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Tailored Guidelines for the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement  

 
Chevron Australia Pty Ltd – Gorgon Fourth Train Expansion Proposal (EPBC 2011/5942) 
 
These tailored guidelines are based on the standard guidelines at Schedule 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000. 

These guidelines are for the preparation of a draft environmental impact statement regarding 
the relevant impacts of the Gorgon Fourth Train Expansion Proposal referred under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The proponent is 
seeking approval to expand production of the Gorgon Gas Field from 15 million tonnes per 
annum (mtpa) to 20 mtpa as described in the referral received by the Department of 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities (the department) on 
2 May 2011. 

These guidelines set out requirements for the content and presentation of the draft 
environmental impact statement which must be prepared by the proponent, Chevron Australia 
Pty Ltd. 
 
The information required under these guidelines may be provided in an environmental impact 
statement that addresses other requirements under state government regulatory arrangements. 
However the assessment of relevant impacts on matters protected under the EPBC Act must be 
included in a stand-alone report or chapter that fully addresses the issues relevant to the 
controlling provisions. To reduce overlap, cross referencing to other parts of the environmental 
impact statement may be used where required. 
 
Information provided in the draft EIS should be objective, clear and succinct, and where 
appropriate, be supported by maps, plans, diagrams or other descriptive detail. Text must be 
written in a clear and concise style that is easily understood by the general reader. Where 
technical jargon cannot be avoided, it should be clearly explained within the text or else in a 
glossary. 
 
The controlling provisions for the assessment of this project under the EPBC Act are: 

 Sections 15B and 15C (National Heritage place) 

 Sections 18 and 18A (Listed threatened species and communities) 

 Sections 20 and 20A (Listed migratory species) 

 Sections 23 and 24A (Commonwealth Marine environment). 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. An executive summary that outlines the key findings of the environmental impact statement must be 
provided. The executive summary must: 

a. state the background and the need for the proposed action; 

b. discuss alternatives to the proposed action and the reasons for selecting the preferred 

option; 

c. summarise the pre-operational, operational and post-operational activities associated with 

putting the proposed action into practice; 

d. state the proposed schedule for key activities and the expected duration of the proposed 
action; 

e. provide an overview of the existing regional and local environments, summarising the 
features of the physical, biological, social and economic environment relating to the proposed 

action and associated activities; 

f. describe the relevant impacts of the proposed action on the matters protected by the 
controlling provisions for the proposed action; 

g. summarise the environmental protection measures and safeguards, monitoring and 
decommissioning procedures to be implemented for the proposed action; and 

h. provide an outline of the environmental record of Chevron. 

Relevant impacts are the impacts that the action has or will have or is likely to have on each controlling 

provision for the action. 

Likely impacts are impacts that have a real or not remote chance or possibility. 

 

2. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. A description of the background of the proposed action must be provided.  This must include, but is 
not limited to: 

a. the title of the proposed action; 

b. the full name and postal address of the designated proponent; 

c. a clear outline of the objectives of the proposed action including the need for the proposed 

action; 

d. the legislative background of the proposed action, including the matters of national 

environmental significance protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act and any other 
requirements and approvals needed under the EPBC Act; 

e. the location of the proposed action (including maps of the locations of all proposed activities 

and infrastructure); 

f. the background to the development of the proposed action; 

g. how the proposed action relates to any other actions (of which the proponent should 
reasonably be aware) that have been, or are being, taken or that have been approved in the 

region affected by the proposed action; 

h. the current status of the proposed action; 

i. the consequences of not proceeding with the proposed action; and 

j. a description of government planning policies and statutory controls which will influence the 
proposed action. All applicable jurisdictions and areas of responsible authorities within the 

area must be listed and shown on maps at appropriate scales. 
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3. CONSULTATION 

1. The environmental impact statement must provide details of any consultation about the proposed 

action, including but not limited to: 

a. consultation that has already taken place; 

b. if there has been consultation about the proposed action — any documented response to, or 

result of, the consultation;  

c. any further proposed consultation about relevant impacts of the proposed action; and 

d. identification of affected parties, including a statement mentioning any communities that may 
be affected and a description of their views. 

 

4. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION 

1. The environmental impact statement must describe, to the extent reasonably practicable, any 
prudent and feasible alternatives to the proposed action, including: 

a. if relevant, the alternative of taking no action; 

b. a comparative description of the adverse and beneficial relevant impacts of each alternative 

on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the proposed action; and 

c. sufficient detail to make clear why any alternative is preferred to another. 

2. Short, medium and long-term advantages and disadvantages of the options must be discussed. 

 

5. DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION 

1. The environmental impact statement must provide a description of aspects of the proposed action 

that may have relevant impacts on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the 
proposed action, including: 

a. all components of the proposed action, including but not limited to: 

i. site selection;  

ii. site preparation (including any action that may result in the modification of the 

natural surface of the sea-bed); 

iii. development options; 

iv. construction; 

v. commissioning; 

vi. operation; and 

vii. decommissioning. 

b. the location of any works to be undertaken, structures to be built or elements of the 

proposed action, including illustrations and maps.  Where relevant this must include, but is 
not limited to, the location of: 

i. production wells and any water or gas disposal wells; 

  

ii. sub-sea well-head completions and sub-sea pipelines; 

iii. processing platforms and facilities; 

iv. sub-sea gathering systems; 

v. any facility for vessel based supply of offshore facilities, and offloading facilities; and 
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vi. any other infrastructure associated with the proposed action, including terrestrial 
infrastructure. 

c. how the works are to be undertaken and design parameters for those aspects of the 
structures or elements of the proposed action relevant to a consideration of relevant impacts 

on the controlling provisions, including but not limited to: 

i. an explanation of the anticipated timetable for construction, commissioning, 
operation and decommissioning; 

ii. details of construction, commissioning, operational and decommissioning equipment 
to be used; and 

iii. details of the operations of the proposed action throughout its lifespan. 

d. as far as predictable, proposals for waste reduction, treatment, reuse and disposal;  

e. information on potentially hazardous materials to be used throughout the proposal life, 

including methods of transport, storage and disposal; and 

f. the number and source of staff and training for staff involved for all phases of the proposed 

action. 

 

6. DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

6.1 LISTED SPECIES, COMMUNITIES AND NATIONAL HERITAGE 

1. The environmental impact statement must identify all threatened species, ecological communities, 

migratory species, and National Heritage places listed under the EPBC Act that are likely to be 

impacted by the proposed action, including those likely to be impacted in the event of a  hydrocarbon 
spill (such as those listed species occurring within the range of hydrocarbon spill modelling). For each 

of the matters identified, the following information must be provided as a minimum: 

a. information on the abundance, distribution, ecology, and habitat preferences of listed species 

and communities;  

b. information on the conservation value of each habitat type from a local and regional 

perspective, including the percentage representation of each habitat type on site in relation 

to its local and regional extent; 

c. if a population of a listed species is present on the site, its size and the importance of that 

population from a local and regional perspective; 

d. discussion of known existing threats to the species, whether or not attributable to the 

proposed action, with reference to relevant impacts from the proposed action (including 

taking into consideration any relevant guidelines, policies, plans and statutory provisions); 

e. details of the geology and geomorphology of the area; 

f. baseline information and maps identifying at both the site and regional levels: 

i. known occurrences of the protected matters; 

ii. potential habitat for species or communities (differentiating where relevant on the 
basis of use e.g. breeding habitat, migration pathways, feeding habitat); and 

 

iii. regional migration pathways for species or communities. 

g. for all listed threatened, migratory or marine species, including but not limited to those listed 
in Attachment 1, that are believed not likely to be impacted by the proposed action, but for 

which suitable habitat is present and could be impacted by the proposed action, detailed 

information must be included to demonstrate that a relevant impact on the species will not 
occur. 
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2. Consideration of each species, community or site must have regard to any policy documents 
prepared, endorsed or otherwise made publicly available by the Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and Communities in relation to it. 

 

6.2 COMMONWEALTH MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

1. The environmental impact statement must describe the following elements of the marine 
environment: 

a. climate and atmospheric characteristics (e.g. air quality, seasonal temperatures, humidity, 

wind, evaporation and rainfall); 

b. oceanographic conditions, especially those which may have a bearing on the proposed 

action. Information on seasonal variation, waves, tides, currents, water salinity, clarity, 
temperature and depths must be included as a minimum. Discuss frequency and severity of 

extreme weather conditions, such as storms and cyclones, for the 2, 10 and 100 year 

conditions; 

c. bathymetric and geotechnical information, including within any proposed flowline routes, and 

any other affected areas. Discuss the geomorphic and topographic features and seismic 
stability of these areas; and 

d. known flora and fauna, including baseline information and maps on communities and 
individual species types, and where known, population genetics and stock structure, in the 

immediate and surrounding areas that may be subject to relevant impacts, as determined by 

literature search and survey and sampling programs if required. 

2. The environmental impact statement must provide an evaluation of the flora and fauna communities 

identified with reference to:  

a. habitat values in a local, regional and national context;  

b. presence of endemic species;  

c. local and regional representation;  

d. conservation and biodiversity values;  

e. economic and cultural values of species;  

f. migratory species; and  

g. unique habitats.  

3. The likely presence of any unique, rare, threatened, endangered or vulnerable flora and fauna 
species and communities or listed migratory species, as well as whales and other cetaceans in the 

marine environment relevant to the proposed action, including the marine environment that may be 
impacted in the event of a hydrocarbon spill, should be discussed.  This should include an evaluation 

of the significance of their occurrence (including conservation status, distribution, population viability 
and habitat requirements).   

4. A broader description of the biodiversity and biogeography of the receiving environment must be 

included. Sensitive environments must be identified along with key ecological relationships and  

 

interdependencies (e.g. coral spawning, fish spawning aggregations, flora and fauna relationships 
etc). 

5. The extent of existing disturbance to flora and fauna, and the incidence of introduced pest species 

must be discussed.  

6. A description of the heritage values of any National or World Heritage place, including the Ningaloo 

National Heritage place and Ningaloo World Heritage place, must be included. 

7. Any existing or proposed reserves in, or neighbouring, the proposed action or within proximity to the 

area that is likely to be impacted in the event of a hydrocarbon spill and their status must be 
identified. This must include the reserve characteristics, status, IUCN category, and values and 

relevant management strategies.  
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7. IMPACTS ON MATTERS OF NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE 

1. The environmental impact statement must provide a description of the relevant impacts of the 

proposed action on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the proposed action, 
including but not limited to relevant impacts: 

a. on species arising from vegetation and habitat clearance or degradation; 

b. as a result of construction, increased noise and vibration (including acoustic volume, noise 

frequency and noise propagation) and site excavation; 

c. from operational light emissions, including light spill modelling; 

d. from drill cuttings, including drill cutting modelling where there is a relevant impact on a 

controlling provision; 

e. from other solid, liquid and gaseous waste produced during the construction, commissioning,  

operation and decommissioning phases; 

f. arising from the introduction and/or spread of exotic and invasive pest species;  

g. as a result of increased vessel and vehicle movement and increased noise during 

construction, operation and decommissioning;  

h. arising from the timing of construction works, for e.g. on species during migratory and 

breeding seasons; and 

i. on the Ningaloo National Heritage Place. 

2. The environmental impact statement must include an analysis of the likelihood of a range of spill 

scenarios, including but not limited to a well blowout/uncontrolled leak occurring from the proposed 
wells at both subsea and sea level, and spills/leaks from infrastructure and/or equipment (such as 

pipeline rupture). The analysis must consider: 

a. the complexity of the drilling proposal, including water depth, duration and number of wells; 

b. the level of understanding of the geophysical and geochemical properties over the drilled 

depth;  

c. prevention measures; and 

d. the historical context (i.e. the frequencies of blowouts and well control incidents for 
operations in similar offshore environments).  

3. The environmental impact assessment must include hydrocarbon spill trajectory modelling for a 

range of spill scenarios, including a ‘worst case’ scenario spill. The modelling must: 

a. model a subsea and sea level blowout, if appropriate, of at least 11 weeks duration; 

b. address all times of the year for which approval is sought; 

 

c. provide a description of,  and justify the modelling of, the hydrocarbon type, including 
toxicity, weathering characteristics and release volume; and 

d. model any other more likely scenarios such as spills or leaks from infrastructure or 

equipment. 

4. The environmental impact assessment must include a description of the relevant impacts and 

consequences for all protected matters likely to be impacted, should a blowout or other spill occur. 
The description of relevant impacts must: 

a. be specific to the characteristics of the hydrocarbons released, including toxicity and 

weathering characteristics and be specific to the modelling results; 

b. address both physical and toxicity impacts; 

c. address impacts on habitats for listed species; and 

d. address impacts on heritage places and the Commonwealth Marine Area. 
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5. The environmental impact assessment must provide response measures that would be undertaken in 
the event of a blowout from the proposed wells or other leaks/spills. The response measures must: 

a. include a description of Chevron’s preparedness for an incident, particularly the capability of 
implementing a ‘first strike’ response; that is, the response within the first 24 to 48 hours of 

an incident, before other resources can be accessed and mobilised, including under the 

National Plan; 

b. detail the availability of equipment and mobilisation time; 

c. address prioritisation of sensitive environments and habitats for protected matters and focus 
on minimising relevant impacts; and 

d. articulate methods by which the identified sensitive environments will be protected or 

relevant impacts minimised. 

6. Specifically relating to the Commonwealth marine environment, the environmental impact statement 

must provide a description of the relevant impacts of the proposed action: 

a. on the functioning of the marine environment taking into consideration the ‘whole of 

environment’ including consideration of other users of the Commonwealth marine area; 

b. regarding the incidence of extreme environmental events whether or not attributable to the 

proposed action (such as cyclones etc) and any related safety response that may impact on 

the environment; 

c. to the sea floor through anchoring and direct placement, sediment disturbance, as well as 

relevant impacts of removal. The zone of likely seabed disturbance must be identified; 

d. to fauna and flora species (composition and population densities), considering changes to 

overall communities, community types, propagation of species and potential barriers;  

e. to macrobenthic species, fish and larger marine fauna species (composition and population 
densities), including changes to communities, breeding success, habitat, potential barriers or 

disturbances to migration or migratory patterns and other wildlife movements; 

f. on rare, threatened, or otherwise valuable flora and fauna, communities (including 

threatened species and communities, listed marine species including whales and other 
cetaceans and listed migratory species) and habitat, conservation areas and protected areas; 

g. from solid, liquid and gaseous waste produced during the construction, commissioning,  

operation and decommissioning phases, including; 

i. volumes of all  solid, liquid and gaseous waste projected to be produced including 

produced formation water and atmospheric emissions of pollutants, such as oxides of 
nitrogen, sulphur dioxide and volatile organic compounds throughout the life cycle of  

 

the proposed action. The proponent must quantify all projected emissions 
throughout the life cycle of the proposed action. All emissions sources (combustion, 

process, fugitive etc) must be discussed; and 

ii. atmospheric emissions modelling and a greenhouse gas emissions assessment 

including but not limited to: 

a) data on maximum annual emissions of the six greenhouse gases listed in the 

Kyoto Protocol (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, 

perfluorocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride) throughout the lifecycle of the 
project, from construction and operation to decommissioning.  The inventory 

must include: 

i. an estimate of emissions on a gas by gas basis and by source, 

including whether the source is within, or external to, the 

Commonwealth marine environment; 

ii. a summary table of emissions on a gas by gas basis; 

iii. a summary table listing emissions on a carbon dioxide equivalent 
basis; and 
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iv. a summary of gross emissions, emission reduction due to both 
offsets and mitigation, and net emissions; 

b) cumulative emissions as far as is practicable (with regards to known potential 
future expansions or developments by Chevron and other proponents in the 

vicinity of the development); 

c) the methodology used in making the estimates and a justification for using that 
methodology; 

d) the estimated greenhouse gas emissions from the proposal in a national and 
global context (both as a result of the entire project, and from emissions emitted 

within the Commonwealth marine environment); 

e) a description of methods by which greenhouse gas emissions could be mitigated; 

f) information on the range of offsets that may be pursued for emissions to be 

emitted directly to the Commonwealth marine environment; and 

g) a program which includes ongoing monitoring, investigation, review and 

reporting of greenhouse gas emissions and abatement measures. 

h. relating to potential socio-economic and cultural impacts, including a description and 

discussion of relevant impacts (both positive and negative): 

i. caused by any short, medium and long-term changes, interruption, alteration or 
curtailment of activities and uses of the area due to the proposed action, including 

changes to uses or users; 

ii. on sites of historical or cultural significance, including places entered in the 

Commonwealth Heritage List or Register of the National Estate and other significant 

sites and unknown or unsurveyed sites; 

iii. on existing industry and commerce affected by the proposed action; 

iv. to employees in terms of workplace health and safety; 

v. on shipping and any potential traffic hazards;  

vi. on visual and aesthetic values, impacts to tourism and access for conservation 
purposes; and 

vii. to historic shipwrecks in the area, including relevant impacts on, as yet, unknown 

shipwrecks or those in unsurveyed areas. 

i. on places with known heritage, social or cultural values, such that they have been recognised 

with listing or recording under relevant State or Commonwealth legislation or are nominated 
to be listed under such legislation; and 

j. on water clarity, salinity and temperature with specific reference to stratification of the water 

column. 

7. The environmental impact statement must include: 

a. A detailed assessment of the nature and extent of the relevant long-term and short-term  
impacts on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the proposed action, 

including a summary table detailing the extent of impact for each controlling provision; 

b. a statement whether any relevant impacts are likely to be unknown, unpredictable or 

irreversible; 

c. information on the scientific reliability of investigations and conclusions drawn, including the 
degree of certainty or statistical confidence where appropriate. This must include any 

assumptions or limitations of any models used to make predictions and the qualifications of 
any experts consulted;  

d. information on the survey methodology used, including any limitations of the methodology 

and data collected for each protected matter, as well as a justification for the survey 
methodology and survey sites employed; 
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e. evidence to demonstrate that survey methodology follows all relevant state and 
Commonwealth survey guidelines (e.g. the Survey Guidelines for Australia’s Threatened 

Birds, DSEWPaC) and how this has been achieved; and 

f. any technical data, any sources of authority, and other information used or needed to make 

an assessment of the relevant impacts. Reliability of forecasts and predictions, confidence 

limits and margins of error must be indicated as appropriate. References included must 
clearly state whether peer review has taken place or not. 

8. Consideration of relevant impacts must encompass direct, indirect, cumulative and facilitated 
impacts. 

Indirect impacts include impacts which are not a direct result of the proposed action, and may include 

off-site or downstream impacts, such as impacts on migratory species from changes to the hydrology of 

estuarine areas located off-site. 

Facilitated impacts include impacts resulting from the actions of third parties that are facilitated by the 

proposed action, such as increased shipping or road traffic facilitated through the construction of a port 

or expansion of a facility. 

Cumulative impacts include the incremental impacts of the proposed action when combined with other 

past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions (both related and unrelated), such as cumulative 

impacts associated with clearing and habitat modification for past and future foreseeable development on 

Barrow Island. 

 

8. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL MATTERS 

1. In deciding whether or not to approve the proposed action, the minister must consider economic and 

social matters. The draft environmental impact statement must include, but is not limited to: 

a. a description of employment opportunities expected to be generated by the proposed action 

(including construction and operational phases); 

 

b. a description of the projected economic value of the proposed action at the regional, state 

and national levels; and 

c. a description of the economic and social impacts of any proposed construction camps. 

 

9. ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

1. The overall environmental management philosophy to be applied to the areas impacted by the 

proposed action must be explained.  An outline of the proposed environmental management system 

must be contained in the environmental impact statement. It must include summary details of audit 
protocols and reporting procedures.  

2. Reference must be made within the outline of the environmental management system to 
consultation, relevant legislation, standards adopted, safeguards planned, management practices, 

monitoring programs and emergency contingency plans, including the management of facilities in the 
event of cyclones and other severe weather events. 

 

10. SAFEGUARDS, MITIGATION MEASURES AND MONITORING 

1. The environmental impact statement must provide a description of the proposed safeguards and 

mitigation measures to address relevant impacts of the proposed action, including but not limited to: 

a. a description of the proposed measures; 

b. an assessment of the expected or predicted effectiveness of the proposed measures; 

c. any statutory or policy basis for the proposed measures; 
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d. the cost of the proposed measures; 

e. an outline of any environmental mitigation measures, monitoring programs or management 

plans for the relevant impacts of the action, including any provisions for independent 
environmental auditing; 

f. a consolidated list of measures proposed to be undertaken to prevent, minimise or 

compensate for the relevant  impacts of the proposed action, including mitigation measures 
proposed to be taken by state governments, local governments or the proponent; 

g. a description, and an assessment of the expected or predicted effectiveness of the mitigation 
measure, monitoring program or management plan; and 

h. the name of the agencies responsible for endorsing or approving each monitoring program or 

management plan that will be submitted to meet regulatory requirements.  

2. At a minimum environmental management plans must include estimates of relevant impacts from the 

proposed action (such as habitat clearance, including estimates for individual listed species and 
ecological communities), and include appropriate measures to avoid or minimise impacts on the 

matters protected by the controlling provisions for the proposed action. Methodology of estimates 
must be explained and justified   

3. Environmental management plans must allow for the collection of baseline environmental data, and 

ongoing monitoring, management and mitigation for the duration of the proposed action and 
subsequent rehabilitation, so impacts on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the 

proposed action can be adequately measured. It must be demonstrated that the proposed methods 
for baseline measurements and subsequent monitoring are scientifically and statistically sound.  

4. Details of requirements for the preparation of environmental management plans under other relevant 

legislation must be provided.  In an effort to minimise duplication, areas of consistency between 
separate requirements must also be identified. 

 

5. The proponent must, in addition to outlining proposed monitoring programs, clearly identify what is 

to be monitored and why. Monitoring programs must be designed to provide objective evidence 
regarding activities associated with the proposed action and whether these activities are adversely 

impacting on the environment in the short, medium and long term. 

6. Monitoring programs must at a minimum demonstrate consideration of: 

a. the effectiveness of mitigation measures (including any rehabilitation measures); 

b. relevant impacts on the controlling provisions as a result of management and operation of 
facilities; 

c. the difference between predicted and actual impacts; 

d. methods for identification of non-predicted impacts and appropriate reporting and remedial 
measures; 

e. application and effectiveness of emergency and contingency plans;  

f. review of consultation and management arrangements with regulatory authorities, 

commercial users, indigenous and traditional users and the wider community; and 

g. identification of any negative impacts upon the effectiveness of community infrastructure and 

services. 

 

11. PROPOSED OFFSET MEASURES 

1. Where relevant impacts on the matters protected by the controlling provisions for the proposed 

action cannot be avoided or mitigated, the draft environmental impact statement must provide a 
description of any strategies proposed to offset (compensate for) those impacts. The proposed 

strategies must have regard to any relevant publicly available guidance issued by the department in 
relation to offsets, and in particular must: 

a. demonstrate how it will achieve long-term conservation outcomes; 
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b. reflect the scale and intensity of impacts from the proposed action on the site; 

c. consider the consequences of unavoidable impacts on individual matters protected by the 

controlling provisions for the proposed action in the context of their conservation status; and 

d. consider approaches to offsets by the State. 

 

12. OTHER APPROVALS AND CONDITIONS 

1. The environmental impact statement must provide information on other requirements for approval or 

conditions that apply, or that the proponent reasonably believes are likely to apply, where relevant to 

the controlling provisions for the proposed action. This must include: 

a. details of any local or state government planning scheme, or plan or policy under any local or 

State government planning system that deals with the proposed action, including: 

i. what environmental assessment of the proposed action has been, or is being, carried 

out under the scheme, plan or policy; and 

ii. how the scheme provides for the prevention, minimisation and management of any 
relevant impacts. 

b. a description of any approval that has been obtained from a State, Territory or 
Commonwealth agency or authority (other than an approval under the EPBC Act), including 

any conditions that apply to the proposed action; 

 

c. a statement identifying any additional approval that is required; and 

d. a description of the monitoring, enforcement and review procedures that apply, or are 
proposed to apply, to the proposed action. 

 

13. ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD  

1. The draft environmental impact statement must provide: 

a. details of any proceedings under a Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection 
of the environment or the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources against the 

person proposing to take the action; 

b. details of the corporation’s environmental policy and planning framework; and 

c. details of any non compliance with Commonwealth environmental requirements. 

 

14. CONCLUSION 

1. An overall conclusion on the environmental acceptability of the proposed action must be provided, 

including discussion on compliance with the objectives and requirements of the EPBC Act including 
the principles of ecological sustainable development. Reasons justifying undertaking the proposed 

action in the manner proposed must be outlined. The conclusion must summarise measures proposed 

or required by way of mitigating or offsetting any unavoidable impacts on the matters protected by 
the controlling provisions for the proposed action.  

 

15. INFORMATION SOURCES 

1. With respect to any information it contains, the environmental impact statement must state: 

a. the source of the information; 

b. how recent the information is; 

c. how the reliability of the information was tested (specifically whether the information has 

been peer reviewed); 
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d. what uncertainties (if any) are in the information; 

e. the qualifications and experience of the study team and any specialist consultants; and 

f. the names of the subject matter experts involved in the development of the environmental 
impact statement and their areas of expertise. 

2. Any further or ongoing consultations or studies must be outlined in the environmental impact 

statement. 

  

16. REFERENCE LIST AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. The environmental impact statement must include a reference list and bibliography that is accurate 
and concise and include the address of any internet pages used as data sources. 

 

17. APPENDICES AND GLOSSARY 

1. Detailed technical information studies or investigations necessary to support the main text of the 

environmental impact statement, but not suitable for inclusion in the main text, must be included as  
appendices to the environmental impact statement (e.g. detailed technical or statistical information, 

maps, risk assessment, baseline data, supplementary reports).  A glossary defining technical terms 

and abbreviations used in the text must be included to assist the general reader. 
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ATTACHMENT 1: SPECIES LIST 
 

Species EPBC Status 

Flatback turtle, Natator depressus Vulnerable, Migratory 

Green turtle, Chelonia mydas Vulnerable, Migratory 

Hawksbill turtle, Eretmochelys imbricata Vulnerable, Migratory 

Loggerhead turtle, Caretta caretta Endangered, Migratory 

Leatherback turtle, Dermochelys coriacea Endangered, Migratory 

Short-nosed seasnake, Aipysurus apraefrontalis Critically Endangered 

Whale shark, Rhincodon typus Vulnerable, Migratory 

Dwarf sawfish, Pristis clavata Vulnerable 

Humpback whale, Megaptera novaengliae Vulnerable, Migratory 

Blue whale, Balaenoptera musculus Endangered, Migratory 

Bryde’s whale, Balaenoptera edeni Migratory 

Sperm whale, Physeter macrocephalus Migratory 

Dugong, Dugong dugon Migratory 

Australian snubfin dolphin, Orcaella heinsohni Migratory 

Indo-pacific humpback dolphin, Sousa chinensis Migratory 

Blind gudgeon, Milyeringa veritas Vulnerable 

Burrowing bettong, Bettongia lesueur unnamed subsp. Vulnerable 

Golden bandicoot, Isoodon auratus barrowensis Vulnerable 

Spectacled hare-wallaby, Lagorchestes conspicillatus conspicillatus Vulnerable 

Barrow Island euro, Macropus robustus isabellinus Vulnerable 

White-winged fairy wren, Malurus leucopterus edouardi Vulnerable 

Black-flanked rock-wallaby, Petrogale lateralis lateralis Vulnerable 

 

 


