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DRAFT RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

Residential Development Lot 3, 500 Bussell Highway, Broadwater WA 
 (EPBC 2013/7098) 
 

1. Recommendation 

1.1. That the proposed action, to clear 1.7ha of Peppermint Trees (Agonis flexuosa), on 

Lot 3, 500 Bussell Highway, Broadwater, Western Australia, be approved subject to 

the conditions specified below. 

Table 1 

Proposed Conditions  

1. To mitigate impacts to the vulnerable Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus 

occidentalis) the person taking the action must not: 

a) clear more than 279 Peppermint Trees in the 1.7ha of planted Peppermint Trees 

(Agonis flexuosa) in the development area identified as 1A and 1B in   Figure 1; 

and  

b) undertake vegetation clearing during the Western Ringtail Possum’s optimum 

breeding season (1 April to 30 June). 

2. To mitigate potential impacts to the Western Ringtail Possum during the vegetation 

clearing, the person taking the action must:  

a) have a suitably qualified person to relocate Western Ringtail Possums in the 

development area and relocate the possum to surrounding remnant vegetation 

(identified in Figure 1) prior to clearing individual Peppermint Trees; and 

b) avoid soil disturbance along the remnant area edges and within three meters of 

the base of the Peppermint Tree trunks to be retained. 

3. To mitigate potential impacts to the Western Ringtail Possum, the person taking the 

action must:  

a) retain a minimum of 0.5 ha of remnant vegetation within areas identified as 2A and 

2B in Figure 1; 

b) retain existing Peppermint Trees in the offset zones identified as 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B 

and 4C specified in Figure 1; 

c) revegetate a total of 626 Peppermint Trees, including understory planting of 

thickets and sedges in the offset zones ensuring that; 

i. the Peppermint Trees planted are spaced to ensure the mature Peppermint 

Trees obtain canopy closure; 

ii. the Spyridium globulosum thickets and Lepidosperma gladiatum sedges planted 

amongst the existing and planted Peppermint Trees in the offset zones form a 

dense ground cover refuge and continuous corridor of Western Ringtail Possum 

habitat ; 

iii. the revegetation of Peppermint Trees and understorey planting in the offset 

zones must occur no less than 6 months prior to the commencement of the 
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action; 

iv. if after two years revegetation works haven’t achieved 80% survivorship, replant 

each year to reach criteria; and 

v. undertake biannual weed control at revegetation locations for a minimum of five 

(5) years from the commencement of revegetation.  

4. The person taking the action must within 12 (twelve) months of the vegetation 

clearing provide written evidence to the Department that: 

a) the revegetation has occurred in the offset zones identified in Figure 1; and 

b) the status of the offset zones as Public Open Space under the WA Town Planning 

and Development Act, 1928, under WA Department of Planning; or ‘A’ Class 

Reserve in the category of ‘conservation and recreation’ through the Western 

Australian Department of Regional Development and Lands.  

5. Within 30 business days after the commencement of the action, the person taking 

the action must advise the Department in writing of the actual date of 

commencement. 

6. The person taking the action must maintain accurate records substantiating all 

activities associated with or relevant to the conditions of approval and make them 

available upon request to the Department. Such records may be subject to audit by the 

Department or an independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, 

or used to verify compliance with the conditions of approval. Summaries of audits will be 

posted on the Department’s website. The results of audits may also be publicised 

through the general media.   

7.  Within three months of every twelve (12) month anniversary of the commencement of 

the action, the person taking the action must submit a report to the Department 

detailing compliance with each of the conditions of this approval. Each report must 

document evidence of the compliance with dates plus any non-compliance with the 

conditions of this approval.  

8. If, at any time after five (5) years from the date of this approval, the person taking the 

action has not commenced the action, then the person taking the action must not 

commence the action without the written agreement of the Minister. 

Definitions: 

Clear (clearing) is defined as the cutting down, felling, thinning, logging, removing, killing, 
destroying, poisoning, ringbarking, uprooting or burning of native vegetation. 

Commencement see commencement of the action 

Commencement of the action is the clearing of the 1.7ha of planted Peppermint Trees and 
includes any preparatory works required to be undertaken including the erection of any fences, 
signage or on-site temporary structures and the use of construction or excavation equipment on 
site for the purpose of breaking the ground or buildings or infrastructure. 

Criteria is the 80% survivorship for the revegetation 
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Development area includes1.7ha of peppermint trees as indicated as 1A in Figure 1 and 1.4ha 
of existing drive-in cinema infrastructure as indicated as 1B in Figure 1. 

Department is the Australian Government Department administering the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

EPBC Act is the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

Optimum breeding season (1 April to 30 June) for Western Ring tailed Possums is 
approximately Autumn. This ensures that lactation and weaning occurs in spring when new 
shoots are abundant on the Peppermint Trees. 

Offset zones are the areas identified in (Figure1) and includes the 1.4ha offset described as : 

 0.5ha of remnant vegetation on site to be reserved (2A and 2B);  

 0.2ha along the Bussell Highway buffer on site to be revegetated (4A);  

 0.1ha  onsite along cross road reserve to be revegetated (3A);  

 0.2ha along the eastern and southern boundary to be revegetated (3B and 4C); and 

 0.4ha offsite at the Cross Road reserve to be revegetate (4B). 

Public Open Space is managed by State Government for public access and on this site is to 
include vegetation corridors to the north east and south of the development area to facilitate 
movement of the Western Ring Tailed Possum.  

Person taking the action means the person to whom the approval is granted. 

Peppermint Tree(s) is Agonis flexuosa 

Minister is the Minister administering the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 and includes a delegate of the Minister.  

Relocate is to move WRP from the development area to the remnant area. 

Remnant area is identified as 2A and 2B in Figure 1. 

Retain is to remain in a place. 

Replant replace with equivalent species. 

Revegetate (revegetation) is the planting of a total of 626 Peppermint Trees, and understory 
species of Spyridium globulosum thickets and Lepidosperma gladiatum sedges in the offset 
zones to create a dense understory for WRP habitat. 

Soil disturbance is compacting, digging or removing of soil. 

Suitably qualified person means a person with the requisite training and/or experience relating 
to the Western Ring Tailed Possum, or requisite training and/or experience in identifying specific 
habitat features or similar. Generally, the requisite training and experience will include tertiary 
qualifications in a suitable area of study (such as natural resources, environmental sciences, 
zoology or botany) and a minimum of five years of ecological field work experience, relating to the 
WRP, their habitat or identification of specific habitat features at a minimum. Qualifications may 
include but not exclusively be an approved Regulation 15 Western Australian Department of 
Parks and Wildlife (WA DPaW) fauna relocation license. 

Survivorship is the living Peppermint Trees, Spyridium globulosum thickets and Lepidosperma 
gladiatum sedges 

Understorey planting consists of Spyridium globulosum thickets and Lepidosperma gladiatum 
sedges copying the understory density of the remnant vegetation patches identified as 2A and 2b 
in Figure 1. 

Vegetation clearing is the removal of 12 trees >100mm breast height diameter from offset zones 
1A and 267 trees >100mm breast height diameter from offset zone 1B. Vegetation clearing is 
only to occur in the1.7ha development area determined in Figure 1. 

Western Ringtail Possum is Pseudocheirus occidentalis 
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Western Ringtail Possum Core Habitat area is identified in the Background paper to EPBC Act 
Policy Statement 3.10: Significant impact guidelines for the vulnerable western ringtail possum 
(Pseudocheirus occidentalis) in the southern Swan Coastal Plain, Western Australia. Department 
of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, 2009, and City of Busselton Draft Western 
Ringtail Possum habitat protection and enhancement Strategy April 2012 
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Figure 1: Site map showing Developable Area and Offset Zone 
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2. Background 

Description of the project and location 

2.1 The proponent Jones Cinewest Drive-ins Pty Ltd is proposing to clear vegetation and 

remove existing cinema infrastructure for a future residential development. The proposed 

site lies 5.5 km west southwest of Busselton approximately 225 km south of Perth 

(Figure 2). 

2.2 The proposed action will clear 1.7 ha of Peppermint trees (Agonis flexuosa) which is 

known as core habitat for Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis)              

(Figure 3).  A rezoning application for the residential development is under consideration 

with the City of Busselton council.  Details of the residential development are yet to be 

confirmed. 

2.3 The development footprint is 4.0469 ha. The proposed development area is 3.1 ha 

consisting of 1.4ha cinema infrastructure surrounded by 1.7ha of Peppermint Trees 

planted in rows over 50 years ago. 

2.4 The proponent has proposed an offset and mitigation package to reserve and revegetate 

1.4ha both onsite and offsite in the immediate area determined as the offset zones  

(Figure 1).  Further discussion of the offset package is at 5:11 to 5:21. 

 

Description of the environment 

2.5 The proposed site lies within one kilometre of the Geographe Bay coast on the southern 

Swan Coastal Plain. Residential developments are scattered amongst coastal Peppermint 

communities along the coastal fringe.  Large areas of cleared grazing and farm lands are 

located further inland with west flowing ephemeral rivers flowing back towards the coast.  

2.6 The coastal peppermint community is located on sands with perched or shallow fresh 

groundwater generally one kilometre from the coast. A large ephemeral water body known 

as The Broadwater is located 500m to the south of the proposed site and is part of the 

New River water drainage system.  An open channel drains the Vasse River to the Bay 

blocking the ephemeral drainage from The Broadwater to the Wonnerup and Vasse River 

Ramsar site, 10 km to the north.  

2.7 The coastal strip has the highest known population density of the Western Ringtail 

Possum (WRP) and has been mapped as ‘core habitat’ in the Significant Impact 

Guidelines for the vulnerable Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) in 

the southern Swan Coastal Plain, Western Australia. 

Alternatives 

2.8 No alternative to undertaking the proposed action have been considered.  
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3. Controlling provisions, assessment approach and public consultation 

3.1 On 17 December 2013, the proposed action was referred to the Department. On  

20 January 2014, the project was determined to be a controlled action due to likely 

significant impacts on listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 and 18A), 

in particular the listed vulnerable Western Ringtail Possum. At this time it was also 

decided that the action would be assessed by referral information. 

3.2 The referral was available for public comment between 17 December 2013 and 7 January 

2014, no public submissions were received. 

 

4. State/Territory Assessment and Approval 

4.1 The Western Australian Office of the Environmental Protection Authority (WA OEPA) was 

notified by letter of the proposal on 20 December 2014 and responded 7 January 2014, 

stating that no referral had been received regarding this project. 

4.2  No clearing permits have been obtained from the City of Busselton.  The Environmental 

Protection (Clearing of native vegetation) regulations 2004 (Clearing Regulations) regulates 

actions when clearing vegetation. This referral was to determine the development area 

before seeking a permit for vegetation clearing with the City of Busselton.   

4.3  Preliminary consultation, confirmed by email, between the City of Busselton and the 

proponent, state that the proposed offsets will be protected under the State Government as 

Public Open Space as part of the re-zoning application. 

 

5. Assessment 

Mandatory Considerations – section 136(1)(a) Part 3 - controlling provisions 

5.1. The proposal was determined a controlled action for the listed threatened species and 

ecological communities (sections 18 and 18A) controlling provisions of the EPBC Act.  This 

controlling provision is discussed below. 

 

Listed threatened species and ecological communities (sections 18 and 18A) 

Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) - Vulnerable 

 

http://www.gondwananet.com/images/common-ringtail-possums-by-kookr.jpg
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5.2. The vulnerable Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus occidentialis) (WRP) has a patchy 

distribution stretching from the Collie River to Two Peoples Bay in Western Australia, 

occurring most commonly in coastal or near coastal forest that includes Peppermint trees as 

a major component. The WRP preferred habitat in the Busselton region is in Peppermint 

woodland. 

5.3. The species is highly arboreal, resting, feeding and socialising in the canopy and rarely being 

seen on the ground. An individual’s home range is usually less than five hectares and in the 

high density populations in the southern Swan Coastal Plain can be as low as one hectare. 

Their home range is dependent on interacting factors, such as population density, habitat 

productivity and climatic conditions. Canopy cover and ground vegetation can influence 

availability of shelter. 

5.4. Threats to the WRP include habitat loss and fragmentation by clearing. Clearing may directly 

impact WRP by loss of refuge, loss of foraging habitat and potentially the accidental killing of 

individuals during clearing. Additional impacts may include the loss of canopy linkage thereby 

increasing pressure for WRP to come to the ground where they are vulnerable to a range of 

predators such as fox, cat, dogs, owls and pythons. 

5.5. According to the WRP Interim Recovery Plan (WA Department of Conservation and Land 

Management) the preferred management option for existing populations of WRP is to 

conserve them in situ. Specifically by retaining stands of Peppermint Trees within the 

development site retaining corridors of peppermint stands within and around development 

areas and strategic plantings. 

5.6. The National Recovery Plan for the Western Ringtail Possum states that the recovery of the 

Western Ringtail Possum to a self sustaining state will require the persistence of robust 

populations and implementation of recovery actions. The consolidation and (in some areas) 

re-building of habitat for the WRP will be crucial to the recovery of the species. 

Impacts 

5.7. The proposed action involves clearing of 1.7 ha of planted Peppermint Trees (~279 trees) 

known as core habitat for WRP.  

5.8. During the site surveys most of WRP activity was recorded in the two remnant patches. 

Fifteen possums were identified by spotlight in the nocturnal survey and twenty seven dreys 

(nests of small sticks and foliage used for daytime refuge) were located during the daytime 

survey. Five dreys were described as old and not currently used, indicating the site had been 

used over time. Very dense undergrowth was identified in the southern remnant patch 

providing potentially large areas for refuge. This area showed the largest number of WRP 

sightings, dreys, tree hollows and scats.  Other sittings were identified outside the proposed 

site indicating that the proposed site is part of an active corridor. 

5.9. Although the surveys did not identify large possum activity in the1.7ha of planted Peppermint 

Trees this does not discount the importance of this area to the WRP as foraging habitat and 

refuge. Clearing vegetation from a large part of the site will affect connectivity, dispersal 

linkages and ultimately genetic transfer. The dispersal linkage is the movement of WRP 

between the remnant areas on the proposed site as well as connectivity in the wider WRP 

core habitat area. 
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5.10. Impacts that may occur as a result of the proposed action include increased competition for 

territory which may result in displacement of individuals, disruption from construction noise 

and construction traffic, overgrazing of habitat and impacts on tree health leading to a 

reduction in site carrying capacity and, the potential for increased predation from feral 

animals and vehicle strike. 

Avoidance, mitigation and offset 

5.11. The proponent has prepared an Offset Development Plan.   It documents the proponent’s 

commitment to:  

5.11.1.  Maximise the retention of good quality vegetation and improve the 

connectivity of the vegetation corridor on the site. 

5.11.2.  Revegetate and improve the quality of the vegetation for WRP habitat 

onsite as well as offsite.  

5.12. The proponent is supportive of retaining trees on site to facilitate corridor movement for the 

WRT as well as developing off-site strategies ahead of the rezoning. The two areas of native 

remnant vegetation supporting an intact understorey are to be retained. Vegetation condition 

of both remnant patches in baseline flora and vegetation surveys was rated as ‘very good’.  

Understorey vegetation provides daytime refuges for WRPs and the majority of the sightings 

during the targeted surveys were located in remnant areas with intact understorey 

vegetation. 

5.13. The proponent has provided a 1.4ha Offset Development Plan reserving 0.5ha of remnant 

vegetation on site and replanting 0.9ha WRP habitat of trees and ground species both onsite 

and offsite in the land buffering the proposed site (Figure 1).   

5.14. By planting Peppermint Trees in the vegetation gaps and under planting the mature 

Peppermint Trees with understorey species, habitat for the WRP will increase within a short 

period of time.  The groundcover species nominated for replanting are identified as already 

being used as drey sites for daytime refuge in the remnant areas. Planting of Peppermint 

Trees and understory species as outlined in the conditions will improve the corridor 

connectivity and increase the potential for drey sites. 

5.15. There are several areas that currently form gaps in the vegetation and disrupt connectivity. It 

is proposed that a total of 0.9 ha will be revegetated (Figure 1). These areas include:  

 Bussell Highway road verge (0.2ha) listed as ‘Remnant Vegetation Buffer’ in the 

Broadwater Structure Plan;  

 The Cross Road road reserve (0.4 ha) which adjoins the eastern boundary of the 

proposed site and is shown on the Broadwater Structure Plan as a 19 m wide 

‘Vegetation Link’; 

 A 0.1 ha strip along the eastern boundary ; and 

 A 0.2ha along the southern boundary buffering the Public Open Space vested with 

the City of Busselton. 
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5.16. The revegetation will provide a continuous corridor of mature trees and dense undergrowth 

extending from the wide 10m northern verge fronting the Bussell Highway; along the eastern 

boundary with the Cross Road road reserve as a large area of vegetation incorporating the 

isolated remnant areas; and the intact vegetation along the southern boundary of the 

property adjacent to the1.1ha area of existing Public Open Space further south. 

5.17. Revegetation activities will include the planting of Peppermint Trees and local understory 

shrubs Spyridium globulosum and sedges Lepidosperma gladiatum to be established before 

the proposed clearing so as to provide habitat refuges for WRP away from the construction.  

5.18. The proponent proposes that the entire corridor will be zoned as Public Open Space and 

vested with the City of Busselton as part of the rezoning to be transferred to the State 

Government for future management.  

5.19. The proponent proposes three new Peppermint Trees to be replanted (~837) in the offset 

zones for every one tree removed (~279) from the developable area. The trees, shrubs and 

understorey will be planted as part of revegetation activities within and adjacent to the 

proposed site.  

5.20. Planting a total of 626 Peppermint Trees and understorey shrubs and sedges (Spyridium 

globulosum and Lepidosperma gladiatum) in the offset zones would satisfy the requirements 

of the Department’s Offset Policy.  

5.21. The conditions specify the planting density requirements for the Peppermint Trees to allow 

for canopy closure at maturity.  The understorey species are required to be planted between 

the trees to provide dense undergrowth, suitable habitat and protection for WRP.  

5.22. In the instance that the full complement of offset trees, shrubs and sedges cannot be 

appropriately spaced within the offset zones (Figure1), negotiations will occur with the 

proponent regarding additional compensatory measures such as retaining and revegetating 

additional habitat on site or in a suitable offsite area within the City of Busselton WRP core 

habitat area.    

Conclusion 

5.23. The proponent has provided a package of mitigation measures that includes the retention 

and revegetation of habitat on site and revegetation of degraded WRP habitat adjacent to the 

site to assist in the long-term persistence of the species.  If the number of trees to be 

replanted cannot be accommodated in the offset zones then the Department recommends an 

additional area be revegetated onsite or additional offsite area selected in the WRP core 

habitat area within the City of Busselton. The Department considers that the clearance of 

1.7ha of WRP will be acceptable, provided the action is undertaken in accordance with the 

recommended conditions and the mitigation and offset measures are implemented. 

5.24. Having considered all matters required to be considered under the EPBC Act, the 

Department recommends the proposed action be approved subject to the recommended 

conditions.  

6. Considerations for Approval and Conditions 

Mandatory considerations – section 136(1)(b) Economic and social matters 
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6.1. The surrounding land zoning is residential. Increasingly, residential developments are being 

located in areas that are core habitat for the WRP.  This proposal is determining the 

developable area for the residential development before the rezoning of the land to better 

consider the exact habitat requirements of the WRP. This process will ultimately be a saving 

in time and money. 

Factors to be taken into account – section 391 – Precautionary Principle  

6.2. You are required to take account of the precautionary principle in making your decision 

whether to approve the proposed action in accordance with this recommendation – “that lack 

of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing a measure to prevent 

degradation of the environment where there are threats of serious or irreversible 

environmental damage”.  

6.3. The Department has considered the precautionary principle in making this recommendation. 

The Department does not consider that, subject to the conditions proposed, the proposed 

action is likely to cause serious or irreversible environmental damage or to prevent measures 

to avoid such damage.  

Factors to be taken into account – section 136(2)(a) Principles of ecologically 

sustainable development 

6.4. One of the objects of the EPBC Act is to promote ecologically sustainable development 

through the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of natural resources. Section 3A 

of the EPBC Act lists the principles of ecologically sustainable development as follows:  

a) decision-making processes should effectively integrate both long-term and short-term 

economic, environmental, social and equitable considerations;  

b) if there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full 

scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent 

environmental degradation;  

c) the principle of inter-generational equity—that the present generation should ensure 

that the health, diversity and productivity of the environment is maintained or enhanced 

for the benefit of future generations;  

d) the conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity should be a 

fundamental consideration in decision-making; 

e) improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms should be promoted. The 

impacts of the proposed action have been adequately identified and the environmental 

costs of the project evaluated. By requiring the provision of on-site and off-site 

mitigations and offsets, the conservation values potentially lost as a result of the 

proposal have been accounted for. 

 
6.5. In formulating this recommendation, the Department has taken into account the principles of 

ecologically sustainable development. In particular: 

6.5.1. This assessment documentation contains information on the long-term and 

short-term economic, environmental, social and equitable considerations that are 

relevant to the decision and are presented for your consideration. 
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6.6. Any lack of certainty related to the potential impacts of the projects is addressed by 

conditions that require the preparation of detailed strategies to avoid adverse impacts. 

 The proposed conditions will ensure potential impacts on EPBC Act protected matters are 

reduced and mitigated to the greatest extent possible. Any residual impacts that are 

regarded as significant in accordance with the Department’s policies and guidelines are 

required to be offset. The purpose of offsets is to ensure the proposed action results in 

conservation gains for the environment which will be maintained in the long-term. Those 

conditions allow for the project to be delivered and operated in a sustainable way to protect 

the environment for future generations and preserve the above listed EPBC Act listed 

protected matters throughout the duration of the impacts of the action.  

 The Department has considered the importance of conserving biological diversity and 

ecological integrity in relation to all of the controlling provisions for this project, and the 

advice provided within this document reflects that consideration.  

 The Department’s advice includes reference to and consideration of information on the 

benefits and impacts of the project. The Department has sought to ensure that financial costs 

of compliance with the proposed approval decision are reasonable to the extent that the 

project can proceed whilst also making a fair contribution to environmental protection.  

Factors to be taken into account – section 136(2)(ba) – referral information 

6.7. In accordance with section 136(2)(ba), this document forms the recommendation report 

relating to the action given to the Minister under section 93(5). 

Person’s environmental history – section 136(4)  

6.8. The proponent states in the referral documentation that they have a satisfactory record of 

responsible environmental management and have not been subject to any proceedings 

under a Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection of the environment or the 

conservation and sustainable use of natural resources.  

6.9. The Department has no reason to consider that the proponent would be unwilling or unable 

to undertake this proposed action in accordance with the recommended conditions. 

Considerations in deciding on condition – section 134 

6.10. In accordance with section 134(4), in deciding whether to attach a condition to an 

approval the Minister must consider: 

(a) any relevant conditions that have been imposed, or the Minister considers are likely to 

be imposed, under a law of a State or self-governing Territory or another law of the 

Commonwealth on the taking of the action;  

(aa)  information provided by the person proposing to take the action or by the 

designated proponent of the action;  

The information provided by the person proposing to take the action and the 

designated proponent (specifically the referral documentation at Attachment B of the 

proposed approval decision briefing package) has been considered. The person 

proposing to take the action will be consulted on the proposed decision. 
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(b) the desirability of ensuring as far as practicable that the condition is a cost effective 

means for the Commonwealth and a person taking the action to achieve the object of 

the condition 

The Department considers that the conditions recommended in this report are, as far 

as is practicable, a cost effective means for the Australian Government and the person 

taking the action to achieve the objectives of the conditions.  

7. Conclusion 

7.1. The Department considers that the likely impacts of the proposed action on listed 

threatened species will be acceptable, provided the action is undertaken in 

accordance with the recommended conditions and the mitigation and offset measures 

are implemented. Having considered all matters required to be considered under the 

EPBC Act, the Department recommends the proposed action be approved, subject to 

the recommended conditions. 

8. Material used to prepare draft Recommendation Report 

The following documents were used to prepare this Draft Recommendation Report: 

 Referral information and attachments: 
o Referral submitted to the Department on 17 December 2013. 
o Referral decision brief EPBC 2013/7098 signed 2 January 2014. 

 Department of Environment and Heritage (2006) EPBC Act Policy Statement 1.1: Significant 
Impact Guidelines – Matters of National Environmental Significance. 

 Background paper to EPBC Act Policy Statement 3.10: Significant impact guidelines for the 

vulnerable western ringtail possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) in the southern Swan 

Coastal Plain, Western Australia. Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the 

Arts, 2009 

 Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities (2011) Species 
Profile and Threats database (SPRAT) Profile, Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus 
occidentalis) 

 Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) Interim Recovery Plan 1997-1999. 
Andrew A Burbidge and Paul de Tores, February 1998. 

 EPBC Act Policy Statement 3.10: Significant impact guidelines for the vulnerable western 
ringtail possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) in the southern Swan Coastal Plain, Western 
Australia. Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, 2009. 

 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Environmental Offsets Policy 
October 2012. 

 Western Ring Tailed Possum Survey of Lot 3 Busselton Drive-in Bussell Highway Broadwater 

 Flora & Vegetation survey Busselton Drive –In, Onshore Environmental, May 2013 

 City of Busselton Draft Western Ring Tailed Possum habitat protection and enhancement 
Strategy April 2012 
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Attachments 

 Background paper to EPBC Act Policy Statement 3.10: Significant impact guidelines for the 
vulnerable western ringtail possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) in the southern Swan 
Coastal Plain, Western Australia. Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the 
Arts, 2009 

 City of Busselton Draft Western Ring Tailed Possum habitat protection and enhancement 
Strategy April 2012 
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Figure 2: site location 
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Figure 3: Core habitat for Western Ring Tailed Possum, arrow indicates location of site. 

 

 


