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A INTRODUCTION 
 

1 Purpose 
This document provides draft guidelines (terms of reference) for the drafting of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Moorebank Intermodal Terminal 
Project, in the City of Liverpool, Sydney, NSW.  The contents of this document are based on 
the formal requirements set out in Section 102 of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and Schedule 4 of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000 (EPBC Regulations). 
 
In preparing the EIS the proponent should bear in mind the following aims of the EIS and 
public review process: 

• to provide a source of information from which interested individuals and groups may gain 
an understanding of the proposal, the need for the proposal, the alternatives, the impacts 
that may occur and the measures that are proposed to be taken to minimise these impacts; 

• to provide a forum for public consultation and informed comment on the proposal; and 
• to ensure that the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 

Communities (Environment Minister) has enough information about the proposal, and its 
relevant impacts, to make an informed decision about whether or not to approve the 
proposal under Part 9 of the EPBC Act. 

 
1.1 Background 

The EPBC Act referral of the proposed action states that it involves the development of 
approximately 220 hectares of Commonwealth owned land, currently occupied by the 
Department of Defence, for the construction and operation of the Moorebank Intermodal 
Terminal (IMT) and associated commercial infrastructure; a rail spur connecting the site to 
the planned Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL) currently under construction; one or more 
road entry points from Moorebank Avenue; and potentially the sale or long term lease of 
Commonwealth land to a non-Commonwealth entity (subject to future Australian 
Government consideration).  
 
The proposed action is located within the suburb of Moorebank within the City of Liverpool 
Local Government Area (LGA).   
 
The EPBC Act referral identifies a number of Australian Government and NSW Government 
policy documents that outline the need for significant upgrades to facilitate the increased 
freight movements from Port Botany. These include the Australian Government’s Nation 
Building Program and the NSW Government’s NSW State Plan, Metropolitan Transport 
Plan, Sydney Metropolitan Strategy.  
 
1.2 Approval requirements 

The proposed Moorebank Intermodal Terminal Project requires environmental assessment 
and approval under the EPBC Act before it can proceed.  
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On 22 August 2011, the Department Finance and Deregulation referred the proposed action to 
the Environment Minister for consideration under the EPBC Act.  On 20 September 2011, a 
delegate of the Minister determined that approval is required as the proposed action has the 
potential to have a significant impact on the environment and listed threatened species and 
ecological communities. The relevant controlling provisions under the EPBC Act are: 

• Commonwealth action (section 28); and 
• Listed threatened species and ecological communities (sections 18 and 18A). 
 
The delegate of the Minister has directed that the proposed activity will be assessed by a 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process. The purpose of the EIS is to identify and 
assess environmental issues associated with the construction and operation of the proposed 
freight handling facility.  
 
The action is being undertaken by the Department Finance and Deregulation and is primarily 
located on Commonwealth land. Impacts on Commonwealth land are not subject to state or 
local government approval requirements. Any part of the development not situated on 
Commonwealth land is likely to be subject to state or local government approval 
requirements in the future. 
 

2 EIS process  
The first step of an assessment by EIS involves the Minister for the Environment providing 
the proponent with guidelines for the preparation of a draft EIS. If undertaking to provide 
tailored guidelines, in accordance with the EPBC Act and EPBC Regulations, the Minister 
may invite anyone to comment on draft EIS guidelines. The process of seeking comments on 
draft guidelines may include providing the public with an opportunity to comment.  
 
Following the receipt of all comments the EIS guidelines will be finalised and provided to the 
proponent. The proponent will prepare a draft EIS report consistent with the guidelines.  An 
invitation for anyone to give the proponent comments relating to the draft EIS, within the 
period specified, will then be published.  
 
At the end of the specified period, the proponent must give the Minister a copy, and 
summary, of the comments received.  The proponent must also finalise the draft EIS, taking 
into account the comments received during the specified period, and give the finalised EIS to 
the Minister.  The finalised EIS may be in the form of a revised version of the draft EIS or in 
the form of the draft EIS and a supplement report to the draft EIS.  
 
 After the Minister has received the finalised EIS the proponent must publish it in accordance 
with the EPBC Regulations.  Then the Department of the Sustainability, Environment, Water, 
Population and Communities will prepare and provide a recommendation report to the 
Environment Minister.  Following receipt of the recommendation report the Minister will, in 
accordance with Part 9, Division 1 of the EPBC Act, determine whether to approve the 
proposal or not, and decide what conditions (if any) are required. 
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The EIS will address the likely impacts of the proposal on the environment as a whole as well 
as listed threatened species.  The ‘environment’ is defined under section 528 of the EPBC Act 
to include: 

(a) ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities; and 
(b) natural and physical resources; and 
(c) the qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas; and 
(d) heritage values of places; and 
(e) the social, economic and cultural aspects of a thing mentioned in paragraph (a),     
(b), (c) or (d). 
Note: Assessments only apply to those aspects of the environment on which a significant impact is 
likely. 

 
It is the responsibility of the proponent preparing the EIS to identify and address, as fully as 
possible, the matters relevant to the specific proposal in complying with the statutory 
requirements for EIS preparation. 
 

3 General content, format and style 
The EIS must be a stand-alone document.  It must contain sufficient information about any 
relevant studies or investigations to avoid the need to search out previous or supplementary 
reports.  
 
The EIS must enable interested stakeholders and the assessing agency to understand the 
consequences of the proposed action.  Information provided in the EIS must be objective, 
clear, succinct and, where appropriate, be supported by maps, plans, diagrams or other 
descriptive detail.  The body of the EIS is to be written in a clear and concise style that is 
easily understood by the general reader.  Technical jargon should be avoided wherever 
possible.  Cross-referencing should be used to avoid the unnecessary duplication of text. 
 
Detailed technical information, studies or investigations necessary to support the main body 
of text must be included as appendices to the EIS.  Any additional supporting documentation 
and studies, reports or literature not normally available to the public, from which information 
has been extracted, must be made available at appropriate locations during the period of 
public display of the EIS. 
 
The sources of the information provided in the EIS must be provided, including detail on how 
recent the information is, how the reliability of the information was tested, and the 
uncertainties (if any) in the information must all be stated.  
 
If it is necessary to make use of material that is considered to be of a confidential nature the 
proponent may request that such information remain confidential (to be seen only by the 
government agency assessing information for approval under legislation) and not be included 
in any publicly available document.  
 
The EIS must state the criteria adopted in assessing the relevant aspects of the proposal and 
its impacts - such as compliance with relevant legislation, policies and standards; community 
acceptance; and the maximisation of benefits and minimisation of risks. 
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The level of analysis and detail in the EIS should reflect the level of significance attached to 
the expected potential impacts.  Priority should be given to major issues associated with the 
proposal and matters of lesser concern should be dealt with only to the extent required to 
demonstrate that they have been considered.  Any and all unknown variables or assumptions 
made in the assessment must be clearly stated and discussed.  The extent to which the 
limitations, if any, of available information may influence the conclusions of the assessment 
must also be discussed. 
 
The EIS must be written so that any conclusions reached can be independently assessed.  To 
this end all sources must be appropriately referenced using the Harvard standard. 

The main text of the EIS must include a list of abbreviations, a glossary of terms and 
appendices containing:  

• a copy of these guidelines;  
• a list of persons and agencies consulted during the preparation of the EIS;  
• contact details for the referral agency; and 
• the names of, and work done by, the persons involved in preparing the EIS.  
 
Maps, diagrams and other illustrative material must be included in the EIS.  The EIS must be 
produced on A4 size paper capable of being photocopied, with maps and diagrams of A4 or 
A3 size.  The EIS must also be made available on a CD-ROM and via the internet. 
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B CONTENTS OF THE EIS 
A detailed table of contents will be necessary showing all headings. 
 

4 Executive Summary 
Include in the Executive Summary a brief outline of each Chapter within the EIS via text and 
dot point.  It is recommended that the Executive Summary is written as a stand-alone 
document, able to be reproduced on request for interested parties who may not wish to read 
the EIS as a whole. 
 
The summary must be a concise outline of the matters discussed in the main body of the 
document, to allow the reader to quickly obtain a clear understanding of the proposal, its 
environmental implications and management objectives.  The summary must include: 
• the title of the proposal; 
• the name and address of the proponent and the person taking the action; 
• a brief description of the background to and need for the proposal (including a discussion 

on alternatives and reasons for selecting the preferred option); 
• a brief description of the proposal including areas to be impacted both on and off 

Commonwealth land (location, context in the region and existing environment); 
• a description of the principal environmental impacts (both adverse and beneficial); 
• a statement of the environmental management principles, mitigation, monitoring 

procedures and offsets proposed; 
• a brief summary of the legal framework under which the project is being assessed; and 
• an outline of project timings. 

 

5 Introduction 
Introduce the main body of the EIS with: 
• an overview of the project describing its components on and off Commonwealth land; 
• a clear definition of the objectives of the proposal and its context in relation to 

Government strategies; 
• an explanation of the scope and legislative basis for the EIS; 
• a description of the studies/surveys/consultations that have been conducted in developing 

the proposal and preparing the EIS (results of studies and detailed comments resulting 
from the consultation process must be included as appendices); 

• a summary of priority environmental and management issues; 
• responsibilities for preparing the EIS; and 
• a brief explanation of the structure of the document. 

 

6 Location and tenure 
Provide maps at suitable scales showing the location of the proposed site, and in particular: 

• the location and boundaries of land tenures;  
• areas of conservation, biodiversity and heritage value in any locality that may be impacted 

by the proposal; and 
• the location of existing dwellings and the zoning of all affected lands according to any 

existing or future land use or strategic plan. 
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Consideration should be given to providing rectified air photo enlargements to illustrate land, 
water, natural and built features of the area. 
 
The EIS must also outline the tenure history of the site, whether there have been any native 
title extinguishing events, and the potential for native title to continue to exist. 

7 Description of the proposal 
Provide a detailed description of the project including (but not limited to): 
• location, site description and planning context (including previous, existing, future 

and surrounding land uses and operations); and 
• project components, operations and design elements (including site layout, land 

uses, site-specific built form controls and staging). 
• Any planned staging of proposal including timing of construction and operation of the 

relevant components of the facility.  
 

8 Project justification and need 
Address the specific objectives and justification for the proposal. Details of how the proposed 
action is consistent with the objectives of the EPBC Act and principles of ecologically 
sustainable development defined in Section 3A of the Act (refer Attachment 1).  
Consideration should focus on The National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable 
Development, published by the Commonwealth Government in December 1992.  Each 
principle should be discussed and conclusions drawn as to how the proposal conforms.  A life-
of-project perspective must be shown.   
 
Provide a strategic and project justification describing the strategic need, justification and 
objectives for the project, including: 
• the suitability of the site taking into consideration the objects of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979; 
• alternatives considered to the preferred project (including site layouts) and impacts arising 

from the relocation of current uses; 
•  the need for and the objectives of the project, taking into consideration container trade 

numbers (import and export) at the international, national and state levels; 
• future trends in container origin/destination in Sydney; intermodal capacity and demand; 

and identification of the terminal’s freight catchment area and freight split; 
• its relationship to and interaction with adjoining development, including the proposed 

intermodal on the SIMTA site and the investigations being undertaken by the proponent; 
and 

• its consistency with the aims and objectives of relevant State policies and plans including 
the NSW State Plan, Metropolitan Transport Plan, State Infrastructure Strategy, 
Metropolitan Plan, Draft Subregional Strategy for the South West Subregion, Railing Port 
Botany’s Containers, Action for Air, the Commonwealth’s draft National Ports Strategy 
and National Freight Strategy, and project objectives. 
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9 Environmental values and management of impacts  
9.1 General requirements 

9.1.1 Function of section 

The function of this section of the EIS is to provide: 

• Descriptions of the existing environmental values, including social, historical, cultural 
and recreational values, of the site which may be affected by the proposal.  The existing 
condition of those values will serve as a baseline against which impacts and management 
of the proposal and alternatives can be assessed; 

• A description of the location and size of populations of listed threatened species located 
on or near the site; 

• Descriptions of the existing and proposed urban activities and land uses within areas that 
may be affected by the proposal; 

• Quantitative descriptions of the likely impacts on environmental values of the area from 
all phases of the proposal at the local and regional levels as appropriate.  This must 
include an assessment of the degree of uncertainty in relation to each impact including 
statements of whether any impacts are likely to be unknown, unpredictable or irreversible; 

• The cumulative impacts of the proposal must be considered over time or in combination 
with the impacts of other relevant existing, approved or proposed activities in the 
dimensions of scale, intensity, duration or frequency of the impacts.  The proposed 
actions consistency with the requirements or recommendations of relevant State planning 
policies, guidelines or standards, environmental protection policies, national 
environmental protection measures and integrated catchment management plans should 
be examined; 

• Cumulative impacts on the environmental values of land, air and water and cumulative 
impacts on public health must be discussed in the relevant sections.  This assessment may 
include air and water sheds affected by the proposal  

• Environmental protection objectives to be achieved and the standards and measurable 
indicators that will be used.  These qualitative and quantitative environmental protection 
objectives should enhance or protect each environmental value; 

• Monitoring programs detailing the monitoring parameters, monitoring points, frequency, 
data interpretation and reporting proposals; and 

• Management strategies to be used to ensure the environmental protection objectives are 
achieved and control strategies implemented e.g. continuous improvement framework 
including details of corrective action options, reporting (including any public reporting), 
monitoring, staff training, management responsibility pathway, and any environmental 
management systems and how they are relevant to each element of the environment. 

9.1.2 Mitigation measures and Offsets 

Where mitigation measures or offsets are proposed to address an identified impact, include: 

• a description and an assessment of the expected or predicted effectiveness of the 
mitigation measures, including the timing of measures; 

• a description of management actions and offsets, if necessary, for relevant impacts on the 
environment and listed threatened species; 
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• a description of management procedures setting out the framework for continuing 
management, mitigation and monitoring programs for the relevant impacts of the action, 
including any provisions for independent environmental auditing and complaint 
resolution.   
 

A consolidated list of all commitments and mitigation measures must also be provided.  
 
9.1.3 Monitoring and Reporting 

Determine the need for environmental impacts to be monitored.  Identify any baseline 
monitoring that may be required and discuss in the relevant subsections.  Identify the 
parameters to be monitored, and their response trigger values and response activities, along 
with procedural and compliance audit programs and reporting requirements and arrangements 
to be implemented to demonstrate the effectiveness of management and monitoring (linked to 
environmental management system/environmental management plan procedures). 
 
Matters that must be considered in the proposed monitoring program include: 

• comprehensive monitoring of noise and vibration levels; 
• comprehensive monitoring of light spill; 
• comprehensive monitoring of traffic congestion; 
•  review of the adequacy of emergency procedures developed to deal with fire and other 

emergency situations; 
• monitoring of the adequacy of management actions taken to avoid or minimise impacts on 

EPBC listed threatened species;  
• provision for liaison/consultation with relevant authorities, community and user groups, 

including government agencies, residents, researchers, educational institutions etc. in 
relation to monitoring and verification of results; 

 
Information on monitoring programs could also include details of measures for: 

• detecting and documenting differences between predicted and actual impacts; 
• identifying non-predicted impacts and for implementing appropriate reporting and 

remedial procedures; 
• applying contingency arrangements; 
• reviewing the effectiveness of monitoring and control arrangements; and 
• reviewing consultation and management arrangements with regulatory authorities and 

the community including processes for dispute resolution. 
 
The following sections illustrate the types of impacts that need to be considered in the EIS as 
a minimum. There may be other environmental issues that are identified during the course of 
the EIS investigations.  Those issues (if any) will also need to be addressed as part of the EIS 
documentation. 
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9.2 Industrial noise and vibration 

Analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on noise and 
vibration at the local scale. 
9.2.1 Existing noise environment 

Describe the existing noise environment at and surrounding the proposed site.  Discuss issues 
relating to existing ambient noise and vibration levels and characteristics and identify noise 
and vibration sensitive facilities and areas, including:  

• relevant meteorological conditions (including frequency and characteristics of 
temperature inversions) and any topographic features which may influence noise and 
vibration impacts;  

• current levels of industrial and other noise and vibration, and comment on how noise and 
vibration levels have changed over time;  

• existing, developing and potential or proposed areas of residential development, which 
may be exposed to industrial noise and vibration; and 

• community and other facilities which may be noise sensitive (including health, aged, 
disabled and child care centres, places of worship, educational and recreation facilities, 
veterinary clinics, wildlife parks or zoos etc ), indicating the location of the facilities 
using maps and other suitable means and where possible, the number of people potentially 
exposed at each facility. 

 
Aerial photographs, maps, figures and diagrams should be included and referred to whenever 
possible to assist the general reader to understand issues identified by the assessment.  
 
9.2.2 Changes to noise environment 

Undertake and provide an analysis of the results of a comprehensive noise and vibration 
impacts assessment and discuss the changes to the noise and vibration environment that 
would occur as a result of the proposed action.  
 
Provide noise and vibration predictions for the proposed action, and include where 
appropriate seasonal predictions, and predictions based on the predominant operating modes 
under prevailing meteorological conditions.  In addition to expressing noise and vibration 
impact in terms of average measures, the EIS must include information and a discussion 
about peak noise and vibration levels and the times of the day and night that would be most 
affected.  
 
The above information must be generated for the current situation, any feasible alternatives to 
the proposal, and also for the proposed stages leading up to full operation to present a clear 
picture of the potential changes that may be brought about in the noise and vibration 
environment.   
 

9.2.3 Industrial noise and vibration impacts 

Fully assess the impact of noise and vibration of the proposed construction and operation of 
the proposed facility. Consider short-term and long-term effects and comment on whether the 
impacts are reversible or irreversible.  
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The assessment must take into account the Environmental Noise Control Manual (NSW EPA), 
NSW Industrial Noise Policy (DEC), Assessing Vibration: A Technical Guideline (DECC), 
Environmental Criteria for Road Traffic Noise (DEC), and the Interim Guideline for the 
Assessment of Noise from Rail Infrastructure Projects (DEC and DoP) and any other relevant 
guidelines.  
 
The assessment must fully assess the potential disturbance to everyday activities, existing and 
proposed, created by industrial noise and vibration, with reference to current standards and 
research where applicable.  This must include, but not necessarily be limited to: 

• assessment of noise and vibration impacts on educational and health facilities, including 
effects on student communication, concentration and learning abilities, and on other noise 
and vibration sensitive community facilities; 

• discussion of the effects of noise and vibration on particular groups of people who may be 
especially vulnerable to such effects.  These groups may include: 

- preschool children 
- students 
- the aged 
- hospital and nursing home patients 
- shift workers 

• discussion of the impact of changes to the noise and vibration environment on 
interruptions to everyday activities (in particular, sleep disturbance resulting from night-
time operations), level of annoyance and effects on the physical and psychological health 
of the affected population; 

• discussion on the implications of noise and vibration on sensitive times of the day (e.g. 
late evening and early morning) and any proposed mitigation strategies; 

• discussion of the impact of the changes to the noise and vibration environment on the 
liveable amenity of residents, including outdoor activities; 

• discussion of changes to the noise and vibration environment on property values; 
• discussion of noise and vibration impacts on existing or proposed recreational, 

conservation or heritage, including impacts on amenity and the wildlife using those areas; 
and 

• discussion of equity issues and the principles behind the selection of the proposed site.   
 
9.2.4 Mitigation of industrial noise and vibration impacts 

In line with  the with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed 
mitigation measures to minimise noise and vibration impacts, including indicative cost 
estimates for implementing the proposed mitigation measures. A consolidated list of 
proposed noise and vibration mitigation measures must also be provided. 
 
If environmental impacts cannot be effectively mitigated or avoided then include a 
description of a consultation and noise/vibration complaint resolution process to deal with 
unmitigated noise impacts. Identify the circumstances under which it would be appropriate to 
acquire properties or compensate landholders as a result of changes in noise and vibration 
impacts or changes in zoning associated with the proposal. Also required is an estimation of 
costs associated with acquisition of, or compensation for, properties, if appropriate.  
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9.2.5 Monitoring and reporting of industrial noise and vibration impacts 

In line with the with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and 
reporting procedures that will be implemented. In particular, describe how affected 
community members will have access to monitoring data.   
 
9.3 Air quality 

Analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on air quality at 
the relevant local and regional scale. This section must be undertaken in accordance with the 
National Environment Protection Measure for Ambient Air Quality, National Environment 
Protection Council (1998).  
 
9.3.1 Existing air quality environment 

Describe the existing air quality at the site, including: 

• a description of the  relationship of the site to the regional air drainage basin and of 
diurnal and seasonal variations in air pollution levels and the influence of short term 
weather phenomena.  Reference must be made to levels of hydrocarbons, suspended 
particulate matter, carbon monoxide, oxides of nitrogen, sulfur dioxide, ozone, reactive 
organic compounds, lead and air toxics; and 

• relevant weather characteristics including winds, fogs and temperature inversions and any 
topographic features which may affect the dispersion of air pollutants. 
 

9.3.2 Changes to air quality environment 

Provide a description of the predicted changes to air quality and identification of affected 
populations in the study area, taking into account spatial and temporal variations and the 
contribution of other sources.  

This section must include an analysis of the results of a comprehensive air quality assessment 
of the proposed site and model the predicted changes to air quality as a result of the proposed 
action, in accordance with the NSW Environment Protection Authority (2001) Approved 
Methods and Guidance for the Modelling and Assessment of Air Pollutants in New South 
Wales.  
 
Provide a description of the air pollutants, including an assessment of potential air pollution 
sources and atmospheric pollutants of concern for local and regional air quality and · direct 
and indirect greenhouse gas emissions including design and procedural measures to reduce 
such emissions; 
 
9.3.3 Air quality impacts 

Provide a description of the impact of the predicted changes to air quality on the health of 
potentially affected populations, including long and short term effects, impacts on especially 
sensitive groups (eg children, the elderly, sufferers of respiratory illnesses such as asthma), 
and on childhood development and learning.  
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9.3.4 Mitigation of Air quality impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts on air quality.  
 
9.3.5 Monitoring and reporting of air quality impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented. In particular, describe how affected community 
members will have access to monitoring data.   
 
9.4 Light impacts 

Analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on light spill at the 
local scale.  

9.4.1 Existing light environment 

Provide a discussion on the current light environment at the proposed site and surrounding 
area. Identify all sensitive receivers to light in the local area. 
 
9.4.2 Changes to the light environment 

Provide an analysis of the changes to the light environment that would occur throughout 
construction and operation of the various stages of the proposal over time. The use of 
simulated visual graphics is recommended to aid the public in understanding what the 
changes to the light environment is likely to be.  
 
9.4.3 Light impacts 

Provide an analysis of the likely impacts of changes to the light environment on all sensitive 
receivers.  
 
9.4.4 Mitigation of lighting impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts of light spill.  
 
9.4.5 Monitoring and reporting of lighting impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented. In particular, describe how affected community 
members will have access to monitoring data.   
 

9.5 Traffic impacts 

Analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on traffic 
conditions at the local and regional scale, in accordance with the Guide to Traffic Generating 
Developments and the Integrating Land Use and Transport Package, NSW Roads and Traffic 
Authority. 
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9.5.1 Existing traffic conditions 

Provide a description of the current traffic conditions in the vicinity of the proposed site and 
along proposed road transport routes, including traffic volumes, peak times, points of 
congestion and road conditions.  
 
9.5.2 Changes to traffic  

Provide an analysis of the projected number of train and truck movements, origin and 
destination, types of road transport likely to be used and the capacity of existing and proposed 
road and rail routes to handle predicted increases in traffic, based on appropriate empirical 
analysis and strategic and project modelling.  
 
Provide a discussion of planned access to and from the proposed site (including rail access to 
the Southern Sydney Freight Line), and interaction and integration with existing and planned 
transport infrastructure and services. 
 
Identify whether any road and rail infrastructure upgrades are required. Identify all likely 
sensitive receivers to changes in traffic conditions in suburbs surrounding the proposed site 
and other areas where relevant. 
 
9.5.3 Traffic impacts 

Provide an analysis of how traffic will change within the road network surrounding the 
proposed site, including the preparation of a Transport and Accessibility Impact Assessment 
demonstrating how the project will facilitate freight transport objectives, meet freight 
infrastructure requirements and address impacts to local and regional transport networks.  
 
Provide an analysis of the cumulative impacts, particularly with regard to existing and 
proposed freight distribution facilities in the locality and potential mitigation measures.  
 
9.5.4 Mitigation of traffic impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts from traffic. Include details of internal transport and logistic 
requirements to minimise external transport impacts and access to public transport for 
employees.  
 
9.5.5 Monitoring and reporting of traffic impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented. In particular, describe how affected community 
members will have access to monitoring data.   
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9.6 Visual Amenity 

Analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on the visual 
amenity of the proposed site and surrounding areas.   
 
9.6.1 Existing visual amenity  

Provide a description of the existing visual amenity of the proposed site including an analysis 
of views from key vantage points. Visual representations are required to address this section.   
 
9.6.2 Changes to visual amenity 

Describe how the proposed facility will change the visual amenity of the proposed site 
including an analysis of views from key vantage points. Visual representations are required to 
address this section.  Include a design analysis and justification of the key built form elements 
of the proposal. 
 
9.6.3 Visual amenity impacts 

Identify and evaluate the visual impacts of the project including an analysis of views from key 
vantage points and  
 
9.6.4 Mitigation of visual amenity impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts on the visual amenity of the site.  
 
9.6.5 Monitoring and reporting of visual amenity impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented. In particular, describe how affected community 
members will have access to monitoring data.   
 
9.7 Biodiversity Impacts 

Analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on the biodiversity 
values of the proposed site. This section should take into account the Draft Guidelines for 
Threatened Species Assessment (DEC & DPI) and Threatened Biodiversity and Assessment: 
Guidelines for Developments and Activities (DEC). 
9.7.1 Existing biodiversity values 

Using the results of quantitative flora and fauna surveys, describe the biodiversity values of 
the proposed site, including the presence of threatened terrestrial and aquatic species, 
populations and endangered ecological communities and/or critical habitat. This section must 
also analyse the potential presence of threatened terrestrial and aquatic species, populations 
and endangered ecological communities and/or critical habitat. 
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9.7.2 Changes to biodiversity values 

Describe all aspects of the proposed action that will have, or are likely to have, an impact on 
the biodiversity values of the proposed site, distinguishing between short-term and long-term 
impacts of the action. 
 
Quantities of habitat likely to be impacted must be provided, supported by high quality 
mapping.  
 
9.7.3 Biodiversity impacts 

Describe the impacts of the proposed changes to biodiversity values, including on riparian 
areas and resultant foraging, nesting, roosting and habitat loss and fragmentation, and edge 
effects, having regard to the status, distribution and sensitivity of the species or ecological 
community. Impacts 

 
9.7.4 Mitigation of biodiversity impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts on the biodiversity values of the site.  
 
9.7.5 Monitoring and reporting of biodiversity impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented.  
 
9.8 Historical heritage impacts 

This section should be informed by the NSW Heritage Manual (NSW Heritage Office & 
DUAP) or subsequent replacement guidelines issued by the NSW Government as appropriate.  
 

9.8.1 Existing historical heritage values 

Identify, describe and map places or items of historical heritage value. Describe the 
significance of the values to people or groups associated with those places.  
 
9.8.2 Changes to historical heritage values 

Identify places and items of historical heritage significance that could be impacted directly or 
indirectly by the proposed action.  
 
9.8.3 Historical heritage impacts 

Describe the impacts the proposed action would have on historical heritage values at the 
proposed site.  
 
9.8.4 Mitigation of impact to historical heritage 

Provide details of how any impacts on items of historical heritage significance would be 
addressed and managed as part of the subsequent project stages.  
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9.8.5 Monitoring and reporting of historical heritage 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented.  
 
9.9 Impacts on Indigenous cultural values 

This section must take into consideration the NSW Heritage Manual, Draft Guidelines for 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment and Community Consultation (DEC). 
 
Consultation with Indigenous stakeholders is an essential component for identifying and 
assessing the presence and significance of indigenous heritage items and places. Each of the 
following sections must include reference to how consultation with Indigenous stakeholders 
has informed the impact assessment process. 
 
Note that it may not be appropriate for sensitive information to be included in the published 
EIS. Such information should be provided directly to the Minister for consideration. 
 
9.9.1 Existing indigenous cultural values 

Identify, describe and map all places and items of indigenous cultural value. 
 
9.9.2 Changes to indigenous cultural values 

Identify, describe and map all places and items of indigenous cultural value that will be 
impacted by the proposed development. 
 
9.9.3 Indigenous cultural impacts 

Describe the impacts the proposed action would have on Indigenous cultural values including 
the continuing practice of traditional beliefs and access to sites 
 
Provide evidence of an understanding of potential impacts to Indigenous heritage values 
through appropriate consultation.  
 
9.9.4 Mitigation of indigenous cultural impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, describe all measures that will be implemented to avoid 
impact to areas identified as having indigenous cultural value, including; 

a. identify and map areas that have heritage value that will be ‘NO GO’ areas; 
b. map buffers to be placed around areas of Indigenous sites; and 
c. describe measures used to educate and enforce the total exclusion of activities from 

‘NO GO’ areas and associated buffers. 
 

9.9.5 Monitoring and reporting of indigenous cultural impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented.  
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9.10 Surface Water and Hydrology  

This section should take account of the following documents: Managing Urban Stormwater 
Soils and Construction, Vol. 1, 2A and 2D (DECC); National Water Quality Management 
Strategy Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality 
(AZECC) and the Fish Passage Requirements for Waterway Crossings and Policy and 
Guidelines for Fish Friendly Waterway Crossings (DPI). 
 
9.10.1 Existing Surface Water and Hydrology  

Provide a description of the existing surface water and hydrology of the proposed site, 
including current surface water and stormwater quality, erosion and sedimentation impacts, 
on and off site.  
 
9.10.2 Changes to surface water and hydrological environment 

Describe the likely changes to the site’s surface water and hydrology.  
 
9.10.3 Surface water and hydrological impacts 

Provide an assessment of the hydrological impacts of the project and the project effects on 
flood characteristics on and off the site and the likely impacts of changes to surface water and 
stormwater quality, erosion and sedimentation impacts, on and off site. 
9.10.4 Mitigation of surface water and hydrological impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.2, provide a description of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts on surface water and hydrology of the site.  
 
9.10.5 Monitoring and reporting of surface water and hydrological impacts 

In line with the requirements in 9.1.3, provide a description of the monitoring and reporting 
procedures that will be implemented.  
 

10 Proposed Environmental Offsets 
Provide a description of proposed environmental offset measures, including a proposed 
strategy to offset any impacts of the proposed action on matters of national environmental 
significance. The proposed strategy must: 
• demonstrate how it will achieve long-term conservation outcomes; and 
• have regard to the scale and intensity of impact from the development on the site. 
 
Further guidance may be found in the department’s draft Environmental Offsets Policy (or 
final version if released prior to the EIS being finalised) on the use of environmental offsets 
under the EPBC Act and the Environmental Offset Assessment Guide, both of which are 
available on the department’s website:  
 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/consultation-draft-environmental-
offsets-policy.pdf  
 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/epbc-reform-offset-guide.pdf  

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/consultation-draft-environmental-offsets-policy.pdf�
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/consultation-draft-environmental-offsets-policy.pdf�
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/epbc-reform-offset-guide.pdf�
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11 Community consultation 
Outline the methodology that will be adopted to identify and mitigate socio-economic 
impacts of the project and include a list of all persons, community groups, government 
agencies etc. the proponent proposes to consult.  Include information about the consultation 
that has already taken place, and the results of such consultation (including Defence’s 
responses), and statement(s) outlining the views of the community groups that may be 
affected. 
 
The public consultation program must provide opportunities for community involvement and 
education.  It may include interviews with individuals, public meetings, interest group 
meetings, production of regular summary information and updates, and other consultation 
mechanisms to encourage and facilitate active public consultation. It should ensure the timing 
and location of consultation activities best meets community needs. It may require the 
specific targeting of some groups to ensure their active involvement in the process. 
 
The consultation process should aim to achieve extensive notification of the proposal in the 
local, city wide and regional print media, static displays in public venues eg Divisional 
Offices, libraries (including mobile libraries), State and Federal elected representatives 
offices and local shopping centres. Information should also be provided in local community 
newsletters such as school and church bulletins.  
  
The public consultation process must cover all issues of concern to local community and 
interest groups and should extend from project planning through to operations. 
 

12 Information sources 
For information given in the EIS, state: 

• the source of the information;  
• how recent the information is;  
• how the reliability of the information was tested; and 
• what uncertainties (if any) are in the information.  
 

13 Glossary 
A glossary defining technical terms and abbreviations used in the text should be included to 
help the general reader. 
 

14 References 
A bibliography of all references cited in the text of the EIS must be included.  
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15 Appendices 
15.1 Cross-reference with the guidelines 

This section must provide a cross reference of the findings of the relevant sections of the EIS, 
where the potential impacts and mitigation measures associated with the project are 
described, with the corresponding sections of the EIS guidelines. 
 
15.2 Studies 

Major studies or reports that are conducted in the preparation of the EIS are to be included as 
appendices. 
 
15.3 Study team 

Provide information about the study team including the qualifications and experience of the 
study team and specialist sub-consultants and expert reviewers. 
 
15.4 Environmental record of person proposing to take the action 

Provide details of any proceedings under a Commonwealth, or State law for the protection of 
the environment or the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources against the 
person proposing to take the action.  
 
Provide details of the Department of Finance and Deregulation’s environmental policy and 
planning framework. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
The objects and principles of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (Sections 3 and 3A) 
 
3. Objects of the Act 

The objects of the Act are: 

(a) to provide for the protection of the environment, especially those aspects of the 
environment that are matters of national environmental significance; 

(b) to promote ecologically sustainable development through the conservation and 
ecologically sustainable use of natural resources; 

(c) to promote the conservation of biodiversity; 

(ca) to provide for the protection and conservation of heritage; 

(d) to promote a co-operative approach to the protection and management of the environment 
involving governments, the community, land-holders and indigenous peoples; 

(e) to assist in the co-operative implementation of Australia's international environmental 
responsibilities; 

(f) to recognise the role of indigenous people in the conservation and ecologically sustainable 
use of Australia's biodiversity; 

(g) to promote the use of indigenous peoples' knowledge of biodiversity with the involvement 
of, and in co-operation with, the owners of the knowledge. 

 

 

3A. Principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development 

The following principles are principles of ecologically sustainable development: 

(a) decision-making processes should effectively integrate both long-term and short-term 
economic, environmental, social and equitable considerations; 

(b) if there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific 
certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental 
degradation; 

(c) the principle of inter-generational equity – that the present generation should ensure that 
the health, diversity and productivity of the environment is maintained or enhanced for the 
benefit of future generations; 

(d) the conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity should be a fundamental 
consideration in decision-making; 

(e) improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms should be promoted. 
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