
 

 

From: Michael  
Sent: Thursday, 17 April 2014 5:14 PM 

To: 'CHAPPELL Max' 

Cc:  
Subject: RE: EPBC Ref: 2014/7172 _ Eradication of Yellow Crazy Ant in and next to the Wet Tropics 

World Heritage Area [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

 

Hello  Max 
 
I have attached a letter to Mr Andrew McLean and a decision notice in relation to your 
request to vary EPBC referral 2014/7172. 
 
The delegate has agreed to vary the original proposal by removing the first application of S-
methoprene over 20 hectares of lowland forest within the World Heritage Area. Please note 
that the remainder of the referred action should not be commenced until either a decision is 
made that it is not a controlled action or, if the proposal is determined a controlled action, a 
decision is taken whether to approve the action or not.  
 
Finally, as noted in the referral and below, it is important that all bait application be 
undertaken in accordance with product label directions.  
 
Please contact me if you have any questions on this variation or the EPBC process. 
 
Regards 
 
 
[Signature block removed] 
 
 
From: CHAPPELL Max  
Sent: Wednesday, 16 April 2014 5:45 PM 

To: Michael 

Subject: EPBC Ref: 2014/7172 _ Eradication of Yellow Crazy Ant in and next to the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage Area 

 
Michael 
 
Thank you for the advice and assistance you provided during our phone conversation this afternoon 
regarding the above referral application. 
 
As discussed, this proposed action involves a 3-year Yellow Crazy Ant (YCA) Eradication program with 
proposals to use 3 different types of insecticides (fipronil, s-methoprene, pyriproxyfen). 
 
As explained, WTMA has scheduled the week commencing 28 April 2014 for the initial aerial 
application using Engage (S-methoprene) over 20ha of lowland forest which lies just within the World 
Heritage boundary (Mt Peter – Bentley Park area just south of Cairns).  This timing is considered critical 
and is based on scientific and expert advice provided by Dr Lori Lach (JCU, Cairns) and Ben Hoffman 
(CSIRO, NT) – both recognised experts in tramp ant control.  
 
Dr Lach has been undertaking monitoring of the phenology of the YCA reproductive phases for WTMA, 
and it has been determined that all virgin YCA queens have finished emerging from pupae as at the 
end of March. The 28 April date for the first round of treatment has been scheduled in order to apply 3 
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rounds of baiting every 90 days before the YCA commence their reproductive phase again in 
November. 
 
I appreciate due process needs to be applied to the WTMA referral and note your advice that the 
period of public consultation does not end until 23 April and that WTMA should receive advice about 
the referral by 7 May 2014. Given this timing conflict, I am therefore seeking a variation to the referral 
by removing the initial baiting round from the proposed activity. The reasoning behind this request is 
that this initial treatment is considered extremely low risk and low impact in terms of MNES. Evidence 
in support of this advice includes the following: 
 

 This initial baiting round only involves the aerial application of Engage (s-methoprene) 

 S-methoprene is an Insect Growth Regulator (IGR). IGRs are chemicals that inhibit the life cycle of 
an insect. Unlike classic insecticides (e.g. fipronil), IGRs do not affect an insect's nervous system 
and are considered biochemical pesticides rather than toxins because rather than controlling 
target pests through direct toxicity, they interfere with an insect’s life cycle and prevent it from 
reaching maturity or reproducing. 

 S methoprene, has been extensively tested with many kinds of organisms. The methoprenes are 
not harmful to birds or mammals, but can be somewhat toxic to some fish and aquatic 
invertebrates. Risk assessments show that the concentrations of active ingredient in aquatic 
environments, if the products are used according to label directions, should be well below the 
levels that are harmful in laboratory toxicity tests. 

 None of the four active ingredients in S-methoprene are expected to have harmful effects on 
wildlife or the environment when used as specified on the product labels  

 No adverse effects were reported following investigations on the effects of methoprene on various 
life stages of different amphibian species. 

 While individuals of 2 species of threatened frog (Australian Lacelid and Common Mist Frog) have 
been recorded within the treatment area (associated with riparian zones) their core activity period 
in terms of breeding and feeding in adults; and in terms of eggs and tadpoles in streams, has now 
been completed i.e. core activity occurs during the months of  September to March. 

 The watercourses within the treatment area are limited in extent and intermittent in nature. 

 The area of YCA infestation has recently been carefully delimited so that bait will not be applied 
unnecessarily to land outside the area of delimitation (20ha total) 

 Within this 20ha of the WHA, YCA are decimating wildlife. Even to the untrained eye or ear, it is 
apparent the YCA colonies have created an ‘ecological desert’ resulting in lack of wildlife and no 
bush sounds such as bird calls. When one moves beyond the advancing YCA ‘front’ however, 
native invertebrates, reptiles and birds abound. 

 If YCA control action is not taken at the scheduled time it could well compromise the outcome of 
the overall project. The potential opportunity to eradicate this 20ha YCA infestation may be lost, 
resulting in a high risk that YCA will invade throughout the Wet Tropics WHA and impact on the 
integrity and attributes that contribute to having the Wet Tropics WHA recognised as being of 
outstanding universal value. 

 
Given the above evidence and advice, and the relatively benign nature of the IGR s-methoprene on 
wildlife; the Authority seeks to have the initial baiting round removed from the referral.  This would 
allow the Authority to undertake timely treatment according to best scientific advice, while at the 
same time provide for due process for assessment of the proposed 3-year baiting program which 
involves a mix of different treatments. 
 
Your urgent consideration of this request is therefore sought. 
 
Regards 
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Max Chappell 
Manager Planning and Conservation 
Wet Tropics Management Authority 
www.wettropics.gov.au 
 
 
 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/

