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FISHERY DESCRIPTION

The South Coast Trawl Fishery principally targets scallops (Amusium balloti) and associated by-products, although in years of low scallop catches, licensees have an option to use other trawl gear to target fish species. The main fishing method is by twin-rig otter trawl.

Scallop landings for the fishery have varied dramatically over the years, depending primarily on the strength of recruitment. While the fishery has theoretical access to a large section of the coastal waters, it is effectively restricted to small areas of higher scallop abundance.

Governing legislation/fishing authority

Trawling Prohibition (Whole of State) Notice 1992 (Order)

Surface Trawl Net Fishery (South Coast) Notice 1992

Trawling for Scallops (South Coast) Notice 1992

Condition 73 and/or 79 on Fishing Boat Licences

Consultation

Meetings between the Department of Fisheries and industry

Boundaries

There are currently 4 fishing boat licences that specify conditions intended to constitute ‘endorsements’ for the purposes of an exception to the governing legislation (orders). These endorsements are defined in 2 fishing boat licence conditions – Condition 73 provides for the use of trawl nets off the south coast of Western Australia in state waters east of 115° E longitude (Cape Leeuwin), while Condition 79 provides for the use of demersal trawl nets for taking scallops within the Recherche Archipelago. All 4 fishing boat licences have both conditions.

Management arrangements

The South Coast Trawl Fishery is managed primarily under an input control system, limiting numbers to only 4 fishing vessels. There are also seasonal closed areas in certain parts of the fishery.

The Australian Government’s Department of Environment and Heritage has assessed the fishery under the provisions of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, and has conditionally granted a special exemption, allowing product from the fishery to be exported from Australia until August 2008. The Department of Fisheries is developing more comprehensive management in the form of an interim management plan for the fishery.

RETAINED SPECIES

Commercial production (season 2006): < 1 tonne (whole weight)
Landings

The scallop catch was less than 1 t (whole weight). No other species were reported as being landed.

Fishing effort/access level

The annual effort expended in this scallop fishery is affected by scallop recruitment levels, which are determined in fishing surveys completed by operators to estimate the stock abundance of scallops and the likely benefits of continued fishing. As a consequence, the level of effort utilised each year closely follows stock abundance and catch levels. In 2006, only 8 fishing days were recorded for 1 boat and indicated extremely low stock levels.

Recreational component: Nil

STOCK ASSESSMENT

Assessment complete: Not assessed

Exploitation status: Not assessed

Breeding stock levels: Not assessed

NON-RETAINED SPECIES

Bycatch species impact: Low

The large-mesh (100 mm) trawl gear used in scallop fisheries takes minimal bycatch. The areas trawled by the fleet also represent a very small percentage of the fishing area within the legislated boundary, therefore impact on bycatch species is considered to be minimal.

Protected species interaction: Negligible

Protected species susceptible to capture by trawling do not occur significantly in this fishing area.

ECOSYSTEM EFFECTS

Food chain effects: Low

The extremely variable recruitment and resultant fluctuating biomass of the scallops which occur in this area preclude the fishery having any significant impact on the general food chain in the region.

Habitat effects: Low

Trawling has minimal impact on the benthic sand habitats in this scallop fishery.

SOCIAL EFFECTS

The estimated employment in the fishery for the year 2006 was 3 – a skipper and 2 crew.

ECONOMIC EFFECTS

Estimated annual value (to fishers) for year 2006: Nil

FISHERY GOVERNANCE

Acceptable catch range for next season: Not available

New management initiatives (2007/08)

The interim management plan will include a set of gear restrictions/limits, and a number of temporal and spatial closures around the main population centres in the fishery. The draft management plan will be sent out for a final round of consultation prior to the implementation target date of August 2007.

EXTERNAL FACTORS

The level of fishing activity and quantity of catch within the south coast trawl is highly variable. This variability has largely been driven by the level of scallop recruitment to these grounds and also by the product price paid to fishers and, in recent times, the cost of fishing.

Scallop catches in 2006 were negligible, with 1 boat searching for scallop stocks for a week and then ceasing, indicating low scallop abundances in the region
