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Referral of proposed action 
What is a referral? 
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) provides for the 
protection of the environment, especially matters of national environmental significance (NES). Under the 
EPBC Act, a person must not take an action that has, will have, or is likely to have a significant impact on 
any of the matters of NES without approval from the Australian Government Environment Minister. To obtain 
approval from the Environment Minister, a proposed action should be referred.  The purpose of a referral is 
to obtain a decision on whether your proposed action will need formal assessment and approval under the 
EPBC Act.  

Your referral will be the principal basis for the Minister’s decision as to whether approval is necessary and, if 
so, the type of assessment that will be taken. These decisions are made within 20 business days, provided 
that sufficient information is provided in the referral.   

Who can make a referral? 
Referrals may be made by a person proposing to take an action, the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth 
agency, a state or territory government, or agency, provided that the relevant government or agency has 
administrative responsibilities relating to the action. 

When do I need to make a referral? 
A referral must be made for actions that are likely to have a significant impact on the following matters 
protected by Part 3 of the EPBC Act: 
 World Heritage properties (sections 12 and 15A) 
 National Heritage places (sections 15B and 15C)  
 Wetlands of international importance (sections 16 and 17B) 
 Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 and 18A) 
 Listed migratory species (sections 20 and 20A) 
 Protection of the environment from nuclear actions (sections 21 and 22A) 
 Marine environment (sections 23 and 24A) 
 The environment, if the action involves Commonwealth land (sections 26 and 27A), including: 

 actions that are likely to have a significant impact on the environment of Commonwealth land 
(even if taken outside Commonwealth land); 

 actions taken on Commonwealth land that may have a significant impact on the environment 
generally; 

 The environment, if the action is taken by the Commonwealth (section 28) 
 Commonwealth Heritage places outside the Australian jurisdiction (sections 27B and 27C) 

You may still make a referral if you believe your action is not going to have a significant impact, or if you are 
unsure. This will provide a greater level of certainty that Commonwealth assessment requirements have 
been met.  

To help you decide whether or not your proposed action requires approval (and therefore, if you should 
make a referral), the following guidance is available from the Department’s web site:  
 the Policy Statement titled Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 – Matters of National Environmental 

Significance. Additional sectoral guidelines are also available.  
 the Policy Statement titled Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon, 

Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth agencies.  
 the interactive map tool (enter a location to obtain a report on what matters of NES may occur in that 

location). 
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Can I refer part of a larger action? 

In certain circumstances, the Minister may not accept a referral for an action that is a component of a larger 
action and may request the person proposing to take the action to refer the larger action for consideration 
under the EPBC Act (Section 74A, EPBC Act). If you wish to make a referral for a staged or component 
referral, read ‘Fact Sheet 6 Staged Developments/Split Referrals’ and contact the Referral Business Entry 
Point (1800 803 772). 

Do I need a permit? 

Some activities may also require a permit under other sections of the EPBC Act. Information is available on 
the Department’s web site. 

What information do I need to provide? 
Schedule 2 of the EPBC Regulations sets out the information that must be included in a referral. Completing 
all parts of this form will ensure that you submit the required information and will also assist the Department 
to process your referral efficiently. 

You can complete your referral by entering your information into this Word file.  

Instructions 

Instructions are provided in green text throughout the form. 

Attachments/supporting information 

The referral form should contain sufficient information to provide an adequate basis for a decision on the 
likely impacts of the proposed action. You should also provide supporting documentation, such as 
environmental reports or surveys, as attachments.  

Coloured maps, figures or photographs to help explain the project and its location should also be submitted 
with your referral. Aerial photographs, in particular, can provide a useful perspective and context. Figures 
should be good quality as they may be scanned and viewed electronically as black and white documents. 
Maps should be of a scale that clearly shows the location of the proposed action and any environmental 
aspects of interest. 

Please ensure any attachments are below two megabytes (2mb) as they will be published on 
the Department’s website for public comment (Note: the Minister may decide not to publish 
information that is commercial-in-confidence).  To minimise file size, enclose maps and figures 
as separate files if necessary. If unsure, contact the Referral Business Entry Point for advice. 
Attachments larger than two megabytes (2mb) may delay processing of your referral. 

How do I submit a referral? 
Referrals may be submitted by mail, fax or email.  

Mail to: 
Referral Business Entry Point  
Environment Assessment Branch  
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
GPO Box 787  
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
 If submitting via mail, electronic copies of documentation (on CD/DVD or by email) are appreciated. 
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Fax to: 02 6274 1789 
Faxed documents must be of sufficiently clear quality to be scanned into electronic format.  
Address the fax to the mailing address, and clearly mark it as a ‘Referral under the EPBC Act’. 
Follow up with a mailed hardcopy including copies of any attachments or supporting reports. 

Email to: epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 
Clearly mark the email as a ‘Referral under the EPBC Act’. 
Attach the referral as a Microsoft Word file and, if possible, a PDF file.  
Follow up with a mailed hardcopy including copies of any attachments or supporting reports. 
 

What happens next? 
Following receipt of a valid referral (containing all required information) you will be advised of the next steps 
in the process, and the referral and attachments will be published on the Department’s web site for public 
comment (Note: the Minister may decide not to publish information that is commercial-in-
confidence). 

The Department will write to you at the end of 20 business days to advise you of the outcome of your 
referral and whether or not formal assessment and approval under the EPBC Act is required. There are a 
number of possible decisions regarding your referral, including: 

The proposed action is NOT LIKELY to have a significant impact and does NOT NEED approval 
No further consideration is required under the environmental assessment provisions of the EPBC Act and the 
action can proceed (subject to any state or local government requirements).  

The proposed action is NOT LIKELY to have a significant impact IF undertaken in a particular 
manner  
The particular manner in which you must carry out the action will be identified as part of the final decision. 
You must report your compliance with the particular manner to the Department. 

The proposed action is LIKELY to have a significant impact and does NEED approval 

If the action has, will have or is likely to have a significant impact it is called a controlled action and the 
particular matters upon which the action may have a significant impact (such as World Heritage or 
threatened species) are known as the controlling provisions. 

The proposed action is subject to a public assessment process before it can be considered for approval. The 
assessment approach will usually be decided at the same time as the controlled action decision. (Further 
information about the levels of assessment and basis for deciding the approach are available on the 
Department’s web site.) 

Compliance audits 
The Department may audit your project at any time to ensure that it was completed in accordance with the 
information provided in the referral or the particular manner specified in the decision. If the project changes, 
such that the likelihood of significant impacts could vary, you should write to the Department to advise of 
the changes.   

  
For more information  
call the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts Community Information Unit on 1800 

803 772 or  
visit the web site www.environment.gov.au/epbc 

All the information you need to make a referral, including documents referenced in this form, can be 
accessed from the above web site.
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Referral of proposed action 
 

Project title: Queensland Curtis LNG Project (BG/QGC): Pipeline Network 

 

1 Summary of proposed action 
NOTE: You must also attach a map/plan(s) showing the location and approximate boundaries of the area in which the 
project is to occur. Maps in A4 size are preferred. You must also attach a map(s)/plan(s) showing the location and 
boundaries of the project area in respect to any features identified in 3.1 & 3.2, as well as the extent of any freehold, 
leasehold or other tenure identified in 3.3(j).  
 

1.1 Short description 
Use 2 or 3 sentences to uniquely identify the proposed action and its location. 

Background 

The Proponents propose development of the Queensland Curtis LNG (QCLNG) Project (the Project) 
which includes the development of existing coal seam gas (CSG) fields in the Surat Basin, western 
Queensland, the construction of a pipeline network and the construction of a liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) Facility near Gladstone in Central Queensland.  The Project comprises three principal 
components: 

• Coal Seam Gas Field; 
• Pipeline Network; and 
• LNG Facility.  

The Project also incorporates a number of ancillary sub-components. 

Further discussion and definition of the Project is provided in Section 2.6. 

 

Proposed Action 

The proposed action which is the subject of this referral is the Pipeline Network component of the 
Queensland Curtis LNG Project.  This includes development, construction, operation and 
decommissioning of a Pipeline Network of approximately 800 kilometres to link coal seam gas 
fields in the Surat Basin to the proposed QCLNG LNG Plant located on Curtis Island, adjacent to 
Gladstone.  Pipeline Network will include: 

• Main Pipeline (gas); 

• Collection Lateral(s) (gas); and 

• Interconnection Network (gas and water). 
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1.2 Latitude and 
longitude 
Latitude and 
longitude details are 
used to accurately 
map the boundary 
of the proposed 
action. If these 
coordinates are 
inaccurate or 
insufficient it may 
delay the processing 
of your referral. 
 

 Latitude Longitude 

Location 
Point 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

Start Main 
Pipeline 

-26 40 29.9316 150 15 46.1808 

End Main 
Pipeline 

-23 46 24.5928 151 12 46.2888 

Start Lateral 
EW 

-25 44 1.9644 150 18 33.7932 

End Lateral 
EW 

-25 37 2.928 148 55 29.0496 

Start Lateral 
NS 

-25 4 47.838 149 43 55.3404 

End Lateral 
NS 

-25 45 19.3752 149 44 16.3572 

Start 
Interconnect 

-27 21 41.1588 151 2 18.4884 

End 
Interconnect 

-26 12 1.6956 149 38 37.7844 

 

 A number of route/corridor options within this study corridor have been considered taking into 
account topographical features, land use, and environmental factors. The final alignment has not 
been agreed with stakeholders at this stage and is dependent upon the results of field surveys, 
geology, topography, ecology, cultural heritage values and landholder negotiations along the 
proposed corridor.  The EIS will detail pipeline route alternatives considered. 

The Interactive Mapping Tool may provide assistance in determining the coordinates for your project area.  
 
If area less than 5 hectares, provide the location as a single pair of latitude and longitude references. If area greater than 
5 hectares, provide bounding location points.  
 
If the proposed action is linear (eg. a road or pipeline), provide coordinates for each turning point. 
 
Do not use AMG coordinates. 
 

1.3 Locality 
Provide a brief physical description of the project location (eg. proximity to major towns, or for off-shore projects, shortest 
distance to mainland). 

The study area for the proposed Pipeline Network is illustrated in Figure 1. 

The Main Pipeline to Gladstone will originate at Queensland Gas Company’s (QGC) production leases 
in the vicinity of Miles in the Surat Basin.  It will traverse a distance of approximately 380 km in a 
north-easterly direction to terminate at the LNG Plant in Gladstone.  The proposed Collection Lateral 
will extend from the Fairview Gas Fields, to join the Main Pipeline east of Taroom. 
The Interconnection Network linking QGC’s production areas will generally extend from an area east 
of Tara to west of Wandoan.  There is potential for further laterals to feed into the Interconnection 
Network from the south and north. 
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1.4 Size of the 
development 
footprint or work 
area (hectares) 

The Pipeline Network will comprise approximately 800km of pipeline with a 
construction corridor width (right of way) of approximately 40m, expanding up to 
80m for up to 100km.  This equates to an area of disturbance of approximately 
3680ha.  Additional area will be required for main line valves and temporary work 
areas for construction activities. 

The final pipeline route and location of associated infrastructure will be confirmed 
during the EIS phase of the Project. 

1.5 Street address of 
the site 
 

Not Applicable 

1.6 Lot description  
Describe the lot numbers and title description, if known. 

Individual lots have not been identified to date. 

1.7 Local Government Area and Council contact (if known) 
If the project is subject to local government planning approval, provide the name of the relevant council contact officer. 

The Pipeline Network will be located within the Dalby, North Burnett and Gladstone Regional 
Council areas. 

1.8 Timeframe 
Specify the timeframe in which the action will be taken including the estimated start date of construction/operation. 

The Proponents are intending to develop the pipelines associated with the Queensland Curtis 
LNG Project, with first gas planned for delivery by 2013.  To achieve this delivery date, construction 
would commence in early 2010.  The pipelines will be designed for an operational life of at least 
40 years. 

1.9 Alternatives 
Does the proposed 
action include 
alternative 
timeframes, 
locations or 
activities? 

 No 

x Yes, you must also complete section 2.2 

1.10 State assessment 
Is the action subject 
to a state or 
territory 
environmental 
impact assessment? 

 No 

x Yes, you must also complete Section 2.4 

1.11 Component of 
larger action 
Is the proposed 
action a component 
of a larger action? 

 No 

x Yes, you must also complete Section 2.6 

1.12 Related 
actions/proposals 
Is the proposed 
action related to 
other actions or 
proposals in the 
region (if known)? 

 No 
x Yes, provide details: Refer to Section 2.6 
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1.13 Australian 

Government 
funding 
Has the person 
proposing to take 
the action received 
any Australian 
Government grant 
funding to 
undertake this 
project?  

x No 
 Yes, provide details: 
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2 Detailed description of proposed action 
NOTE: It is important that the description is complete and includes all components and activities associated with the action.  
If certain related components are not intended to be included within the scope of the referral, this should be clearly 
explained in section 2.6. 
 
2.1 Description of proposed action 
This should be a detailed description outlining all activities and aspects of the proposed action and should reference figures 
and/or attachments, as appropriate. 

This referral is for the Pipeline Network component of the Queensland Curtis LNG Project (refer 
also to Section 2.6). 

The proposed action for this referral is the development, construction, operation and 
decommissioning of a Pipeline Network (Main Pipeline, Collection Lateral and Interconnection 
Network) of approximately 800 km to link the coal seam gas (CSG) field (CSG Field) in the Surat 
Basin to the proposed LNG Plant located on Curtis Island, adjacent to Gladstone. 

The Pipeline Network (refer to Figure 1) would comprise: 

 A 380 km main pipeline from QGC’s production lease areas in south central Queensland to the 
LNG Plant in Gladstone (the Main Pipeline);  

 A 200 km gas collection lateral (the Collection Lateral), which will enable the connection of 
additional CSG fields to the main pipeline; and 

 A 220 km network of gas and water pipelines (the Interconnection Network), linking QGC’s 
various production areas; 

 Potential for further laterals to feed into the Interconnection Network from the south and north; 

 Ancillary facilities including main-line valves, scraper stations, compressor stations, marker posts, 
cathodic protection systems and metering facilities; and 

 Delivery facilities at the LNG Plant. 

The pipelines will be licensed under the Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 2004 (Qld), 
and will be designed, constructed and operated to applicable Australian and industry standards 
including AS2885 Pipelines Gas and Liquid Petroleum.  The pipeline diameters will be determined as 
part of the Front-End Engineering and Design (FEED) studies. 

Construction of the transmission and interconnecting pipelines will involve the clearing of a 
construction right of way (ROW) up to 40m.  Where multiple pipelines are required (part of the 
Interconnection Network) the construction ROW may extend to 80m wide, however this is only 
expected for up to 100km.  Pipe and equipment stockpile areas may be required at intervals along 
the pipeline routes.  Additional clearing and work areas will be required at major watercourse 
crossings, construction camps and in areas of complicated construction such as the crossing of The 
Narrows in the Port of Gladstone. 

Construction of the various pipelines, including the Main Pipeline to Gladstone and the Collection 
Lateral, is anticipated to take approximately 12-18 months and will follow a typical construction 
sequence 

 The delivery of pipe; 

 Clearing of vegetation along an approved construction corridor; 

 Trenching and construction of the pipe in the trench; 

 Burial of the pipe in the ground; 

 Reinstatement of the land; and 

 Testing and commissioning of the pipelines. 
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The pre-coated pipe would be delivered directly to the pipeline easement in 12 m to 18 m long 
sections for stringing along the easement to avoid storage and double handling. However, in some 
cases extra pipe would need to be stored temporarily in laydown areas. These sites may occur every 
5–10 km along the pipeline corridor and would occupy an area of about 50 m x 50 m. Each site 
would be cleared, grubbed and levelled. 

A wheel trencher, rocksaw or excavator will be used to dig the trench in which the pipe will be 
placed. In area of hard rock, small-scale blasting may be required. The length of trench open at any 
one time will depend on the ground conditions and the rates of construction progress being achieved 
in given areas. Several work sites may operate at any one time and a variety of excavation methods 
may be used for areas crossing watercourses, roads and major infrastructure corridors. These will be 
determined during planning and development phases for the pipelines, and may include open 
trenching, boring or directional drilling. 

The main pipeline will require a marine crossing from the mainland to Curtis Island (refer to Figure 
2), in an area close to Laird Point commonly referred to as The Narrows.  Initial investigations have 
determined that the crossing will need to be buried and a range of construction/installation methods 
will be considered including both excavation and trenchless techniques. 

The pipeline lengths will be laid out on the surface, bent to match the horizontal or vertical surface 
and then welded into “strings” of up to 1 km long.  The strings will then be lowered into the trench 
before it is backfilled. 

The pipeline will typically be laid and backfilled at any one location within an average period of 
7-15 days.  Once trenching is complete the pipeline can be laid at around 1-2km per day with 
relatively minimal disruption to land use. 

All disturbed areas will be tidied-up and reinstated including pipe laydown areas, camp sites or other 
areas impacted by construction. Measures will include removing foreign material (e.g. construction 
material and waste), ripping compacted soil areas, re-spreading excess soil and vegetation from the 
excavated trench, contouring if required, and re-spreading topsoil and cleared vegetation. 

Marker posts with visible signs will be installed above the pipeline at distances as required under 
AS2885 Pipelines Gas and Liquid Petroleum. 

Given that the pipeline will be underground, land users should be able to resume previous land use 
activities on top of the pipeline provided that this does not include excavation activities. 

Operation of the pipeline will include regular monitoring to ensure there is no interference from 
3rd parties, that the corrosion protection mechanisms are functioning correctly and to ensure that 
revegetation, erosion protection and weed management are being successfully implemented and in 
accordance with environmental authority (EA) and any DEWHA conditions. The pipeline will be 
regularly surveyed by aerial and/or ground inspections. 

An operational workforce of approximately 20 personnel would be anticipated for the pipeline. 

In the interests of clarity, the proposed action the subject of this referral does not include clearing 
and preparation of worker’s camps described as KP5 and KP63, does not include the double jointing 
yard referred to as KP0, and the area known as the Miles lay down area. 

2.2 Alternative locations, time frames or activities that form part of the referred action 
If you have identified that the proposed action includes alternative timeframes, locations or activities (in section 1.9) you 
must complete this section. Describe any alternatives related to the physical location of the action, time-frames within 
which the action is to be taken and alternative methods or activities for undertaking the action.  Please note, if the action 
that you propose to take is determined to be a controlled action, any alternative locations, timeframes or activities that are 
identified here may be subject to environmental assessment and a decision on whether to approve the alternative. 
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A study area for the pipeline network has been defined (refer to Figure 1).  A number of 
route/corridor options within this study area have been considered taking into account topographical 
features, land use, and environmental factors. 

 

 

The strategic objectives in selecting the study areas for the pipelines include: 

 Supply of CSG to the LNG Plant; 
 Capacity to transport the CSG resources of other producers in the region to the LNG Plant via 

inclusion of the Collection Lateral; 
 Interconnection of all of QGC’s current and future PLs for efficient treatment, transport and 

marketing of gas; 
 Capacity to transport disparate volumes of associated water to major collection points thereby 

enhancing capacity to economically achieve beneficial use outcomes; 
 Economically feasible construction; 
 Minimisation of the clearing of ecologically sensitive areas; 
 Access logistics for operations including environmental, stakeholder and cost impacts; 
 Acceptable gas transmission costs; and 

 Acceptable environmental impacts. 

The final alignment has not been agreed with stakeholders at this stage and is dependent upon the 
results of field surveys, geology, topography, ecology, cultural heritage values and landholder 
negotiations along the proposed corridor.  The EIS will detail pipeline route alternatives considered. 

2.3 Context, planning framework and state/local government requirements 
Explain the context in which the action is proposed, including any relevant planning framework at the state and/or local 
government level (eg. within scope of a management plan, planning initiative or policy framework). Describe any 
Commonwealth or state legislation or policies under which approvals are required or will be considered against.  

An Initial Advice Statement (IAS) has been prepared by the Proponents to initiate the environmental 
impact assessment procedures of the State Development and Public Works Organisation (SDPWO) 
Act 1971 (Qld) for the Queensland Curtis LNG Project. On 4 July 2008, the Queensland Coordinator-
General declared the Project to be a significant project for which an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) is required in accordance with Part 4 of the SDPWO Act 1971 (Qld). On this basis the 
Queensland Department of Infrastructure and Planning will manage the EIS process on behalf of the 
Coordinator-General. 

As the Project covers a broad geographic area, effective cross-governmental coordination 
(i.e. Australian, State and Local Government) will be required. 

Project components will require environmental authorities issued under the Environmental Protection 
Act 1994 (Qld), and licences and permits under the Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) 
(P&G) Act 2004 (Qld).  Various other approvals and permits will be required under a range of other 
legislation applicable to specific Project components. 

Under Schedule 9 of the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (Qld), activities carried out under the P&G Act 
(Qld) are exempt from assessment against Council planning schemes. The Project development 
would, however, take into account the aims and objectives of the relevant planning schemes. 

2.4 Environmental impact assessments under Commonwealth, state or territory legislation 
If you have identified that the proposed action will be or has been subject to a state or territory environmental impact 
statement (in section 1.10) you must complete this section. Describe any environmental assessment of the relevant impacts 
of the project that has been, is being, or will be carried out under state or territory legislation. Specify the type and nature 
of the assessment, the relevant legislation and the current status of any assessments or approvals. Where possible, provide 
contact details for the state/territory assessment contact officer. 
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Describe or summarise any public consultation undertaken, or to be undertaken, during the assessment. Attach copies of 
relevant assessment documentation and outcomes of public consultations (if available). 

The Project will be subject to an environmental impact assessment pursuant to the SDPWO Act 
(Qld).  The EIS will be evaluated under ‘An Agreement between the Australian Government and the 
State of Queensland under section 45 of the Australian Government Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 relating to Environmental Assessment’ (Queensland Bilateral 
Agreement). 

A single EIS will be prepared for the Project including a comprehensive public consultation process. 

2.5 Consultation with Indigenous stakeholders 
Where Indigenous stakeholders are likely to be affected by your proposed action, your referral should describe any 
consultations undertaken with Indigenous stakeholders. Identify the relevant stakeholders and the status of consultations 
at the time of the referral.  

The Proponents are developing an extensive consultation and negotiation plan with Indigenous 
stakeholders affected by the Project.  This plan has two principal aspects. The first revolves around a 
Social Impact Assessment (SIA) for the Project which proposes comprehensively to examine the 
impacts and effects of the Project on those Indigenous communities affected. This is broader than 
the native title and cultural heritage impacts, which will be addressed as the second part of the plan. 
For this second part of the plan, a substantial negotiation in relation to native title and cultural 
heritage is proposed with Traditional Owner groups affected by the Project. It will involve the 
development of Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs) and Cultural Heritage Management Plans 
(CHMPs) for the entire Project footprint. 

The Project has identified Traditional Owner groups and the local communities for the Project area. 
The assessment of which Traditional Owner groups are to be involved in negotiations on the Project 
is a matter for ongoing negotiation and discussion with those groups. There are possibly as yet 
unidentified groups within the Project area. 

Consultations have yet to commence and it is intended that they will commence in the near future. 

2.6 A staged development or component of a larger project 
If you have identified that the proposed action is a component of a larger action (in section 1.11) you must complete this 
section. Provide information about the larger action and details of any interdependency between the stages/components 
and the larger action. You may also provide justification as to why you believe it is reasonable for the referred action to be 
considered separately from the larger proposal (eg. the referred action is ‘stand-alone’ and viable in its own right, there are 
separate responsibilities for component actions or approvals have been split in a similar way at the state or local 
government levels). 

This action is part of the Queensland Curtis LNG Project which proposes the development of an 
integrated LNG project in Queensland comprising three principal components: 

 Coal Seam Gas Field – the expansion of QGC’s existing coal seam gas (CSG) operations in the 
Surat Basin, to provide gas for the LNG Plant and domestic gas markets; 

 Pipeline Network – the development, construction and operation of a gas pipeline network of 
approximately 800 km to link the QGC upstream gas fields and other nearby CSG resources to the 
LNG Plant and 

 LNG Facility – the development, construction and operation of the LNG Plant and Associated 
Onshore Facilities, and Marine Facilities, to be located on Curtis Island in the Gladstone area, with 
an ultimate production capacity of up to 12 million tonnes per annum (mtpa), nominally 
comprising three LNG trains, each of 3 to 4 mtpa production capacity. 

The Project also incorporates a number of ancillary sub-component and activities which are 
necessary for the development of the Project.  
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This referral is one of a total of nine (9) referrals covering the overall Project.  Indicative locations of 
the actions covered by these referrals are shown in Figures 1 and 2.  As a whole, the Project will 
consist of the following: 

 

Referral 
No. 

Project 
Component / 

Sub-component 

Summary Description and  
'Action' being Referred 

 
Comments / Inclusions & Exclusions 

1 Coal Seam Gas 
Field  

Expansion of the QGC operated coal 
seam gas (CSG) fields in the Surat 
Basin to supply gas for the QCLNG 
Project.   

Includes development, production, 
decommissioning and associated activities 
(e.g.: associated water storage). 

Does not include existing QGC exploration 
and production activities relating to 
ongoing CSG commercialisation programs 
and for existing contracted gas supplies. 

2 Pipeline 
Network 

Development, construction, operation 
and decommissioning of a pipeline 
network of approximately 800 
kilometres to link coal seam gas fields 
in the Surat Basin to the proposed 
QCLNG LNG Plant located on 
Curtis Island, adjacent to Gladstone.  
Pipeline network will include: 

 Main Pipeline (gas); 

 Collection Lateral(s) (gas); and 

 Interconnection Network (gas 
and water). 

Does not include existing QGC field 
pipelines under development now or in the 
future which are associated with QGC's 
ongoing CSG commercialisation programs. 

Includes main pipeline crossing of The 
Narrows at the northern end of the Port of 
Gladstone. 

3 LNG Plant and 
Associated 

Onshore 
Facilities 

 

Development, construction, operation 
and decommissioning of a multi-train 
LNG Plant and associated onshore 
facilities on Curtis Island, adjacent to 
Gladstone.   

Includes approximately 300 hectares 
onshore footprint (above high water mark). 

Onshore footprint may include temporary 
construction camp(s). 

The LNG Plant and associated onshore 
facilities will have an ultimate capacity of 
up to 12 million tonnes per annum (mtpa), 
nominally comprising three LNG trains, 
each of 3 to 4 mtpa production capacity. 

4 LNG Marine 
Facilities 

Development, construction, operation 
and decommissioning of LNG Marine 
Facilities for: 

 receiving and  loading of LNG 
tankers (Curtis Island); 

 receiving  butane to be 
incorporated in the LNG 
exports (Curtis Island); and 

 receiving equipment barges 
and personnel ferry services to 
and from the LNG Facility and 
Gladstone (Gladstone and 
Curtis Island). 

Includes LNG Terminal (i.e. jetty and 
associated marine infrastructure), and 
docking and associated facilities on the 
mainland and Curtis Island to provide ferry 
and barge services. 

5 Swing Basin 
and Channel 

Dredging 

Dredging works (including associated 
spoil disposal) within the Port of 
Gladstone to construct a swing basin, 
channel extensions and deepening 
required for shipping associated with 
the Queensland Curtis LNG Project. 

This will include dredging within existing 
shipping channels (as required) as well as 
dredging of new channels, swing basin and 
ship berths along the western side of Curtis 
Island (south of Laird Point). 

Does not include any dredging associated 
with bridge or pipeline development. 

Does not include dredging undertaken by 
Gladstone Ports Corporation as part of 
ongoing maintenance or development of 
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Referral 
No. 

Project 
Component / 

Sub-component 

Summary Description and  
'Action' being Referred 

 
Comments / Inclusions & Exclusions 

the Port of Gladstone. 

The Swing Basin and Channel Dredging 
works may be developed by party or 
parties other than the Proponents. 

 

6 Curtis Island 
Bridge  

Construction, operation, maintenance , 
decommissioning of a road bridge 
connecting the mainland and Curtis 
Island.  

Bridge to cross The Narrows from 
approximately Friend Point on the mainland 
to Laird Point on the western side of Curtis 
Island (south of Graham Creek). 

This bridge is ancillary infrastructure 
required for the development of the 
Queensland Curtis LNG Project and other 
LNG projects proposed on Curtis Island. 
The Bridge may be developed by party or 
parties other than the Proponents. 

7 Mainland Road 
and Bridge 
Approach  

Construction, operation, maintenance 
and decommissioning of up to 6 
kilometres of road, connecting existing 
gazetted roads on the mainland side of 
the Port of Gladstone with the western 
end of the Curtis Island Bridge. 

 

The development of the Mainland Road 
and Bridge Approach may involve 
construction of a causeway along part of 
its length, crossing intertidal zones on the 
mainland. 

The Mainland Road and Bridge Approach is 
required for the development of the Curtis 
Island Bridge. 

The Mainland Road and Bridge Approach 
may be developed by party or parties other 
than the Proponents.  

8 Curtis Island 
Road  

Construction, operation maintenance 
and decommissioning of up to 8.5 
kilometres of road/s from the Curtis 
Island Bridge to the QCLNG LNG Facility 
on Curtis Island.  

The development of the Curtis Island Road 
may involve construction of a causeway 
along part of its length, crossing intertidal 
zones on Curtis Island. 

The Curtis Island Road is required for the 
development of the Curtis Island Bridge. 

The Curtis Island Road may be developed 
by party or parties other than the 
Proponents. 

9 Shipping 
Activities 

Shipping activities associated with the 
Queensland Curtis LNG Project, 
including: 

 regular transit of LNG tankers; 

 infrequent transit of ships 
carrying butane; 

 transit of construction 
equipment barges and 
personnel ferries between 
Gladstone and Curtis Island; 
and 

 other associated shipping 
activities. 

Shipping conducted within the Australian 
Exclusive Economic Zone comprising 
Australian waters, including the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park, Great Barrier 
Reef World Heritage Area and Gladstone 
Port limits up to mean high water mark. 

Includes: 

 Barge /ferry to and from the 
construction docks / ferry terminals on 
the mainland and Curtis Island 
associated with the transportation of 
construction and operations equipment 
and personnel between the mainland 
and Curtis Island; 

 Tug and pilot boat operation to support 
safe passage of LNG and LPG shipping;  

 Ship refuelling operations; 

 LNG ship operation, including disposal 
of ballast water; 

 Butane ship operation, including 
disposal of ballast water; and 



Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
 

001 Referral of proposed action vJUN08  Page 11 of 29 

Referral 
No. 

Project 
Component / 

Sub-component 

Summary Description and  
'Action' being Referred 

 
Comments / Inclusions & Exclusions 

 Any other associated shipping and 
navigational aids and activities. 
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3 Description of environment & likely impacts 
3.1 Matters of national environmental significance 

Describe the affected area and the likely impacts of the proposal, emphasising the relevant matters protected by the EPBC 
Act. Refer to relevant maps as appropriate.  The interactive map tool can help determine whether matters of national 
environmental significance or other matters protected by the EPBC Act are likely to occur in your area of interest. 
  
Your assessment of impacts should refer to the following resources (available from the Department’s web site):  

 specific values of individual World Heritage properties, National Heritage places and the ecological character of 
Ramsar wetlands; 

 profiles of relevant species/communities (where available), that will assist in the identification of significance;  
 Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 – Matters of National Environmental Significance; and 
 associated sectoral and species policy statements available on the web site, as relevant. 

 
Note that even if your action will not be taken in a World Heritage area, Ramsar wetland, Commonwealth 
marine area, or on Commonwealth land, it could still impact upon these areas (for example, through 
downstream impacts). Consideration of likely impacts should include both direct and indirect impacts. 
 
A search was conducted using the EPBC Act search tool on the DEWHA website for the broad 
pipeline study area (refer Annex A for EPBC search results). The study area comprised 25 km each 
side of the centerline of an indicative pipeline route and alternates considered.  

 
3.1 (a) World Heritage Properties 
 
Description 
The portion of the pipeline which is located between the mainland and Curtis Island will be located 
within the boundary of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage property (refer to Figure 2). 
Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the World Heritage values of any World Heritage property 

The pipeline will require a marine crossing from the mainland to Curtis Island (refer to Figure 1), in 
an area included in the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Property.  Initial investigations have 
determined that the crossing will need to be buried and a range of construction/installation methods 
will be considered including both excavation and trenchless techniques. 

The environmental sensitivity of the area will be taken into consideration during the detailed design 
of the crossing, including the selection of the most appropriate construction method. 

Potential impacts associated with the construction and operation of the pipeline crossing within the 
World Heritage Property will largely be determined by the construction method selected.  Potential 
impacts may include: 

 Habitat loss of seagrass, which is of ecological importance to marine fauna including fish, 
crustaceans, dugongs and turtles.  The extent of seagrass will be taken into consideration in 
determining the final location of the marine crossing for the pipeline. 

 Temporary turbidity increases due to construction activities.  Turbidity increases due to 
construction activities are likely to be localised and short term.  It is expected that construction 
work for the pipeline impacting on the marine areas would not exceed 3 months.  Investigations 
will be completed as part of the EIS process to develop appropriate mitigation measures to 
ensure that any plumes which could potentially be generated would not adversely impact on the 
environmental values of the World Heritage Area. 

 Construction activities associated with the pipeline crossing are likely to disturb marine fauna due 
to increased activity and noise at the crossing location.  This may result in fauna relocating to 
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other areas during construction.  As outline above, due to the duration of the activities, 
associated impacts are not expected to be long term or significant. 

Ecological studies completed as part of the EIS process will be utilised in finalising the pipeline 
crossing location, determining the most appropriate crossing technique and developing appropriate 
mitigation and control strategies to ensure that the values of the area are protected. 
 
 
3.1 (b) National Heritage Places 
 
Description 

The Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Property is included on the register of National Heritage Places.  
Refer to 3.1(a) 

Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the National Heritage values of any National Heritage place 

Refer to 3.1(a) 

 
3.1 (c) Wetlands of International Importance (declared Ramsar wetlands) 
 
Description 
 
No Wetlands of International Significance are located within the general pipeline study area. 
The Shoalwater and Corio Bay Ramsar Wetlands are located within the same catchment as the pipeline 
study area but are over 40 km to the north at the closest approach. 
Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the ecological character of any Ramsar wetlands 

The proposed action will not impact on the ecological character of any declared Ramsar Wetland. 
 
 
3.1 (d) Listed threatened species and ecological communities  
 
Description 
 
The search identified five threatened ecological communities listed under the EPBC Act as potentially 
occurring within the study area: 

 Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions (North and 
South); 

 Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant); 

 Semi-evergreen Vine Thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar Bioregions; 

 The community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from 
the Great Artesian Basin; and 

 White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland. 

The search also identified 33 threatened animal species (9 birds, 8 mammals, 1 fish, 13 reptiles and 
2 shark) and 38 threatened plant species and 31 migratory species (including 9 that are also 
threatened) listed under the EPBC Act which may potentially occur within the pipeline study area 
(refer to Annex A). 
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Field surveys will be completed to confirm the presence, potential presence and likely extent of these 
and other threatened species within the vicinity of the proposed alignment.  This will be undertaken 
in the EIS phase of the Project. 

 
Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the members of any listened threatened species or any threatened ecological community, or their 
habitat 

A number of listed threatened species may potentially occur within the proposed pipeline study area.  
Pipelines may potentially impact on bird communities due to temporary disturbance resulting from 
noise during construction and the disturbance to habitats, cover and roosting locations through the 
clearing of vegetation. 

Other faunal communities may potentially be impacted by the pipeline network though fragmentation 
of habitats, creation of temporary fauna traps (open trenches), and temporary interruption to 
established faunal movement paths. 

The extent of impacts can be minimised through careful route selection following the detailed 
environmental studies to avoid sensitive habitats, implementation of a detailed EMP and careful 
restoration of disturbed areas not required during operations. 

 
3.1 (e) Listed migratory species 
 
Description 

The listed migratory species known or likely to occur within the pipeline study area are included in 
Annex A. 

Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on the members of any listed migratory species, or their habitat 

As outlined in Section 3.1 (d), a number of listed migratory species may potentially occur within the 
pipeline study area.  The potential impacts and control measures for threatened species would also 
apply to migratory species. 

 
3.1 (f) Commonwealth marine area 
 
Description 

It is unlikely that the pipeline will fall within the southern boundary of the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park which is a Commonwealth marine area. However, this is subject to final pipeline alignment based 
on engineering and other considerations. 

Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on any part of the Commonwealth marine area  

Due to the proximity of the proposed pipeline study area to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park the 
potential for direct and indirect impacts on the Commonwealth marine area as a result of pipeline 
construction will be addressed in the EIS. 
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3.1 (g) Commonwealth land 
 
Description 
If the action will affect Commonwealth land also describe the more general environment. The Policy Statement titled  
Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon, Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth 
agencies provides further details on the type of information needed. If applicable, identify any potential impacts from actions 
taken outside the Australian jurisdiction on the environment in a Commonwealth Heritage Place overseas. 

Based on searches completed to date, the proposed action will not be completed on or affect 
Commonwealth land (land owned or leased by the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agency). 

Nature and extent of likely impact  

Address any impacts on any Commonwealth land 

N/A 
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3.2 Nuclear actions, actions taken by the Commonwealth (or Commonwealth 
agency), actions taken in a Commonwealth marine area, or actions taken on 
Commonwealth land 

You must describe the nature and extent of likely impacts (both direct & indirect) on the whole environment if your project:  
is a nuclear action;  
 will be taken by the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth agency;  
 will be taken in a Commonwealth marine area; or  
 will be taken on Commonwealth land.  
 
Your assessment of impacts should refer to the Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon, 
Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth agencies and specifically address impacts on: 
 ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities; 
 natural and physical resources; 
 the qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas; 
 the heritage values of places; and 
 the social, economic and cultural aspects of the above things. 
 
3.2 (a) Is the proposed action a nuclear action? x No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment 

 

 

 
 
3.2 (b) Is the proposed action to be taken by the 

Commonwealth or a Commonwealth 
agency? 

x No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment 

 

 

 
 
3.2 (c) Is the proposed action to be taken in a 

Commonwealth marine area? 
x No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment (in addition to 3.1(f)) 
 
Although it is unlikely that the pipeline will fall within the southern boundary of the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park which is a Commonwealth marine area this is subject to final 
pipeline alignment based on engineering and other considerations. Due to the proximity 
of the proposed pipeline study area to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park the potential 
for direct and indirect impacts on the Commonwealth marine area as a result of pipeline 
construction will be addressed in the EIS.  
 

 
 
3.2 (d) Is the proposed action to be taken on 

Commonwealth land? 
x No 

 Yes (provide details below) 

If yes, nature & extent of likely impact on the whole environment (in addition to 3.1(g)) 
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3.3 Other important features of the environment 

Provide a description of the following features of the project area and the affected area. 
 
3.3 (a) Soil and vegetation characteristics 

The proposed pipeline network traverses a broad range of geological units and soil types.  
Dominant land zones and soils associated with the pipeline network include: 

 Exposed or shallowly covered duricrusts formed on a variety of rock types, usually forming mesas 
or scarps.  Soils are usually rudosols and tenosols, and shallow kandosols on plateau margins and 
larger mesas.  This land zone is dominant in the southern most section of the main transmission 
pipeline and in association with the interconnection network. 

 Undulating landscapes on generally horizontally bedded fine grained sedimentary rocks with a 
broad range of fine textured soils of moderate to high fertility – predominantly vertosols, 
sodosols and chromosols.  This land zone is dominant along the southern section of the main 
transmission pipeline and the lateral. 

 Hills and lowlands on granitic rocks forming ranges, hills and lowlands.  Soils are typically of low 
to moderate fertility and generally tenosols and rudosols on steeper slopes and chromosols and 
sodosols on lower slopes and gently undulating areas. This land zone dominates the central 
section of the pipeline route and a small area in the northern section of the route. 

 Hills and lowlands on metamorphosed sedimentary rocks forming ranges, hills and lowlands.  
Soils are mainly shallow and typically of low to moderate fertility.  This land zone dominates the 
northern section of the route, in conjunction with quaternary alluvial systems. 

 Quaternary alluvial systems including floodplains, alluvial plains, levees and swamps.  This land 
zone includes a diverse range of soils, predominantly vertosols and sodosols with hydrosols in 
higher rainfall areas.  This land zone dominates the northern section of the route and 
intermittently along the main transmission line and lateral. 

 Tidal flats and beaches of quaternary esturarine and marine deposits subject to periodic 
inundation.  Soils are predominantly hydrosols (saline muds, clays and sands) or beach sands.  
This land zone is located along the coastal areas mainline and Curtis Island. 

The pipeline network lies predominantly within the Brigalow Belt Bioregion, which has been subject 
to significant clearing.  At its north-easternmost extremity (on Curtis Island) the pipeline is located 
within the South East Queensland Bioregion. The remnant vegetation located long the pipeline route 
is largely associated with creek and river banks, property boundaries, road reserves and protected 
areas.  The pipeline route has been located to minimise disturbance to areas of regional ecosystems 
(REs) mapped by the Queensland Herbarium as being endangered or of concern. 

3.3 (b) Water flows, including rivers, creeks and impoundments 

A number of watercourse crossings will be required for the construction of the pipelines, with the 
most significant river systems associated with the Calliope River, Callide Creek and the Dawson River 
system.  The actual location of all crossings will be dependent on the final alignment of the pipeline. 

The construction of the pipelines will not permanently modify any watercourses, although there is 
the potential for temporary disruption during construction works.  The construction method for 
watercourse crossings will be depended on site factors (e.g. hydrology, stream substrate and 
geology, environmental sensitivities and engineering feasibility), with the aim to minimise 
environmental impacts during construction and the need to minimise future remedial work during the 
operation of the pipeline. 
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Assessment of water course crossings will be included as part of the environmental assessment of 
the pipeline route with particular emphasis on selecting stable crossing locations to assist in 
minimising potential environmental impacts.  Relevant permits will be sought from the Queensland 
Department of Natural Resources and Water. 

3.3 (c) Outstanding natural features, including caves 

Nil additional to those features outlined in this section. 

3.3 (d) Gradient 

Topography of the proposed routes includes flat to undulating terrain associated with the coastal 
plains around Gladstone and river flats of the Calliope River system.  The most significant 
topographic feature of the route is associated with Auburn, Callide and Mt Larcom Ranges and 
associated foothills. 

3.3 (e) Buildings or other infrastructure 

The proposed pipeline network is likely to intersect a range of existing infrastructure including roads, 
rail lines, power transmission lines and other pipelines.  However, the route will be selected to avoid 
buildings and minimise disturbance to the operation of other existing infrastructure. 

3.3 (f) Marine areas 

The pipeline crossing between the mainland and Curtis Island is located within the limits of the Port 
of Gladstone.  This area has been identified in the Curtis Coast Regional Coastal Management Plan as 
containing significant coastal resources and areas of conservation significance.   Areas of 
conservation significance associated with the pipeline marine crossing location includes: 

 World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef, although the crossing location is not within the 
boundaries of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, but adjacent to the boundary; 

 Rodds Bay Dugong Sanctuary; 
 The Narrows and Port Curtis Wetlands, which are listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands in 

Australia. 

The upper reaches of the Port of Gladstone supports a range of coastal marine habitats including: 

 Intertidal and sub-tidal seagrass beds; 
 Coastal wetlands listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands; 

 Mangroves and claypans. 

The seagrass beds within this area provide vital habitat for aquatic fauna and feeding grounds for 
several JAMBA, CAMBA and ROKAMBA listed migratory waders, dugong and marine turtles. 

3.3 (g) Kinds of fauna & flora 

A range of fauna species have been identified as potentially occurring within the pipeline study area 
(refer to Section 3.1d)   

3.3 (h) Current state of the environment in the area 
Include information about the extent of erosion, whether the area is infested with weeds or feral animals and whether the 
area is covered by native vegetation or crops. 

The majority of the pipeline routes are cleared and used for rural purposes.  Detailed field studies 
will be completed during the environmental assessment phase for the pipeline network to identify 
areas of remnant vegetation, soil types and erosion potential and to determine appropriate control 
measures. 

 

 



Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
 

001 Referral of proposed action vJUN08  Page 19 of 29 

3.3 (i) Other important or unique values of the environment 
Describe any other key features of the environment affected by, or in proximity to the proposed action (for example, any 
national parks, conservation reserves, wetlands of national significance etc).  

National Park 

A number of protected areas including National Parks and Conservation Reserves have been 
identified within pipeline study area.  The proposed routes have been located route to avoid all these 
protected areas.  Detailed field investigations and engineering design works are proposed to ensure 
that the construction and operation of the pipeline will not significantly impact on these areas.   

Nationally Important Wetlands 

The Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia (Environment Australia, 2001) lists Port Curtis, 
The Narrows, and Northeast Curtis Island as Nationally Important Wetlands.  The Narrows is a 
narrow estuarine passage between Curtis Island and the mainland in near pristine condition.  

3.3 (j) Tenure of the action area (eg freehold, leasehold) 

The majority of the land which the pipeline network traverses is freehold, with occasional parcels of 
leasehold and Crown land. 

3.3 (k) Existing land/marine uses of area 

The pipeline network traverses the Dalby, North Burnett and Gladstone Regional Council areas.  
The predominate land use within the pipeline study area is cattle grazing, with some dry-land 
cropping sections and a short section of irrigated and intensively farmed land near Thangool 
(KP210). There are also a number of native tree forestry plantations on the eastern footslopes of the 
Callide Ranges (KP300).  The pipeline network also crosses a number of mining and petroleum 
exploration tenures, including mineral development leases and petroleum production leases.  
The current route options has been located to avoid all mining leases and the Proponents will liaise 
with tenure holders to select a final route which avoids, to the extent possible, identified highly 
prospective resource areas. 

3.3 (l) Any proposed land/marine uses of area 

No change to the land use is proposed as a result of the pipeline.  It is envisaged that the majority of 
existing land uses will be able to continue upon completion of the pipeline. 
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4 Measures to avoid or reduce impacts 

The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts may decide that a proposed action is not a controlled action if the 
action will be undertaken in a particular manner that will ensure that any potential significant impacts are avoided or 
reduced by mitigation measures to the extent that they will not be significant (Subsection 77A(1) of the EPBC Act).  
 
To be considered, any such measures must:  

 clearly form part of the referral (eg be identified in the referral form and fall within the responsibility of the person 
proposing to take the action),  

 be concrete and prescriptive, and  
 be clearly effective in avoiding or mitigating significant impacts.  

 
Examples of relevant measures to avoid or reduce impacts may include the timing of works to avoid critical periods for 
listed species, avoidance of habitat important for listed species from direct and indirect impacts, application of specific 
design measures to avoid or reduce impacts, or adoption of specific work practices to reduce or avoid impacts.  
 
More general commitments (eg preparation of management plans or monitoring) and measures aimed at providing 
environmental offsets, compensation or off-site benefits CANNOT be taken into account in making a decision on 
significance (but are relevant at the assessment and approval stages if your project proceeds to these stages).  
 
Refer to the Guideline on Particular Manner Decisions under the EPBC Act available at the Department’s web site. 
 
For any measures intended to avoid or mitigate significant impacts on matters protected under the EPBC Act, specify: 

 what the measure is 
 how the measure is expected to be effective  
 the timeframe or workplan for the measure.  

The Proponents’ approach to the management of potential environmental impacts from the QCLNG 
Project are guided by their policies and procedures on: 

 Environmental Management and Social Performance; and 

 Health and Safety, Security and Environment Management Systems (EMS) including the 
operation of Project-specific Health, Safety, Security and Environment (HSSE) Construction and 
Operations plans which form part of its Quality Management Systems. 

The Proponents are committed to managing operations in a manner that will minimise environmental 
and social impacts and maximise benefits through the implementation of a robust process of project 
planning, impact assessment and mitigation, and management controls. 

Environmental studies will influence the preferred siting/alignment, location, engineering design and 
management measures for the Project.  A Construction, Operations and Decommissioning 
Environmental Management Plan for the different components of the Project will be developed and 
implemented based on the outcome of the environmental impact assessment studies and 
public/regulatory consultation. These plans will be included within the EIS. 
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5 Conclusion on the likelihood of significant impacts 
Identify whether or not you believe the action is a controlled action (ie. significant impacts on the matters protected under 
the Act are likely) and the reasons why. If you think that the action is a controlled action, you must also identify the 
relevant protected matters in section 5.3. (An action is a controlled action if it has, will have, or is likely to have a significant 
impact on a matter protected by a provision of Part 3 of the EPBC Act).   
 

5.1 Do you THINK your proposed action is a controlled action?  

 No, complete section 5.2 
x Yes, complete section 5.3 

 

5.2 Proposed action IS NOT a controlled action. 
Specify the key reasons why you think the proposed action is not a controlled action (ie. NOT LIKELY to have significant 
impacts). 
 

5.3 Proposed action IS a controlled action  
Type ‘x’ in the box for the matter(s) of the EPBC Act that you think are likely to be impacted (controlling provisions). 
 
 Matters likely to be impacted 

 sections 12 and 15A (World Heritage) 

 sections 15B and 15C (National Heritage places) 

 sections 16 and 17B (Wetlands of international importance) 

x sections 18 and 18A (Listed threatened species and communities) 

x sections 20 and 20A (Listed migratory species) 

 sections 21 and 22A (Protection of the environment from nuclear actions) 

 sections 23 and 24A (Marine environment) 

 sections 26 and 27A (Protection of the environment from actions involving Commonwealth land) 

 section 28 (Protection of the environment from Commonwealth actions) 

 Sections 27B and 27C (Commonwealth Heritage places outside the Australian Jurisdiction) 

 
Specify the key reasons why you think the proposed action is a controlled action (ie. LIKELY to have significant impacts). 

The Proponents do not believe that the actions described in this referral will present a significant 
impact to any matters of National Environmental Significance. The proposed development does not 
impact Ramsar sites or Commonwealth Land. The proposed action is not a nuclear action. 

It is acknowledged that a Commonwealth marine area, endangered ecological communities, listed 
threatened species and migratory species occur in the proximity of the pipeline corridor.  The EPBC 
Act Protected Matters search has identified five threatened ecological communities listed under the 
EPBC Act as potentially occurring within the study area.  In addition, the search also identified 33 
threatened animal species (9 birds, 8 mammals, 1 fish, 13 reptiles and 2 shark) and 38 threatened 
plant species and 31 migratory species (including 9 that are also threatened) listed under the EPBC 
Act which may potentially occur within the pipeline study area. 

Assessments completed to date to develop the pipeline alignments have included a review of existing 
vegetation mapping and alignments that significantly reduce clearing of vegetation communities are 
being investigated. 
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Where clearing can not be avoided, the alignment will be been located in a manner that minimizes 
habitat fragmentation. The Proponents are committed to minimizing environmental impacts and 
further refinements to the pipeline alignment will continue to adopt environmentally sensitive 
management strategies. 

While the pipeline route does involve a marine crossing at a location included within the World 
Heritage listed property of the Great Barrier Reef, due to the nature and duration of the works, 
significant impacts to the values of the World Heritage Property are not considered likely. 

While the Proponents believe that the proposed action does not have the potential to significantly 
impact any NES matters , it is appreciated that the lack of certainty relating to the final route and 
construction methods may be of concern to both the Department of Environment, Water, Heritage 
and the Arts and interested members of the public. As such the Proponent considers that the 
proposed action should be controlled under the EPBC Act. 
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6 Environmental history of the responsible party 
NOTE: If a decision is made that a proposal needs approval under the Act, the Minister will also decide the assessment 
approach. The EPBC Regulations provide for the environmental history of the party proposing to take the action to be taken 
into account when deciding the assessment approach for actions that need approval under the Act.   
 
  Yes No 

6.1 Does the party taking the action have a satisfactory record of responsible 
environmental management? 
 

BG & QGC 
 

 

 

 

 

 Provide details 

BG 

BG International Limited (BG) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BG Group 
plc, a top-10 publicly listed company on the London Stock Exchange. BG Group 
operates worldwide throughout the gas supply chain in the exploration, 
development, production, transmission, distribution and supply of natural gas, 
and also has a number of power generation business interests.  BG Group 
currently holds interests in 27 countries across five continents. 

The proposed Project represents BG Group’s first major investment in 
Australia, however, BG Group has an extensive operating track record and has 
successfully built six LNG trains to date in Trinidad and Egypt as part of its LNG 
business activities. 

BG Group’s record of responsible environmental management outside Australia 
is evidenced by its inclusion in several ethical investment funds, stock market 
sustainability indices and other external benchmarks.  These include: 

 The Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI), with BG Group included in the 
DJSI each year since its launch in 2000. This places BG Group in the top 
10% of the oil and gas sector for corporate sustainability; 

 The FTSE4Good, with BG Group qualifying for the FTSE4Good every year 
since its creation in 1999 and remaining a member of the FTSE4Good 
constituency; 

 Ranking of BG Group as a “sustainable investing leader” in 2007 Goldman 
Sachs in GS Sustain. 

BG Group is a signatory (as of 2004) to the UN Global Compact (UNGC), an 
international initiative that brings together companies, UN agencies, labour 
organisations and civil society in support of ten principles covering human 
rights, labour, the environment and corruption.  Reporting against these 
principles, and a wide range of other environmental and social indicators, is 
provided annually in the BG Group Corporate Responsibility Report, with this 
report subject to external independent review (in 2007 Ernst & Young were 
engaged to undertake the independent review). 

All major managed assets are expected to implement environmental 
management systems (EMS) certified to ISO 14001. While it is recognised that 
EMSs drive continuous improvement but do not themselves set performance 
expectations, the strategy provides the context for EMS development and 
environmental performance. 
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BG Group currently has a portfolio of over 70% gas, compared with less than 
50% gas for the oil and gas majors. Gas delivers significant environmental 
advantages over oil, in terms of climate change and local air quality. 

QGC 
 
QGC is a company with a market capitalisation in the order of $4.4 billion in 
value. QGC was listed on the ASX in 2000, publicly floated specifically to 
explore the CSG potential of the Walloon Subgroup coals of the eastern Surat 
Basin. Through the following seven years, QGC, as operator of most CSG 
tenements it holds interests in, has successfully progressed from exploration, 
through appraisal, to development stages of CSG production from the Walloon 
Subgroup coals. In April 2008, QGC received a cash injection of $664 million 
via a share issue and asset sale to BG.  

QGC’s long term exploration and production in the eastern Surat Basin has 
given QGC significant experience and local knowledge of environmental issues 
associated with petroleum activities. Dedicated environmental personnel at 
various management levels play active roles in ensuring that environmental 
values within the Project area are protected and actively promote QGC 
environmental practices to other staff and contractors.  

By conditioning activities and ensuring current best practice and knowledge is 
known and utilised in QGC’s development approach, impacts on existing 
environmental features can be avoided. Other aspects of QGC’s commitment to 
minimising environmental impacts resulting from petroleum activities include: 

 Ensuring staff are made aware of the relevant tenement’s environmental 
authority requirements and requirements under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1994 (Qld); 

 Incorporation of the avoidance of environmentally sensitive areas (such as 
endangered regional ecosystems and watercourses) in well site and 
associated infrastructure development and planning; 

 Preparation of environmental management plans where required; 

 A water quality sampling program, analysing associated water from wells 
and water stored in evaporation ponds; 

 Weed eradication and monitoring as required; and 

 Research into potential beneficial uses of associated water, such as crop 
trials relevant to local agriculture and reverse osmosis plants for the 
production of drinking water. 

 
QGC endeavour to maintain a positive working relationship with regulatory 
authorities, including the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of 
Mines and Energy through regular correspondence and updates.  
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6.2 Has the party taking the action ever been subject to any proceedings under a 
Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection of the environment or the 
conservation and sustainable use of natural resources? 
 

BG and QGC 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 If yes, provide details 
 

6.3 If the party taking the action is a corporation, will the action be taken in accordance 
with the corporation’s environmental policy and planning framework? 
 

BG & QGC 
 

 

 

 

 

 If yes, provide details of environmental policy and planning framework 

BG 

BG Group operates under a set of Business Principles that represent corporate 
commitments.  These corporate Business Principles include the following 
Environment Principles 

 “We make a positive contribution to the protection of the environment 

 We go beyond compliance with local environmental regulation to meet 
internationally accepted best practice 

 We reduce to the minimum practicable any adverse effects of our 
operations on the environment” 

Cascading from the environment Business Principles is the BG Group HSE 
Policy, with supporting Environmental Standards. 

A copy of BG Group Business Principles, and BG Group HSE Policy, can be 
reviewed at: 
http://www.bg-group.com/CorporateResponsibility/BusinessPrinciples/Pages/pgOur15BusinessPrinciples.aspx 

http://www.bg-group.com/CorporateResponsibility/BGPolicies/Pages/HSE_policy.aspx 

 
QGC 
 
At QGC, we are committed to applying the principles of Ecologically 
Sustainable Development across our business operations.  We strive to ensure 
the continual provision of cleaner, sustainable energy and to make a positive 
contribution to society.  Sustainability is an opportunity to embrace responsible 
business values without compromising future resource needs, while meeting 
the requirements of stakeholders.  With a growing focus on climate change, 
we believe innovative business should adopt a balance of social, economic and 
environmental strategies to meet the needs of current and future generations. 
The management and staff of QGC are dedicated to ensuring that our business 
is here for the long-term.  This is reflected in our sustainability initiatives. 
 
To achieve these principles, we are committed to: 
 
 Developing, implementing and maintaining management systems to 

continually improve our performance, reduce our business risk and comply 
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with legal and other requirements. 

 Proactively working and partnering with industry and government to drive 
sustainable policy and legislative initiatives. 

 Ensuring that the design, construction and operation of our facilities meet 
our life-cycle and sustainability requirements. 

 Engaging all stakeholders, including local communities, employees, 
shareholders and government, through positive communication and 
consultation. 

 Monitoring and reporting against credible objectives and targets especially 
for the utilisation and production of energy, water and waste. 

 Empowering employees and contractors to implement sustainable work 
processes and minimise risk. 

 
We encourage all stakeholders to join us and integrate sustainability practices 
into everyday life. 
 

6.4 Has the person proposing to take the action previously referred an action under the 
EPBC Act? 

BG and QGC 
 

  
 
 

 Provide name of proposal and EPBC reference number (if known) 
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7 Information sources and attachments 
(For the information provided above) 

7.1 References 

List the references used in preparing the referral. 
Highlight documents that are available to the public, including web references if relevant. 

BG & QGC (2008) Queensland Curtis LNG Project: Initial Advice Statement. 
http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/projects/energy/gas/curtis-lng-project.html 

Curtis Coast Regional Coastal Management Plan (Qld. Environment Protection Agency September 
2003) and associated maps. 

Databases 

 EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (searched February 2008). 
 EPA Regional Ecosystem and Essential Habitat Mapping online (searched April 08). 
 EPA Regional Ecosystem Description Database (REDD) – preclearing status (searched April 08). 
 DEHWA Protected Matters Search Tool for the Pipeline Study Area (searched April 08). 

7.2 Reliability and date of information 

For information in section 3 specify: 
 source of the information; 
 how recent the information is; 
 how the reliability of the information was tested; and 
 any uncertainties in the information. 

As detailed field surveys have not been conducted, database information has been relied upon to 
provide an indication of the species and communities likely to be present and has been confirmed 
where possible through the initial fieldwork. Detailed ecological surveys will be conducted during the 
EIS phase. 
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7.3 Attachments 

Indicate the documents you have attached. All attachments must be less than two megabytes so they can be published on 
the Department’s website.  Attachments larger than two megabytes (2mb) may delay the processing of your referral. 
 

   
attached Title of attachment(s) 

You must attach 
 

figures, maps or aerial photographs 
showing the project locality (section 1) 

  Figure 1: Major 
Project Components – 
Coal Seam Gas Field 
and Pipeline 

 Figure 2: Major 
Project Components – 
Port of Gladstone 

 
 figures, maps or aerial photographs 

showing the location of the project in 
respect to any matters of national 
environmental significance or important 
features of the environments (section 3) 

  Figure 2: Major 
Project Components – 
Port of Gladstone 
(shows extent Great 
Barrier Reef Marine 
Park, and describes 
limits of Great Barrier 
Reef World Heritage 
Area) 

If relevant, attach 
 

copies of any state or local government 
approvals and consent conditions (section 
2.3) 

  

 copies of any completed assessments to 
meet state or local government approvals 
and outcomes of public consultations, if 
available (section 2.4) 

  

 copies of any flora and fauna investigations 
and surveys (section 3)  

  

 technical reports relevant to the 
assessment of impacts on protected 
matters and that support the arguments 
and conclusions in the referral (section 3 
and 4) 

  

 report(s) on any public consultations 
undertaken, including with Indigenous 
stakeholders (section 3) 
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8 Contacts, signatures and declarations 
NOTE: Providing false or misleading information is an offence punishable on conviction by imprisonment and fine (s 489, 
EPBC Act).  
 
Under the EPBC Act a referral can only be made by: 
 the person proposing to take the action; or 
 the Commonwealth, state or territory government, or agency with administrative responsibility for the action*1. 
 
 Project title: Queensland Curtis LNG Project (BG/QGC): Pipeline Network 

8.1 Person proposing to take action  
This is the individual, body politic or body corporate that will be principally responsible for, or who will carry out, the 
proposed action. The Minister may also request additional information from this person, for the purposes of deciding 
whether the action is a controlled action, the controlling provisions that apply, and for the making of an approval 
decision (if applicable).  
 
If approval for the action is required and is granted, it will be issued to the person proposing to take the action. This 
person will be responsible for complying with any conditions of approval. 
 
If the Minister decides that the action is a controlled action, the Minister must also designate a person as a proponent 
of the action. The proponent is responsible for meeting the requirements of the EPBC Act during the assessment 
process. The proponent will generally be the person proposing to take the action*2. 

 Name David Maxwell (BG) 
Richard Cottee (QGC) 
 

 Title David Maxwell: BG Managing Director  
Richard Cottee: QGC Managing Director 
 

 Organisation BG International Limited (BG) & 
Queensland Gas Company Limited (QGC) 
 

 ACN / ABN (if applicable) BG ARBN: 114 818 825 
QGC ABN: 089 642 553 
 

 Postal address BG International Limited 
Level 2, 10 Felix Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000 
 
Queensland Gas Company Limited 
GPO Box 3107, Brisbane, QLD, 4001 
 

 Telephone BG: (07) 3837 8000 
QGC: (07) 3020 9000 
 

 Email info@qclng.com.au 
 

 Declaration I declare that the information contained in this form is, to my knowledge, true and not 
misleading. I agree to be nominated as the proponent for this action. 

 

Signature(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 
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8.2 Person preparing the referral information (if different from 8.1) 

Individual or organisation who has prepared the information contained in this referral form. 
 Name Margaret Harris 

 Title Group Manager - Environment 

 Organisation ELP & Muddy Boots 

 Postal address GPO Box 559 Brisbane Qld 4001 

 Telephone +61 (0) 7 3239 9700 

 Email margaret.harris@elp.com.au 

 Declaration I declare that the information contained in this form is, to my knowledge, true and not 
misleading. 

 

Signature 

 
 
 
 
 

Date 

 

 

 
*1 If the referral is to be made by the Commonwealth, state or territory government, or agency with administrative 
responsibility for the action, please contact the Referrals Business Entry Point (1800 803 772) to obtain an alternative 
contacts, signatures and declarations page. 
 
*2 If a person other than the person proposing to take action is to be nominated as the proponent, please contact the 
Referrals Business Entry Point (1800 803 772) to obtain an alternative contacts, signatures and declarations page. 
 
 
 If the referring party is a small business (fewer than 20 employees), estimate the time, in 

hours and minutes, to complete this form (include your time reading the instructions, 
working on the questions and obtaining the information and time spent by all employees in 
collecting and providing this information). 

Hours Minutes 

 
 



FIGURE 1: 
MAJOR PROJECT COMPONENTS – COAL SEAM GAS FIELD AND PIPELINE 
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FIGURE 2: 
MAJOR PROJECT COMPONENTS – PORT OF GLADSTONE 
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ANNEX A

EPBC ACT PROTECTED MATTERS REPORT 



Margaret Harris 

 

 

Skip navigation links About us | Contact us | Publications | What's new 

 

Protected Matters Search Tool 

You are here: Environment Home > EPBC Act > Search 

EPBC Act Protected Matters 
Report 

7 March 2008 11:53

This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other matters protected by the 
EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Information on the coverage of this report and qualifications on data supporting this 
report are contained in the caveat at the end of the report.  

You may wish to print this report for reference before moving to other pages or websites. 

The Australian Natural Resources Atlas at http://www.environment.gov.au/atlas may provide further environmental information 
relevant to your selected area. Information about the EPBC Act including significance guidelines, forms and application process 
details can be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/index.html 

 

From:  Saved by Windows Internet Explorer 7 [Saved by Windows 
Internet Explorer 7]

Sent: Fri 7/03/2008 10:55 AM

To:  
Cc:  
Subject:  EPBC Act Protected Matters Report

Attachments: 
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6/08/2008https://webmail.qgc.com.au/exchange/mharris/Inbox/EPBC%20search%20results%20f...



 

This map may contain data which are 
© Commonwealth of Australia 
(Geoscience Australia) 
© 2007 MapData Sciences Pty Ltd, PSMA 

Search Type: Area

Buffer: 0 km

Coordinates: -25.92777,149.9416, -25.99527,149.1797, -25.8537,148.834, -25.598,148.726, -25.4509,148.849, -
25.4883,149.064, -25.6101,149.216, -25.5584,150.188

 

 

 

 

Report Contents: Summary  
Details  

Matters of NES  
Other matters protected by the EPBC Act  
Extra Information  

Caveat  
Acknowledgments  

 

Summary 

Matters of National Environmental Significance 
This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may occur in, or may relate to, the 
area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail part of the report, which can be accessed by scrolling or 
following the links below. If you are proposing to undertake an activity that may have a significant impact on one or more 
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Details 

matters of national environmental significance then you should consider the Administrative Guidelines on Significance - see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html. 

World Heritage Properties: None

National Heritage Places: None

Wetlands of International Significance:  
(Ramsar Sites)

1

Commonwealth Marine Areas: None

Threatened Ecological Communities: 4

Threatened Species: 19

Migratory Species: 12

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 
This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the area you nominated. 
Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects the environment on Commonwealth land, when the 
action is outside the Commonwealth land, or the environment anywhere when the action is taken on Commonwealth land. 
Approval may also be required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to take an action that is likely to 
have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.  
 
The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the actions taken on Commonwealth 
land, and the environment from actions taken by Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a place are part of the 
'environment', these aspects of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a Commonwealth Heritage place 
and the heritage values of a place on the Register of the National Estate. Information on the new heritage laws can be found 
at http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/index.html.  
 
Please note that the current dataset on Commonwealth land is not complete. Further information on Commonwealth land 
would need to be obtained from relevant sources including Commonwealth agencies, local agencies, and land tenure maps.  
 
A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member of a listed threatened 
species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, whales and other cetaceans, or a member of a listed 
marine species. Information on EPBC Act permit requirements and application forms can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/permits/index.html. 

Commonwealth Lands: None

Commonwealth Heritage Places: None

Places on the RNE: 3

Listed Marine Species: 11

Whales and Other Cetaceans: None

Critical Habitats: None

Commonwealth Reserves: None

Extra Information 

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have nominated. 

State and Territory Reserves: 3 

Other Commonwealth Reserves: None

Regional Forest Agreements: None
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Matters of National Environmental Significance 

Wetlands of International Significance [ Dataset Information ]  
(Ramsar Sites) 

SHOALWATER AND CORIO BAYS AREA  Within same catchment as Ramsar site

Threatened Ecological Communities [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant grasslands of the 
Brigalow Belt Bioregions (North and South)

Endangered Community known to occur within area

Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant) Endangered Community known to occur within area

Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and 
South) and Nandewar Bioregions

Endangered Community likely to occur within area

The community of native species dependent on natural 
discharge of groundwater from the Great Artesian Basin

Endangered Community known to occur within area

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Birds

Erythrotriorchis radiatus *  
Red Goshawk 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Geophaps scripta scripta*  
Squatter Pigeon (southern) 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Neochmia ruficauda ruficauda*  
Star Finch (eastern), Star Finch (southern) 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Rostratula australis *  
Australian Painted Snipe 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Turnix melanogaster *  
Black-breasted Button-quail 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Mammals

Chalinolobus dwyeri *  
Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Nyctophilus timoriensis (South-eastern form) *  
Eastern Long-eared Bat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Reptiles

Denisonia maculata *  
Ornamental Snake 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Egernia rugosa *  
Yakka Skink 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Furina dunmalli *  
Dunmall's Snake 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Paradelma orientalis *  
Brigalow Scaly-foot 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Rheodytes leukops *  
Fitzroy Tortoise 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Plants

Cadellia pentastylis *  
Ooline 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Commersonia sp. Cadarga (G.P.Guymer 1642) * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Dichanthium queenslandicum *  
King Blue-grass 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Digitaria porrecta *  
Finger Panic Grass 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Diuris sheaffiana *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 

Tricolour Diuris 

Eriocaulon carsonii *  
Salt Pipewort, Button Grass 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Macrozamia fearnsidei * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Migratory Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Migratory Terrestrial Species

Birds

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Migratory Wetland Species

Birds

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Migratory Marine Birds

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Listed Marine Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Birds

Anseranas semipalmata  
Magpie Goose 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Extra Information 

  

Caveat 
The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as acknowledged at the end of the 
report.  

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in determining obligations under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. It holds mapped locations of World Heritage and Register 
of National Estate properties, Wetlands of International Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed 
threatened, migratory and marine species and listed threatened ecological communities. Mapping of Commonwealth land is not 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Listed Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Places on the RNE [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that not all Indigenous sites may be listed.

Natural

Brigalow Invertebrate Site QLD

Expedition Range Area QLD

Lonesome National Park QLD

State and Territory Reserves [ Dataset Information ] 

Carraba Sandy Conservation Park, QLD

Expedition National Park, QLD

Expedition Resource Reserve, QLD
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complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a range of sources at various resolutions.  

Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report is a general guide only. Where 
available data supports mapping, the type of presence that can be determined from the data is indicated in general terms. 
People using this information in making a referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and 
consider other information sources.  

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived from recovery plans, State 
vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened ecological community distributions are less well 
known, existing vegetation maps and point location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.  

For species where the distributions are well known, maps are digitised from sources such as recovery plans and detailed habitat 
studies. Where appropriate, core breeding, foraging and roosting areas are indicated under "type of presence". For species 
whose distributions are less well known, point locations are collated from government wildlife authorities, museums, and non-
government organisations; bioclimatic distribution models are generated and these validated by experts. In some cases, the 
distribution maps are based solely on expert knowledge.  

Only selected species covered by the migratory and marine provisions of the Act have been mapped.  

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in reports produced from this 
database: 

threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants  
some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed  
some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area  
migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers.  

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the species: 

non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites;  
seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent.  

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine environment. 
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Protected Matters Search Tool 

You are here: Environment Home > EPBC Act > Search 

EPBC Act Protected Matters 
Report 

7 March 2008 12:43

This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other matters protected by the 
EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Information on the coverage of this report and qualifications on data supporting this 
report are contained in the caveat at the end of the report.  

You may wish to print this report for reference before moving to other pages or websites. 

The Australian Natural Resources Atlas at http://www.environment.gov.au/atlas may provide further environmental information 
relevant to your selected area. Information about the EPBC Act including significance guidelines, forms and application process 
details can be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/index.html 

 

From:  Saved by Windows Internet Explorer 7 [Saved by Windows 
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(Geoscience Australia) 
© 2007 MapData Sciences Pty Ltd, PSMA 

Search Type: Area

Buffer: 0 km

Coordinates: -25.9748,150.77, -24.7657,150.8, -24.3153,150.907, -24.1287,151.107, -23.8705,151.34, -
23.6901,151.38, -23.572,151.224, -23.6085,150.933, -24.117,150.53, -24.6704,150.415, -
24.9404,150.279, -25.5584,150.188
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Summary 

Matters of National Environmental Significance 
This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may occur in, or may relate to, the 
area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail part of the report, which can be accessed by scrolling or 
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Details 

following the links below. If you are proposing to undertake an activity that may have a significant impact on one or more 
matters of national environmental significance then you should consider the Administrative Guidelines on Significance - see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html. 

World Heritage Properties: 1

National Heritage Places: 1

Wetlands of International Significance:  
(Ramsar Sites)

1

Commonwealth Marine Areas: Relevant

Threatened Ecological Communities: 3

Threatened Species: 51

Migratory Species: 34

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 
This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the area you nominated. 
Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects the environment on Commonwealth land, when the 
action is outside the Commonwealth land, or the environment anywhere when the action is taken on Commonwealth land. 
Approval may also be required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to take an action that is likely to 
have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.  
 
The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the actions taken on Commonwealth 
land, and the environment from actions taken by Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a place are part of the 
'environment', these aspects of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a Commonwealth Heritage place 
and the heritage values of a place on the Register of the National Estate. Information on the new heritage laws can be found 
at http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/index.html.  
 
Please note that the current dataset on Commonwealth land is not complete. Further information on Commonwealth land 
would need to be obtained from relevant sources including Commonwealth agencies, local agencies, and land tenure maps.  
 
A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member of a listed threatened 
species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, whales and other cetaceans, or a member of a listed 
marine species. Information on EPBC Act permit requirements and application forms can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/permits/index.html. 

Commonwealth Lands: 1

Commonwealth Heritage Places: None

Places on the RNE: 7

Listed Marine Species: 73

Whales and Other Cetaceans: 12

Critical Habitats: None

Commonwealth Reserves: None

Extra Information 

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have nominated. 

State and Territory Reserves: 8 

Other Commonwealth Reserves: 1 

Regional Forest Agreements: 1
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Matters of National Environmental Significance 

World Heritage Properties [ Dataset Information ] 

Great Barrier Reef QLD   

National Heritage Places [ Dataset Information ] 

Great Barrier Reef QLD

Wetlands of International Significance [ Dataset Information ]  
(Ramsar Sites) 

SHOALWATER AND CORIO BAYS AREA  Within same catchment as Ramsar site

Commonwealth Marine Areas [ Dataset Information ] 

Approval may be required for a proposed activity that is likely to have a significant impact on the environment in a 
Commonwealth Marine Area, when the action is outside the Commonwealth Marine Area, or the environment anywhere when 
the action is taken within the Commonwealth Marine Area. Generally the Commonwealth Marine Area stretches from three 
nautical miles to two hundred nautical miles from the coast. 

EEZ and Territorial Sea   

Threatened Ecological Communities [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant grasslands of the 
Brigalow Belt Bioregions (North and South)

Endangered Community known to occur within area

Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant) Endangered Community known to occur within area

Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and 
South) and Nandewar Bioregions

Endangered Community likely to occur within area

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Birds

Epthianura crocea macgregori*  
Yellow Chat (Dawson) 

Critically 
Endangered

Species or species habitat known to occur within 
area

Erythrotriorchis radiatus *  
Red Goshawk 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Geophaps scripta scripta*  
Squatter Pigeon (southern) 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Lathamus discolor *  
Swift Parrot 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur within area

Macronectes giganteus *  
Southern Giant-Petrel 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur within area

Neochmia ruficauda ruficauda*  
Star Finch (eastern), Star Finch (southern) 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Pterodroma neglecta neglecta*  
Kermadec Petrel (western) 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Rostratula australis *  
Australian Painted Snipe 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Turnix melanogaster *  
Black-breasted Button-quail 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Mammals

Balaenoptera musculus *  
Blue Whale 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur within area

Chalinolobus dwyeri *  
Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Dasyurus hallucatus *  
Northern Quoll 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hipposideros semoni *  
Semon's Leaf-nosed Bat, Greater Wart-nosed Horseshoe-bat 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Megaptera novaeangliae *  
Humpback Whale 

Vulnerable Breeding known to occur within area

Nyctophilus timoriensis (South-eastern form) *  
Eastern Long-eared Bat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Xeromys myoides *  
Water Mouse, False Water Rat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Reptiles

Caretta caretta *  
Loggerhead Turtle 

Endangered Breeding known to occur within area

Chelonia mydas *  
Green Turtle 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Denisonia maculata *  
Ornamental Snake 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Dermochelys coriacea *  
Leathery Turtle, Leatherback Turtle, Luth 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Egernia rugosa *  
Yakka Skink 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Eretmochelys imbricata *  
Hawksbill Turtle 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Furina dunmalli *  
Dunmall's Snake 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Lepidochelys olivacea *  
Pacific Ridley, Olive Ridley 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur within area

Natator depressus *  
Flatback Turtle 

Vulnerable Breeding known to occur within area

Paradelma orientalis *  
Brigalow Scaly-foot 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Rheodytes leukops *  
Fitzroy Tortoise 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Sharks

Pristis zijsron *  
Green Sawfish, Dindagubba, Narrowsnout Sawfish 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Rhincodon typus *  
Whale Shark 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Plants

Acacia grandifolia * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Atalaya collina * Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Bosistoa selwynii *  
Heart-leaved Bosistoa 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Bosistoa transversa *  
Three-leaved Bosistoa 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Bulbophyllum globuliforme *  
Miniature Moss-orchid 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Cadellia pentastylis *  
Ooline 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Commersonia sp. Cadarga (G.P.Guymer 1642) * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Cossinia australiana *  
Cossinia 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Cupaniopsis shirleyana *  
Wedge-leaf Tuckeroo 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Page 5 of 13

6/08/2008https://webmail.qgc.com.au/exchange/mharris/Inbox/EPBC%20search%20results%20f...



Cycas megacarpa * Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Denhamia parvifolia * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Dichanthium queenslandicum *  
King Blue-grass 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Digitaria porrecta *  
Finger Panic Grass 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Diuris sheaffiana *  
Tricolour Diuris 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area

Leucopogon cuspidatus * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Parsonsia larcomensis * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Quassia bidwillii *  
Quassia 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Sarcochilus roseus * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Sophora fraseri * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Stemmacantha australis *  
Austral Cornflower, Native Thistle 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Taeniophyllum muelleri *  
Minute Orchid, Ribbon-root Orchid 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Trymalium minutiflorum * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Migratory Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Migratory Terrestrial Species

Birds

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hirundo rustica  
Barn Swallow 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch 

Migratory Breeding may occur within area

Monarcha trivirgatus  
Spectacled Monarch 

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail 

Migratory Breeding may occur within area

Migratory Wetland Species

Birds

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Numenius minutus  
Little Curlew, Little Whimbrel 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Migratory Marine Birds

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Macronectes giganteus  
Southern Giant-Petrel 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Sterna albifrons  
Little Tern 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Migratory Marine Species

Mammals

Balaenoptera edeni  
Bryde's Whale 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Balaenoptera musculus *  
Blue Whale 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Dugong dugon  
Dugong 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Megaptera novaeangliae *  
Humpback Whale 

Migratory Breeding known to occur within area

Orcaella brevirostris  
Irrawaddy Dolphin 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Orcinus orca  
Killer Whale, Orca 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Sousa chinensis  
Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphin 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Reptiles

Caretta caretta *  
Loggerhead Turtle 

Migratory Breeding known to occur within area

Chelonia mydas *  
Green Turtle 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Crocodylus porosus  
Estuarine Crocodile, Salt-water Crocodile 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Dermochelys coriacea *  
Leathery Turtle, Leatherback Turtle, Luth 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Eretmochelys imbricata *  
Hawksbill Turtle 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Lepidochelys olivacea *  
Pacific Ridley, Olive Ridley 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area

Natator depressus *  
Flatback Turtle 

Migratory Breeding known to occur within area

Sharks

Rhincodon typus  
Whale Shark 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 

Listed Marine Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Birds

Anseranas semipalmata  
Magpie Goose 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Listed Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hirundo rustica  
Barn Swallow 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Lathamus discolor *  
Swift Parrot 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Macronectes giganteus  
Southern Giant-Petrel 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Breeding may occur within area

Monarcha trivirgatus  
Spectacled Monarch 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Breeding likely to occur within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Listed - 
overfly 

Species or species habitat may occur within area
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marine 
area

Numenius minutus  
Little Curlew, Little Whimbrel 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Breeding may occur within area

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur within area

Sterna albifrons  
Little Tern 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Mammals

Dugong dugon  
Dugong 

Listed Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Ray-finned fishes

Acentronura tentaculata  
Hairy Pygmy Pipehorse 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Campichthys tryoni  
Tryon's Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Choeroichthys brachysoma  
Pacific Short-bodied Pipefish, Short-bodied Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys amplexus  
Fijian Banded Pipefish, Brown-banded Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys flavofasciatus  
Yellow-banded Pipefish, Network Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys haematopterus  
Reef-top Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys intestinalis  
Australian Messmate Pipefish, Banded Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys ocellatus  
Orange-spotted Pipefish, Ocellated Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys paxtoni  
Paxton's Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Corythoichthys schultzi  
Schultz's Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Doryrhamphus excisus  
Indian Blue-stripe Pipefish, Blue-stripe Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Festucalex cinctus  
Girdled Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Filicampus tigris  
Tiger Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Halicampus dunckeri  
Red-hair Pipefish, Duncker's Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Halicampus grayi  
Mud Pipefish, Gray's Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Halicampus nitidus  
Glittering Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Halicampus spinirostris  
Spiny-snout Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hippichthys cyanospilos  Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Blue-speckled Pipefish, Blue-spotted Pipefish 

Hippichthys heptagonus  
Madura Pipefish, Reticulated Freshwater Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hippichthys penicillus  
Beady Pipefish, Steep-nosed Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hippocampus bargibanti  
Pygmy Seahorse 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hippocampus kuda  
Spotted Seahorse, Yellow Seahorse 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hippocampus planifrons  
Flat-face Seahorse 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hippocampus zebra  
Zebra Seahorse 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Lissocampus runa  
Javelin Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Micrognathus andersonii  
Anderson's Pipefish, Shortnose Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Micrognathus brevirostris  
Thorn-tailed Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Nannocampus pictus  
Painted Pipefish, Reef Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Solegnathus hardwickii  
Pipehorse 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Solenostomus cyanopterus  
Blue-finned Ghost Pipefish, Robust Ghost Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Solenostomus paradoxus  
Harlequin Ghost Pipefish, Ornate Ghost Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Syngnathoides biaculeatus  
Double-ended Pipehorse, Alligator Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Trachyrhamphus bicoarctatus  
Bend Stick Pipefish, Short-tailed Pipefish 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Reptiles

Acalyptophis peronii  
Horned Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Aipysurus duboisii  
Dubois' Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Aipysurus eydouxii  
Spine-tailed Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Aipysurus laevis  
Olive Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Astrotia stokesii  
Stokes' Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Caretta caretta *  
Loggerhead Turtle 

Listed Breeding known to occur within area

Chelonia mydas *  
Green Turtle 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Crocodylus porosus  
Estuarine Crocodile, Salt-water Crocodile 

Listed Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Dermochelys coriacea *  
Leathery Turtle, Leatherback Turtle, Luth 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Disteira kingii  
Spectacled Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Disteira major  Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area
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Olive-headed Seasnake 

Emydocephalus annulatus  
Turtle-headed Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Eretmochelys imbricata *  
Hawksbill Turtle 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Hydrophis elegans  
Elegant Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Lapemis hardwickii  
Spine-bellied Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Laticauda colubrina  
a sea krait 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Laticauda laticaudata  
a sea krait 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Lepidochelys olivacea *  
Pacific Ridley, Olive Ridley 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Natator depressus *  
Flatback Turtle 

Listed Breeding known to occur within area

Pelamis platurus  
Yellow-bellied Seasnake 

Listed Species or species habitat may occur within area

Whales and Other Cetaceans [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence

Balaenoptera acutorostrata  
Minke Whale 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Balaenoptera edeni  
Bryde's Whale 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Balaenoptera musculus *  
Blue Whale 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Delphinus delphis  
Common Dolphin 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Grampus griseus  
Risso's Dolphin, Grampus 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Megaptera novaeangliae *  
Humpback Whale 

Cetacean Breeding known to occur within area

Orcaella brevirostris  
Irrawaddy Dolphin 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Orcinus orca  
Killer Whale, Orca 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Sousa chinensis  
Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphin 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Stenella attenuata  
Spotted Dolphin, Pantropical Spotted Dolphin 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Tursiops aduncus  
Indian Ocean Bottlenose Dolphin, Spotted Bottlenose Dolphin 

Cetacean Species or species habitat likely to occur within 
area

Tursiops truncatus s. str.  
Bottlenose Dolphin 

Cetacean Species or species habitat may occur within area

Commonwealth Lands [ Dataset Information ] 

Defence   

Places on the RNE [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that not all Indigenous sites may be listed.

Historic

Kilburnie Homestead QLD

Natural

Balaclava Island and The Narrows QLD
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Extra Information 

  

Caveat 
The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as acknowledged at the end of the 
report.  

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in determining obligations under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. It holds mapped locations of World Heritage and Register 
of National Estate properties, Wetlands of International Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed 
threatened, migratory and marine species and listed threatened ecological communities. Mapping of Commonwealth land is not 
complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a range of sources at various resolutions.  

Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report is a general guide only. Where 
available data supports mapping, the type of presence that can be determined from the data is indicated in general terms. 
People using this information in making a referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and 
consider other information sources.  

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived from recovery plans, State 
vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened ecological community distributions are less well 
known, existing vegetation maps and point location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.  

For species where the distributions are well known, maps are digitised from sources such as recovery plans and detailed habitat 
studies. Where appropriate, core breeding, foraging and roosting areas are indicated under "type of presence". For species 
whose distributions are less well known, point locations are collated from government wildlife authorities, museums, and non-
government organisations; bioclimatic distribution models are generated and these validated by experts. In some cases, the 
distribution maps are based solely on expert knowledge.  

Only selected species covered by the migratory and marine provisions of the Act have been mapped.  

Curtis Island (part) QLD

Garden Island Environmental Park QLD

Great Barrier Reef Region ( Commonwealth ) QLD

Great Barrier Reef Region QLD

Mount Scoria Environmental Park QLD

State and Territory Reserves [ Dataset Information ] 

Garden Island Conservation Park, QLD

Kroombit Tops National Park, QLD

Mackay/Capricorn Marine Park, QLD

Mount Scoria Conservation Park, QLD

Rodds Bay Dugong Protection Area, QLD

Rundle Range National Park, QLD

Rundle Range Resource Reserve, QLD

Unnamed Scientific Area, QLD

Other Commonwealth Reserves [ Dataset Information ] 

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, COM

Regional Forest Agreements [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that all RFA areas including those still under consideration have been included. 

South East Queensland RFA, Queensland
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The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in reports produced from this 
database: 

threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants  
some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed  
some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area  
migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers.  

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the species: 

non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites;  
seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent.  

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine environment. 
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Protected Matters Search Tool 

You are here: Environment Home > EPBC Act > Search 

EPBC Act Protected Matters 
Report 

7 March 2008 12:51

This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other 
matters protected by the EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Information on the coverage of 
this report and qualifications on data supporting this report are contained in the caveat at the end of 
the report.  

You may wish to print this report for reference before moving to other pages or websites. 

The Australian Natural Resources Atlas at http://www.environment.gov.au/atlas may provide 
further environmental information relevant to your selected area. Information about the EPBC Act 
including significance guidelines, forms and application process details can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/index.html 
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This map may contain data which are 
© Commonwealth of Australia 
(Geoscience Australia) 
© 2007 MapData Sciences Pty Ltd, PSMA 

Search Type: Area
Buffer: 0 km
Coordinates: -25.9277,149.942, -26.208,149.819, -26.7595,150.026, -27.2281,150.713, -

27.192,150.886, -27.0633,150.959, -26.9111,150.882, -25.9748,150.77, -
25.5584,150.188
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Summary 

Matters of National Environmental Significance 
This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may 
occur in, or may relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail part 
of the report, which can be accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If you are proposing 
to undertake an activity that may have a significant impact on one or more matters of national 
environmental significance then you should consider the Administrative Guidelines on Significance 
- see http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html. 
World Heritage Properties: None
National Heritage Places: None
Wetlands of International Significance:  
(Ramsar Sites)

2

Commonwealth Marine Areas: None
Threatened Ecological Communities: 5
Threatened Species: 38
Migratory Species: 13

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 
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Details 

Matters of National Environmental Significance 

This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the area 
you nominated. Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects the 
environment on Commonwealth land, when the action is outside the Commonwealth land, or the 
environment anywhere when the action is taken on Commonwealth land. Approval may also be 
required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to take an action that is 
likely to have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.  
 
The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the actions 
taken on Commonwealth land, and the environment from actions taken by Commonwealth 
agencies. As heritage values of a place are part of the 'environment', these aspects of the EPBC Act 
protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a Commonwealth Heritage place and the heritage 
values of a place on the Register of the National Estate. Information on the new heritage laws can 
be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/index.html.  
 
Please note that the current dataset on Commonwealth land is not complete. Further information on 
Commonwealth land would need to be obtained from relevant sources including Commonwealth 
agencies, local agencies, and land tenure maps.  
 
A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member of 
a listed threatened species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, whales 
and other cetaceans, or a member of a listed marine species. Information on EPBC Act permit 
requirements and application forms can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/permits/index.html. 
Commonwealth Lands: None
Commonwealth Heritage Places: None
Places on the RNE: 5
Listed Marine Species: 13
Whales and Other Cetaceans: None
Critical Habitats: None
Commonwealth Reserves: None

Extra Information 

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have 
nominated. 
State and Territory Reserves: 6 
Other Commonwealth Reserves: None
Regional Forest Agreements: None

Wetlands of International Significance [ Dataset Information ]  
(Ramsar Sites) 
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NARRAN LAKE NATURE RESERVE  Within same catchment as Ramsar site
SHOALWATER AND CORIO BAYS AREA  Within same catchment as Ramsar site
Threatened Ecological Communities [ Dataset 
Information ] Status Type of Presence

Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant 
grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions 
(North and South)

Endangered Community known to occur within 
area

Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and 
co-dominant)

Endangered Community known to occur within 
area

Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow 
Belt (North and South) and Nandewar 
Bioregions

Endangered Community likely to occur within 
area

The community of native species dependent on 
natural discharge of groundwater from the 
Great Artesian Basin

Endangered Community known to occur within 
area

White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum 
Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 
Grassland

Critically 
Endangered

Community may occur within area

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence
Birds
Erythrotriorchis radiatus *  
Red Goshawk 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Geophaps scripta scripta*  
Squatter Pigeon (southern) 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Lathamus discolor *  
Swift Parrot 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Neochmia ruficauda ruficauda*  
Star Finch (eastern), Star Finch (southern) 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Rostratula australis *  
Australian Painted Snipe 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Turnix melanogaster *  
Black-breasted Button-quail 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Mammals
Chalinolobus dwyeri *  
Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Nyctophilus timoriensis (South-eastern form) * 
Eastern Long-eared Bat 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Pteropus poliocephalus *  
Grey-headed Flying-fox 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Ray-finned fishes
Maccullochella peelii peelii*  
Murray Cod, Cod, Goodoo 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Reptiles
Anomalopus mackayi *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
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Five-clawed Worm-skink, Long-legged Worm-
skink 

within area

Egernia rugosa *  
Yakka Skink 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Furina dunmalli *  
Dunmall's Snake 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Paradelma orientalis *  
Brigalow Scaly-foot 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Rheodytes leukops *  
Fitzroy Tortoise 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Tympanocryptis pinguicolla *  
Grassland Earless Dragon 

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Plants
Acacia chinchillensis * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 

occur within area
Acacia curranii *  
Curly-bark Wattle 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Acacia handonis *  
Hando's Wattle, Percy Grant Wattle 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Acacia wardellii * Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Bothriochloa biloba *  
Lobed Blue-grass 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Cadellia pentastylis *  
Ooline 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Calytrix gurulmundensis * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Commersonia sp. Cadarga (G.P.Guymer 1642) 
* 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Denhamia parvifolia * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Dichanthium queenslandicum *  
King Blue-grass 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Digitaria porrecta *  
Finger Panic Grass 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Diuris sheaffiana *  
Tricolour Diuris 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Eriocaulon carsonii *  
Salt Pipewort, Button Grass 

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Eucalyptus argophloia *  
Queensland White Gum, Queensland Western 
White Gum, Lapunyah, Scrub Gum, White 
Gum 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Eucalyptus virens * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Page 5 of 10EPBC Act Protected Matters Report

6/08/2008https://webmail.qgc.com.au/exchange/mharris/Inbox/EPBC%20search%20results%20f...



Homopholis belsonii * Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Homoranthus decumbens * Vulnerable Species or species habitat known to 
occur within area

Philotheca sporadica * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Pterostylis cobarensis *  
Cobar Greenhood Orchid 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Stemmacantha australis *  
Austral Cornflower, Native Thistle 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Westringia parvifolia * Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Xerothamnella herbacea * Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Migratory Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence
Migratory Terrestrial Species
Birds
Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher 

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Migratory Wetland Species
Birds
Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Migratory Marine Birds
Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Ardea alba  Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area
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Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 

Great Egret, White Egret 
Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Listed Marine Species [ Dataset Information ] Status Type of Presence
Birds
Anseranas semipalmata  
Magpie Goose 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Breeding likely to occur within area

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Listed Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Lathamus discolor *  
Swift Parrot 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Myiagra cyanoleuca  Listed - Species or species habitat likely to 
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Extra Information 

  

Caveat 
The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as 
acknowledged at the end of the report.  

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in 
determining obligations under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 
It holds mapped locations of World Heritage and Register of National Estate properties, Wetlands of 
International Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed threatened, migratory 
and marine species and listed threatened ecological communities. Mapping of Commonwealth land 
is not complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a range of sources at various resolutions. 

Satin Flycatcher overfly 
marine 
area

occur within area

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe 

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area

Places on the RNE [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that not all Indigenous sites may be listed.
Historic
Boonarga Cactoblastis Memorial Hall QLD
Indigenous
Fernbank Stone Arrangement QLD
Kogan Stone Arrangement QLD
Malleroo Stone Arrangement QLD
Natural
Chinchilla Sands Local Fossil Fauna Site QLD

State and Territory Reserves [ Dataset Information ] 
Coondarra Scientific Area, QLD
Rosehall Feature Protection Area, QLD
Singleton Scientific Area, QLD
Stones Country Resource Reserve, QLD
Waaje Wildflower Scientific Area, QLD
Woolybark Scientific Area, QLD
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Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report is a 
general guide only. Where available data supports mapping, the type of presence that can be 
determined from the data is indicated in general terms. People using this information in making a 
referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and consider other 
information sources.  

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived from 
recovery plans, State vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened 
ecological community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps and point location 
data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.  

For species where the distributions are well known, maps are digitised from sources such as recovery 
plans and detailed habitat studies. Where appropriate, core breeding, foraging and roosting areas are 
indicated under "type of presence". For species whose distributions are less well known, point 
locations are collated from government wildlife authorities, museums, and non-government 
organisations; bioclimatic distribution models are generated and these validated by experts. In some 
cases, the distribution maps are based solely on expert knowledge.  

Only selected species covered by the migratory and marine provisions of the Act have been mapped. 

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in 
reports produced from this database: 

threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants  
some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed  
some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area  
migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers.  

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the species:

non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites;  
seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent.  

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine environment. 
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