
 
 

 

09 April 2013 

Department of Sustainability, Environment,  
Water, Population and Communities 
Attn: Colette Boraso 
Assessment Officer 
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601  
 

Our ref: 22/15512 
 2806   
Your ref:  
 

Dear Colette,   

Dunbogan Flood Access Road EPBC 2013/6757 
Component of a larger action / varying the action 

Further to your email dated 26 March 2013, GHD provide the following information in order to progress 
the above referral and make your recommendations to the delegate. 

We understand that the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
(SEWPaC) considers the eastern section of Tip Gravel Road, beyond the current limit of works, is a 
component of the action referred within 2013/6757.  

We have therefore agreed to include this section of the road as part of the referral (EPBC 2013/6757) 
and have included additional information (below) to be incorporated into the existing referral process.  

To assist with clarifying the matter, we have updated one existing plan and prepared two additional plans 
(attached). 

 Figure 01 – Proposal location and layout - updated overview of full extent of works (i.e. Stage 
1 and 2). 

 Figure 02 – Future road connection to residential area – western extent of Tip Gravel Road 
now included in Stage 1. 

 Figure 03 – Stage 1 extent of works – full extent of works in Stage 1 (including western extent 
of Tip Gravel Road). 

Stage 1 works now comprise - scheduled reconstruction of Reid Street, The Boulevard (to Tip Gravel 
Road) and the western extent of Tip Gravel Road to a 20 year average recurrence interval (ARI) level 
and unscheduled pavement upgrades to the eastern extent of Tip Gravel Road (refer Figure 01 and 03).  

Stage 2 works comprise - pavement placement and rock revetment installation on Camden Head Road 
and would not impact on matters of national environmental significance and are not included in the 
referral (refer Figure 01). 

a) Tip Gravel Road – eastern extent 

The eastern extent of Tip Gravel Road, as shown on Figure 02 (attached), is outside the current extent of 
the proposed Tip Gravel Road upgrade. However, given the new residential development located on 
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Scarborough Way that has access to the eastern end of Tip Gravel Road, upgrade to the existing 
unsealed surface is likely in the future.  

Works would comprise necessary pavement upgrades so that the road becomes a sealed access way. 
Road design would be in accordance with necessary standards. This part of the road is not subject to 
flooding and therefore has been previously excluded from the proposed upgrade works referred to the 
Department. Given the elevation of the existing road, filling and associated vegetation clearing is not 
expected.  

The timing of the upgrade of the eastern extent of Tip Gravel Road (Figure 02) is dependent on the 
ongoing development of the housing estate on Scarborough Way. It is therefore outside the control of 
Port Macquarie Hastings Council. However, the works are not considered likely within the next three 
years. The existing residential development has sealed access from Scarborough Way on to Camden 
Head Road (to the north of the site), and therefore is not dependant on Tip Gravel Road for access.  

b) Likely impacts on matters of national environmental significance 

As described above, the eastern extent of Tip Gravel Road is a higher elevation than the western portion. 
As such, future road upgrades to this section of Tip Gravel Road would not require raising or filling to 
elevate them beyond flood levels. As filling would not be required, vegetation clearing would therefore 
not be necessary, as the upgrade construction works could be undertaken within the existing cleared 
width of the road reserve. Consequently, it is not likely that any future road works on this section of Tip 
Gravel Road would impose a significant impact on any matters of national environmental significance.  

We understand that including the last section of Tip Gravel Road as a part of the referred action (EPBC 
2013/6757) does not oblige Council to undertake this section of the upgrade any sooner than they 
currently intend.  

We trust that this additional information satisfies SEWPaC’s request. If you require anything further 
please contact the undersigned.  

Kind Regards 
GHD Pty Ltd  

Lisa King 
Senior Environmental Planner 
6620 6501  
 

Figure 01 – Proposal location and layout 

Figure 02 – Future road connection to residential area 

Figure 03 - Stage 1 extent of works 


