
 

 

Conservation Advice 

 

This Conservation Advice has been developed by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
based on the best available information regarding the conservation status and threats to this 
species at the time of listing. 

However, this Conservation Advice should only be used as a guide for identifying priority 
conservation actions for this species, and is intended only as an interim measure prior to the 
development of a Recovery Plan.  

 

The Western Trout Minnow is a freshwater fish which grows to a maximum size of between 12–
14 cm. It is a large, elongate, relatively deep bodied and scaleless galaxiid that is brown to olive 
overall that possesses unmistakable pale-edged dark spots on its upper sides and a dark diagonal 
stripe below the eye, with brown to orange fins. 

The Western Trout Minnow is currently only known from two small stretches of water in the 
Goodga and Angove Rivers in south western Western Australia (South Coast Natural Resource 
Management Region, Western Australia). Recent surveys could not locate the species in either 
the King and Kalgan Rivers where it was once known to occur. While the exact causes for this 
decline remain unclear, likely threats to the species include predation and competition from 
introduced fish species; the impact of a parasite and subsequent bird predation; physical barriers 
to the species’ upstream spawning migration; elevated water temperatures and increasing salinity 
levels. In addition, the viability of the Angove River population is not known and requires further 
investigation. 

The priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species are to: 

o secure the viability of the population at Angove River; 

o develop strategies to prevent the introduction of exotic fish species from 
surrounding catchments to the catchments of the Goodga and Angove Rivers; 

o investigate the feasibility of restocking the Angove River, or other suitable sites, 
with Western Trout Minnow to provide an additional population as security 
against a catastrophic decline in the Goodga River population; 

o investigate measures (e.g. fish ladders) to facilitate migration of the Western Trout 
Minnow upstream, particularly where there are physical barriers (e.g. weirs) to the 
subspecies’ spawning migration; 

o investigate ways to minimise the impact of the parasite, Ligula intestinalis, on the 
Western Trout Minnow; 

o investigate the salinity tolerance of the species and determine to what degree 
increasing salinity, sedimentation and water temperature levels are contributing to 
the decline of the Western Trout Minnow. 

 

This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but highlights those 
that are considered to be of the highest priority at the time of listing. 



 

 

Priority for the development of recovery plan: High. The Western Trout Minnow is critically 
endangered and there is an urgent need to mitigate identified threats and to prevent the 
subspecies’ extinction in the wild. 

 

 




