EPBC Act environment assessment process—referral

Deciding if a proposed action needs to be referred

« Is the proposed action likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national
environmental significance?

The matters of national environmental significance are:

= world heritage properties

« national heritage places

< wetlands of international importance

« threatened species and ecological communities

* migratory species

« Commonwealth marine areas

« the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, and

« nuclear actions (including uranium mines)

* Is the proposed action likely to have a significant impact on the environment in general
(for actions by Commonwealth agencies or actions on Commonwealth land) or the
environment on Commonwealth land (for actions outside Commonwealth land)?

« If you are not certain about whether your proposed action requires approval under
the EPBC Act you may refer the proposal for a decision by the minister.

Person proposing to take the action makes a referral to the

minister via the department.
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EPBC Act environment assessment process—assessment/decision whether to approve

Can the action be assessed using:

« a state/territory assessment process accredited under a bilateral agreement? There are bilateral agreements with all

YES state and territory governments.
« an Australian Government assessment process accredited under a ministerial declaration? There are currently no
ministerial declarations for Australian Government processes.
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Public comment on
proponent’s information.

J |

Proponent’s information is revised taking into account public comments. The

proponent then provides the minister with the revised information or a notice

stating that no comments were received. Within 10 days the proponent must
publish the revised information and comments, or if no comment were received,

republish the relevant information.
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The department prepares recommendation report and provides it to the minister.
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The minister makes decision to approve, approve with conditions or not approve the proposed action.
« For assessment by EIS/PER or preliminary documentation, a decision must be made within 40 business days of receiving finalised

documentation from the proponent.
« For
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« For assessment by a state/territory process, a decision must be made within 30 business days of receiving an assessment report.
« For assessment on referral information, a decision must be made within 20 business days of receiving a finalised recommendation

report.

ment by inquiry, a decision must be made within 40 business days of receiving an inquiry report.



