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3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This section provides a description of the Project and a discussion of the key alternatives that 
were considered during the formulation of the Project. 

3.1 MINING OPERATIONS 

The Project involves the development of the required site infrastructure and the mining of a 30 
year open cut coal resource.  The estimated open cut coal reserve within the 30 year open cut 
footprint is approximately 290 Mt of ROM coal from the Hoskissons and Melville coal seams.  
Open cut mining will not be undertaken within the Breeza State Forest or on the blacksoil plains. 

The Project seeks approval for open cut mining sequentially within three separate mining areas 
for a total period of 30 years with a production rate of up to 10 Mtpa ROM coal.  This will be 
achieved by: 

� Utilising an open cut mining fleet of excavators and shovels, supported by haul trucks, 
dozers, graders, drill rigs and water carts; 

� The construction and operation of a CHPP with a throughput of 10 Mtpa ROM coal; 

� Progressive rehabilitation of all disturbed areas; 

� The co-disposal of tailings and coarse reject within OEAs;  

� The construction and operation of a rail spur, rail loop, Kamilaroi highway rail overpass, 
associated load out facility and connection to the Werris Creek - Moree Railway Line; 

� Delivery of product coal for export markets to the Port of Newcastle by rail; 

� The construction and operation of a Mine Access Road;  

� The construction and operation of administration, workshop and related facilities;  

� The construction and operation of surface and groundwater management and reticulation 
infrastructure including pipelines, pumping stations and associated infrastructure for access 
to water from the groundwater aquifers, the Mooki River and private dams to the north-east 
of the Project Boundary; 

� The closing of unnecessary Crown roads and the relocation of some public roads; 

� The installation of communications and electricity infrastructure; and 

� A workforce of up to approximately 600 full-time equivalent employees during construction 
and up to 600 full-time equivalent employees during operation of the Project at full 
production. 

The overall indicative Project Layout is shown below on Figure 5.  The conceptual mine plan 
layout for the Project is shown on Figure 6 to Figure 13 for Years 1, 2, 5, 10, 15, 21, 25, and 30 
respectively.  

  


