
art

• The children can colour the sea animals

and plant templates.

• They can build mobiles out of them.

• They could make a diaroma using the

cut-outs and add paper for seaweed 

and pebbles from the school playground,

or use plasticine.

maths/science

• Using the cutouts the children have

coloured, get the children to sort them

into same colour or same animal, or

those of a similar size. Get them to

count how many are in each group.

• Fill a plastic tub with water. Drop in a

range of different materials. Test to see

which one floats better.

• How long is a dog shark? Get the children

to link hands until they are the length 

of a dogshark, an octopus, a seal.

• Use weights to understand how 

much the animals weight.

language

• Use the underwater scenes provided 

and get the children to write a story.

They can use the flash cards to help them.

• Stick the pictures of the animals and

plants on a wall. Ask the children to use

the flash cards that describe the animal.

For example: algae sway in the current.

• Use the ‘Who am I cards’ and attach

them to each child. Ask the child to

make a story of what they do and who

else they work with in the community.

For example, the lighthouse keeper 

helps the sailors. The fishers sell their 

fish to the seaside shopkeeper.

drama

• In a drama class, move like a crab, like a

fish, like an octopus. Play a game of

chasing, with one child the shark and the

others fish. You could tie a large fin on

the child who is the shark. Encourage the

fish to hide under ‘rocks’ (tables and

chairs), or in ‘seaweed’ (bushes and trees).

caring for our oceans

• Why is it important to keep our oceans

healthy? How can you help? Discuss how

we can reduce water pollution, litter,

vandalism and trampling. The next

activity helps with this discussion.

• Fill a plastic tub with water and drop oil

into to show how oil and water don’t

mix. Let the students see how the oil

forms a layer on the water’s surface.

Then stir up the water. Let the students

see how the oil just breaks up into

smaller and smaller droplets. Now dip a

bird feather into the oily water and have

the students try to clean the feather

using liquid detergent and a brush.

If you add pebbles to one end of the

pan, the children can also see what

happens to oil on the rocks. This exercise

can be done with the students breaking

up into their own groups.

underwater world – teacher resource > 1

underwater world
– teacher resource

Exploring the underwater world does not need a trip to the coast – though 

of course if you can make it there it makes it a more hands on experience.

These suggested activities for K–4 will help you bring the sea to your classroom.

We have a range of sea animals and plants that you can cut out and use.

We also have flash cards to help build language.



underwater world – teacher resource > 2

algae

kelp

sea star

sea horse

fish

coral

walk

pool

swim

sponge

dogfish

squid

pore

✁ ✁✁



underwater world – teacher resource > 3

tentacle

fin

deep

dark

cold

whale

sway

claw

snout

rock

shark

eat

✁ ✁✁



underwater world – teacher resource > 4

fish and chip 
shop owner

fisherman

fisherwoman

sailor

lighthouse
keeper

harbour master

ships pilot

surfer

sailboat maker

scientist

search and
rescue

boat repairer

sail maker

✁ ✁✁



underwater world – teacher resource > 5

kayaker

diver

swimmer

snorkeller

tour leader

yachtie

deckhand

weather man

weather woman

ferryman

water police

marine park
ranger

tour boat
operator

✁ ✁✁


