
 

 
 

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

  
   

   

 
 

 
 

    
 

   
 

  

     

 
  

 

Please attach the following one-page summary to your submission. 

Comments on the Interim Report for the Independent Review of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

Summary 
Name of author/organisation: 
Circular Head Branch Timber Communities Australia 

Contact details:
 
Andrew McMaster 

President 


 
Smithton 


Date: 

Monday, 3 August 2009 


Which chapter(s) of the interim report are you commenting on? 
6 Forestry 

Key points of submission 
(please identify up to three main priorities or focal points of your submission): 

Concerns that there may have been a lack of balanced input in preparation of the reviews 
report. 

More importance needs to be placed upon the fact that Tasmania’s RFA now reserves 
97.5% of high quality wilderness as determined by the National Wilderness Index. 

Branch members are extremely proud of the balanced achievements made by the 
Tasmanian RFA process, and seek to have those achievements reflected in the final 
reviews report 

References (if possible, include a bibliography of any documents you may wish to make 
available) 

Professor in Mackey, B.G., Soulé, M.E., Nix, H.A., Recher, H.F., Lesslie, R.G., Williams, J.E., J 
Woinarski, C. Z.R., Hobbs, J. and Possingham, H.P., 2007, Applying landscape-ecological 
principles to regional conservation: the WildCountry Project in Australian. Key Topics and 
Perspectives in Landscape Ecology. Cambridge University Press, Edited by Jianguo Wu and 
Richard J. Hobbs. 

The Wilderness Society, WildCountry Panel available at 
http://www.wilderness.org.au/articles/wc_science  

Confidentiality statement: 
Note that all submissions unless otherwise indicated will be published on this website. You MUST indicate 
on your submission if you wish for your submission not to be published. If you wish for your submission 
to not be published please mark your submission as 'Confidential'. You should note that even if your 
submission is not published, the title of your submission and the name of the submitting organisation or 
individual will be published on the web site. If you wish to not have your details published please contact 
the Secretariat before making a submission. Contact details from of individuals making submissions will be 
limited to name, suburb and State/Territory.  

Do you want this submission to be treated as confidential? 
(please state ‘yes’ or ‘no’) no 

These comments contain personal information of a third party individuals. The third party 
individual consents/does not consent (delete or strike out that which is not applicable) to the 
publication of their information. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

Circular Head Branch 
 
Smithton Tas 7330 

President  
Facsimile  
Secretary  

Timber Communities Australia 
Tasmanian State Office 
 
Tas 7026 
Phone:  
Fax:   
Mobile:  
Email:    
Http://www.tca.org.au 
A.B.N. 33 008 665 736 

Submission to 

Interim Report for the Independent Review of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act) 

Members of the Circular Head Branch of Timber Communities Australia are 
extremely concerned that there may have been a lack of balanced input in preparation 
of the reviews report. TCA research shows that there may have been a predetermined 
view opposing the achievements of the RFA process held by some providing that 
input. 

This is despite the fact that the Tasmania RFA now reserves 97.5% of high quality 
wilderness as determined by the National Wilderness Index.   

The world class achievement is also dismissed by the Wilderness Society in its 
substantive submission to this review;  

 In paragraph 6.63 the review states Still Wild Still Threatened also submitted that the 
science of the agreements was ‘overwhelmed by political interference’.  Similarly, the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare suggests that ‘serious flaws in the information 
and scientific process underpinning the RFAs undertaken to date have been 
identified.’ 

Following TCA.s check of the references shows that the first claim is based on a letter 
of “concerned Scientists’ released during the 2004 Federal election campaign by the 
Wilderness Society, the second group quotes a Bond University study that in turn 
quotes criticism from the Wilderness Society.  

Therefore the independent reviewer needs to be made aware of the following relevant 
extracts of the paper co authored by Mackey, B.G., Soulé, M.E., Nix, H.A., Recher, 
H.F., Lesslie, R.G., Williams, J.E., J Woinarski, C. Z.R., Hobbs, J. and Possingham, 
H.P., 2007, Applying landscape-ecological principles to regional conservation: the 
WildCountry Project in Australian. Key Topics and Perspectives in Landscape 
Ecology. Cambridge University Press, Edited by Jianguo Wu and Richard J. Hobbs. 
This paper claimed that “only about 6 percent of Australia is in a secure protected 
area”. This is despite the Australia State of the Environment 2006 Independent report 
to the Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Heritage by Beeton 
RJS (Bob), et al (2006 Australian State of the Environment Committee), published in 
2006 stating ”Australia’s terrestrial protected areas… now extend across almost 81 
million hectares or 10.5 per cent of Australia”. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

An extract of this paper, showing critical comment on the RFA is attached to this 
submission. Comment such as that the adequacy and representative criteria of the 
CAR reserve system was not met. 

No wonder the reviewer report questions the effectiveness of the CAR reserve system.  

Members of the Circular Head branch of Timber Communities Australia request that 
Chapter 6 Forestry be completely reviewed, as we totally disagree with the 
‘recommendations’ that are formed on what we view as a  incorrect basis that the 
CAR reserve system is scientifically flawed or in some way not adequate or 
representative. 

Branch members are extremely proud of the balanced achievements made by the 
Tasmanian RFA process, and seek to have those achievements reflected in the final 
reviews report. 

Andrew McMaster 
President 
Circular Head branch 
Timber Communities Australia 

Attachments  
Extract from Applying landscape-ecological principles to regional conservation: the 
WildCountry Project in Australian 
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