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23 October 2012 
 
 
 
Email: epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 
 
Attention: Jonathon Teasdal 
 
 
Commonwealth and Territories Section 
Environment Assessment and Compliance Division 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
GPO Box 787 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
 
Dear Jonathon   
 
REQUEST TO VARY PROPOSAL: SYDNEY INTERMODAL TERMINAL ALLIANCE (SIMTA) - 
MOOREBANK INTERMODAL TERMINAL PROJECT, SYDNEY, NSW 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
(EPBC Reference: 2011/6229) 

We refer to SIMTA’s ‘Referral of Proposed Action’ (Referral) which was submitted to the 
Australian Government Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities (Department) on 21 December 2011 in relation to SIMTA’s proposal to develop land 
at Moorebank NSW for use as an Intermodal Terminal Facility with rail link (Proposal).   

By this letter, SIMTA requests that the Minister accept a variation of the Proposal under section 
156A of the EPBC Act to incorporate additional land parcels not previously identified.  Details in 
relation to the proposed variation are outlined below, as required by the EPBC Act and 
Regulations, demonstrating that the character of the varied Proposal is substantially the same as 
the character of the original Proposal. 

1. Background 

On 23 January 2012, the Department provided notification that the Proposal was a controlled 
action under the EPBC Act and will require assessment and approval under the EPBC Act by way 
of Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  In that notification, the Department confirmed that the 
relevant matters of national environmental significance (being the controlling provisions) were: 

(a) listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 and 18A); and 

(b) Commonwealth land (sections 26 and 27A). 

The current status of the Proposal is that final EIS guidelines were issued to SIMTA on 28 June 
2012, prescribing the matters to be addressed in the EIS for the Proposal. 
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2. Nature of the activities proposed to be carried out / details of the proposed variation 

The design of the Proposal, with respect only to the alignment of the rail link, has been refined 
since submission of the Referral and an amendment is proposed to the southern boundary of the 
development as originally presented within ‘Section 1.6 – Lot Description’ of the Referral. This 
boundary change is a consequence of the relocation of the rail corridor further to the south of the 
original boundary to enable realignment of the proposed rail link within the existing East Hills 
Railway line corridor.  As a result of this boundary change, the boundaries of land tenure and the 
land parcels have been altered from those presented within the Referral.  

Details of property titles affected by the original and proposed rail link alignments are identified 
below in Table 1. Titles that had not previously been included in the Referral, which are subject to 
the proposed realignment of the rail link through the East Hills Railway line corridor and to its 
ultimate connection with the Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL), are also identified. 

 

Table 1 Affected property titles within realigned rail corridor 

Lot Deposited Plan 
Property 

Address/Description 
Owner 

Identified within 
the Referral 
(2011/6229) 

1 1048263 
Moorebank Avenue, 
Moorebank (SIMTA Site) 

SIMTA Yes 

3001 1125930 

Moorebank Avenue, 
Moorebank 
(land immediately south and 
south-west of SIMTA Site) 

The 
Commonwealth 
of Australia 

Yes 

1 825352 

East Hills Railway corridor 
land and land to the north of 
East Hills Railway corridor 

RailCorp NSW 

Yes 

2 825348 No 

1 1061150 No 

2 1061150 No 

1 712701 No 

7 833516  RailCorp NSW No 

5 833516 
Land north of East Hills 
Passenger Line, east of 
Cumberland & South 
Passenger Line and 
Southern Sydney Freight line 
and west of Georges River 
 

Helen Louise 
Kennett, Figela 
Pty Ltd and JC 
and FW Kennett 
Pty Ltd 

Yes 

51 515696 JC and FW 
Kennett Pty Ltd 

Yes 
52 517310 
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Lot Deposited Plan 
Property 

Address/Description 
Owner 

Identified within 
the Referral 
(2011/6229) 

104 1143827 

103 1143827 Figela Pty Ltd Yes 

91 1155962 JC and FW 
Kennett Pty Ltd 

No 

4 1130937 
Land west of the Georges 
River, north of the above 
privately owned land 

Commonwealth 
of Australia 

Yes 

6 833516 
Railway land along shared 
railway line – Cumberland & 
South Passenger Line and 
Southern Sydney Freight 
Lineain  

RailCorp NSW Yes 

101 1143827 

102 1143827 

Conveyance 
Book 76 

Number 361 RailCorp NSW No 

 

With reference to Table 1, SIMTA requests that the Proposal be varied to incorporate the following 
property titles which are located within the realigned rail corridor:  

 Lot 2/DP 825348 

 Lot 1/DP 1061150 

 Lot 2/DP 1061150 

 Lot 1/DP 712701 

 Lot 7/DP 833516 

 Lot 91/DP 1155962 

 Conveyance Book 76/Number 361 
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3. Reasons for the proposed variation 

Since lodgement of the Referral, SIMTA has redesigned the proposed rail link so that it extends 
further south and into the existing East Hills Rail Corridor in order to reduce the potential 
environmental impacts of the Proposal and to provide a safe and functional connection to the 
SSFL.  

Some of the reasons for the proposed variation include the beneficial outcomes which result from 
the proposed realignment, namely: 

 Reducing the impact to adjoining properties (including the School of Military 
Engineering). 

 Reducing vegetation clearing requirements. 

 Locating rail infrastructure within land zoned for such rail use (as the East Hills Rail 
corridor is zoned SP2-Special Infrastructure) being land that is already being used for 
a rail purpose.  

 Reducing the impact on potential archaeological deposits. 

 Reducing visual impact. 

 Reducing noise and vibration (alignment within existing land used for rail 
infrastructure) during construction. 

The proposal to realign the rail corridor to extend within the East Hills Railway Corridor was also a 
product of consultation and negotiation with relevant stakeholders including RailCorp and 
Australian Rail Track Corporation. 

 

4. The nature and extent of impacts of the variation on matters of national 
environmental significance 

The proposed realignment of the rail link and adjustment of the rail corridor boundary results in a 
development of substantially the same character as originally proposed and presented as an 
indicative rail link within the Referral and supporting documentation as provided on 
www.simtauploads.com.   

All of the owners of the above additional land parcels own other lands within the originally 
proposed rail corridor to which the Referral relates and therefore were provided with an opportunity 
to make written submissions to the Department in respect of the Proposal during the public 
exhibition of the Referral and draft EIS guidelines.  It is concluded that the nature, scale and extent 
of likely impacts associated with the proposed realignment of the rail corridor would not 
significantly vary from those identified for the indicative rail link presented and assessed for the 
purposes of the Referral.  In particular, the proposed variation has no further impact upon matters 
of national environmental significance because: 

(a) there is a reduction in the extent of clearing required as the rail link will be located 
within the cleared East Hills Rail Corridor which is currently used for rail infrastructure 
purposes and thereby a potential reduction to impacts on threatened species; and 

(b) the additional land parcels are already being used for rail infrastructure purposes the 
realignment will not result in impacts on any of the other matters of national 
environmental significance. 
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The assessments currently being prepared to inform and support the EIS (addressing the matters 
raised in the final EIS guidelines) are appropriate and continue to be relevant to the realigned rail 
link and will thoroughly address all potential environmental impacts of the Proposal (as varied). 

In reviewing the likely impacts associated with the proposed realignment of the rail link and the 
resultant adjustment to boundaries and affected property titles, it is considered that the proposed 
realignment presents additional opportunities to reduce the environmental impact of the Proposal 
and enhance beneficial impacts. 

On the basis of these conclusions, it is requested that the Minister accept this request to vary the 
Proposal pursuant to s156B of the EP&A Act.  SIMTA notes that if this request is accepted, 
s156D(1)(b) has the effect that anything done in relation to the original Proposal is taken to have 
been done in relation to the varied Proposal and accordingly SIMTA will be able to continue to rely 
upon the Department’s prior decisions in respect of its Referral and final EIS guidelines. 

 

We would be happy to discuss any aspect of this request further if required. Please contact 
Michael Yiend on (02)9080 1911 or 0409223147. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Michael Yiend 

Development Manager  

Qube Logistics Holdings on behalf of SIMTA 

 

 

Attachment 1: Proposed rail link alignment 
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This drawing and design is subject to Reid Campbell
(NSW) Pty Ltd copyright and may not be reproduced
without prior written consent. Contractor to verify all
dimensions on site before commencing work. Report all
discrepancies to project manager prior to construction.
Figured dimensions to be taken in preference to scaled
drawings. All work is to conform to relevant Australian
Standards and other Codes as applicable, together with
other Authorities' requirements and regulations.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE TO BE
VERIFIED BY A REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR.
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