
Attachment C 
 
 

Strategic Assessment -  Endorsement Criteria: 
 
The EPBC Act permits the Australian Government Minister for the Environment, 
Heritage and the Arts to approve the taking of actions or classes of actions in 
accordance with an endorsed policy, plan or program (section 146B).  The effect of 
such a decision is that the approved actions or classes of actions would not need 
further approval from the Minister under the EPBC Act.  
 
When deciding whether to endorse a policy, plan, or program the Minister must be 
satisfied that the assessment report adequately addresses the impacts to which the 
agreement relates, and that any recommendations to modify the policy, plan or 
program have been responded to appropriately.  
 
In determining whether or not to endorse the Plan the Minister will have regard to the 
extent to which the Plan meets the Objects of the EPBC Act.  In particular, that it: 

• protects the environment, especially matters of National Environmental 
Significance; 

• promotes ecologically sustainable development;  
• promotes the conservation of biodiversity; and  
• provides for the protection and conservation of heritage. 

 
Accordingly, the Plan should: 

• prevent actions from being taken in any location that have an impact on 
matters of National Environmental Significance or of high biodiversity or 
heritage value); or 

• where potential impacts can not be avoided, then the impacts should be less 
than significant; and   

• provide for effective management, mitigation or offset of the likely impacts; 
and 

• contain an effective system of adaptive management that is independently 
audited and publicly reported. 

 
The extent to which the Plan adequately incorporates the precautionary principle and 
the other principles of ecologically sustainable development, in particular, 
intergenerational equity in relation to areas containing matters the Minister considers 
have a high likelihood of being potentially eligible for listing as matters of National 
Environment Significance, will also be considered. 
 
In arriving at a decision to approve an action or a class of actions the Minister must 
act in accordance with his obligations, including giving consideration to: 

• issues relevant to any matter protected by a provision of the EPBC Act; and 
• social and economic matters. 
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