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Advice to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage from the Threatened Species 
Scientific Committee (the Committee) on Amendments to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1.  Scientific name (common name) 
Eucalyptus rhodantha var. petiolaris (Stalked Rose Mallee) 

In 2000, preliminary DNA analysis confirmed that Eucalyptus rhodantha var. petiolaris is a hybrid 
between Eucalyptus rhodantha var. rhodantha and Eucalptus pyriformis (CALM 2005). 

 

2.  Description 
The Stalked Rose Mallee is a spreading mallee, growing to 2-3 m high, with smooth bark and red, 
cream and white flowers appearing from March to November. The species grows in sandy loam 
and laterite in undulating country and hill slopes (Brown et al 1998;WA Herbarium 2005). 

 

3.  National Context 
The Stalked Rose Mallee is endemic to Western Australia. It is recorded from seven populations in 
the Watheroo area, approximately 195 km north-northeast of Perth, and the Three Springs area, 
approximately 130 km southeast of Geraldton. 

One parent species, Eucalyptus rhodantha var. rhodantha, has a similar distribution to the hybrid. 
The other parent species, Eucalptus pyriformis, also occurs in the northern agricultural areas of 
Western Australia, but is more widely distributed from north of Geraldton, southeast to 
Goomaling, approximately 125 km east-northeast of Perth (WA Herbarium 2005). 

The Stalked Rose Mallee is not listed under the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 
1950. 

Eucalyptus rhodantha var. rhodantha is currently listed as rare in Western Australia and is 
managed as ‘vulnerable’ (according to IUCN criteria) by the Western Australian Government. 
Eucalptus pyriformis is not listed in Western Australia.  

 

4.  How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria 

The Committee judges the species to be not eligible for listing under the EPBC Act. The 
justification against the criteria is as follows: 

In 2000, preliminary DNA analysis confirmed that the Stalked Rose Mallee is a natural hybrid and 
does not have any unique genetic identification to differentiate it as a separate species (CALM 
2005). 

The Stalked Rose Mallee has produced viable seeds, however, it is expected that future 
generations of hybrids would not have the true morphology of Eucalyptus rhodantha var. 
petiolaris, but would display morphological characters more similar to either one of the parent 
species (CALM 2005). 

As Eucalyptus rhodantha var. petiolaris is a hybrid between Eucalyptus rhodantha var. rhodantha 
and Eucalptus pyriformis, it does not meet the definition of a species under section 528 of the 
EPBC Act. Therefore, the taxon is not eligible for listing under the EPBC Act. 

 

 



 

Eucalyptus rhodantha var. petiolaris (Stalked Rose Mallee) Advice - Page 2 of 3 

 

5.  Recommendation 
The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be amended 
by deleting from the list in the endangered category: 

Eucalyptus rhodantha var. petiolaris (Stalked Rose Mallee) 
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