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Scientific 
Committee

The Scientific Committee was established so that the IWC could 

fulfil its obligation under the International Convention for the 

Regulation of Whaling to ensure that any amendments to the 

Schedule to the Convention are based on scientific findings. 

Composition 

The Scientific Committee comprises about 200 cetacean 

scientists representing more than 30 countries. Most of the 

scientists are nominated by member governments, however the 

Scientific Committee also invites other scientists with particular 

areas of expertise to contribute to its work.

The Scientific Committee meetings 
represent one of the largest gatherings of 
cetacean scientists in the world.  

Many papers or reports produced at IWC meetings are then 

published in scientific journals, including the Journal of Cetacean 

Research and Management published by the IWC.

This year the Commission has before it proposals for new work 

with a conservation focus. Much of this work will require advice 

from the Scientific Committee. In particular, Australia is proposing 

the development of conservation management plans, and regional 

non-lethal collaborative research partnerships.

Decision making 

In 2008, the Scientific Committee will provide updated 

management advice to the IWC plenary on the whale stocks 

subject to aboriginal subsistence whaling quotas, review research 

and workshop proposals, discuss funding requirements for 

identified work, and set priorities for the 2009 meeting.

The Scientific Committee seeks to provide recommendations to 

the IWC plenary by consensus. When consensus is not possible, 

the Scientific Committee will provide the Commission with the 

different viewpoints of the Scientific Committee members. In either 

case, the decisions of the IWC plenary will be informed by the 

advice of the Scientific Committee. 

Meetings 

The Scientific Committee meets in the two weeks prior to 

the annual IWC plenary meeting. There are several sub-

committees and working groups that undertake the substantive 

work and report to the full Scientific Committee which makes 

recommendations to the IWC plenary. 
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Sanctuaries

The sub-committees and working groups operating under the Scientific Committee at IWC 60 are:

Sub-Committee/Working Group Highlights

Sub-committee on the Revised 

Management Procedure (RMP)

·	 new abundance estimates for Western North Pacific Bryde’s whales;

·	 start the Implementation process for North Atlantic fin whales;

·	 review MSY rates and if appropriate suggest changes to the plausible range 

·	 complete the Implementation review for North Atlantic common minke whales; and

·	 develop an inventory of the new data available and review progress (in the spirit of a  
pre-Implementation assessment) for West Pacific common minke whales.

Standing Working Group on an Aboriginal 

Whaling Management Procedure (AWMP)

·	 work on developing appropriate long-term management advice for the Greenlandic 
fisheries with the primary focus of: 

a)	 completing work on a sex-ratio based assessment of common minke whales off  
West Greenland;

b)	 further consideration of West Greenland humpback whales assessment; and

c)	 beginning work on developing SLAs for Greenlandic fisheries with an initial focus on fin whales.

Sub-committee on Bowhead,  

Right and Gray whales (BRG)

·	 review new information on Western North Pacific gray whales;

·	 prepare for the Implementation Review of Eastern North Pacific gray whales in 2009.

·	 review stock structure and abundance for Eastern Arctic bowhead whales; and

·	 review new information on right whales.

Sub-committee on In-Depth 

Assessments (IA)

·	 produce agreed abundance estimates of Antarctic minke whales using SOWER13 data;

·	 review reasons for divergences in previous Antarctic minke whale abundance estimates from the 
second and third circumpolar cruise series (CPII and CPIII); and

·	 develop recommendations for future SOWER cruises, both for the short- and long-term.

Ad hoc Working Group on the In-Depth 

Assessment of Western North Pacific 

Common Minke Whales (IANP)

·	 minke whale stock structure in Sea of Japan, and plausible hypotheses on stock structure  
for J Stock.

Sub-committee on Other Southern 

Hemisphere Whale Stocks (SH)

·	 assessment of Southern Hemisphere humpback whales Breeding Stocks B and C 
(abundance, area relationships, stocks on feeding grounds).

Working Group on Stock Definition (SD) ·	 statistical and genetic stock definition including further discussion of DNA. 

Sub-committee on Estimation of Bycatch 

and other Human-induced Mortality (BC)

·	 estimating mortality from bycatch, entanglement, ship strikes, marine debris, acoustic noise; and

·	 bycatch in longline fisheries.

Standing Working Group on 

Environmental Concerns (E)

·	 plans for coming climate change workshop, and Phase II of POLLUTION 2000+; and

·	 cetacean emerging and resurging diseases.

Ad hoc Working Group on Ecosystem 

Modelling (EE)

·	 planning for the Joint IWC/CCAMLR workshop on modelling Antarctic krill predators.

Standing Sub-committee on Small 

Cetaceans (SM)

·	 review conservation issues regarding small cetaceans in the SE Pacific; and

·	 review takes of small cetaceans.

Sub-committee on Whale watching (WW) ·	 review the report of the workshop on strategic planning of large-scale whale watching 
research;

·	 develop methodology of and assessing the biological impacts of whale watching on cetaceans; and

·	 review whale watching in South America.

Working Group on DNA (DNA) ·	 review genetic methods for species, stock and individual identification;

·	 sequence validation; and 

·	 tissue archives, reference databases and standards for diagnostic DNA registries.

Working Group on Scientific Permits (S) ·	 review of results from existing permits

·	 review of new or continuing permits; and

·	 continue to discuss process for periodic and final reviews of permits.

This fact sheet has been prepared by the Australian delegation to the 60th annual meeting of the  

International Whaling Commission for information purposes.
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