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Opin ion piece 

An Eastern Blossom-bat in a Wa llum 
Banksia, a threatened species probably 
adversely affected by slashing of 
Wallum vegetation near Brunsw ick 
Heads. 

Photo, D. Milledge 

Wallu m sandplain vegetation (pictured) growing in a parallel series of swales and eroded dunes south 
of Brunsw ick Heads on the N SW far north coast provides habitat for a number of threatened fauna 
species. The Wallum Froglet Crinia tinnula is widely distributed through the swales, and old-growth 
Scribbly Gum Eucalyptus signata woodland (pictured) on the dunes provides foraging habitat and roo st 
hollows for threatened microchiropteran bats such as the Yellow-be llied Sheathtail-bat Saccolaimus 
raviventris (pictured).Wa llum Banksias Bank.siaaemula In the woodland produce nectar that is used by the 
threatened Eastern Blossom-bat Syconyeteris australis (pictured).These habitats have been systematically 
tractor-slashed over past years, reducing their value to threatened species and resulting in a cumulative 
loss of crit ical habitat elements. State government authorities have demon strated an unwillingness to 
protect threatened species and the ir habitats in th is area to date and new planning legislat ion is likely to 
result in threatened species' requirements being largely ignored. 
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