
Conservation Advice 

This Conservation Advice has been developed by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee based on the best available information regarding the conservation status 
and threats to this species at the time of listing. 

However, this Conservation Advice should only be used as a guide for identifying 
priority conservation actions for this species, and is intended only as an interim 
measure prior to the development of a Recovery Plan.  

 
The Arnhem Rock-rat is a large (100-150g) grey rat, that feeds on fruits and seeds. It 
is endemic to the sandstone plateau of western Arnhem Land (the Northern Territory 
NHT region) where it is restricted to rocky sandstone areas which occur in association 
with monsoon rainforest.  

The key threat to the Arnhem Rock-rat is the impact upon its resources and habitat 
caused by the change from the traditional fire regime of low intensity fires to the 
current fire regime of more frequent and more intense fires. 

About 15% of the sandstone plateau of western Arnhem Land lies within Kakadu NP, 
with almost all of the rest located within the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Land Trust.  
Although the reserved area is not actively managed for this species explicitly, 
biodiversity conservation is recognised as an explicit goal, and a main component of 
the fire management plans, for Kakadu NP (Kakadu Board of Management & Parks 
Australia 1998).  Fire management planning in Kakadu NP has resulted in a reduction 
in the average proportion burnt each year in the Park from 45% in the period 1980-95 
to 40% in the period 1996-2000 (Edwards et al. 2003).  

In the majority of the plateau area outside Kakadu NP, there are far fewer resources 
available to implement appropriate fire management. A community-based fire 
management program for this region is currently being developed, and this will have 
an explicit aim to reduce fire frequency and extent in order to achieve biodiversity 
conservation goals. 

 
The priority recovery and threat abatement action required for this species is: 

o Continue to improve the current fire management practices operating 
on the sandstone plateau of western Arnhem Land in Kakadu NP to 
promote the availability of this species’ habitat.  

o The development and implementation of fire management regimes for 
areas outside the Kakadu NP to promote the availability of this 
species’ habitat. 

This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of the highest priority at the time of listing. 

A recovery plan is not yet in place for this species.  



Priority for the development of recovery plan: The development of a full recovery 
plan is considered to be medium priority for this species as, although little of its 
habitat is reserved, there are fire management plans in place in Kakadu NP and being 
developed outside the national park to manage the key threat, the inappropriate fire 
regimes.  
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