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Referral of proposed action 
What is a referral? 
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) provides for the 
protection of the environment, especially matters of national environmental significance (NES). Under the 
EPBC Act, a person must not take an action that has, will have, or is likely to have a significant impact on 
any of the matters of NES without approval from the Australian Government Environment Minister. To obtain 
approval from the Environment Minister, a proposed action should be referred.  The purpose of a referral is 
to obtain a decision on whether your proposed action will need formal assessment and approval under the 
EPBC Act.  

Your referral will be the principal basis for the Minister’s decision as to whether approval is necessary and, if 
so, the type of assessment that will be taken. These decisions are made within 20 business days, provided 
that sufficient information is provided in the referral.   

Who can make a referral? 
Referrals may be made by a person proposing to take an action, the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth 
agency, a state or territory government, or agency, provided that the relevant government or agency has 
administrative responsibilities relating to the action. 

When do I need to make a referral? 
A referral must be made for actions that are likely to have a significant impact on the following matters 
protected by Part 3 of the EPBC Act: 
 World Heritage properties (sections 12 and 15A) 
 National Heritage places (sections 15B and 15C)  
 Wetlands of international importance (sections 16 and 17B) 
 Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 and 18A) 
 Listed migratory species (sections 20 and 20A) 
 Protection of the environment from nuclear actions (sections 21 and 22A) 
 Marine environment (sections 23 and 24A) 
 The environment, if the action involves Commonwealth land (sections 26 and 27A), including: 

 actions that are likely to have a significant impact on the environment of Commonwealth land 
(even if taken outside Commonwealth land); 

 actions taken on Commonwealth land that may have a significant impact on the environment 
generally; 

 The environment, if the action is taken by the Commonwealth (section 28) 
 Commonwealth Heritage places outside the Australian jurisdiction (sections 27B and 27C) 

You may still make a referral if you believe your action is not going to have a significant impact, or if you are 
unsure. This will provide a greater level of certainty that Commonwealth assessment requirements have 
been met.  

To help you decide whether or not your proposed action requires approval (and therefore, if you should 
make a referral), the following guidance is available from the Department’s web site:  

 the Policy Statement titled Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 – Matters of National Environmental 
Significance. Additional sectoral guidelines are also available.  

 the Policy Statement titled Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon, 
Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth agencies.  

 the interactive map tool (enter a location to obtain a report on what matters of NES may occur in that 
location). 



Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
 

001 Referral of proposed action vJUN08  2 

Can I refer part of a larger action? 

In certain circumstances, the Minister may not accept a referral for an action that is a component of a larger 
action and may request the person proposing to take the action to refer the larger action for consideration 
under the EPBC Act (Section 74A, EPBC Act). If you wish to make a referral for a staged or component 
referral, read ‘Fact Sheet 6 Staged Developments/Split Referrals’ and contact the Referral Business Entry 
Point (1800 803 772). 

Do I need a permit? 

Some activities may also require a permit under other sections of the EPBC Act. Information is available on 
the Department’s web site. 

What information do I need to provide? 
Schedule 2 of the EPBC Regulations sets out the information that must be included in a referral. Completing 
all parts of this form will ensure that you submit the required information and will also assist the Department 
to process your referral efficiently. 

You can complete your referral by entering your information into this Word file.  

Instructions 

Instructions are provided in green text throughout the form. 

Attachments/supporting information 

The referral form should contain sufficient information to provide an adequate basis for a decision on the 
likely impacts of the proposed action. You should also provide supporting documentation, such as 
environmental reports or surveys, as attachments.  

Coloured maps, figures or photographs to help explain the project and its location should also be submitted 
with your referral. Aerial photographs, in particular, can provide a useful perspective and context. Figures 
should be good quality as they may be scanned and viewed electronically as black and white documents. 
Maps should be of a scale that clearly shows the location of the proposed action and any environmental 
aspects of interest. 

Please ensure any attachments are below two megabytes (2mb) as they will be published on 
the Department’s website for public comment (Note: the Minister may decide not to publish 
information that is commercial-in-confidence).  To minimise file size, enclose maps and figures 
as separate files if necessary. If unsure, contact the Referral Business Entry Point for advice. 
Attachments larger than two megabytes (2mb) may delay processing of your referral. 

How do I submit a referral? 
Referrals may be submitted by mail, fax or email.  

Mail to: 
Referral Business Entry Point  
Environment Assessment Branch  
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
GPO Box 787  
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
 If submitting via mail, electronic copies of documentation (on CD/DVD or by email) are appreciated. 
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Fax to: 02 6274 1789 
 Faxed documents must be of sufficiently clear quality to be scanned into electronic format.  
 Address the fax to the mailing address, and clearly mark it as a ‘Referral under the EPBC Act’. 
 Follow up with a mailed hardcopy including copies of any attachments or supporting reports. 

Email to: epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 
 Clearly mark the email as a ‘Referral under the EPBC Act’. 
 Attach the referral as a Microsoft Word file and, if possible, a PDF file.  
 Follow up with a mailed hardcopy including copies of any attachments or supporting reports. 
 

What happens next? 
Following receipt of a valid referral (containing all required information) you will be advised of the next steps 
in the process, and the referral and attachments will be published on the Department’s web site for public 
comment (Note: the Minister may decide not to publish information that is commercial-in-
confidence). 

The Department will write to you at the end of 20 business days to advise you of the outcome of your 
referral and whether or not formal assessment and approval under the EPBC Act is required. There are a 
number of possible decisions regarding your referral, including: 

The proposed action is NOT LIKELY to have a significant impact and does NOT NEED approval 
No further consideration is required under the environmental assessment provisions of the EPBC Act and the 
action can proceed (subject to any state or local government requirements).  

The proposed action is NOT LIKELY to have a significant impact IF undertaken in a particular 
manner  
The particular manner in which you must carry out the action will be identified as part of the final decision. 
You must report your compliance with the particular manner to the Department. 

The proposed action is LIKELY to have a significant impact and does NEED approval 

If the action has, will have or is likely to have a significant impact it is called a controlled action and the 
particular matters upon which the action may have a significant impact (such as World Heritage or 
threatened species) are known as the controlling provisions. 

The proposed action is subject to a public assessment process before it can be considered for approval. The 
assessment approach will usually be decided at the same time as the controlled action decision. (Further 
information about the levels of assessment and basis for deciding the approach are available on the 
Department’s web site.) 

Compliance audits 
The Department may audit your project at any time to ensure that it was completed in accordance with the 
information provided in the referral or the particular manner specified in the decision. If the project changes, 
such that the likelihood of significant impacts could vary, you should write to the Department to advise of 
the changes.   

  
For more information  
 call the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts Community Information Unit on 

1800 803 772 or  
 visit the web site www.environment.gov.au/epbc 

All the information you need to make a referral, including documents referenced in this form, can be 
accessed from the above web site.
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Referral of proposed action 
 

Project title: Queensland Curtis LNG Project (BG/QGC): Coal Seam Gas Field 

 

1 Summary of proposed action 
NOTE: You must also attach a map/plan(s) showing the location and approximate boundaries of the area in which the 
project is to occur. Maps in A4 size are preferred. You must also attach a map(s)/plan(s) showing the location and 
boundaries of the project area in respect to any features identified in 3.1 & 3.2, as well as the extent of any freehold, 
leasehold or other tenure identified in 3.3(j).  
 

1.1 Short description 

Background 

The Proponents propose development of the Queensland Curtis LNG (QCLNG) Project (the 
Project) which includes the development of existing coal seam gas (CSG) fields in the Surat 
Basin, western Queensland, the construction of a pipeline network and the construction of a 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) Facility near Gladstone in Central Queensland.  The Project comprises 
three principal components: 

• Coal Seam Gas Field; 
• Pipeline Network; and 
• LNG Facility.  

The Project also incorporates a number of ancillary sub-components. 

 
Proposed Action 

The proposed action which is the subject of this referral is the Coal Seam Gas Field component 
of the Queensland Curtis LNG Project.  This includes expansion of the QGC operated coal seam 
gas fields in the Surat Basin to supply gas for the QCLNG Project.   

Figure 1 and Figures 2.1 – 2.7 show the indicative location of the overall Project components, 
including the location of the CSG Field and tenements. 
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1.2 Latitude and longitude 
Latitude and longitude details 
are used to accurately map 
the boundary of the proposed 
action. If these coordinates 
are inaccurate or insufficient 
it may delay the processing of 
your referral. 
 

 Latitude Longitude 

Location 
Point 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NE Cnr 
Woleebee 
Ck Group 

-26 10 00 149 50 00 

SW Cnr 
Woleebee 
Ck Group 

-26 20 00 149 35 00 

NE Cnr 
Pinelands 
Group 

-26 20 00 150 05 00 

SW Cnr 
Pinelands 
Group 

-26 35 00 149 55 00 

NE Cnr 
Arvin 

Group 

-26 45 00 150 10 00 

SW Cnr 
Arvin 
Group 

-27 00 00 150 00 00 

NE Cnr 
Main 

Group 

-26 35 00 151 05 00 

SW Cnr 
Main 
Group 

-27 30 00 150 15 00 

 

 The Interactive Mapping Tool may provide assistance in determining the coordinates for your project area.  
 
If area less than 5 hectares, provide the location as a single pair of latitude and longitude references. If area greater 
than 5 hectares, provide bounding location points.  
 
If the proposed action is linear (eg. a road or pipeline), provide coordinates for each turning point. 
 
Do not use AMG coordinates. 

1.3 Locality 

The gas field area is located in the Surat Basin in southern Queensland.  The nearest towns are Miles, 
Chinchilla, Condamine and Tara.  The Condamine River bisects the tenure areas (refer Figure 1). 

1.4 Size of the development 
footprint or work area 
(hectares) 

The CSG field area is within 4,500 km2 (450,000 hectares) of petroleum 
tenures.  The proposed works will impact an area of approximately 26,760 
hectares which is a total of 5.7% of the total area. Progressive rehabilitation 
of well lease will reduce this to 13,200 hectares which is a total of 2.8% of 
the total area. 

Existing activities within the tenure encompass approximately a further 
2,000 hectares.  Thus the proposed works in support of the Project will take 
the cumulative well lease disturbance areas to 28,760 hectares (not 
accounting for shutdown and rehabilitation) which is 6% of the total area. 

1.5 Street address of the site Not applicable 

1.6 Lot description  

The Coal Seam Gas Field is located within the following petroleum tenures in Queensland: Authority To 
Prospect (ATP): ATP651, ATP574, ATP632 (portion of), ATP676, ATP647, ATP648, ATP610, ATP621. 
Petroleum lease application (PLA):PLA 247, PLA211, PLA212, PLA263, PLA180, PL179, PL201, PL228, 
PL229 PLA257, PLA259, PLA261, PLA262 (refer Figure1). 
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1.7 Local Government Area and Council contact (if known) 
If the project is subject to local government planning approval, provide the name of the relevant council contact 
officer. 

The Coal Seam Gas Field lies within the Dalby Regional Council Area but is to be carried out under the 
Queensland Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act (P&G Act) 2004 and is therefore exempt from 
local government planning approval. 

1.8 Timeframe 
Specify the timeframe in which the action will be taken including the estimated start date of construction/operation. 

Production wells are anticipated to commence upon receipt of all approvals and permits with first gas to 
the LNG Plant in Q3 2013.  Coal Seam Gas Field development activities will continue over the initial 20-
year life of the Project.  Processing and compression facilities and supporting infrastructure, such as the 
construction camps will be constructed in the gas field development ramp-up phase (pre-2013). 

1.9 Alternatives 
Does the proposed action 
include alternative 
timeframes, locations or 
activities? 

 No 

 Yes, you must also complete Section 2.2 

1.10 State assessment 
Is the action subject to a 
state or territory 
environmental impact 
assessment? 

 No 

 Yes, you must also complete Section 2.4 

1.11 Component of larger 
action 
Is the proposed action a 
component of a larger action? 

 No 

 Yes, you must also complete Section 2.6 

1.12 Related actions/proposals 
Is the proposed action related 
to other actions or proposals 
in the region (if known)? 

 No 

 Yes, provide details: 
Refer Section 2.6. 

1.13 Australian Government 
funding 
Has the person proposing to 
take the action received any 
Australian Government grant 
funding to undertake this 
project?  

 No 

 Yes, provide details: 
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2 Detailed description of proposed action 
NOTE: It is important that the description is complete and includes all components and activities associated with the action.  
If certain related components are not intended to be included within the scope of the referral, this should be clearly 
explained in section 2.6. 
 
2.1 Description of proposed action 
This should be a detailed description outlining all activities and aspects of the proposed action and should reference figures 
and/or attachments, as appropriate. 

This referral is for the Coal Seam Gas Field component of the Queensland Curtis LNG Project 
(refer Section 2.6). 

To accommodate the gas demand of the proposed LNG Plant, existing activities (refer Section 1.12) 
will require significant expansion of well development, in-field processing, associated water 
management, land access and infrastructure activities.  This will require: 

 Resource certification to supply up to 1.2 PJ/day (1,200 TJ/day) to supply two LNG trains, 
including the conversion of existing exploration tenure to production tenure;  

 Approximately 6,000 wells over the minimum 20-year life of the Project; 

 Expedited review and planning for beneficial use of associated water; 

 Additional compressor and processing plants; and 

 Investigation of options for in-ground storage of gas. 

As a result of the increased gas production, associated water volumes will also increase and options 
are being considered for beneficial use of this resource in line with the Queensland Environmental 
Protection Agency (QEPA) guideline Management of water produced in association with 
petroleum activities (associated water).  

Construction activities for the Coal Seam Gas Field will include: 
 Commercial well development (access land clearance, well lease development, installation of 

gathering lines and sumps); 
 Construction of in-field screw compressor stations; 
 Construction of gas processing and compression facilities connecting to the high-pressure gas 

pipeline network and associated water separating and dehydration facilities; 
 Management of associated water (pondage, delivery lines and beneficial use alternatives within 

the gas fields and in the wider Darling Downs region); 
 Construction of required camps and field support facilities (offices and warehouse etc); and 
 Water research and development activities (reinjection, crop trials and carbon offset options). 

CSG wells, gas and water pipelines and gas production and processing plant will operate for the life 
of the Project.  The Proponents will plan for and implement all infrastructure, processes and 
procedures required for the safe and compliant operation of all associated Project activities.  
Operational activities will include: 
 Well operation and maintenance; 
 Access road maintenance; 
 Stakeholder land maintenance; 
 Property management; 
 Compression and Processing Plant operation and maintenance; and 
 Associated water infrastructure operation and maintenance.  

The key activity with the potential to impact on matters of National Environmental Significance (NES) 
is the clearing of vegetation for the installation of wells, gathering lines, access tracks, compressors, 
storage ponds and camps. 
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In the interests of clarity, the proposed action the subject of this referral does not include clearing 
and preparation of worker’s camps described as KP5 and KP63, does not include the double jointing 
yard referred to as KP0, and the area known as the Miles lay down area. 

 
2.2 Alternative locations, time frames or activities that form part of the referred action 
If you have identified that the proposed action includes alternative timeframes, locations or activities (in section 1.9) you 
must complete this section. Describe any alternatives related to the physical location of the action, time-frames within 
which the action is to be taken and alternative methods or activities for undertaking the action.  Please note, if the action 
that you propose to take is determined to be a controlled action, any alternative locations, timeframes or activities that are 
identified here may be subject to environmental assessment and a decision on whether to approve the alternative. 

CSG field development is constrained and defined by the physical location of the gas fields.  
Gathering systems and well placement are negotiated with all stakeholders and are focused on safety 
requirements and the avoidance of environmentally or culturally sensitive locations.  The existing 
development is currently managed under Development Plans, as approved by the Queensland 
Department of Mines and Energy (QDME).  Environmental authority(ies) (EA) for QGC’s petroleum 
tenures and development-specific Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) have been approved by 
the QEPA. 

2.3 Context, planning framework and state/local government requirements 
Explain the context in which the action is proposed, including any relevant planning framework at the state and/or local 
government level (eg. within scope of a management plan, planning initiative or policy framework). Describe any 
Commonwealth or state legislation or policies under which approvals are required or will be considered against.  

An Initial Advice Statement (IAS) has been prepared by the Proponents to initiate the environmental 
impact assessment procedures of the State Development and Public Works Organisation (SDPWO) 
Act 1971 (Qld) for the Queensland Curtis LNG Project. On 4 July 2008, the Queensland Coordinator-
General declared the Project to be a significant project for which an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) is required in accordance with Part 4 of the SDPWO Act 1971 (Qld). On this basis the 
Queensland Department of Infrastructure and Planning will manage the EIS process on behalf of the 
Coordinator-General. 

As the Project covers a broad geographic area, effective cross-governmental coordination 
(i.e. Australian, State and Local Government) will be required. 

Project components will require environmental authorities issued under the Environmental Protection 
Act 1994 (Qld), and licences and permits under the Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) 
Act 2004 (Qld).  Various other approvals and permits will be required under a range of other 
legislation applicable to specific Project components.  

Under Schedule 9 of the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (IPA), activities carried out under the P&G Act 
are exempt from assessment against Council planning schemes. The Project development would, 
however, take into account the aims and objectives of the relevant planning schemes.   

2.4 Environmental impact assessments under Commonwealth, state or territory legislation 
If you have identified that the proposed action will be or has been subject to a state or territory environmental impact 
statement (in section 1.10) you must complete this section. Describe any environmental assessment of the relevant impacts 
of the project that has been, is being, or will be carried out under state or territory legislation. Specify the type and nature 
of the assessment, the relevant legislation and the current status of any assessments or approvals. Where possible, provide 
contact details for the state/territory assessment contact officer. 
Describe or summarise any public consultation undertaken, or to be undertaken, during the assessment. Attach copies of 
relevant assessment documentation and outcomes of public consultations (if available). 

The Project will be subject to an environmental impact assessment pursuant to the SDPWO Act.  
The EIS will be evaluated under ‘An Agreement between the Australian Government and the State of 
Queensland under section 45 of the Australian Government Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) relating to Environmental Assessment’ (Queensland Bilateral 
Agreement). 

A single EIS will be prepared for the Project including a comprehensive public consultation process.  
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2.5 Consultation with Indigenous stakeholders 
Where Indigenous stakeholders are likely to be affected by your proposed action, your referral should describe any 
consultations undertaken with Indigenous stakeholders. Identify the relevant stakeholders and the status of consultations 
at the time of the referral.  

The Proponents are developing an extensive consultation and negotiation plan with Indigenous 
stakeholders affected by the Project.  This plan has two principal aspects. The first revolves around a 
Social Impact Assessment (SIA) for the Project which proposes comprehensively to examine the 
impacts and effects of the Project on those Indigenous communities affected. This is broader than 
the native title and cultural heritage impacts, which will be addressed as the second part of the plan. 
For this second part of the plan, a substantial negotiation in relation to native title and cultural 
heritage is proposed with Traditional Owner groups affected by the Project. It will involve the 
development of Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs) and Cultural Heritage Management Plans 
(CHMPs) for the entire Project footprint. 

The Project has identified Traditional Owner groups and the local communities for the Project area. 
The assessment of which Traditional Owner groups are to be involved in negotiations on the Project 
is a matter for ongoing negotiation and discussion with those groups. There are possibly as yet 
unidentified groups within the Project area. 

Consultations have yet to commence and it is intended that they will commence in the near future. 

2.6 A staged development or component of a larger project 
If you have identified that the proposed action is a component of a larger action (in section 1.11) you must complete this 
section. Provide information about the larger action and details of any interdependency between the stages/components 
and the larger action. You may also provide justification as to why you believe it is reasonable for the referred action to be 
considered separately from the larger proposal (eg. the referred action is ‘stand-alone’ and viable in its own right, there are 
separate responsibilities for component actions or approvals have been split in a similar way at the state or local 
government levels). 
 

This action is part of the Queensland Curtis LNG Project which proposes the development of an 
integrated LNG project in Queensland comprising three principal components: 

 Coal Seam Gas Field – the expansion of QGC’s existing coal seam gas (CSG) operations in the 
Surat Basin, to provide gas for the LNG Plant and domestic gas markets; 

 Pipeline Network – the development, construction and operation of a gas pipeline network of 
approximately 800 km to link the QGC upstream gas fields and other nearby CSG resources to the 
LNG Plant and 

 LNG Facility – the development, construction and operation of the LNG Plant and Associated 
Onshore Facilities, and Marine Facilities, to be located on Curtis Island in the Gladstone area, with 
an ultimate production capacity of up to 12 million tonnes per annum (mtpa), nominally 
comprising three LNG trains, each of 3 to 4 mtpa production capacity. 

The Project also incorporates a number of ancillary sub-component and activities which are 
necessary for the development of the Project.  

This referral is one of a total of nine (9) referrals covering the overall Project.  Indicative locations of 
the actions covered by these referrals are shown in Figure 1 and Figures 2.1 – 2.7.  As a whole, the 
Project will consist of the following: 

Referral 
No. 

Project 
Component / 

Sub-component 

Summary Description and  
'Action' being Referred 

 
Comments / Inclusions & Exclusions 

1 Coal Seam Gas 
Field  

Expansion of the QGC operated coal 
seam gas (CSG) fields in the Surat 
Basin to supply gas for the QCLNG 
Project.   

Includes development, production, 
decommissioning and associated activities 
(e.g.: associated water storage). 
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Referral 
No. 

Project 
Component / 

Sub-component 

Summary Description and  
'Action' being Referred 

 
Comments / Inclusions & Exclusions 

Does not include existing QGC exploration 
and production activities relating to 
ongoing CSG commercialisation programs 
and for existing contracted gas supplies. 

2 Pipeline 
Network 

Development, construction, operation 
and decommissioning of a pipeline 
network of approximately 800 
kilometres to link coal seam gas fields 
in the Surat Basin to the proposed 
QCLNG LNG Plant located on 
Curtis Island, adjacent to Gladstone.  
Pipeline network will include: 

 Main Pipeline (gas); 

 Collection Lateral(s) (gas); 

 and Interconnection Network 
(gas and water). 

Does not include existing QGC field 
pipelines under development now or in the 
future which are associated with QGC's 
ongoing CSG commercialisation programs. 

Includes main pipeline crossing of The 
Narrows at the northern end of the Port of 
Gladstone. 

3 LNG Plant and 
Associated 

Onshore 
Facilities 

 

Development, construction, operation 
and decommissioning of a multi-train 
LNG Plant and associated onshore 
facilities on Curtis Island, adjacent to 
Gladstone.   

Includes approximately 300 hectares 
onshore footprint (above high water mark). 

Onshore footprint may include temporary 
construction camp(s). 

The LNG Plant and associated onshore 
facilities will have an ultimate capacity of 
up to 12 million tonnes per annum (mtpa), 
nominally comprising three LNG trains, 
each of 3 to 4 mtpa production capacity. 

4 LNG Marine 
Facilities 

Development, construction, operation 
and decommissioning of LNG Marine 
Facilities for: 

 receiving and  loading of LNG 
tankers (Curtis Island); 

 receiving  butane to be 
incorporated in the LNG 
exports (Curtis Island); and 

 receiving equipment barges 
and personnel ferry services to 
and from the LNG Facility and 
Gladstone (Gladstone and 
Curtis Island). 

Includes LNG Terminal (i.e. jetty and 
associated marine infrastructure), and 
docking and associated facilities on the 
mainland and Curtis Island to provide ferry 
and barge services. 

5 Swing Basin 
and Channel 

Dredging 

Dredging works (including associated 
spoil disposal) within the Port of 
Gladstone to construct a swing basin, 
channel extensions and deepening 
required for shipping associated with 
the Queensland Curtis LNG Project. 

This will include dredging within existing 
shipping channels (as required) as well as 
dredging of new channels, swing basin and 
ship berths along the western side of Curtis 
Island (south of Laird Point). 

Does not include any dredging associated 
with bridge or pipeline development. 

Does not include dredging undertaken by 
Gladstone Ports Corporation as part of 
ongoing maintenance or development of 
the Port of Gladstone. 

The Swing Basin and Channel Dredging 
works may be developed by party or 
parties other than the Proponents. 

6 Curtis Island 
Bridge  

Construction, operation, maintenance , 
decommissioning of a road bridge 
connecting the mainland and Curtis 
Island.  

Bridge to cross The Narrows from 
approximately Friend Point on the mainland 
to Laird Point on the western side of Curtis 
Island (south of Graham Creek). 
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Referral 
No. 

Project 
Component / 

Sub-component 

Summary Description and  
'Action' being Referred 

 
Comments / Inclusions & Exclusions 

This bridge is ancillary infrastructure 
required for the development of the 
Queensland Curtis LNG Project and other 
LNG projects proposed on Curtis Island. 
The Bridge may be developed by party or 
parties other than the Proponents. 

7 Mainland Road 
and Bridge 
Approach  

Construction, operation, maintenance 
and decommissioning of up to 6 
kilometres of road, connecting existing 
gazetted roads on the mainland side of 
the Port of Gladstone with the western 
end of the Curtis Island Bridge. 

 

The development of the Mainland Road 
and Bridge Approach may involve 
construction of a causeway along part of 
its length, crossing intertidal zones on the 
mainland. 

The Mainland Road and Bridge Approach is 
required for the development of the Curtis 
Island Bridge. 

The Mainland Road and Bridge Approach 
may be developed by party or parties other 
than the Proponents.  

8 Curtis Island 
Road  

Construction, operation maintenance 
and decommissioning of up to 8.5 
kilometres of road/s from the Curtis 
Island Bridge to the QCLNG LNG Facility 
on Curtis Island.  

The development of the Curtis Island Road 
may involve construction of a causeway 
along part of its length, crossing intertidal 
zones on Curtis Island. 

The Curtis Island Road is required for the 
development of the Curtis Island Bridge. 

The Curtis Island Road may be developed 
by party or parties other than the 
Proponents. 

9 Shipping 
Activities 

Shipping activities associated with the 
Queensland Curtis LNG Project, 
including: 

 regular transit of LNG tankers; 

 infrequent transit of ships 
carrying butane; 

 transit of construction 
equipment barges and 
personnel ferries between 
Gladstone and Curtis Island; 
and 

 other associated shipping 
activities. 

Shipping conducted within the Australian 
Exclusive Economic Zone comprising 
Australian waters, including the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park, Great Barrier 
Reef World Heritage Area and Gladstone 
Port limits up to mean high water mark. 

Includes: 

 Barge /ferry to and from the 
construction docks / ferry terminals on 
the mainland and Curtis Island 
associated with the transportation of 
construction and operations equipment 
and personnel between the mainland 
and Curtis Island; 

 Tug and pilot boat operation to support 
safe passage of LNG and LPG shipping;  

 Ship refuelling operations; 

 LNG ship operation, including disposal 
of ballast water; 

 Butane ship operation, including 
disposal of ballast water; and 

 Any other associated shipping and 
navigational aids and activities. 
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3 Description of environment & likely impacts 

3.1 Matters of national environmental significance 
Describe the affected area and the likely impacts of the proposal, emphasising the relevant matters protected by the EPBC 
Act. Refer to relevant maps as appropriate.  The interactive map tool can help determine whether matters of national 
environmental significance or other matters protected by the EPBC Act are likely to occur in your area of interest. 
  
Your assessment of impacts should refer to the following resources (available from the Department’s web site):  
 specific values of individual World Heritage properties, National Heritage places and the ecological character of Ramsar 

wetlands; 
 profiles of relevant species/communities (where available), that will assist in the identification of significance;  
 Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 – Matters of National Environmental Significance; and 
 associated sectoral and species policy statements available on the web site, as relevant. 
 
Note that even if your action will not be taken in a World Heritage area, Ramsar wetland, Commonwealth 
marine area, or on Commonwealth land, it could still impact upon these areas (for example, through 
downstream impacts). Consideration of likely impacts should include both direct and indirect impacts. 

A search of the DEWHA EPBC Act Protected Matters database was undertaken 13 March 2008 (refer 
Annex A).  The data search area was semi-rectangular, covering the tenements of interest (equating 
to the area -26.1644, 149.5812, -26.1658, 149.8362, -27.0478, 151.0823, -27.4993, 151.0486, -
27.0478, 149.5812, with an additional 0.5 km buffer). 

3.1 (a) World Heritage Properties 
 
Description 

There are no world heritage properties within the area of the Coal Seam Gas Field. 

 
3.1 (b) National Heritage Places 
 
Description 

There are no National Heritage Places within the area of the Coal Seam Gas Field. 

 
3.1 (c) Wetlands of International Importance (declared Ramsar wetlands) 
 
Description 

The Coal Seam Gas Field is within the same catchment as two Ramsar sites, but is remote from both 
sites.  The Narran Lake Nature Reserve is approximately 450 km southwest of the Coal Seam Gas 
Field, and the Shoalwater and Corio Bay areas are approximately 460 km to the north. 

Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the ecological character of any Ramsar wetlands 

Due to the distance of the wetlands from the Coal Seam Gas Field it is highly unlikely that the 
Proponents’ gas field development will impact these protected areas.   
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3.1 (d) Listed threatened species and ecological communities  
 
Description 

The only matters of NES known to occur in the vicinity of the QGC petroleum tenements are EPBC Act 
listed communities and species. 

The DEWHA EPBC Act Protected Matters database search identified four EPBC Act listed communities 
that are known or potentially occur within or adjacent to the tenements.  They are: 

 Bluegrass dominant grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions; 

 Brigalow dominant and co-dominant; 

 Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt and Nandewar Bioregions (SEVT); and 

 White-box-Yellow-box-Blakely’s Red Gum grassy woodland and derived native grassland. 

The existing Queensland Herbarium Regional Ecosystem (RE) mapping shows two of these communities 
as occurring within the tenements.  The REs which are representative of each EPBC Act listed 
community within the tenements are listed in Table 1. 

Table 1:  EPBC Act  listed communities within the tenements 

Vegetation Communities / RE* Status 

 RE Description EPBC Act 

Brigalow 11.3.1 Acacia harpophylla and / or Casuarina cristata 
open forest on alluvial plains 

Endangered 

11.4.3 Acacia harpophylla and / or Casuarina cristata 
shrubby open forest on Cainozoic clay plains 

Endangered 

11.4.7 Open forest to woodland of Eucalyptus 
populnea with Acacia harpophylla and/or 
Casuarina cristata on Cainozoic clay plains 

Endangered 

11.4.10 Eucalyptus populnea or E. pilligaensis, Acacia 
harpophylla, Casuarina cristata open forest to 
woodland on margins of Cainozoic clay plains 

Endangered 

11.9.5 Acacia harpophylla and / or Casuarina cristata 
open forest on fine-grained sedimentary rocks 

Endangered 

11.9.6 Acacia melvillei ± A. harpophylla open forest on 
fine-grained sedimentary rocks 

Endangered 

SEVT 11.9.4 Semi-evergreen vine thicket on fine grained 
sedimentary rocks 

Endangered 

*based on existing Queensland Herbarium RE mapping 

The extent of each EPBC Act listed community has been calculated for the tenements based on the 
existing RE mapping and is provided within Table 2. 
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Table 2:  Estimate of areas of each EPBC Act listed community within the tenements 

EPBC Act Listed Community Area* (ha) 
Brigalow  2,630 
SEVT  565 
TOTAL  3,195 

*based on existing Queensland Herbarium RE mapping 

The total area of each RE that is representative of the EPBC Act listed communities recorded on the 
QGC tenements is shown in Table 3.  

Table 3:  Estimated area of each RE that is representative of the EPBC Act listed communities 

 
EPBC Act Listed Community 

 
RE 

Estimated Total Area 
within Tenements (ha) 

Brigalow 11.3.1 385 
 11.4.3 1,250 
 11.4.7 11 
 11.4.10 170 
 11.9.5 810 
 11.9.6 4 
SEVT 11.9.4 565 
TOTAL  3,195 

Six EPBC Act listed flora species are known to occur on the petroleum authority areas and a further 
seven are considered to have a reasonable likelihood of occurring but have not to date been 
detected within the petroleum tenements (refer Table 4). 

The review of the biological databases for the QGC petroleum tenements identified the potential 
presence of 28 fauna species with EPBC Act status for the region. Of these, 24 are considered likely 
to occur in the QGC petroleum tenements. They include 2 endangered, 12 vulnerable, 10 migratory 
and 5 marine species (refer Table 5). 

Field surveys will be completed to confirm the presence, potential presence and likely extent of these 
and other threatened species within the Coal Seam Gas Field.  These surveys will be undertaken in 
the EIS phase of the Project. 

Table 4:  EPBC Act listed flora known or with potential to occur in Coal Seam Gas Field 

Common Name Scientific Name EPBC Act Occurrence 
None known Homopholis belsonii V Potential 
None known Acacia chinchillensis V Known 
Curly-bark Wattle Acacia curranii V Known 
Tara Wattle Acacia lauta V Known 
None known Acacia wardellii V Known 
Ooline Cadellia pentastylis V Potential 
Gurulmundi Fringe Myrtle Calytrix gurulmundensis V Known 
None known Denhamia parvifolia V Potential 
Shiny-leaved Ironbark Eucalyptus virens V Potential 
None known Philotheca sporadica V Known 
None known Rhaphidospora 

bonneyana 
V Potential 

Toadflax Thesium australe V Potential 
None known Westringia parvifolia  V Potential 

V = Vulnerable 



Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
 

001 Referral of proposed action vJUN08  Page 12 of 30 

Table 5:  EPBC Act listed vertebrate fauna with potential to occur in Coal Seam Gas Field 

Common Name Scientific Name EPBC Act 
Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor E 
Regent Honeyeater Anthochaera phrygia E, Mi 
Australian Painted Snipe Rostratula australis V 
Black-breasted Button-quail Turnix melanogaster V 
Brigalow Scaly-foot Paradelma orientalis V 
Dunmall's snake Furina dunmalli V 
Eastern Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus timoriensis V 
Yakka Skink Egernia rugosa V 
Red Goshawk Erythrotriorchis radiatus  V 
Squatter Pigeon (southern) Geophaps scripta scripta V 
Large-eared Pied Bat  Chalinolobus dwyeri V 
Murray Cod Maccullochella peelii peelii V 
Five-clawed Worm Skink Anomalopus mackayi V 
Grassland Earless Dragon  Tympanocryptus pinguicolla V 
White-throated Needletail  Hirundapus caudacutus Mi 
Rainbow Bee-eater  Merops ornatus  Mi 
Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons Mi 
Great Egret  Ardea alba Mi, Ma 

Cattle Egret  Ardea ibis Mi, Ma 
Lathams Snipe  Gallinago hardwickii Mi, Ma 
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis Mi 
Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis Mi 
Fork-tailed Swift  Apus pacificus  Mi, Ma 
Magpie Goose  Anseranus semipalmata Ma 

E= Endangered, V=Vulnerable, Mi=Migratory, Ma=Marine. 
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Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the members of any listened threatened species or any threatened ecological community, or their 
habitat 

Over half of the petroleum tenements are cleared and likely to be able to accommodate the proposed 
infrastructure without risk of significant impacts on any EPBC Act listed communities or species.   

Once the infrastructure has been developed, there is potential to allow tree and shrub vegetation to 
naturally re-establish over a portion of the areas originally cleared. 

With the typical well life being 20 years, wells and the associated pipelines and access roads will be 
progressively rehabilitated over the life of the Project. Rehabilitation activities will commence 
sequentially at ramp-down/cessation of commercial production for depleted wells. 

Longer-term, the gas fields are likely to be decommissioned within several decades.  Subject to the 
exception that landholders may, at that future time, choose to manage their properties in a manner 
that inhibits natural regrowth, the impacts associated with clearing for construction and maintenance 
are considered to be to a very large degree reversible. 

Minor clearances within Brigalow communities may be required for the construction of roads and 
pipelines.  Cleared areas would partially revegetate as the size requirements for the construction of 
these infrastructure items is greatest during the development phase but can then be reduced once 
production is established.  

It is envisaged that all SEVT communities will be able to be avoided. 

Flora and fauna populations may potentially be impacted by the well infrastructure though removal of 
fauna habitat (through vegetation clearing). fragmentation and degradation of habitats, creation of 
temporary fauna traps (open trenches), and temporary interruption to established faunal movement 
paths.  In particular, linear features such as access roads and gathering pipeline easements may 
present physical barriers to wildlife movement. 

These impacts will be minimised through careful infrastructure site selection (including pre-clearance 
survey) following the detailed environmental studies to avoid sensitive habitats; implementation of a 
detailed EMP; and careful restoration of disturbed areas or management of selected areas to improve 
habitat quality. 

Other potential impacts on EPBC Act listed communities and species include: 

 The movement of machinery and vehicles spreading weeds including Parthenium Weed and Giant 
Rat’s-tail Grass; 

 Increased likelihood of wildfire from machinery and construction operations; and 

 Spills of mildly saline (generally 2,000-5,000 ppm) water from well production activities impacting on 
vegetation. 
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3.1 (e) Listed migratory species 
 
Description 

Ten listed migratory species were identified as having the potential to occur within the Coal Seam Gas Field 
area as shown in the following Table. 

Common Name  Scientific Name  EPBC Act 
Regent Honeyeater Anthochaera Phrygia E, Mi 
White-throated Needletail  Hirundapus caudacutus Mi 
Rainbow Bee-eater  Merops ornatus  Mi 
Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons Mi 
Great Egret  Ardea alba Mi, Ma 
Cattle Egret  Ardea ibis Mi, Ma 
Lathams Snipe  Gallinago hardwickii Mi, Ma 
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis Mi 
Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis Mi 
Fork-tailed Swift  Apus pacificus  Mi, Ma 

E= Endangered, V=Vulnerable, Mi=Migratory, Ma=Marine. 

 
 
Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the members of any listed migratory species, or their habitat 

The potential impacts and control measures for threatened species would also apply to migratory species and 
these will be assessed as part of the EIS process. 

 
3.1 (f) Commonwealth marine area 
 
Description 

The Coal Seam Gas Field is not within any Commonwealth marine areas.  Five marine bird species 
were identified as having the potential to utilise the area (as shown in Section 3.1 (e)). 

Common Name  Scientific Name  EPBC Act 

Great Egret  Ardea alba Mi, Ma 

Cattle Egret  Ardea ibis Mi, Ma 

Lathams Snipe  Gallinago hardwickii Mi, Ma 

Fork-tailed Swift  Apus pacificus  Mi, Ma 

Magpie Goose  Anseranus semipalmata Ma 
E= Endangered, V=Vulnerable, Mi=Migratory, Ma=Marine. 

 
Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on any part of the Commonwealth marine area  

The potential impacts and control measures for threatened species would also apply to marine species and these 
will be assessed as part of the EIS process. 
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3.1 (g) Commonwealth land 
 
Description 
If the action will affect Commonwealth land also describe the more general environment. The Policy Statement titled  
Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon, Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth 
agencies provides further details on the type of information needed. If applicable, identify any potential impacts from actions 
taken outside the Australian jurisdiction on the environment in a Commonwealth Heritage Place overseas. 

The proposed action will not be completed by a Commonwealth agency or affect Commonwealth land.   

 
Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on any Commonwealth land 
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3.2 Nuclear actions, actions taken by the Commonwealth (or Commonwealth 
agency), actions taken in a Commonwealth marine area, or actions taken on 
Commonwealth land 

You must describe the nature and extent of likely impacts (both direct & indirect) on the whole environment if your project:  
 is a nuclear action;  
 will be taken by the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth agency;  
 will be taken in a Commonwealth marine area; or  
 will be taken on Commonwealth land.  
 
Your assessment of impacts should refer to the Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon, 
Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth agencies and specifically address impacts on: 
 ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities; 
 natural and physical resources; 
 the qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas; 
 the heritage values of places; and 
 the social, economic and cultural aspects of the above things. 
 
3.2 (a) Is the proposed action a nuclear action?  No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment 

 

 

 
 
3.2 (b) Is the proposed action to be taken by the 

Commonwealth or a Commonwealth 
agency? 

 No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment 

 

 

 
 
3.2 (c) Is the proposed action to be taken in a 

Commonwealth marine area? 
 No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment (in addition to 3.1(f)) 

 

 

 
 
3.2 (d) Is the proposed action to be taken on 

Commonwealth land? 
 No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment (in addition to 3.1(g)) 
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3.3  Other important features of the environment 

Provide a description of the following features of the project area and the affected area. 

3.3 (a) Soil and vegetation characteristics 

Soils 

The Coal Seam Gas Field is located near the edge of the Great Artesian Basin, with the Walloon Coal 
measures outcropping at the north east extent. The surface geology of the Coal Seam Gas Field 
generally comprises Tertiary sediments. Associated water produced in the extraction of CSG is drawn 
from the coal seams in the Walloon Measures. 

The Coal Seam Gas Field area is generally approximately 300 m above sea level, and includes the 
following land zones (Sattler & Williams, 1999): 

 Uniform sand plains; 
 Alluvial plains; 
 Gently undulating clay; 
 Duricrusts and footslopes; 
 Fine-grained sediments; and 
 Coarse-grained sediments. 

Land resource areas within the Coal Seam Gas Field comprise clay alluvial plains, poplar box flat 
plains, cypress pine sands, brigalow plains, brigalow rises, rolling downs, ironbark/bulloak forests, 
poplar box rises and light forests. 

Terrestrial Flora 

More than half of the tenement area is cleared land.  The majority of remnant vegetation is Ironbark 
woodlands over Cypress Pine and Bull Oak.  This community is widespread across the tenements.   

Brigalow communities occur in some of the alluvial and higher nutrient soils.  These are mostly thin 
strips and small patches in an otherwise cleared agricultural landscape.  A few small patches of SEVT 
occur in the far north western tenements. 

The majority of tenement vegetation is common and widespread. In relation to State protected 
remnant vegetation, the QGC total acreage includes 2.49% of concern and 2.45% endangered RE 
and these areas will generally be protected from well development activity by a preferred 
management strategy of avoidance. 

Further information in relation to threatened REs and flora species is provided in Section 3.1. 

3.3 (b) Water flows, including rivers, creeks and impoundments 

Surface Hydrology 

The Coal Seam Gas Field is located within the Condamine-Balonne catchment. The Condamine River 
is a regional river which meanders through the Coal Seam Gas Field. All rivers flow towards the 
south west. The Moonie River and Balonne Rivers (two other regional rivers) are located to the south 
of the Coal Seam Gas Field. 

The Condamine Catchment Management Association characterises the hydrology of the Condamine 
catchment as: 
 Highly variable;  
 Average rainfall is 726 mm per year;  
 Seventy percent of rain falls in the summer months from October to March;  
 Rainfall is highly variable in timing and amount in any one year; 
 Few streams have permanent flow; and 
 30-35% of the mean natural flow is diverted for agricultural, domestic and industrial use. 
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Hydrogeology 

The area of the Coal Seam Gas Field comprises part of the Surat Basin and largely falls within the 
Great Artesian Basin groundwater management area (GMA) Number 21 (Surat East).  A narrow 
wedge to the west of the gas field area belongs to GMA Number 19 (Surat). A small area on the 
eastern side of the Project area belongs to GMA Number 24 (Eastern Downs). 

The Surat Basin is one of the major sedimentary basins of the Great Artesian Basin and extends 
across Queensland and New South Wales. The main aquifers within the Coal Seam Gas Field are the 
Precipice Sandstone aquifer, the Hutton Sandstone aquifer, the Springbok Sandstone aquifer, the 
Gubberamunda Sandstone aquifer and the Mooga Sandstone aquifer. These aquifers are important 
aquifers due to their physical characteristics (i.e., thickness and transmissivity), which result in 
significant water bearing capacities. 

The Walloon Coal Measures from which CSG is extracted is an aquifer with low connectivity to the 
local groundwater source. 

Water Quality 

Analyses undertaken of historical (2005 – 2007) associated water samples taken from the fields 
within QGC operations in the Walloon Fairway indicate that the water would require treatment to 
meet drinking water quality and is not of a quality suitable for release to fresh water bodies, based 
on the concentration of some metals and salts.  

Associated Water 

A key issue of the development of the Coal Seam Gas Field will be the production of associated 
water.  The rate of associated water production will increase from the current level of approximately 
20ML/day to 60ML/day by 2013. 

QGC has been pursuing alternatives for the beneficial use of associated water from gas production.  
Disposal by evaporation pondage is the least preferred option for management of associated water 
due to the potential for water re-use as a resource in the local area and region for both drinking 
water and industrial uses. 

Potential re-use is dependent on the associated water remaining treatable.  

Water Management 

Associated water is currently managed through surface storage in evaporation ponds centrally 
located within the current development area. 

The Proponents are actively reviewing options for the beneficial use of associated water. 

3.3 (c) Outstanding natural features, including caves 

There are no additional outstanding natural features identified other than those addressed 
elsewhere. 

3.3 (d) Gradient 

The area of the Coal Seam Gas Field has generally low relief, sloping gently towards the south 
west. Some steeper areas occur in the north-western tenements and these areas drain to the north. 

3.3 (e) Buildings or other infrastructure 

The landscape character is typical of agricultural areas with limited housing, transport and other 
infrastructure.  A small number of high pressure gas pipelines transect the southern and central 
tenement areas including the Roma to Brisbane Gas Pipeline. 

3.3 (f) Marine areas 

Not applicable 
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3.3 (g) Kinds of fauna & flora 

A range of fauna and flora species have been identified as potentially occurring in the petroleum 
tenements (refer to sections 3.1 and 3.3 (a)). 

3.3 (h) Current state of the environment in the area 
Include information about the extent of erosion, whether the area is infested with weeds or feral animals and whether the 
area is covered by native vegetation or crops. 

The majority of the area is cleared and used for rural purposes.  There are also a few areas of State 
Forest within the tenements area.  Detailed field studies will be completed during the EIS phase of 
the Project to identify areas of remnant vegetation, soil types and erosion potential and to determine 
appropriate control measures. 

3.3 (i) Other important or unique values of the environment 
Describe any other key features of the environment affected by, or in proximity to the proposed action (for example, any 
national parks, conservation reserves, wetlands of national significance etc).  

Lake Broadwater lies just outside of the Coal Seam Gas Field, 25km southwest of Dalby and is 
protected under the Lake Broadwater Conservation Park.  The Gums Lagoon lies some 26km south of 
Tara and is protected by a reserve for natural resource management. 

3.3 (j) Tenure of the action area (eg freehold, leasehold) 

QGC has ownership of selective freehold land within the acreage of PLs and ATPs.  These properties 
have been purchased outright for the location of infrastructure such as the compression facilities and 
evaporation ponds.  They represent a small proportion of the total tenement areas.  The vast 
majority of the tenements are freehold land.  Several State Forests occur within the tenements. 

3.3 (k) Existing land/marine uses of area 

Land use within the Coal Seam Gas Field is generally rural in nature. The land use is typical of 
western Queensland with the easternmost extent of the Coal Seam Gas Field comprising some 
cultivated land including intensive farming and feedlots, trending to low intensity grazing in the west 
as land suitability and mean rainfall declines.  The major land uses in the gas field area include 
livestock farming and arable farming. 

Several State Forests occur within the tenements with these areas used for timber harvesting 
(predominately Cypress Pine) and some State Forests also leased out for cattle grazing. 

Urban settlements within the area are relatively small (<5,000 people) and include Chinchilla, Miles, 
Tara and Condamine. Chinchilla is at the heart of extensive infrastructure investment in the energy 
and power sectors with A$3.8 billion currently being invested into Dalby Regional Council by different 
investors across a range of energy and infrastructure projects.   
 
3.3 (l) Any proposed land/marine uses of area 

There are no known new land uses proposed for the area. 
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4 Measures to avoid or reduce impacts 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts may decide that a proposed action is not a controlled action if the 
action will be undertaken in a particular manner that will ensure that any potential significant impacts are avoided or 
reduced by mitigation measures to the extent that they will not be significant (Subsection 77A(1) of the EPBC Act).  
 
To be considered, any such measures must:  
 clearly form part of the referral (eg be identified in the referral form and fall within the responsibility of the person 

proposing to take the action),  
 be concrete and prescriptive, and  
 be clearly effective in avoiding or mitigating significant impacts.  
 
Examples of relevant measures to avoid or reduce impacts may include the timing of works to avoid critical periods for 
listed species, avoidance of habitat important for listed species from direct and indirect impacts, application of specific 
design measures to avoid or reduce impacts, or adoption of specific work practices to reduce or avoid impacts.  
 
More general commitments (eg preparation of management plans or monitoring) and measures aimed at providing 
environmental offsets, compensation or off-site benefits CANNOT be taken into account in making a decision on 
significance (but are relevant at the assessment and approval stages if your project proceeds to these stages).  
 
Refer to the Guideline on Particular Manner Decisions under the EPBC Act available at the Department’s web site. 
 
For any measures intended to avoid or mitigate significant impacts on matters protected under the EPBC Act, specify: 
 what the measure is 
 how the measure is expected to be effective  
 the timeframe or workplan for the measure.  

The Proponents’ approach to the management of potential environmental impacts from the QCLNG 
Project are guided by their policies and procedures on: 

 Environmental Management and Social Performance; and 

 Health and Safety, Security and Environment Management Systems (EMS) including the 
operation of Project-specific Health, Safety, Security and Environment (HSSE) Construction and 
Operations plans which form part of its Quality Management Systems. 

The Proponents are committed to managing operations in a manner that will minimise environmental 
and social impacts and maximise benefits through the implementation of a robust process of project 
planning, impact assessment and mitigation, and management controls. 

Environmental studies will influence the preferred siting/alignment, location, engineering design and 
management measures for the Project.  A Construction, Operations and Decommissioning 
Environmental Management Plan for the different components of the Project will be developed and 
implemented based on the outcome of the environmental impact assessment studies and 
public/regulatory consultation. These plans will be included within the EIS. 
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5 Conclusion on the likelihood of significant impacts  
Identify whether or not you believe the action is a controlled action (ie. significant impacts on the matters protected under 
the Act are likely) and the reasons why. If you think that the action is a controlled action, you must also identify the 
relevant protected matters in section 5.3. (An action is a controlled action if it has, will have, or is likely to have a significant 
impact on a matter protected by a provision of Part 3 of the EPBC Act).   
 

5.1 Do you THINK your proposed action is a controlled action?  

 No, complete section 5.2 

 Yes, complete section 5.3 

 
 

5.2 Proposed action IS NOT a controlled action. 
Specify the key reasons why you think the proposed action is not a controlled action (ie. NOT LIKELY to have significant 
impacts). 
 

5.3 Proposed action IS a controlled action  
Type ‘x’ in the box for the matter(s) of the EPBC Act that you think are likely to be impacted (controlling provisions). 
 
 Matters likely to be impacted 

 sections 12 and 15A (World Heritage) 

 sections 15B and 15C (National Heritage places) 

 sections 16 and 17B (Wetlands of international importance) 

X sections 18 and 18A (Listed threatened species and communities) 

X sections 20 and 20A (Listed migratory species) 

 sections 21 and 22A (Protection of the environment from nuclear actions) 

 sections 23 and 24A (Marine environment) 

 sections 26 and 27A (Protection of the environment from actions involving Commonwealth land) 

 section 28 (Protection of the environment from Commonwealth actions) 

 Sections 27B and 27C (Commonwealth Heritage places outside the Australian Jurisdiction) 

 
Specify the key reasons why you think the proposed action is a controlled action (ie. LIKELY to have 
significant impacts). 

The Proponents do not believe that the action described in this referral will present a significant 
impact to any matters of National Environmental Significance. The proposed development does not 
impact Ramsar sites, Commonwealth marine areas or Commonwealth land. The proposed action is 
not a nuclear action. 

It is acknowledged that endangered ecological communities, listed threatened species and migratory 
species occur within the tenement areas.  The EPBC Act Protected Matters search has identified four 
threatened ecological communities listed under the EPBC Act as potentially occurring within the area 
of the proposed action.  In addition, the search also identified a number of threatened flora and 
fauna species which will be considered as part of the EIS studies. In particular, there is potential for 
24 threatened animal species (including 2 endangered species), 13 threatened plant species and a 
number of migratory species listed under the EPBC Act to occur within the tenement areas. 
Development within the cleared portions of the tenements, which represents over half of their area, 
is unlikely to have any impact on MNES.  Where clearing can not be avoided, infrastructure will be 
been located in a manner that minimizes disturbance and habitat fragmentation. Pre-clearance 
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surveys will be conducted prior to all clearing.  The Proponents are committed to minimizing 
environmental impacts and further refinements will continue to adopt environmentally sensitive 
management strategies. 

While the Proponents believe that the proposed action does not have the potential to significantly 
impact any NES matters, it is appreciated that the lack of certainty relating to the final infrastructure 
locations and construction methods may be of concern to both the Department of Environment, 
Water, Heritage and the Arts and interested members of the public. As such the Proponent consider 
that the proposed action should be controlled under the EPBC Act. 



Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
 

001 Referral of proposed action vJUN08  Page 23 of 30 

 

6 Environmental history of the responsible party 
NOTE: If a decision is made that a proposal needs approval under the Act, the Minister will also decide the assessment 
approach. The EPBC Regulations provide for the environmental history of the party proposing to take the action to be taken 
into account when deciding the assessment approach for actions that need approval under the Act.   
 
  Yes No 

6.1 Does the party taking the action have a satisfactory record of responsible 
environmental management? 
 

BG & QGC 
 

 

 

 

 

 Provide details 

BG 

BG International Limited (BG) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BG Group 
plc, a top-10 publicly listed company on the London Stock Exchange. BG Group 
operates worldwide throughout the gas supply chain in the exploration, 
development, production, transmission, distribution and supply of natural gas, 
and also has a number of power generation business interests.  BG Group 
currently holds interests in 27 countries across five continents. 

The proposed Project represents BG Group’s first major investment in 
Australia, however, BG Group has an extensive operating track record and has 
successfully built six LNG trains to date in Trinidad and Egypt as part of its LNG 
business activities. 

BG Group’s record of responsible environmental management outside Australia 
is evidenced by its inclusion in several ethical investment funds, stock market 
sustainability indices and other external benchmarks.  These include: 

 The Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI), with BG Group included in the 
DJSI each year since its launch in 2000. This places BG Group in the top 
10% of the oil and gas sector for corporate sustainability; 

 The FTSE4Good, with BG Group qualifying for the FTSE4Good every year 
since its creation in 1999 and remaining a member of the FTSE4Good 
constituency; 

 Ranking of BG Group as a “sustainable investing leader” in 2007 Goldman 
Sachs in GS Sustain. 

BG Group is a signatory (as of 2004) to the UN Global Compact (UNGC), an 
international initiative that brings together companies, UN agencies, labour 
organisations and civil society in support of ten principles covering human 
rights, labour, the environment and corruption.  Reporting against these 
principles, and a wide range of other environmental and social indicators, is 
provided annually in the BG Group Corporate Responsibility Report, with this 
report subject to external independent review (in 2007 Ernst & Young were 
engaged to undertake the independent review). 

All major managed assets are expected to implement environmental 
management systems (EMS) certified to ISO 14001. While it is recognised that 
EMSs drive continuous improvement but do not themselves set performance 
expectations, the strategy provides the context for EMS development and 
environmental performance. 
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BG Group currently has a portfolio of over 70% gas, compared with less than 
50% gas for the oil and gas majors. Gas delivers significant environmental 
advantages over oil, in terms of climate change and local air quality. 

QGC 
 
QGC is a company with a market capitalisation in the order of $4.4 billion in 
value. QGC was listed on the ASX in 2000, publicly floated specifically to 
explore the CSG potential of the Walloon Subgroup coals of the eastern Surat 
Basin. Through the following seven years, QGC, as operator of most CSG 
tenements it holds interests in, has successfully progressed from exploration, 
through appraisal, to development stages of CSG production from the Walloon 
Subgroup coals. In April 2008, QGC received a cash injection of $664 million 
via a share issue and asset sale to BG.  

QGC’s long term exploration and production in the eastern Surat Basin has 
given QGC significant experience and local knowledge of environmental issues 
associated with petroleum activities. Dedicated environmental personnel at 
various management levels play active roles in ensuring that environmental 
values within the Project area are protected and actively promote QGC 
environmental practices to other staff and contractors.  

By conditioning activities and ensuring current best practice and knowledge is 
known and utilised in QGC’s development approach, impacts on existing 
environmental features can be avoided. Other aspects of QGC’s commitment to 
minimising environmental impacts resulting from petroleum activities include: 

 

 Ensuring staff are made aware of the relevant tenement’s environmental 
authority requirements and requirements under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1994 (Qld); 

 Incorporation of the avoidance of environmentally sensitive areas (such as 
endangered regional ecosystems and watercourses) in well site and 
associated infrastructure development and planning; 

 Preparation of environmental management plans where required; 

 A water quality sampling program, analysing associated water from wells 
and water stored in evaporation ponds; 

 Weed eradication and monitoring as required; and 

 Research into potential beneficial uses of associated water, such as crop 
trials relevant to local agriculture and reverse osmosis plants for the 
production of drinking water. 

 
QGC endeavour to maintain a positive working relationship with regulatory 
authorities, including the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of 
Mines and Energy through regular correspondence and updates.  
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6.2 Has the party taking the action ever been subject to any proceedings under a 
Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection of the environment or the 
conservation and sustainable use of natural resources? 
 

BG and QGC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If yes, provide details 
 

6.3 If the party taking the action is a corporation, will the action be taken in accordance 
with the corporation’s environmental policy and planning framework? 
 

BG & QGC 
 

 

 

 

 

 If yes, provide details of environmental policy and planning framework 

BG 

BG Group operates under a set of Business Principles that represent corporate 
commitments.  These corporate Business Principles include the following 
Environment Principles 

 “We make a positive contribution to the protection of the environment 

 We go beyond compliance with local environmental regulation to meet 
internationally accepted best practice 

 We reduce to the minimum practicable any adverse effects of our 
operations on the environment” 

Cascading from the environment Business Principles is the BG Group HSE 
Policy, with supporting Environmental Standards. 

A copy of BG Group Business Principles, and BG Group HSE Policy, can be 
reviewed at: 
http://www.bg-group.com/CorporateResponsibility/BusinessPrinciples/Pages/pgOur15BusinessPrinciples.aspx 

http://www.bg-group.com/CorporateResponsibility/BGPolicies/Pages/HSE_policy.aspx 

 
QGC 
 
At QGC, we are committed to applying the principles of Ecologically 
Sustainable Development across our business operations.  We strive to ensure 
the continual provision of cleaner, sustainable energy and to make a positive 
contribution to society.  Sustainability is an opportunity to embrace responsible 
business values without compromising future resource needs, while meeting 
the requirements of stakeholders.  With a growing focus on climate change, 
we believe innovative business should adopt a balance of social, economic and 
environmental strategies to meet the needs of current and future generations. 
The management and staff of QGC are dedicated to ensuring that our business 
is here for the long-term.  This is reflected in our sustainability initiatives. 
 
To achieve these principles, we are committed to: 
 
 Developing, implementing and maintaining management systems to 

continually improve our performance, reduce our business risk and comply 
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with legal and other requirements. 

 Proactively working and partnering with industry and government to drive 
sustainable policy and legislative initiatives. 

 Ensuring that the design, construction and operation of our facilities meet 
our life-cycle and sustainability requirements. 

 Engaging all stakeholders, including local communities, employees, 
shareholders and government, through positive communication and 
consultation. 

 Monitoring and reporting against credible objectives and targets especially 
for the utilisation and production of energy, water and waste. 

 Empowering employees and contractors to implement sustainable work 
processes and minimise risk. 

 
We encourage all stakeholders to join us and integrate sustainability practices 
into everyday life. 
 

6.4 Has the person proposing to take the action previously referred an action under the 
EPBC Act? 

BG and QGC 
 

  
 
 

 Provide name of proposal and EPBC reference number (if known) 
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7 Information sources and attachments 
(For the information provided above) 
 

7.1 References 

 List the references used in preparing the referral. 
 Highlight documents that are available to the public, including web references if relevant. 
 

BG & QGC (2008) Queensland Curtis LNG Project: Initial Advice Statement. 
http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/projects/energy/gas/curtis-lng-project.html 

Condamine Catchment Management Association - 
http://www.condaminecatchment.com.au/index_ccma.htm 
 
Queensland Environmental Protection Agency (QEPA) guideline Management of water produced in 
association with petroleum activities (associated water). 
 
Sattler & Williams, 1999.  The Conservation Status of Queensland's Bioregional Ecosystems 
 
Databases 
 EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (searched 13 March 2008). 
 EPA Regional Ecosystem and Essential Habitat Mapping online (searched April 08). 
 EPA Regional Ecosystem Description Database (REDD) – pre-clearing status (searched April 08). 
 

7.2 Reliability and date of information 

For information in section 3 specify: 
 source of the information; 
 how recent the information is; 
 how the reliability of the information was tested; and 
 any uncertainties in the information. 

As detailed field surveys have not been conducted, database information has been relied upon to 
provide an indication of the species and communities likely to be present and has been confirmed 
where possible through the initial fieldwork. Detailed ecological surveys will be conducted during the 
EIS phase. 
 



Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
 

001 Referral of proposed action vJUN08  Page 28 of 30 

7.3 Attachments 

Indicate the documents you have attached. All attachments must be less than two megabytes so they can be published on 
the Department’s website.  Attachments larger than two megabytes (2mb) may delay the processing of your referral. 
 
 

  
attached Title of attachment(s) 

You must attach 
 

figures, maps or aerial photographs 
showing the project locality (section 1) 

  Figure 1: Major 
Project Components – 
Coal Seam Gas Field 
and Pipeline 

 
 figures, maps or aerial photographs 

showing the location of the project in 
respect to any matters of national 
environmental significance or important 
features of the environments (section 3) 

  Figures 2.1 – 2.7:  
EPBC Listed 
Community Areas 

 
If relevant, attach 
 

copies of any state or local government 
approvals and consent conditions (section 
2.3) 

  

 copies of any completed assessments to 
meet state or local government approvals 
and outcomes of public consultations, if 
available (section 2.4) 

  

 copies of any flora and fauna investigations 
and surveys (section 3)  

  

 technical reports relevant to the 
assessment of impacts on protected 
matters and that support the arguments 
and conclusions in the referral (section 3 
and 4) 

  

 report(s) on any public consultations 
undertaken, including with Indigenous 
stakeholders (section 3) 
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8 Contacts, signatures and declarations 
NOTE: Providing false or misleading information is an offence punishable on conviction by imprisonment and fine (s 489, 
EPBC Act).  
 
Under the EPBC Act a referral can only be made by: 
 the person proposing to take the action; or 
 the Commonwealth, state or territory government, or agency with administrative responsibility for the action*1. 
 

 Project title: Queensland Curtis LNG Project (BG/QGC): Coal Seam Gas Field 

8.1 Person proposing to take action  
This is the individual, body politic or body corporate that will be principally responsible for, or who will carry out, the 
proposed action. The Minister may also request additional information from this person, for the purposes of deciding 
whether the action is a controlled action, the controlling provisions that apply, and for the making of an approval 
decision (if applicable).  
 
If approval for the action is required and is granted, it will be issued to the person proposing to take the action. This 
person will be responsible for complying with any conditions of approval. 
 
If the Minister decides that the action is a controlled action, the Minister must also designate a person as a proponent 
of the action. The proponent is responsible for meeting the requirements of the EPBC Act during the assessment 
process. The proponent will generally be the person proposing to take the action*2. 

 Name David Maxwell (BG) 
Richard Cottee (QGC) 
 

 Title David Maxwell: BG Managing Director  
Richard Cottee: QGC Managing Director 
 

 Organisation BG International Limited (BG) & 
Queensland Gas Company Limited (QGC) 
 

 ACN / ABN (if applicable) BG ARBN: 114 818 825 
QGC ABN: 089 642 553 
 

 Postal address BG International Limited 
Level 2, 10 Felix Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000 
 
Queensland Gas Company Limited 
GPO Box 3107, Brisbane, QLD, 4001 
 

 Telephone BG: (07) 3837 8000 
QGC: (07) 3020 9000 

 Email info@qclng.com.au 
 

 Declaration I declare that the information contained in this form is, to my knowledge, true and not 
misleading. I agree to be nominated as the proponent for this action. 

 

Signature(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 
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8.2 Person preparing the referral information (if different from 8.1) 

Individual or organisation who has prepared the information contained in this referral form. 
 Name Margaret Harris 

 Title Group Manager - Environment 

 Organisation ELP & Muddy Boots 

 Postal address GPO Box 559 Brisbane Qld 4001 

 Telephone +61 (0) 7 3239 9700 

 Email margaret.harris@elp.com.au 

 Declaration I declare that the information contained in this form is, to my knowledge, true and not 
misleading. 

 
Signature 

 
 
 
 

Date 

 

 

 
*1 If the referral is to be made by the Commonwealth, state or territory government, or agency with administrative 
responsibility for the action, please contact the Referrals Business Entry Point (1800 803 772) to obtain an alternative 
contacts, signatures and declarations page. 
 
*2 If a person other than the person proposing to take action is to be nominated as the proponent, please contact the 
Referrals Business Entry Point (1800 803 772) to obtain an alternative contacts, signatures and declarations page. 
 
 
 If the referring party is a small business (fewer than 20 employees), estimate the time, in 

hours and minutes, to complete this form (include your time reading the instructions, 
working on the questions and obtaining the information and time spent by all employees in 
collecting and providing this information). 

Hours Minutes 

 



FIGURE 1: 
MAJOR PROJECT COMPONENTS – COAL SEAM GAS FIELD AND PIPELINE 
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FIGURE 2: 
EPBC LISTED COMMUNITY AREAS 
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ANNEX A

EPBC ACT PROTECTED MATTERS REPORT 



 

Skip navigation links About us | Contact us | Publications | What's new 

 

Protected Matters Search Tool 

You are here: Environment Home > EPBC Act > Search 

EPBC Act Protected Matters 
Report 

13 March 2008 10:11

This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and 
other matters protected by the EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Information on the 
coverage of this report and qualifications on data supporting this report are contained in the 
caveat at the end of the report.  

You may wish to print this report for reference before moving to other pages or websites. 

The Australian Natural Resources Atlas at http://www.environment.gov.au/atlas may provide 
further environmental information relevant to your selected area. Information about the EPBC 
Act including significance guidelines, forms and application process details can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/index.html 

 

This map may contain data which are 
© Commonwealth of Australia 



(Geoscience Australia) 
© 2007 MapData Sciences Pty Ltd, PSMA 

Search Type: Area 

Buffer: 0.5 km 

Coordinates: -26.1644,149.5812, -26.1658,149.8362, -27.0478,151.0823, -
27.4993,151.0486, -27.0478,149.5812 

   

  

  

Report Contents: Summary  
Details  
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•  Other matters protected by the EPBC Act  
•  Extra Information  
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Summary 

Matters of National Environmental Significance 
This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that 
may occur in, or may relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the 
detail part of the report, which can be accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If 
you are proposing to undertake an activity that may have a significant impact on one or more 
matters of national environmental significance then you should consider the Administrative 
Guidelines on Significance - see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html. 

World Heritage Properties: None 

National Heritage Places:  None 

Wetlands of International Significance:  
(Ramsar Sites) 

2 

Commonwealth Marine Areas: None 

Threatened Ecological Communities: 4 

Threatened Species: 34 

Migratory Species: 13 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 



This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the 
area you nominated. Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly 
affects the environment on Commonwealth land, when the action is outside the 
Commonwealth land, or the environment anywhere when the action is taken on 
Commonwealth land. Approval may also be required for the Commonwealth or 
Commonwealth agencies proposing to take an action that is likely to have a significant impact 
on the environment anywhere.  
 
The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the 
actions taken on Commonwealth land, and the environment from actions taken by 
Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a place are part of the 'environment', these 
aspects of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a Commonwealth 
Heritage place and the heritage values of a place on the Register of the National Estate. 
Information on the new heritage laws can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/index.html.  
 
Please note that the current dataset on Commonwealth land is not complete. Further 
information on Commonwealth land would need to be obtained from relevant sources 
including Commonwealth agencies, local agencies, and land tenure maps.  
 
A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a 
member of a listed threatened species or ecological community, a member of a listed 
migratory species, whales and other cetaceans, or a member of a listed marine species. 
Information on EPBC Act permit requirements and application forms can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/permits/index.html. 

Commonwealth Lands: None 

Commonwealth Heritage Places:  None 

Places on the RNE: 5 

Listed Marine Species: 12 

Whales and Other Cetaceans: None 

Critical Habitats: None 

Commonwealth Reserves: None 

Extra Information 
This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have 
nominated. 

State and Territory Reserves: 1  

Other Commonwealth Reserves: None 

Regional Forest Agreements: None  
 

   



Details 

Matters of National Environmental Significance 

Wetlands of International Significance [ Dataset Information ]  
(Ramsar Sites)  

NARRAN LAKE NATURE RESERVE   Within same catchment as Ramsar 
site 

SHOALWATER AND CORIO BAYS AREA   Within same catchment as Ramsar 
site 

Threatened Ecological Communities [ 
Dataset Information ]  

Status Type of Presence 

Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant 
grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions 
(North and South) 

Endangered Community known to occur within 
area 

Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and 
co-dominant) 

Endangered Community known to occur within 
area 

Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the 
Brigalow Belt (North and South) and 
Nandewar Bioregions 

Endangered Community likely to occur within 
area 

White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum 
Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 
Grassland 

Critically 
Endangered

Community may occur within area 

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 

Erythrotriorchis radiatus *  
Red Goshawk  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Geophaps scripta scripta*  
Squatter Pigeon (southern)  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Lathamus discolor *  
Swift Parrot  

Endangered Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Neochmia ruficauda ruficauda*  
Star Finch (eastern), Star Finch (southern)  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Rostratula australis *  
Australian Painted Snipe  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Turnix melanogaster *  
Black-breasted Button-quail  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Xanthomyza phrygia *  
Regent Honeyeater  

Endangered Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Mammals 

Chalinolobus dwyeri *  
Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 



Nyctophilus timoriensis (South-eastern form) 
*  
Eastern Long-eared Bat  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Ray-finned fishes 

Maccullochella peelii peelii*  
Murray Cod, Cod, Goodoo  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Reptiles 

Anomalopus mackayi *  
Five-clawed Worm-skink, Long-legged 
Worm-skink  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Egernia rugosa *  
Yakka Skink  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Furina dunmalli *  
Dunmall's Snake  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Paradelma orientalis *  
Brigalow Scaly-foot  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Rheodytes leukops *  
Fitzroy Tortoise  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Tympanocryptis pinguicolla *  
Grassland Earless Dragon  

Endangered Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Plants 

Acacia chinchillensis *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Acacia curranii *  
Curly-bark Wattle  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Acacia lauta *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Acacia wardellii *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Cadellia pentastylis *  
Ooline  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Calytrix gurulmundensis *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Commersonia sp. Cadarga (G.P.Guymer 
1642) *  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Denhamia parvifolia *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Dichanthium queenslandicum *  
King Blue-grass  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Digitaria porrecta *  
Finger Panic Grass  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 



Diuris sheaffiana *  
Tricolour Diuris  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Eucalyptus virens *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Homopholis belsonii *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Philotheca sporadica *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Pterostylis cobarensis *  
Cobar Greenhood Orchid  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Stemmacantha australis *  
Austral Cornflower, Native Thistle  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Thesium australe *  
Austral Toadflax, Toadflax  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Westringia parvifolia *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Migratory Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Migratory Terrestrial Species 

Birds 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail  

Migratory Breeding may occur within area 

Xanthomyza phrygia  
Regent Honeyeater  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Migratory Wetland Species 

Birds 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within 
area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 



Migratory Marine Birds 

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within 
area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Migratory Species or species habitat may 
occur within area 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 

Listed Marine Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 

Anseranas semipalmata  
Magpie Goose  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  

Listed Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Lathamus discolor *  
Swift Parrot  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater  

Listed - 
overfly 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 



marine 
area 

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding may occur within area 

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Places on the RNE [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that not all Indigenous sites may be listed. 

Historic 

Boonarga Cactoblastis Memorial Hall QLD 

Indigenous 

Fernbank Stone Arrangement QLD 

Kogan Stone Arrangement QLD 

Malleroo Stone Arrangement QLD 

Natural 
Chinchilla Sands Local Fossil Fauna Site QLD 

Extra Information 

State and Territory Reserves [ Dataset Information ]  

Stones Country Resource Reserve, QLD   

   
 

Caveat 
The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as 
acknowledged at the end of the report.  

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in 
determining obligations under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. It holds mapped locations of World Heritage and Register of National Estate properties, 
Wetlands of International Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed 
threatened, migratory and marine species and listed threatened ecological communities. 
Mapping of Commonwealth land is not complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a 
range of sources at various resolutions.  



Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report 
is a general guide only. Where available data supports mapping, the type of presence that can 
be determined from the data is indicated in general terms. People using this information in 
making a referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and 
consider other information sources.  

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived 
from recovery plans, State vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where 
threatened ecological community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps 
and point location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.  

For species where the distributions are well known, maps are digitised from sources such as 
recovery plans and detailed habitat studies. Where appropriate, core breeding, foraging and 
roosting areas are indicated under "type of presence". For species whose distributions are less 
well known, point locations are collated from government wildlife authorities, museums, and 
non-government organisations; bioclimatic distribution models are generated and these 
validated by experts. In some cases, the distribution maps are based solely on expert 
knowledge.  

Only selected species covered by the migratory and marine provisions of the Act have been 
mapped.  

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in 
reports produced from this database: 

• threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants  
• some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed  
• some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area  
• migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers.  

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the 
species: 

• non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites;  
• seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent.  

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine 
environment. 
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