
Conservation Advice 

This Conservation Advice has been developed by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee based on the best available information regarding the conservation status 
and threats to this species at the time of listing. 

However, this Conservation Advice should only be used as a guide for identifying 
priority conservation actions for this species, and is intended only as an interim 
measure prior to the development of a Recovery Plan.  

The Threatened Species Scientific Committee recognises that a recovery plan exists 
for the species under its previous conservation status. Given the change in 
conservation status for the species to critically endangered, the Committee provides 
the following Conservation Advice. 

The Orange-bellied Parrot is a small 'grass parrot', with adult birds approximately 21 
cm in length and weighing around 45 to 50 grams. During its breeding season, the 
Orange-bellied Parrot occupies a coastal strip of south-western Tasmania which is 
part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. During its non-breeding 
season, the species’ occurs on the mainland from the mouth of the Murray River in 
South Australia to the east of Jack Smith Lake in South Gippsland, Victoria 
(Tasmanian NRM regions – Cradle Coast and Southern, all coastal Victorian NRM 
regions – East Gippsland, West Gippsland, Port Phillip and Westernport, Corangamite 
and Glenelg Hopkins – and some coastal South Australian NRM regions – South East, 
and SA Murray Darling Basin).  

The main ongoing threat to the Orange-bellied Parrot is loss and fragmentation of the 
species’ non-breeding habitat. The species is also threatened by stochastic factors 
such as diseases, storms during migration, and destruction of nest sites by wildfire. 
Potential threats to the Orange-bellied Parrot population may include loss of unknown 
breeding sites, loss of genetic variation, competition with introduced species, 
predation, collision with structures, ingestion of toxic weeds and crops, and reduced 
availability of food due to the changed species composition at feeding sites.  

The priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species, as 
outlined in more detail in the Draft Recovery Plan, are to: 

• identify and protect existing habitat across the species’ range 

• increase the carrying capacity of habitat through active management of sites 
throughout the species' range, and particularly the wintering sites. 

• identify, measure and ameliorate threats, particularly in migratory and winter 
habitats. 

• enhance protocols for the keeping and releasing of captive populations. 

• develop population models that reflect current scientific best practice. 

• monitor the population size, productivity, survival and life history of the species. 

This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of listing. 

Priority for the development of recovery plan: High. A Recovery Plan covering 
the period 2006 – 2010 is in draft form and, once approved, will take effect in the near 
future. 


