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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
INCLUSION OF A PLACE IN THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST

I, Ian Gordon Campbell, Minister for the Environment and Heritage, having considered, in
relation to the place listed in the Schedule of this instrument -

(a) the Australian Heritage Council’s assessment whether the place meets any of the
National Heritage criteria; and

(b) the comments given to the Council under section 324G of the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; and

being satisfied that the place specified in the Schedule has the National Heritage value or
values specified in the Schedule include, pursuant to section 324J of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, the place listed in the Schedule in the
National Heritage List.

Dated 4 October 2005

Ian Gordon Campbell
Minister for the Environment
and Heritage
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SCHEDULE

STATE

Local Government Area
Name:

Location

Criteria / Values

TASMANIA

Huon Valley Municipality

Recherche Bay (North East Peninsula) Area:

About 430ha, 11km south-south-west of Southport, being that part of the peninsula south of
the alignment of the northern boundary of Land Parcel 15-1602 (extending from Pigsties Bay
to Eliza Point) and above Low Water Mark.

Criterion Values
(a) . The north east peninsula of Recherche Bay has an association with
the place has outstanding the French scientific and exploratory expedition of Rear Admiral

heritage value to the. nation Brini D’Entrecasteaux, mounted to look for another French
because of the place's

importance in the course, or ~ €Xplorer, Jean Francois de Galaup de La Perouse. It stopped at
pattern, of Australia's natural Recherche Bay for more than four weeks in 1792 and more than
or cultural history. three weeks in 1793.

The relatively extensive, well-documented (both pictorially and in
writing), encounters on the north east peninsula of Recherche Bay,
compared with those in other places and involving other
expeditions, between the expedition members and the Tasmanian
Aborigines, provided a very early opportunity for meetings and
mutual observation. The recordings, from the French perspective,
of these encounters, are important observations of the lives of the
Tasmanian Aboriginal people before they were significantly
affected by disease and European settlement. These observations
contribute significantly to knowledge of the diversity of traditional
Aboriginal cultures.

The observations relate to various parts of the place, especially
including that part of the place around Blackswan Lagoon, and the
beach and hinterland east of Sullivan’s Point.

The French also made astronomical observations and important
geomagnetic tests (the first geo-scientific test in Australia and the
critical test in a series proving that geomagnetism varied with
latitude) - evidence of these and other activities may remain on
site - they collected numerous specimens of flora and fauna
(including type specimens of Blue Gum, the Tasmanian State
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Criterion

a) continued
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Values

emblem, and heath, the Victorian State emblem) across the
peninsula, with the collections still surviving, and established a
vegetable garden (the ‘French Garden’, evidence of which is said
to survive). In 1792 the French camped on the north east
peninsula, repaired boats and undertook other activities there.
Parts of the place to which these various activities relate include
the south and west coastal zone of the northern peninsula of
Recherche Bay (a strip of 100m from the high water mark), the
sites of the ‘French Garden’ and the observatory (areas defined as
circles with centres, respectively, at GDA references 492725E and
5180202N, and 492129E and 5179168N, and of 100m radius), and
any further archaeological sites dating to the French expedition.

Whilst Jacques Julien Houtou de Labillardiere, botanist, was not
the first to collect Australian flora, his collection involved a
substantial number of species, many specimens of which were
likely to have been collected at Recherche Bay, and were included
in the first general publication of illustrated Australian plants.
Therefore, the place has heritage value for its association with
Labillardiere’s botanical collection.

The known activities of the French expeditioners across the place
and the significance of many of these activities constitute, through
their association with the place, an associative cultural landscape.

Important features in this landscape include the coastal setting and
vista, that part of the place around Blackswan Lagoon, and the
beach and hinterland east of Sullivan’s Point, the south and west
coastal zones of the northern peninsula of Recherche Bay (a strip
of 100m from the high water mark), the sites of the ‘French
Garden’ and the observatory (areas defined as circles with centres,
respectively, at GDA references 492725E and 5180202N, and
492129E and 5179168N, and of 100m radius), any further
archaeological sites dating to the French expedition, and trees or
remnant elements of old growth forest or other vegetation
contemporaneous with the French visits.

While the place has been much disturbed since the French visit
and contains substantial re-growth forest not directly related to the
values of the place except in the areas specified above, the
predominantly undeveloped character of the landscape contributes
to the appreciation of the values.

The documented association of the place with the D’Entrecasteaux
expedition, which undertook the above activities, is sufficient to
establish the place’s outstanding heritage value to the nation.
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(©

the place has outstanding
heritage value to the nation
because of the place's
potential to yield
information that will
contribute to an
understanding of Australia's
natural or cultural history.

®

the place has outstanding
heritage value to the nation
because of the place's
importance in demonstrating
a high degree of creative or
technical achievement at a
particular period.

(€9)

the place has outstanding
heritage value to the nation
because of the place's strong
or special association with a
particular community or
cultural group for social,
cultural or spiritual reasons.
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Values

The extensive documentation and specimen collections created by
the French expeditioners, if utilised in conjunction with the
information that might derive from possible future field survey and
investigation of the place, creates an important research potential to
improve the understanding of Australia’s cultural history.

In terms of archaeological research value, this relates to the areas
of greatest archaeological potential at the place — the south and
west coastal zone of the northern peninsula of Recherche Bay (a
strip of 100m from the high water mark), the sites of the ‘French
Garden’ and the observatory (areas defined as circles with centres,
respectively, at GDA references 492725E and 5180202N, and
492129E and 5179168N, and of 100m radius), and that part of the
place around Blackswan Lagoon, and the beach and hinterland east
of Sullivan’s Point.

The observatory site associated with Rossel’s 1792 geomagnetic
measurement at Recherche Bay is of importance because it is the
site where the first deliberate scientific experiment on Australian
soil was undertaken, and because the measurement conducted at
the site was of international scientific significance as the most
critical of a series of measurements proving that geomagnetism
varied with latitude. The part of the place associated with these
achievements is the observatory site and any associated
archaeological remains relating to the French activities at the site.

There is a strong or special association by the Tasmanian
Aboriginal community with the Recherche Bay Area as the place
associated with the best documentary evidence of Tasmanian
Aboriginal culture before European settlement.

This relates to various parts of the place, principally including that
part of the place around Blackswan Lagoon, and the beach and
hinterland east of Sullivan’s Point.
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(h) . People who had significant associations with the place are certain
the place has outstanding members of the 1792 and 1793 French expedition — Jacques Julien

heritage value to the. nation - pyutou de Labillardiere (botanist — his work here resulted in the
because of the place's special

association with the life or  11rst publication of general flora of Australia, 1804-06) and
works of a person, or group  Elisabeth Paul Edouard de Rossel (‘geoscientist’).

of persons, of importance in

Australia's natural or cultural

history.

For a description of any references quoted above, and more information on the place please
search the Australian Heritage Database at
http://www.deh.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl using the name of the place.



