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Action Research is associated with a cyclical process of inquiry. However, it is 
more than just planning, acting, observing and reflecting. It aims not just to 
improve but innovate practice. Ultimately,  

‘Action research is a learning process, the fruits of which are the real and material 
changes in: a) what people do; b) how they interact with the world and others and c) 
what they mean and what they value and d) the discourses in which they 
understand and interpret their world.’  
(Kemmis and McTaggart 2000, p. 596) 

 

Outcomes 
 

As the project is still in progress, specific change outcomes can not yet be 
described.  However, the level and nature of interest generated by the project 
shows there is a recognised need for work in this area. More specifically, the lack 
of resources, opportunities and support for professional and curriculum 
development in education for sustainability was highlighted. 

We have received an influx of correspondence from university academic staff, 
business, industry, and government requesting opportunities to collaborate and 
establish a dialogue on how to work towards sustainability.  Advice from leading 
universities such as Cambridge and Rhodes, suggest that this project is leading 
edge in advancing sustainability within higher education. The project has 
generated interest within management and operations at Macquarie University 
supporting changes at a range of levels. 
 

Project Team  
 

Daniella Tilbury, Project Director and Action Research Facilitation  
Dimity Podger, Project Manager and Action Research Facilitation 
Anna Reid, Phenomenographic Research  
Anne Burns, Team Facilitation  
Kate Henderson, Project Officer and Research Assistant  
Dan Garlick, Project Evaluation 
 

Robyn Beirman, Action Researcher 
Linda Corkery, Action Researcher 
Catherine Evans, Action Researcher 
Jenny Godfrey, Action Researcher 
Matthew Haigh, Action Researcher 
James Hazelton, Action Researcher 
Judy Homewood, Action Researcher 
Mira Kim, Action Researcher 
Susan Shearing, Action Researcher   
Ros Taplin, Action Researcher 
 

For further information contact: Ass Prof Daniella Tilbury, Graduate School of Environment, 
Macquarie University, Sydney, dtilbury@gse.mq.edu.au. 
 

Acknowledgement: We would like to thank Environment Australia (in particular Peter 
Woods, Julia Stuart and Joan Cornish) as well as External Collaborative Grant 
Committee at Macquarie University for funding the project. 

 

 

 


