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Tailored Guidelines for the preparation of Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) 

Springsure Creek Coal Project, Qld (EPBC ref 2010/5782) 
 
These tailored guidelines are based on the standard guidelines at Schedule 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000. 
 
The information required under these guidelines may be provided in an EIS that 
addresses state specific requirements, however it must be included in a stand-alone 
report or chapter that exclusively and fully addresses the issues relevant to the 
controlling provisions. To reduce overlap, cross referencing to other parts of the EIS 
may be used where required. The Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 ( EPBC Act) controlling provisions for this project are: 

• listed threatened species and communities (section 18 and 18A) 

• listed migratory species (sections 20 and 20A). 

1) General information 

Provide a description of the background of the action including: 

i) the title of the action; 

ii) the full name and postal address of the designated proponent; 

iii) a clear outline of the objective of the action; 

iv) the location of the action; 

v) the background to the development of the action; 

vi) how the action relates to any other actions (of which the proponent should 
reasonably be aware) that have been, or are being, taken or that have 
been approved or proposed in the region affected by the action; 

vii) the current status of the action; 

viii) the consequences of not proceeding with the action; 

ix) legislative background for the proposal, including the NES matters 
protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act, and any other requirements and 
approvals needed under the EPBC Act, including s.160 of the Act.  

2) Description of the action 

The Draft EIS must contain enough information about the action and its relevant 
impacts to allow the Minister to make an informed decision whether or not to 
approve under Part 9 of the EPBC Act 

Provide a description of the action, including: 

(for the purposes of each controlling 
provision) the taking of the action. 
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i) all the components of the action; 

ii) the precise location of any works to be undertaken, structures to be built 
or elements of the action that may have relevant impacts, including 
illustrations or maps; 

iii) how the works are to be undertaken and design parameters for those 
aspects of the structures or elements of the action that may have relevant 
impacts; 

iv) to the extent reasonably practicable, any feasible alternatives to the 
action, including: 

a) if relevant, the alternative of taking no action; 

b) a comparative description of the impacts of each alternative on the 
matters protected by the controlling provisions for the action, including 
alternatives to ocean disposal; 

c) sufficient detail to make clear why any alternative is preferred to 
another; 

v) any consultation about the action, including: 

a) any consultation that has already taken place; 

b) proposed consultation about relevant impacts of the action; 

c) if there has been consultation about the proposed action — any 
documented response to, or result of, the consultation; 

d) the company response to any comments during or responses to any 
consultation; 

vi) identification of potentially affected parties, including a discussion of any 
communities that may be affected and a description of their views. 

3) Matters of National Environmental Significance (NES) 

Identify EPBC Act listed threatened species and ecological communities, listed 
migratory species and components of the Commonwealth marine environment 
potentially present on or off-site that are likely to be impacted, directly or 
indirectly, as a consequence of the proposal. For each of these matters of NES, 
the following information must be provided: 

i) information on the distribution, ecology, and habitat preferences of the 
species or community; 

ii) a detailed discussion of known threats; 

iii) information on the conservation value of each habitat type on the site from 
a local and regional perspective, including the percentage representation 
of each habitat type on site in relation to its local and regional extent; 

iv) if a population is present on the site, its size and the importance of that 
population from a local and regional perspective;   
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v) detailed maps showing the location of known records and distribution of 
listed species (including those from databases and all surveys previously 
conducted for the proposal);  

vi) detailed maps showing the known and potential habitat within the 
proposed site. These maps must highlight habitat components important 
for each relevant species, such as breeding habitat, wetlands, vine 
forests, rock outcrops, etc; 

vii) maps showing the potential habitat within the region, including the closest 
potential habitat for the Fitzroy River Turtle within the Fitzroy River 
Catchment;  

viii) maps detailing regional migration pathways; 

ix) information on the survey methodology used, including any limitations of 
the methodology and data collected for each matter of NES, as well as a 
justification for the survey methodology and survey sites employed; 

x) survey methodology must follow all relevant state and Commonwealth 
survey guidelines (e.g. the Survey Guidelines for Australia’s Threatened 
Birds (available on DSEWPaC website)) and demonstrate how this has 
been achieved; 

xi) information on the scientific reliability of survey investigations and 
conclusions, including the degree of certainty or statistical confidence 
where appropriate; 

xii) for all listed threatened, migratory or marine species that are believed not 
likely to be impacted by the action, but for which suitable habitat is present 
and could be impacted by the action, detailed information must be 
included to demonstrate that a likely impact on the species will not occur. 

4) Relevant impacts 

Provide a description of the relevant impacts, including:  

i) a detailed assessment of the nature and extent of the likely long-term and 
short-term relevant impacts, including a summary table detailing the 
amount of habitat impacted for each matter of NES; 

ii) detailed maps overlaying where disturbance will impact habitat for species 
and ecological communities on the proposed site; 

iii) the assessment must detail direct, indirect, cumulative and facilitated 
impacts on each listed species and ecological community; 

iv) an assessment of the groundwater and nearby river interaction, including 
identifying any risk to the Fitzroy River Catchment through ground water 
contamination/alteration; 

v) an assessment of the potential for downstream flow affects and any likely 
impact on the Fitzroy River System, the Fitzroy River Turtle and its 
habitat, including details on the tolerance to contamination and 
disturbance of this species and its habitat; 

vi) a statement whether any relevant impacts are likely to be unknown, 
unpredictable or irreversible; 
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vii) analysis of the significance of the relevant impacts; 

viii) any technical data and other information used or needed to make a 
detailed assessment of the relevant impacts; 

ix) information on the scientific reliability of investigations and conclusions 
drawn, including the degree of certainty or statistical confidence where 
appropriate. This must include any assumptions or limitations of any 
models used to make predictions. 

Indirect impacts refers to impacts which are not a direct result of the project, and 
may include off-site or downstream impacts, such as impacts on migratory 
species from changes to the hydrology of wetlands or estuarine areas located off-
site.  

Facilitated impacts refers to impacts resulting from the actions of third parties that 
are facilitated by proposed action, such as increased shipping or road traffic 
facilitated through the construction of a port or road. 

Cumulative impacts refers to the incremental impacts of the action when 
combined with other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions 
(both related and unrelated). 

5) Proposed safeguards and mitigation measures 

Provide a description of the proposed safeguards and mitigation measures to 
deal with relevant impacts of the action, including: 

i) a description, and an assessment of the expected or predicted 
effectiveness of, the mitigation measures; 

ii) any statutory or policy basis for the mitigation measures; 

iii) the cost of the mitigation measures; 

iv) an outline of an environmental management plan (or plans) that set out 
the framework for continuing management, mitigation and monitoring 
programs for the relevant impacts of the action (both on and off-site), 
including any provisions for independent environmental auditing;  

v) the plan(s) must allow for the collection of baseline environmental data, 
and ongoing monitoring, management and mitigation for the duration of 
the action and subsequent mine rehabilitation, so impacts on matters of 
NES can be adequately measured; 

vi) the plan(s) must also detail how any management strategy or monitoring 
program would influence environmental practices on site, including trigger 
values and response measures where appropriate; 

vii) the name of the agency responsible for endorsing or approving each 
mitigation measure or monitoring program; 

viii) a consolidated list of mitigation measures proposed to be undertaken to 
prevent, minimise or compensate for the relevant impacts of the action, 
including mitigation measures proposed to be taken by State 
governments, local governments or the proponent. 
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ix) a decommissioning and rehabilitation plan, including details on 
revegetation using listed species, reinstating listed ecological communities 
and the ongoing monitoring and assessment of rehabilitation success. 

6) Proposed offset measures 

Where relevant impacts cannot be avoided or managed, provide a description of 
the proposed offset measures, including a proposed strategy to offset any 
impacts of the proposed action on matters of NES. The proposed strategy must: 

i) demonstrate how it will achieve long-term conservation outcomes; 

ii) have regard to the scale and intensity of impact from the development on 
the site;  

iii) contain long-term and certain conservation outcomes; 

iv) consider the approach of the relevant State or Territory.  

7) Other approvals and conditions 

Provide information on any other requirements for approval or conditions that 
apply, or that the proponent reasonably believes are likely to apply, to the 
proposed action. This must include: 

i) details of any local or State government planning scheme, or plan or 
policy under any local or State government planning system that deals 
with the proposed action, including: 

a) what environmental assessment of the proposed action has been, or 
is being, carried out under the scheme, plan or policy;  

b) how the scheme provides for the prevention, minimisation and 
management of any relevant impacts; 

ii) a description of any approval that has been obtained from a State, 
Territory or Commonwealth agency or authority (other than an approval 
under the Act), including any conditions that apply to the action; 

iii) a statement identifying any additional approval that is required; 

iv) a description of the monitoring, enforcement and review procedures that 
apply, or are proposed to apply, to the action. 

8) Environmental record of person proposing to take the action 

Provide details of any proceedings under a Commonwealth, State or Territory law 
for the protection of the environment or the conservation and sustainable use of 
natural resources against: 

i) the person proposing to take the action; 

ii) for an action for which a person has applied for a permit, the person 
making the application. 

If the person proposing to take the action is a corporation, provide details of the 
corporation’s environmental policy and planning framework. 
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9) Information sources 
For information given in a draft EIS, the draft must state: 

i) the source of the information; 

ii) how recent the information is;  

iii) how the reliability of the information was tested;  

iv) what uncertainties (if any) are in the information; 

v) the qualifications and experience of the study team and any specialist 
consultants; 

vi) the parts of the EIS each individual was responsible for, or had input into. 

 
 


