
 
 

 
 
 
 

31 October 2013 

 

 

Attention: Ms Emma Cully (Director) 

QLD 2 /Environment Assessment Branch / Environment Assessment and Compliance Division 

Department of Sustainability Environment Water Populations and Community 

GPO Box 787 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 

Via email:  epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 

 

Dear Madam 

 

EPBC referral 2013/6734 – Request to Vary an Action – GWIZ Industrial Subdivision to Brooks Road and 

Smithfield Road, Gatton, Queensland 

 

We write on behalf of our client, the Lockyer Valley Regional Council.  Pursuant to the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the Act) and further to our recent discussions with the 

Department, we hereby request a variation to the aforementioned action subsequent to the Department’s 

referral decision. 

 

Enclosed for your consideration is our amended EPBC referral documentation, including supporting 

appendixes.  Provided below is an overview of the proposed variation’s compliance with Division 5.4 of the 

EPBC Regulations.  In short, our request is for a variation to the extent of land subject to the Department’s 

assessment.  We seek to amend our submission by limiting the area of consideration to (part of) both Lot 8 

RP189116 and Lot 3 SP154274.  The extent of each of these lots subject to this application is illustrated in 

the attached documentation. 

 

Pursuant to paragraph 156A(3)(b) of the Act, provided below is a summary of the information in support of 

the proposed variation.   

 

 

(a) details of the proposed variation to the action; 

 

The extent of land proposed to be subject to the Department’s assessment is indicated in the amended 

EPBC referral documentation included with this correspondence.  In summary, the land subject to the 

proposed controlled action is located over (part of) two allotments plus road reserve to the Warrego 

Highway:   

 

(part) Lot 8 RP189116 – 123 Brooks Road, Gatton Queensland 4343 

(part) Lot 3 SP154274 – 369 Smithfield Road, Gatton Queensland 4343 

Plus Warrego Highway Road Reserve 

 

A section of road reserve located along the southern border of the Warrego Highway (4.82ha in area) 

supporting a truck stop and vegetated land is to be utilised as the location for the sole highway access to 

the GWIZ site. 

 

 



 

 

(b) the reasons for the proposed variation; 

 

The proponent, in its endeavours to facilitate the timely establishment of the GWIZ project, has determined 

to condense the extent of land subject to the EPBC referral so that the application focusses on that amount 

of land required to establish land uses deemed necessary in the short to medium term.   

 

This has meant a significant reduction in the overall extent of land nominated for vegetation removal, as 

evidenced in the attached supporting information.  In effect, the extent of land intended for tree clearing is 

less than half that in the earlier application.  Given both the potential financial and ecological benefits of 

limiting the extent of clearing the proponent has determined to take this course of action.  The land subject 

to this amended EPBC application is intended for essential infrastructure such as roads and utility 

connections as well as future freehold titles for development as industrial and complementary commercial 

uses.  

 

 

(c) how the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental 

significance compare with those of the original proposal; 

 

The predicted impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental significance are 

greatly reduced as a result of this amendment to the proposal.  Full discussion on the impacts of the 

proposed works is provided in the attached EPBC referral documentation. 

 

 

(d) if applicable, the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national 

environmental significance not considered in the referral or assessment of the original 

proposal; 

 

Any impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental significance not considered in 

the referral or assessment of the original proposal are discussed in the amended EPBC referral 

documentation, attached. 

 

 

(e) if applicable, alternatives, mitigation measures and offsets to compensate for 

additional impacts on matters of national environmental significance. 

 

All mitigation and other compensatory measures are discussed in the attached EPBC referral 

documentation. 

 

  



 

 

We thank the Department for its consideration of this proposed variation.  Should you have any questions 

please do not hesitate to contact Town Planning Strategies on the details provided. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

 
 

Marcus Brooks 

Town Planner 


