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protecting our oceans – student resource > 1

Think of the ocean. It is home to whales

the size of football fields, and tiny animals

we can only see under the microscope.

We use the ocean to transport goods

between Australia and other countries.

We use the ocean to travel to far off

destinations. We take fish, oil and minerals

from the ocean for food and energy.

We use the ocean to survive and enjoy 

life. But will our oceans, and what we 

take from them, last forever?

By making the right choices now we can

make sure that future generations are 

left with clean and healthy oceans that

they can use and enjoy.

This is what ecologically sustainable

development is all about – creating a 

world where we protect our environment

and meet the needs of all people now 

and in the future.

Australia’s 
Oceans Policy

Australia’s Oceans Policy is using the

principles of ecologically sustainable

development to manage Australia’s 

oceans for the future.

Under international laws, Australia is

responsible for managing 16 million square

kilometers of the Indian, Pacific and

Atlantic oceans. This area is called our

Exclusive Economic Zone.

In Australia, the State Governments

manage the waters from the coastline 

out to three nautical miles. The

Commonwealth manages the waters 

from three nautical miles out to 200

nautical miles – the edge of our 

Exclusive Economic Zone.

Under Australia’s Oceans Policy, we want 

to make sure that our oceans are:

Healthy oceans, cared for, understood 
and used wisely for the benefit of all, 
now and in the future.

how should we 
manage our oceans?

Knowing the ocean and all its features is

the key. The more we understand, the

easier it is to make decisions on the best

way to balance how we use and conserve

the marine environment.

We’ve learned from the mistakes made on

land. In the past, decisions on how best 

to use the land were made without a 

true understanding of the land and how 

it might be affected by human use.

Now we are struggling to find solutions 

to problems.

Australia’s Oceans Policy is a proactive

stance for our oceans – because

prevention is always better than a cure.

sixteen million square
kilometres is a whole
lot of water

How do you manage something so big?

The easiest way is to break it up into

smaller bits.

Australia’s Oceans Policy breaks up the area

by creating regional marine plans. Each

plan focuses on a large marine ecosystem.

An ecosystem includes all the living

organisms in a particular environment, 

as well as the physical environment of

currents and seafloor structures.

Basing each marine plan on the ecosystem

is called ecosystem-based management.

It lets us use the knowledge of the

ecosystem as a whole to make decisions.

Regional marine plans focus on:

• maintaining a sustainable ecosystem 

• generating certainty for industry

• involving Indigenous peoples in the use,

conservation and management of oceans

• supporting industry and community

stewardship of our oceans

• encouraging stakeholder participation 

in oceans management and planning.
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