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The Elizabeth and Middleton Reefs Marine National The remote location means replenishment from distant reefs
Nature Reserve (the Reserve), which covers 1,880 km2, was is infrequent and it is more than likely that most species
proclaimed on 23 December 1987. It is protected under are self replenishing. Their isolation has also made them
Commonwealth environmental legislation, the Environment a refuge for the black cod, Epinephelus daemelli. Once
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). common along the New South Wales (NSW) coast, the black

cod is now rare and is protected under Commonwealth

and NSW legislation. The black cod is widely distributed
throughout most habitats at Elizabeth and Middleton Reefs,
but they favour gutters, caves and overhangs.

The reefs are the peaks of volcanic seamounts, which are
part of the Lord Howe Island volcanic chain. There are more
than 20 such peaks in the Tasman Sea, but only those named
here rise above sea level.

Together with Lord Howe Island, Elizabeth and Middleton
Reefs form the world’s most southern coral reefs. Warm
currents during summer and cold currents during winter,
together with the remote locations of the reefs, have
resulted in unique assemblages of tropical and sub tropical
species, as well a number of endemic species

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT MARITIME HISTORY

The Elizabeth and Middleton Reefs Middleton Reef was discovered on
represent the southern most limit 20 July 1788 by Lieutenant John

for many coral species. Although the Shortland in the Alexander. He had
diversity of corals at the Reefs is less sailed to Australia with the First Fleet
than other areas, such as the Great and was returning to Batavia when he
Barrier Reef, many of the species that do ¢,y the reef. It was named Middleton
occur are uncommon in other locations.  spoals in honour of Admiral Sir

Over 300 species of fish have been Charles Theodore Middleton.
recorded at the reefs. Most of these Elizabeth Reef was given its name
fish species are widely distributed, following the wreck of the brig
however a number of other species Elizabeth on the reef in 1831.

are restricted to the southern or south A muirlsEr e wiredys aire sl viElsie &6
western Pacific Ocean. There are also a high tide in the Reserve. At Elizabeth

number species which are endemic to Reef the Japanese tuna boat Kaineo
the Elizabeth and Middleton Reefs and 11, is visible on the western side of

Lord Howe Island, such as the double the reef. At Middleton Reef the most
header wrasse, Coris bulbifrons. obvious wreck is the 13500 tonne
meat freighter, the Runic, which is
on the western side of the reef and
is visible for several kilometres and

is easily picked up on radar. On the
southern side of the Middleton Reef is
the wreck of the Japanese tuna boat
Fuku Maru. The most recent wreck
occurred in 1998 when the fibreglass
longliner Monray Frontier was
wrecked next to the Runic.







