
 
 

 
 
 
 

19 March 2013 

 

 

Attention: Ms Emma Cully (Director) 

QLD 2 /Environment Assessment Branch / Environment Assessment and Compliance Division 

Department of Sustainability Environment Water Populations and Community 

GPO Box 787 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 

Via email:  Cathy.Crozier@environment.gov.au 

  epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 

 

Dear Madam 

 

EPBC referral 2013/6734 – Request to Vary an Action – GWIZ Industrial Subdivision to Brooks Road and 

Smithfield Road, Gatton, Queensland 

 

We write on behalf of our client, the Lockyer Valley Regional Council.  Pursuant to the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the Act) and further to our recent discussions with the 

Department, we hereby request a variation to the aforementioned action subsequent to the Department’s 

referral decision. 

 

Enclosed for your consideration is our amended EPBC referral documentation, including supporting 

appendixes.  Provided below is an overview of the proposed variation’s compliance with Division 5.4 of the 

EPBC Regulations.  In short, our request is for a variation to the extent of land subject to the Department’s 

assessment.  In our initial submission Stage 1 of the GWIZ project was nominated for detailed assessment, 

with Stage 2 of GWIZ to be considered under a preliminary assessment (only).  We seek to amend our 

submission by nominating both Stages 1 and 2 of the GWIZ project for detailed assessment as a controlled 

action. 

 

Pursuant to paragraph 156A(3)(b) of the Act, provided below is a summary of the information in support of 

the proposed variation.   

 

 

(a) details of the proposed variation to the action; 

 

The extent of land proposed to be subject to the Department’s assessment is indicated in the amended 

EPBC referral documentation included with this correspondence is detailed in the attached documentation.  

In summary, the land subject to the proposed controlled action is located over five allotments plus road 

reserve to the Warrego Highway:   

 

Stage 1 Lot 8 RP189116 – 123 Brooks Road, Gatton Queensland 4343 

Lot 3 SP154274 – 369 Smithfield Road, Gatton Queensland 4343 

Stage 2 Lot 4 RP196089 – 369 Smithfield Rd, Gatton Queensland 4343 

Lot 5 RP196089 – 369 Smithfield Rd, Gatton Queensland 4343 

Lot 60 CA3120 – 369 Smithfield Rd, Gatton Queensland 4343 

 Plus Warrego Highway Road Reserve 

 



 

 

Stage 1 of GWIZ is located over two land parcels and totals approximately 42.71ha in area.  Stage 2 of GWIZ 

is located over three adjoining land parcels located directly to the east of Stage 1.  The area of development 

for Stage 2 will involve the majority of Lot 4 RP196089, approximately half of Lot 5 RP196089 and a small 

portion of Lot 60 CA3120.  The extent of land to be developed in Stage 2 totals approximately 45.56ha. 

A section of road reserve located along the southern border of the Warrego Highway (4.82ha in area) 

supporting a truck stop and vegetated land is to be utilised as the location for the sole highway access to 

the GWIZ site for both Stages 1 and 2. 

 

 

(b) the reasons for the proposed variation; 

 

Please note there were errors in the original EPBR referral made to the Department (in January 2013) to the 

extent that it appeared only Stage 1 of the GWIZ project was nominated for assessment.  The principal 

reason for the proposed variation, therefore, is to ensure a holistic approach to the assessment of the full 

extent of potential vegetation clearing (and hence the impact on local koala numbers) associated with the 

GWIZ project.   

 

Achieving the optimum benefit for the local and regional economy in terms of jobs created and new 

enterprises and industries attracted to the GWIZ site requires the availability for potential industrial 

development of all land nominated for clearing in both Stages 1 and 2 of GWIZ.  Therefore, the Lockyer 

Valley Regional Council requests that both Stages 1 and 2 of the project be assessed by the Department as 

one, unified project. 

 

 

(c) how the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental 

significance compare with those of the original proposal; 

 

The predicted impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental significance are 

similar to those associated with Stage 1 of the project.  The predominant ecological community intended 

for disturbance in Stage 1 is the same as that in Stage 2.  Full discussion on the impacts of the proposed 

works within Stage 2 is provided in the attached EPBC referral documentation. 

 

 

(d) if applicable, the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national 

environmental significance not considered in the referral or assessment of the original 

proposal; 

 

Any impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental significance not considered in 

the referral or assessment of the original proposal are discussed in the amended EPBC referral 

documentation, attached. 

 

 

(e) if applicable, alternatives, mitigation measures and offsets to compensate for 

additional impacts on matters of national environmental significance. 

 

All mitigation and other compensatory measures are discussed in the attached EPBC referral 

documentation. 

 

  



 

 

We thank the Department for its consideration of this proposed variation.  Should you have any questions 

please do not hesitate to contact Town Planning Strategies on the details provided. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

 
 

Marcus Brooks 

Town Planner 


