
 

 - 1 -

 
 
 
Draft Terms of Reference for Strategic Assessment of a Plan for 
a Common-User Liquefied Natural Gas Hub Precinct in the 
Kimberley Region 
 
 

1. Project Purpose 
 
The Report, referred to in clause 6.1 of the agreement, of the impacts of the 
actions under the Plan must include a general description of the purpose that a 
Common-User Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Hub (the Precinct) will serve, 
including what resources the Precinct will need to function, the scope of related 
activities, the estimated life of the Precinct and the regional context in which the 
Precinct will operate.  

 
2. Description of the Plan 
 
The Report must include a description of the Plan to which the agreement relates, 
including (but not limited to) identifying the person(s) or authority responsible for 
its adoption or implementation, their jurisdiction and a general description of the 
management arrangements required to ensure the Plan is implemented 
successfully. 
 
3. Project Justification and Need 
 
The Report must provide a justification for the need to develop the Precinct.  The 
Report should include an analysis of the socio-economic issues/implications 
associated with the development of the Precinct.  
  
4. Short-Listing Process 
 
The Report must include a copy of the finalised site selection criteria, and a 
comprehensive description of how the proposed site(s) for the Precinct were 
identified including (but not limited to) consideration of: 

• EPBC Act matters of National Environmental Significance (both current 
and identified as prospective); 

• land tenure; 
• the feasibility and technical constraints as identified by the oil and gas 

industry; 
• regional environmental and social context and other relevant socio-

economic matters; and 
• The feasibility of alternative locations for the Precinct outside the 

Kimberley Region.  
 
5. The Environment Likely to be Affected  
 
The Report must provide a detailed description of the environment likely to be 
affected by the Plan and its associated infrastructure activities. This description 
must identify the environmental assets and characteristics, including biophysical 
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processes associated with the site(s) selected in the Plan and the surrounding 
terrestrial and marine environments likely to be directly or indirectly impacted, for 
example: 
 
a) components of biodiversity including maintenance of important ecological 

processes; 
b) listed threatened species and other protected and significant species;  
c) a description of ecological communities, with reference to Threatened 

Ecological Communities (EPBC Act or WA listed) or other significant 
ecological communities;  

d) any physical environmental processes influencing the environmental 
characteristics of the site or surrounds, or influencing the potential impacts on 
the site or surrounds, including tidal regime, cyclonic and other severe weather 
conditions, coastal processes; 

e) any other environmental factors required to be described in the environmental 
impact assessment scoping document developed for the assessment under the 
EP Act; and 

f) Indigenous, natural, and historic heritage values including areas of potential 
likely heritage value. 

 
6. Environmental Impacts  
 
The Report must include a comprehensive analysis of the potential impacts of the 
Plan on the environment (including matters of National Environmental 
Significance) and effects of the environment on the Plan. 
 
In particular, the analysis must include: 
 
a) a description of the potential impacts of the Plan on the environment 

(including to the extent possible, information on the degree of confidence with 
which impacts can be predicted and quantified and any indirect impacts as 
defined by Section 527E of the EPBC Act); 

b) an assessment of the nature and extent of the likely impacts on the 
environment, including whether the impacts will be short or long term, at the 
local and/or regional scale, and cumulative impacts; 

c) an assessment of whether any impacts on the environment are likely to be 
unknown, unpredictable or irreversible; 

d) an analysis of the significance of potential impacts on matters of National 
Environmental Significance – with reference to the EPBC Act Policy 
Statement 1.1 Significant Impact Guidelines; 

e) reference to the technical data and other information relied upon in assessing 
the environmental impacts of the Plan, including information collected and 
compiled to be consistent with the expectations of the Western Australian 
Environmental Protection Authority, as outlined in relevant position and 
guidance statements. 

 
In addition, the Report must address the extent to which the Plan together with 
any associated management arrangements meets the criteria set out in Attachment 
C. 
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7. Indigenous Impacts  
 

The Report must include a comprehensive analysis of the potential impacts of the 
Plan on Indigenous people and culture (including matters of National 
Environmental Significance and those prescribed under the Western Australian 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 and the Environmental Protection Act 1986). 
 
In particular, the analysis must include: 
a) a description of the potential impacts of the Plan on Indigenous people 

(including to the extent possible, information on the degree of confidence with 
which impacts and indirect impacts can be predicted and quantified).  

b) an assessment of whether any impacts on Indigenous people (including 
Indigenous heritage) are likely to be unknown, unpredictable or irreversible; 

c) an analysis of the significance of potential impacts on known listed and 
unlisted Aboriginal heritage sites with reference to the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1972-section 5,6 and Indigenous heritage values under the EPBC Act.  

d) reference to the technical data and other information relied upon in assessing 
the Indigenous Heritage impacts of the Plan. 

 
8. Proposed Management Arrangements for the LNG Precinct and 

associated activities 
 
The Report must include a description of legislation and policies that are relevant 
to the implementation of the Plan and its associated environmental impacts. 
  
The Report must include information on any other requirements for approval that 
apply, or are likely to apply, in relation to the Plan including details of any Local 
or State Government planning scheme, or plan or policy under any Local or State 
Government planning system such as: 
a) what environmental assessment of the proposed project has been, or is being, 

carried out under the scheme, plan or policy; and 
b) how the scheme provides for the prevention, minimisation and management of 

any relevant impacts. 
 

The Report must set out specific management arrangements that will be in place 
under or associated with the Plan that are intended to ensure the Precinct and 
associated activities operate in an ecologically sustainable manner and their likely 
effectiveness.  
 
9. Proposed Safeguards and Mitigation Measures  
 
The Report must identify and describe the specific measures intended to prevent, 
minimise and compensate for the potential environmental impacts of the Plan, and 
any measures to rehabilitate damage to the environment.  
 
The Report should include an analysis of the expected or predicted effectiveness 
of these measures. The assessment should identify the basis (e.g. statutory or 
policy) for implementation of each measure and the agency or authority 
responsible for ensuring implementation. The assessment must also identify how 
the relevant agency or authority will ensure compliance with these measures, and 
what steps will be taken in the event that environmental performance is other than 
anticipated. 
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The Report must also identify any program that is proposed to be put in place 
under the Plan to monitor and report on the proposed safeguards and mitigation 
measures in the short and long term. 
 
10. Information Sources 
 
For information used in the assessment, the Report must state: 
 
a) the source of the information; 
b) how recent the information is; 
c) how the reliability of the information was tested; and 
d) what uncertainties (if any) are in the information. 

 
11. Consultation 

 
The Report must include any consultation, in addition to the statutory 
consultation, about the Plan, including: 
a) any consultation that has already taken place, including with Indigenous 

communities; 
b) proposed consultation about relevant impacts of the action, including with 

Indigenous communities; and  
c) if there has been consultation about the proposed development, any 

documented response to, or result of, the consultation. 
 

 
 


