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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. PREAMBLE 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) referral of the 
proposed action states that it involves the development of the Sydney Intermodal Freight Terminal and 
warehouse/distribution facility, which is designed to facilitate freight movement between Port Botany 
and Moorebank. The proposed action is located within Moorebank in south-western Sydney adjacent 
to the Hume Highway and Georges River. The action will require the redevelopment of approximately 
83 hectares of land on a site, owned by the Sydney Intermodal Terminal Alliance (SIMTA), which is 
currently leased by the Department of Defence. In addition to the intermodal terminal, the project will 
include the construction and operation of a rail line on adjacent land to connect the proposal to the 
Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL).  
 
The referral of the proposed action under the EPBC Act was accepted by the Department of 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities (the department) on 
21 December 2011. On 23 January 2012, a delegate for the Minister determined that assessment and 
approval was required under the EPBC Act and the proposed action would be assessed by 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
 
The proposed action has the potential to have a significant impact on the following matters of national 
environmental significance (NES) that are protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act: 

 Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 & 18A); and 

 Commonwealth land (sections 26 & 27A). 
 
These matters are known as the controlling provisions for the assessment. Information about the 
action and its relevant impacts, as defined in these guidelines, is to be provided in the EIS. This 
information should be sufficient to allow the Minister to make an informed decision on whether or not 
to approve the taking of the action, under Part 9 of the EPBC Act, for the purposes of each controlling 
provision. 

1.2. THE OBJECTIVES OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Environmental impact assessment depends on adequately defining those elements of the 
environment that may be affected by a proposed development, and on identifying the significance, 
risks and consequences of the potential impacts of the proposal at a local, regional and national level. 
The EIS will be a significant source of information on which the public and government decision 
makers will assess the environmental impacts of the proposal. 
 
It is expected that significant ecological studies will have to be undertaken to provide sufficient 
information for the EIS. The nature and level of investigations should be related to the likely extent and 
gravity of potential impacts (including worse case scenarios). All potentially significant impacts of the 
proposal on the environment are to be investigated and analysed, and commitments to avoid, mitigate 
any adverse impacts and compensate for any residual impacts, are to be detailed in the EIS. 
 
This document provides guidelines for the drafting of the EIS based on the formal requirements for the 
contents of an EIS provided in Section 97 of the EPBC Act and Schedule 4 of the EPBC Act 
Regulations 2000 (the EPBC Regulations).  
 
In preparing the EIS the proponent should bear in mind the following aims of the EIS and public review 
process: 

 To provide a source of information from which interested individuals and groups may gain an 
understanding of the proposal, the need for the proposed activity, the alternatives, the 
environment which it could potentially affect, the impacts that may occur and the measures 
proposed to avoid, minimise or compensate for these impacts; 

 To provide a forum for public consultation and informed comment on the proposal; and 
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 To provide a framework in which decision-makers can consider the environmental aspects of 
the proposal in parallel with social, economic, technical and other factors.  

 
 
The proponent should ensure that the EIS discusses compliance with the objectives of the Act and the 

principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development as set out in the EPBC Act (Attachment 1). 
 
It is the responsibility of the proponent preparing the EIS to identify and address, as fully as possible, 
all matters relevant to this proposal and its potential impacts and not solely limited to matters of 
national environmental significance.  
 
The EIS should provide a description of the existing environment in the area and of the operations 
proposed for this proposal. All potentially significant impacts on the environment are to be investigated 
and analysed. The EIS should present an evaluation of the potential environmental impacts and 
describe proposed measures to avoid or minimise the expected, likely, or potential impacts to as low 
as reasonably practicable. Particular attention should be paid to potential impacts on listed threatened 
and migratory species and communities and the whole environment. Any prudent and feasible 
alternatives should be discussed in detail and the reasons for selection of the preferred option should 
be clearly given. 
 
These guidelines are not necessarily exhaustive and should not be interpreted as excluding from 
consideration matters deemed to be significant, but not incorporated in them, or matters (currently 
unforseen) that emerge as important from environmental studies or otherwise during the course of the 
preparation of the EIS.  
 
The specific requirements to be addressed in the EIS are outlined under specific content section of 
these guidelines.  It will be on these requirements that public comment is sought. 

1.3. OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC INPUT 

There are a number of opportunities for public input throughout the environmental impact assessment 
process. 
 

The draft EIS prepared by the proponent must be approved for publication by the Minister of 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities (the Minister) prior to it being 
published in accordance with the EPBC Regulations. An invitation for anyone to give the proponent 
comments relating to the draft report within the period specified must also be published. After the 
period for comment, the proponent must take account of the comments received in finalising the EIS, 
which is then provided to the Minister. An assessment report is then prepared by the department. 
Following this, in accordance with Part 9, Division 1 of the EPBC Act, the Minister will decide whether 
to approve the proposal and attach any conditions required. 
 

In addition to the above statutory requirements, the proponent may seek to engage the community in 
consultation throughout the development of the EIS.  The nature and level of this engagement is at the 
discretion of the proponent. 

 

2. GENERAL ADVICE ON GUIDELINES 

2.1. GENERAL CONTENT 

The EIS must be a stand-alone document that primarily focuses on the protected matters listed above. 
It must contain sufficient information to avoid the need to search out previous or supplementary 
reports. The EIS should take into consideration the EPBC Act Significant Impact Guidelines that can 
be downloaded from the following web site: http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/guidelines-
policies.html. 
 
The EIS must enable interested stakeholders and the Minister to understand the environmental 
consequences of the proposed development. Information provided in the EIS must be objective, clear 
and succinct, and where appropriate, be supported by maps, plans, diagrams or other descriptive 

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/guidelines-policies.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/guidelines-policies.html


 

SIMTA INTERMODAL TERMINAL PROJECT –EIS Guidelines – June 2012 

5 

 

detail. The body of the EIS must be written in a clear and concise style that is easily understood by the 
general reader. Where technical jargon cannot be avoided, it should be clearly explained within the 
text or else in a glossary. Cross-referencing should be used to avoid unnecessary duplication of text. 
 
Detailed technical information, studies or investigations necessary to support the main text should be 
included as appendices to the EIS. It is recommended that any additional supporting documentation 
and studies, reports or literature not normally available to the public, be made available at appropriate 
locations during the period of public display of the EIS.   
 
If it is necessary to make use of material that is considered to be of a confidential nature, the 
proponent should consult the department on the preferred presentation of that material, before 
submitting it to the Minister for approval for publication. 
 
The level of analysis and detail in the EIS should reflect the level of significance of the expected 
impacts on the environment. Any and all unknown variables or assumptions made in the assessment 
must be clearly stated and discussed. The extent to which the limitations, if any, of available 
information may influence the conclusions of the environmental assessment should be discussed. 
 
In preparing the EIS, the proponent must ensure that the EIS assesses compliance of the action with 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in the EPBC Act, and the objects of the 

Act, provided at Attachment 1. The EIS must address each of the matters listed in Schedule 4 of the 
EPBC Regulations. 

2.2. FORMAT AND STYLE 

The EIS must comprise the following three elements:  

 the executive summary;  

 the main text of the document; and  

 appendices containing detailed technical information and other information that can be made 
publicly available.  

 
The guidelines have been set out in a manner that may be adopted as the format for the EIS. This 
format need not be followed where the required information can be more effectively presented in an 
alternative way. However, each of the elements must be addressed to meet the requirements of the 
EPBC Act and Regulations. 
 
The EIS should be written so that any conclusions reached can be independently assessed. To this 
end all sources must be appropriately referenced using the Harvard standard. The reference list 
should include the address and dates of any Internet “web” pages used as data sources. 
 
The main text of the EIS should include a list of abbreviations, a glossary of terms and appendices 
containing:  

 a copy of these guidelines;  

 a list of persons and agencies consulted during the preparation of the EIS; and 

 contact details for the proponent.  

 
Maps, diagrams and other illustrative material should be included in the EIS. The EIS should be 
produced on A4 size paper capable of being photocopied, with maps and diagrams on A4 or A3 size 
and in colour where possible.  
 
The proponent should consider the format and style of the document appropriate for publication on the 
Internet. The capacity of the website to store data and display the material may have some bearing on 
how the document is constructed. 
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2.3. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

An executive summary that outlines the key findings of the EIS must be provided. The executive 
summary must briefly: 

 state the background and the need for the proposed action; 

 discuss alternatives and the reasons for selecting the preferred option and rejecting the 
alternatives; 

 a brief description of the proposal including areas to be impacted both on and off 
Commonwealth land (location, context in the region and existing environment); 

 a brief description of the background to and need for the proposal; 

 summarise the construction, operational and any decommissioning activities associated with 
the proposed action; 

 state the proposed schedule for each component of the proposal, the expected duration of each 
stage and the proposal as a whole; 

 provide an overview of the existing local and regional environments, summarising the features 
of the physical, biological, social, cultural and economic environment relating to the proposal 
and associated activities; 

 summarise stakeholder consultation undertaken in preparing the EIS; 

 describe the expected, likely and potential impacts of the proposal on matters of national 
environmental significance; 

 summarise the environmental protection measures including avoidance, mitigation, 
compensation and monitoring to be implemented for the proposed action;  

 provide an outline of project timings; and 

 provide an outline of the environmental record of the proponent. 

2.4. INTRODUCTION 

Introduce the main body of the EIS with: 

 an overview of the project describing its components which are located on and off Commonwealth 
land; 

 a clear definition of the objectives of the proposal and its context in relation to Government 
strategies; 

 a description of the environmental values of the site, including any listed threatened species and 
communities or species of conservation significance under Commonwealth and NSW legislation 
(on land owned or leased by the Commonwealth); 

 an explanation of the scope and legislative basis for the EIS; 

 a description of the studies/surveys/consultations that have been conducted in developing the 
proposal and preparing the EIS (results of studies and detailed comments resulting from the 
consultation process must be included as appendices); 

 a summary of priority environmental and management issues; 

 responsibilities for preparing the EIS; and 

 a brief explanation of the structure of the document. 

2.5. GENERAL INFORMATION 

This should provide the background and context of the action including: 
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 the title of the action; 

 the full name and postal address of the designated proponent; 

 a clear outline of the objective of the action; 

 the location of the action; 

 the background to the development of the action; 

 how the action relates to any other actions (of which the proponent should reasonably be aware) 
that have been, or are being, taken or that have been approved in the region affected by the 
action; 

 the current status of the action; and 

 the consequences of not proceeding with the action. 

2.6. DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION 

All construction and operational components of the action must be described in detail. This must 
include the precise location of all works to be undertaken, structures to be built or elements of the 
action that may have impacts on matters protected under the EPBC Act. The information must 
include: 

 all precincts of the proposed development, including: 

o size and location; 

o type of land uses (including specific type of industrial activities); 

o staging and timing of land release, construction works and operation; 

o building set-backs (buffer zones) at the boundary of the development area and areas 
where matters of national environmental significance and species of state conservation 
significance are located; 

o environmental rehabilitation works; 

o water quality management at the proposed action area during and after construction;  

o an indicative layout plan for the proposed action area including the location and type of 
land use, key infrastructure, open space and conservation areas; and 

o The date and time period over which construction and operation will take place. 

 details of any proposed public transport services which will operate throughout the site; 

 details regarding water supply, waste water management, sewerage management, storm water 
management and any other relevant public works; 

 details of how the site will be managed and maintained, this should include weed management, 
pet and feral animal management and community conservation programs; 

 full details of risk assessments which have been undertaken regarding potential threats from 
flood and fire and strategies to address these risks;  

 any planned staging of proposal including timing of construction and operation of the relevant 
components of the facility; and  

 include a description of the proposed timing of the relocation of the National Storage and 
Distribution Centre.  

2.7. FEASIBLE ALTERNATIVES 

Any feasible alternatives to the action to the extent reasonably practicable should be described in 
detail, including: 

 if relevant, the alternative of taking no action; 

 the alternative of a lower impact development including layout options that avoid direct impacts 
and maintain connectivity within the landscape for matters protected under the EPBC Act; 
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 a comparative description of the impacts of each alternative on the matters protected by 
controlling provisions of Part 3 of the EPBC Act for the action; and 

 sufficient detail to make clear why any alternative is preferred to another. 

Short, medium and long-term advantages and disadvantages of the options should be discussed. 

2.8. PROJECT JUSTIFICATION AND NEED 

Address the specific objectives and justification for the proposal. Details of how the proposed action is 
consistent with the objectives of the EPBC Act and principles of ecologically sustainable development 

defined in Section 3A of the Act (refer to Attachment 1).  Consideration should focus on The National 
Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Development, published by the Commonwealth Government 
(1992). Each principle should be discussed and conclusions drawn as to how the proposal conforms.  A 
life-of-project perspective must be shown.   
 
Provide a strategic and project justification describing the strategic need, justification and objectives 
for the project, including, but not limited to: 

 the suitability of the site taking into consideration the objects of the NSW Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979; 

 alternatives considered to the preferred project (including site layouts) and impacts arising from 
the relocation of current uses; 

 the need for and the objectives of the project, taking into consideration container trade numbers 
(import and export) at the international, national and state levels; 

 future trends in container origin/destination in Sydney; intermodal capacity and demand; and 
identification of the terminal’s freight catchment area and freight split; 

 its relationship to and interaction with adjoining development(s), including the proposed intermodal 
on the adjacent Department of Finance and Deregulation site (EPBC 2011/6086);  

 its consistency with the aims and objectives of relevant State policies and plans including the 
NSW State Plan, Metropolitan Transport Plan, State Infrastructure Strategy, Metropolitan Plan, 
Draft Subregional Strategy for the South West Subregion, Railing Port Botany’s Containers, Action 
for Air, the Commonwealth’s draft National Ports Strategy and National Freight Strategy, and 
project objectives; and 

 discuss potential options for future ownership of the action.  

2.9. LOCATION AND TENURE 

Provide maps at suitable scales showing the location of the proposed site, including but not limited to: 

 the location and boundaries of land tenures;  

 areas of conservation, biodiversity and heritage value in any locality that may be impacted by the 
proposal; and 

 the location of existing dwellings and the zoning of all affected lands according to any existing or 
future land use or strategic plan. 

 
Consideration should be given to providing rectified air photo enlargements to illustrate land, water, 
natural and built features of the area. 
 
The EIS must also outline the tenure history of the site, whether there have been any native title 
extinguishing events, and the potential for native title to continue to exist. 
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES AND MANAGEMENT OF IMPACTS  

3.1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

The function of this section of the EIS is to provide: 

 descriptions of the existing environmental values, including social, historical, cultural and 
recreational values, of the site which may be affected by the proposal.  The existing condition of 
those values will serve as a baseline against which impacts and management of the proposal and 
alternatives can be assessed; 

 description of the location and size of populations of listed threatened species located on or near 
the site; 

 descriptions of the existing and proposed urban activities and land uses within areas that may be 
affected by the proposal; 

 quantitative descriptions of the likely impacts on environmental values of the area from all phases 
of the proposal at the local and regional levels as appropriate. This must include an assessment of 
the degree of uncertainty in relation to each impact including statements of whether any impacts 
are likely to be unknown, unpredictable or irreversible; 

 an assessment of the impact of the proposal over the operational life must be considered in 
combination with the impacts of other relevant existing, approved or proposed activities in the 
dimensions of scale, intensity, duration or frequency of the impacts. The proposed actions 
consistency with the requirements or recommendations of relevant State planning policies, 
guidelines or standards, environmental protection policies, national environmental protection 
measures and integrated catchment management plans should be examined; 

 a discussion of the known and potential developments in the local region on the environmental 
values of land, impacts to air and water and public health. This assessment may include air and 
water sheds affected by the proposal; 

 environmental protection objectives to be achieved and the standards and measurable indicators that 
will be used. These qualitative and quantitative environmental protection objectives should enhance 
or protect each environmental value; 

 monitoring programs detailing the monitoring parameters, monitoring points, frequency, data 
interpretation and reporting proposals; and 

 management strategies to be used to ensure the environmental protection objectives are achieved 
and control strategies implemented e.g. continuous improvement framework including details of 
corrective action options, reporting (including any public reporting), monitoring, staff training, 
management responsibility pathway, and any environmental management systems and how they are 
relevant to each element of the environment. 

3.2. DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND MATTERS OF NES 

Provide a detailed description of the environment of the proposed action site and surrounding area 
and other areas potentially impacted by the proposed action. This must include the following 
information: 

 provide a description of the current traffic conditions in the vicinity of the proposed site and along 
proposed road transport routes, including traffic volumes, peak times, points of congestion and 
road conditions; 

 information on the presence, status and extent of threatened species and communities listed 
under the EPBC Act which could be impacted by the proposed action;  

 information on the presence of any endemic, rare, iconic or threatened species listed under NSW 
legislation which are known or likely to be present in the vicinity of Commonwealth land located 
adjacent to the site of the proposed action; 

 describe the existing noise environment at sensitive receivers surrounding the proposed site. In 
describing this information, this section must consider relevant meteorological conditions (including 
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frequency and characteristics of temperature inversions), topographic features which may 
influence noise and vibration impacts. The EIS must also provide a description of existing levels of 
industrial and other noise and vibration, and comment on how noise and vibration levels have 
changed over time; 

 describe the existing air quality at the site, including a description of the relationship of the site to 
surrounding areas of Commonwealth land. The description must include a discussion of the 
diurnal and seasonal variations in air pollution levels and the influence of short term weather 
phenomena.  Reference must be made to levels of hydrocarbons, suspended particulate matter, 
carbon monoxide, oxides of nitrogen, sulfur dioxide, ozone, reactive organic compounds, lead and 
air toxics. The description must include relevant weather characteristics including winds, fogs and 
temperature inversions and any topographic features which may affect the dispersion of air 
pollutants; 

 provide a discussion of the current light environment at the proposed site and on adjacent areas of 
Commonwealth land; 

 provide a description of the existing visual amenity of the proposed site including an analysis of 
views from key vantage points. Visual representations are required to address this section; 

 identify, describe and map places or items of historical heritage value on Commonwealth owned 
or leased land. Describe the significance of the values to people or groups associated with those 
places; 

 provide a description of the biodiversity values of the site and surrounding areas of land owned or 
leased by the Commonwealth. This description should include mapping of any areas with 
biodiversity value, including, but not limited to, riparian areas, remnant vegetation, fauna corridors 
and foraging, nesting or roosting habitat for species. This description must also include 
information on the presence of any endemic, rare, threatened or iconic species;  

 identify places and items within land owned or leased by the Commonwealth with historical 
heritage significance that could be impacted directly or indirectly by the proposed action; and 

 identify, describe and map all places and items of indigenous cultural value. 

3.3. IMPACTS TO LISTED THREATENED SPECIES AND COMMUNITIES 

The following sections illustrate the types of impacts that need to be considered in the EIS as a 
minimum. There may be other environmental issues that are identified during the course of the EIS 
investigations. Those issues (if any) will also need to be addressed as part of the EIS documentation. 

A detailed description of the environment of the proposed action site, surrounding areas and other 
areas that may be affected by the action must be provided. This must include the following 
information: 

Listed threatened species and communities that are known or likely to be present in the vicinity of the 
proposed action area. In particular:  

 Cumberland Plain Shale Woodlands and Shale-Gravel Transition Forest; 

 Green and Gold Bell Frog (Litoria aurea); 

 Downy Wattle (Acacia pubescens); 

 Small-flower Grevillea (Grevillea parviflora subsp. parviflora); 

 Nodding Geebung (Persoonia nutans); 

 Macquarie Perch (Macquaria australasica); and 

 Spot-tailed Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus maculatus). 
 

The following information must be included in the EIS in relation to the above listed threatened species 
and communities: 

 information on the abundance, distribution, ecology and habitat preferences of the species or 
communities; 

 discussion of the known threats to the species or communities, with reference to threats posed by 
the proposed action; 
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 details of surveys for these species and communities and their habitat in the proposed action area 
or surrounding areas. This should include details of survey effort, timing, location and 
methodologies for studies and surveys undertaken and the regional status, population size and 
distribution within the area surrounding the proposed action identified for these species and 
communities. Survey methodology must have regard to any relevant publicly available guidance 
issued by the department; 

 an assessment of the quality and importance of potential habitat for these species and 
communities in the proposed action area and surrounding areas; 

 the presence of formal or informal conservation reserves for these species or communities within 
the proposed action area or surrounding areas; 

 for all species and communities that are considered unlikely to be impacted by the proposed 
action, but for which apparently suitable habitat is present and could be impacted by the proposed 
action, detailed information to demonstrate that impacts on the species are unlikely to occur; 

 discussion of the potential impacts on the above species and communities of pest species, 
disease and fire outbreaks generated by the proposed action; 

 consideration of each species or community must have regard to any recovery plan prepared by 
the Commonwealth, NSW or other state government, in relation to the species, and any publicly 
available policy statement or conservation advice approved by the minister in relation to the 
species or community; and 

 provide a local and regional scale analysis of the likely impacts of the action to biodiversity. The 
analysis must consider any species or communities which are endemic, rare, threatened or listed 
under other state or territory legislation likely to be impacted. 

 

3.4. IMPACTS TO THE ENVIRONMENT ON COMMONWEALTH LAND 

As the proposal was determined a controlled action due to likely significant impacts on the 
environment on Commonwealth land, the EIS must include assessment of all the likely impacts of the 
action on the environment where the impacts occur on Commonwealth land. In particular section 528 
of the EPBC Act defines the environment as being: 

(a) Ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities; and 
(b) Natural and physical resources; and 
(c) The qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas; and 
(d) Heritage values of places; and 
(e) The social, economic and cultural aspects of a thing mentioned in paragraph (a), (b), 

(c), or (d).  

The EIS must provide a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the existing environmental conditions, 
likely changes. The following should be addressed in relation to impacts to the environment: 

 analyse and describe the contribution of the project to the existing noise and vibration levels 
occurring within adjacent areas of Commonwealth land. The EIS should also outline the potential 
impacts of any contribution to the environment, including particular groups of people on 
Commonwealth land who may be especially vulnerable to changes in existing noise and vibration 
levels;  

 analyse and describe the changes to the local air drainage basin as a result of construction and 
operational phases of the action. The analysis must consider diurnal and seasonal variations in air 
pollution levels and the influence of short term weather phenomena. The analysis must provide 
results for the following: hydrocarbons, suspended particulate matter, carbon monoxide, oxides of 
nitrogen, sulfur (sulphur) dioxide, ozone, reactive organic compounds, lead and air toxics;  

 analyse and describe the contribution and impacts of the proposed facility on light spill on 
Commonwealth land. The analysis should include (but not be limited to) details of the height of any 
proposed lighting and regimes for when lighting will be in operation; 

 provide a detailed analysis of the contribution or changes to existing vehicle traffic at the local and 
regional scale resulting from the construction and operation of the proposed facility. The analysis 
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must be carried out in accordance with the Guide to Traffic Generating Developments and the 
Integrating Land Use and Transport Package, NSW Roads and Traffic Authority; 

 provide a detailed analysis and describe the changes to visual amenity of the proposed site and 
surrounding areas of Commonwealth land resulting from construction and operation of the 
proposed facility; 

 provide a detailed technical assessment of the likely and potential health impacts from the SIMTA 
Intermodal Terminal on people and communities. The assessment must include information on 
the likely direct, indirect and consequential impacts of the action on sensitive receivers. Sections 
of the EIS which address impacts to health must be reviewed by a suitably qualified expert who 
has demonstrated experience in Health Impact Assessments. The qualifications and credentials of 
all reviewers must be provided as an appendix to the EIS; 

 provide a local and regional scale analysis of the likely impacts of the action to biodiversity. The 
analysis must consider any species or communities which are endemic, rare, threatened, iconic or 
listed under other state or territory legislation and which are likely to be impacted by construction 
and/or operation of the action; 

 provide a comprehensive heritage assessment of the impacts the proposed action will have on 
any items with historical heritage values; 

 provide an assessment of the hydrological impacts of the project and the project effects on flood 
characteristics on and off the site and the likely impacts of changes to surface water and 
stormwater quality, erosion and sedimentation impacts, on and off site; 

 provide an assessment of the likely and potential impacts on all aspects of the environment 
associated with spills, floods, fire and release of contaminants. The assessment needs to consider 
all hazardous items that will or could potentially be transported and/or stored at the intermodal 
terminal. Discuss the likelihood of hazardous materials being illegally transported using rail 
infrastructure and stored at the SIMTA Intermodal Terminal; and 

 describe the impacts the proposed action would have on Indigenous cultural values including the 
continuing practice of traditional beliefs and access to sites. Provide evidence of an understanding 
of potential impacts to Indigenous heritage values through appropriate consultation.  

 

3.5. MITIGATION AND COMPENSATORY MEASURES 

Where mitigation or proposed compensatory measures are proposed to address an identified impact, 
include: 

 a description and an assessment of the expected or predicted effectiveness of the mitigation 
measures, including the timing of measures; 

 details of compensatory measures, for any residual impacts on the environment and listed 
threatened species and communities; and 

 a description of management procedures setting out the framework for continuing management, 
mitigation and monitoring programs for the relevant impacts of the action, including any provisions 
for independent environmental auditing and complaint resolution. 

A consolidated list of all commitments and mitigation measures must also be provided.  
 

3.6. MONITORING AND REPORTING 

Discuss the importance of monitoring and reporting measures for increasing public awareness and 
transparency. In particular, provide the following information in relation to how environmental impacts 
will be monitored and reported: 

 identify any baseline monitoring that may be required and discuss the reasons in the relevant 
subsections; 

 identify the parameters which will be monitored, and their response trigger values and response 
activities; and  
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 identify any procedural and compliance audit programs including reporting requirements and 
arrangements to be implemented to demonstrate the effectiveness of management and 
monitoring (linked to environmental management system/environmental management plan 
procedures). 

Matters that must be considered in the proposed monitoring program include: 

 comprehensive monitoring of noise and vibration levels; 

 comprehensive monitoring of light spill; 

 comprehensive monitoring of traffic congestion; 

 review of the adequacy of emergency procedures developed to deal with fire and other emergency 
situations; 

 monitoring of the adequacy of management actions taken to avoid or minimise impacts on species 
and communities of conservation significance including those listed under the EPBC Act and 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995; and 

 provision for liaison/consultation with relevant authorities, community and user groups, including 
government agencies, residents, researchers, educational institutions etc. in relation to monitoring 
and verification of results; 

 
Information on monitoring programs could also include details of measures for: 

 detecting and documenting differences between predicted and actual impacts; 

 identifying non-predicted impacts and for implementing appropriate reporting and remedial 
procedures; 

 applying contingency arrangements; 

 reviewing the effectiveness of monitoring and control arrangements; and 

 reviewing consultation and management arrangements with regulatory authorities and the 
community including processes for dispute resolution. 

3.7. PROPOSED ENVIRONMENTAL OFFSETS 

Provide a description of proposed environmental offset measures, including a proposed strategy to 
offset any impacts of the proposed action on matters of national environmental significance. The 
proposed strategy must: 

 demonstrate how it will achieve long-term conservation outcomes; and 

 have regard to the scale and intensity of impact from the development on the site. 
 
Further guidance may be found in the department’s draft Environmental Offsets Policy (or final version 
if released prior to the EIS being finalised) on the use of environmental offsets under the EPBC Act 
which is available on the department’s website:  
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/consultation-draft-environmental-offsets-
policy.pdf  

4. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Outline the methodology that has been (or will be) adopted a identify and mitigate socio-economic 
impacts of the project and include a list of all persons, community groups, government agencies etc. 
the proponent has consulted (or proposes to consult).  Include information about the consultation that 
has already taken place, and the results of such consultation (including the proponent’s responses), 
and statement(s) outlining the views of the community groups that may be affected. 
 
The public consultation program must provide opportunities for community involvement and education.  
It may include interviews with individuals, public meetings, interest group meetings, production of 
regular summary information and updates, and other consultation mechanisms to encourage and 
facilitate active public consultation. It should ensure the timing and location of consultation activities 

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/consultation-draft-environmental-offsets-policy.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/consultation-draft-environmental-offsets-policy.pdf
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best meets community needs. It may require the specific targeting of some groups to ensure their 
active involvement in the process. 
 
The consultation process should aim to achieve extensive notification of the proposal in the local, city 
wide and regional print media, static displays in public venues e.g. Divisional Offices, libraries 
(including mobile libraries), State and Federal elected representatives offices and local shopping 
centres. Information should also be provided in local community newsletters such as school and 
church bulletins.  
  
The public consultation process may cover all issues of concern to local community and interest 
groups and should extend from project planning through to operations. 
 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD OF PERSON(S) PROPOSING TO TAKE THE 

ACTION 

Details of any proceedings under a Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection of the 
environment or the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources against: 

(a) the person proposing to take the action; and 
(b) for an action for which a person has applied for a permit, the person making the application. 
 
Provide details of the proponent’s environmental policy and planning framework. 
 

6. ADDITIONAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC MATTERS  

Section 136(1)(b) of the EPBC Act enables the Minister to consider economic and social matters when 
deciding whether to grant approval to the proposed action under Part 9 of the EPBC Act.  Accordingly, 
the EIS should provide the broad social and economic impacts (positive or negative) of the proposal.  
 
As the matters protected by the controlling provisions for this action include "the whole of the 
environment", there is the potential for an overlap between the information previously provided in the 
EIS. This information need not be repeated if it has been previously provided in the EIS. 
 

7. CONCLUSION 

An overall conclusion as to the environmental acceptability of the proposal should be provided, 
including discussion on compliance with principles of ESD and the objects and requirements of the 

EPBC Act (Attachment 1). Reasons justifying undertaking the proposal in the manner proposed 
should also be outlined. 
 
Measures proposed or required by way of offset for any unavoidable impacts on NES matters, and the 
relative degree of compensation, should be highlighted. 
 

8. INFORMATION SOURCES 

For information given in the EIS, state: 

 the source of the information;  

 how recent the information is;  

 how the reliability of the information was tested; and 

 what uncertainties (if any) are in the information.  

 

9. GLOSSARY 

A glossary defining technical terms and abbreviations used in the text should be included to help the 
general reader. 
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10. REFERENCES 

A bibliography of all references cited in the text of the EIS must be included.  
  

11. APPENDICES 

Cross-reference with the guidelines 

This section must provide a cross reference of the findings of the relevant sections of the EIS, where 
the potential impacts and mitigation measures associated with the project are described, with the 
corresponding sections of the EIS guidelines. 

 

12. STUDIES 

Major studies or reports that are conducted in the preparation of the EIS are to be included as 
appendices. 
 
Provide information about the study team including the qualifications and experience of the study team 
and specialist sub-consultants and expert reviewers. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

The objects and principles of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999 (Sections 3 and 3A) 

 

3. Objects of the Act 

The objects of the Act are: 

(a) to provide for the protection of the environment, especially those aspects of the environment that 
are matters of national environmental significance; 

(b) to promote ecologically sustainable development through the conservation and ecologically 
sustainable use of natural resources; 

(c) to promote the conservation of biodiversity; 

(ca)  to provide for the protection and conservation of heritage; 

(d) to promote a co-operative approach to the protection and management of the environment 
involving governments, the community, land-holders and indigenous peoples; 

(e)  to assist in the co-operative implementation of Australia's international environmental 
responsibilities; 

(f)  to recognise the role of indigenous people in the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of 
Australia's biodiversity; 

(g)  to promote the use of indigenous peoples' knowledge of biodiversity with the involvement of, and 
in co-operation with, the owners of the knowledge.  

 

3A. Principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development 

The following principles are principles of ecologically sustainable development: 

(a)  decision-making processes should effectively integrate both long-term and short-term economic, 
environmental, social and equitable considerations; 

(b)  if there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty 
should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation; 

(c)  the principle of inter-generational equity – that the present generation should ensure that the 
health, diversity and productivity of the environment is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of 
future generations; 

(d)  the conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity should be a fundamental 
consideration in decision-making; 

(e)  improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms should be promoted. 

 


