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CODE DINDUC |

o GULF OF CARPENTARIA
COMMERCIAL FSHERMEM
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wa int the isplated wting of the Gulf of Carpentaria, My leave families behind therm bt a jew wke their family, dekding
the s of education to therr alveady diffiouls lestsle.  Poor commumicamions, lomg distemize 1o mechcal help the conymni
bérrtle with mud, mosquatoes, had weather, evelones, and Jellyfioh al! add 1o the difficulties while preing o cdich @ preminm
prroidnic.
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. To mamnrin ecological sustamabilioy and
economic viabiliey,
Ciull of Carpenitaria Fishermen have
adopred a set of prnciples thar forms the
busis for the Code of Conduer

» Adopt a Total Carchment Approach
tir LGiulf Waters
" Protection of the environmen:s.
. Actively participare in conservation of
threatened wildlife species.
. support reseurch and development of the above principles.
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Indusrry will weork in conjpunction with government & other stukeholders
tio efsure sustiinabiliey objectives of Fishery Management Plans are attninied

For the 0,0, Fishery mo remain economically and ecologically sistninable, fishermen must.

. Ensure the Industry complies with all fishenes regulations pertinent to the Gulf of Carpentaria.
L] Ersure the lndistry Respects the righes and safery of others

. Ensure the Indusery setively procecrs the envirenmenr and endanzered species.

. Ensure the Jn'.ill.':r'r',' [FEOEHES T]I.I.' -.|||.|llrl.','|r seafonad for human consmprion,

To Comply with the Code of Conduct Fishermen will:

. Be famillar with and adhere o the cument regulations as set out in the Guli of Carpentaria
Managemert Plan for N3 & N9 Fisheries and relevant sections of the Fisheries Regulations

. Promite respomsible covirommintal performance und sdvocate penalties for non-complinnce.

L] Promote effective consultative processes with povernments, the community & other users.

. Use the Code to address environmental issues & extend sellsmanagement 1o infringemen| ssues

o Respect the Rights & Safety of others.

. Enconrage consultanion with the community & uther users of the waterways to enable legtamure
comcerns und issues 1o be rakied,

Hecognise the needs of the users of the segon & priomote methods 1o minmise user conflict
Promere good will in local eotimiutdties

Ensyre the gotrect ises tiet pear, lehts & markers 1o ensure sifety oF seu

Fihermen should ensure thar all crew 5 aware of safery regurrements for their vessels and
fishing operations and hold all relevanr cemificarss of comperency

To Protect the Envivonment:

Encourage operators 1o work in sccondmnee with tishenes ethics

Supporr 8 ool cerchment approach towards fisheries resource suseainabiliy

Promuote incustey tralning and education opportunities in envinmment awareness.

Corect disposa] of oll onboard refuses and wed enigine ot & filters.

Trinling of pingers to warmn dolphins of ner locatioms: Traling of other byearch redvcnon devices.
The respuraibility lies with the fisher o report the capture of protecred species o the approprinne
Utethsrity

. Completion of an Endangered Awareness Course

managing the gulf fishery for the future



THE N3 FISHERY - Inshore Gillnet Fishery

Wieenshimd Chulf of Carpencarin rivers & creeks o 7 mile offshore. This s 0 multispecies fishery thar targets
Batrarmnd] and Kivg Salmon with lesser species such us Blue Sulmon, Shark, Jewelfuh & Queenfish. The
mjority of the fishermert work in the rivers and foreshores. The offshore area o 7 mile i normally flahed July
o Lerober

The number of entitlements ha reduced from 212 10 1981 0 95 in 2000, This will bé further reduced by un
indistry funded buyback scheme copmenced in 1999 which continues for the life of the Gulf of Cnpentaria
Manugement Flan 1999 (3-10 yvears)
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Wirmuem of 14-merre lengrh for primary vessels. Minimom and maximum per sizes: minimum fish lengehs sipply
forr memt species and both mitimum end masimosm lengths for bremundi, thar also apily i recreutioma| angliers
Nets thar connor exceed S0mesh drop, masximum net Tengrhis for inshore and estunries. On board DPL olservers,
daily loghook programs thar has been in place since 1978 all conmbure 1o berrer management plans for the furure
uf this fishery and ensure sustsinable future stocks

FISHING ETHICS
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Promoce high quality produce
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& abwindimed fishing gear for
disposal on lanl.
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Actively serk volue adding for future
freoducts & actively promote methods for
vieduction of incldental brvcatch

THE N9 FISHERY- Offshore Net Fishery.

This fishery covers the area in the Queenslind Gull of Carpentarin from 7 miles offshore 1o 25 miles offshion
targeting fish other than barmmundi. These vessels are titted with compulsery YMS for pasition monitoring
Onbonrd D] observers, furuded by the N9 entitlement holders move mndomly from vessel to vesse] recording
ciatch & bycarch information & other rechnical information These vessels are subject to o moee of restrictions
to ensure sustainble stocks including maximum nert -.|[-;:-|". nek mist be o set net not o dedfo net. Minimum snd

maximum net mesh sitges: ond 4 foor-month et elosare tho L.:rn-a|'-|,|||.j; with the N3 Fishery
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THE N6 BAIT FISHERY

This syimbaol is o bait enciclement used
primareihy by crabbers for bz collection
anid line fishermen for Giarfish 1o use
trolling for Spanish Mackerel Mullet
i wls tarpeted us bait for tourist
anid recreational wes, net sizes are
23mm = 43mm 200 metres m nivors &
fimeshores & 400 metres offshisre.

THE L5 LINE FISHERY

This is a line entitlernent from the shoreling n
miles offshore in the Queenslond watems of the
Ciulf of Carpentana . Main torget species is
Spanish Mackerel: Caughr by trolling wsing gar

of apcens efther from main vesael o with the
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L4 LINE FISHERY

This symbal is a line entitlement from the
Shitreline i the Queensland waters of the
Coulf oot Carpentaria to 25 miles offshore
The matn target species s Spanish
Muckerel taken by rmlling and dropline for

el speCics

Cl mudecrab FISHERY

here hos been on investment warming for
Phe Ghulf of Carpentanas Mud Crab

Pishery, sihce 3 August 1997 crab fishers
withiout history prioe t this dote moy ot be
rranted sccess under new fiunagement
TTaTE e e

Keep it legal!
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Ohnly mnde crabs may be maken. Minamamosize e of 150mm
s g by il creabs chogl gu Wity of eralws cn the prounsds retwem | crlut o el
crabm to the water with care.  Mainmin rempernrune and water qualiey o

roped live ol
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GULF INSHORE NET FISHERY THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

Liommerncial fishers have been ot the torefront of research & development i the Gull inshove netfishery ever
wince the early 1950 when fisherfolk firse commenced sending barramundi product i quantity ro rheEast Cloase.
It s Largely thanlks to the effores of & fow visinnaey souls over the veurs, & the good sense of thetr follawers, that
the mdustry enjoys the prominence & respect thur it bas roday: e muli-species muln-produce fishery with national
& mternational markets, S which i an economic cormerstone of the Gull community, prosctive in caring alsout
the resource on which it depends & progressive in s outlook for the future

Laosoking beyond barramundd, Gulf fishers lave seen the need to promote the worth of w suite of inshore species
in consurmer markers uround Australia & oversess. Prominent umong these i king salmon gronter and jewellish,
Value adding of the landed carch bias opened up specialty markers an well as reduced wasre. There 2 now o move
v diversity into other species in offihore warers, but oo do so in e conservative way while the extent of reserves
are |.'!l|'i.|.|."'|.|.'i]'|.|.'l.|.

Ulnderstanding how highly prized species live & how thetr mambers change over rime are essential for sateguarding
v tutuee for thie fishery, Reports from Gulf fishers it the mids 1870 that not all was well with barramondi stocks
hielped catalyse investigntinns seross northern Australin into this species. Present knowledge abour chredfin
sabmon, jewfishes & grunter are 8 direct result of studies called for, pdd lior {through llicence Tees) snd assisted
by Clulf fishers durimg the lace | 980's & 1900

The tradivion smong Crlf fisbiers of sctive thvolvement th research continoes with the comrent oneboard observer
program, tish tugging exercises in swveral localities & the commencement uf restoeking programe in vartous Clulf
rivers,

Ll flahiem hve Jong pursued an active role in protection of the environment as o positive eomeriburion towards
quality of life it the Gulf sren and sustaining o future for the fishery, The present network of Fish Habitat Arneas
nleng the Crulll coast owes much 10 the unging by fishiers whis first recoygnised the impormanee of these areas through
thewr own experiences. T he Culf fishermen have lobbied hard o have community concerns shout envirenmenmal
hrm and human health riske from coastal developments heard & acred on by authorities

Lretting along with nelghbours i a8 necessary in the Gull as anvwhere else. Clull netfishers recopnise thar they
must share fisheries resources with indigenons folk as well #s recroariemal fishers: The Gulf industry bas a ng
history of successful negotiation with these other triterest groups 1o achieve access armngements 1o resources that
all punrris are Coin fortalle with, In revuogiis g the rights of =|1:|lgL'r|.| iis eommunities, Gulf fishees lhave been well
aliend of thelr time

LCorrectly implemented, partnerships bring benetits to all mvelved. The Guolf of Carpentaria Commercial Fishermen
have worked over many years with fisheries manapement apencies to get the besrdeal for members and to sufeguand
the fish stocks they harvest. The success of the aceord shows that Co-operative mansgement will be just as
imporeant in meerting the mony new challengers for the Gull fishery in the new millennium.

EARHAMELINCE HEING SaMPLED FO2
BHHOGICAL INFORMATION BT RIBEARCHERR

TURTLE BEIMG TRGGED BEFORE
RELEASE & COPMERCIAL FEIHERMERI
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ENVIRONMENTAL INSTRUMENTS RELEVANT TO THE

GULF OF CARPENTARIA FISHERIES
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