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the seabed

The seabed can be classified as having two

main parts, the continental plate and the

deep seabed.

Over 200 million years ago the Earth’s

landmass was linked as one supercontinent.

Over time, the heat beneath the Earth’s

crust broke this supercontinent into smaller

sections along oceanic and continental

tectonic plates.

As the landmass broke along the continental

plates, the ripping action created the

seabed. Scientists divide the continental

plate into three environment types: the

continental shelf, slope and rise.

The deep seabed is also called the abyssal

plain or benthos. Animals and plants that

live close to the seabed are called benthic.

the water column

The deeper you plunge into the ocean, 

the less light there is. The top 100 metres

is called the photic (light) zone. This is the

only area where enough light penetrates 

for photosynthesis to occur.

As you dive down you pass through the

mesopelagic, bathypelagic and

abyssopelagic zones.

Pelagic comes from the Greek word

meaning "relating to the sea". Scientists 

use is to refer to the mass of water in 

the ocean.

the ocean
environment
Scientists divide the ocean into environment types. The environment types relate to ocean

depth, distance from the coast and the way they are formed.
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