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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

INCLUSION OF A PLACE IN THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST

I, Ian Gordon Campbell, Minister for the Environment and Heritage, having considered, in
relation to the place listed in the Schedule of this instrument -

(a) the Australian Heritage Council’s assessment whether the place meets any of the
National Heritage criteria; and

(b) the comments given to the Council under section 324G of the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; and

being satisfied that the place specified in the Schedule has the National Heritage value or values
specified in the Schedule include, pursuant to section 324J of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, the place listed in the Schedule in the National Heritage
List.

Dated 18 December 2006

[Signed]

Ian Gordon Campbell
Minister for the Environment

and Heritage
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SCHEDULE

STATE
Local Government Area
Name:
Location / Boundary
Criteria / Values

NEW SOUTH WALES

Murray Shire
Echuca Wharf: see Campaspe Shire

VICTORIA

Campaspe Shire
Echuca Wharf:
52 Murray Esplanade, Echuca, comprising:
1. the area bounded in the east by the edge of the wharf platform; in the south and west by the

picket fence and in the north by the edge of the wharf platform and its alignment (between
the timber walkway and souvenir shop) to its intersection with the picket fence;

2. Two old retaining walls extending for approximately 36 metres from the northern edge of the
wharf;

3. Remnants of old piles extending approximately from MGA point 297280mE 6000244mN to
297308mE 6000195mN;

4. Old retaining wall extending approximately from MGA point 297321mE 6000137 to
297363mE 6000079mN; and

5. Old retaining wall extending approximately from MGA point 297383mE 6000092mN to
297399mE 6000102mN.

Criterion Values

(a) the place has
outstanding
heritage value to
the nation because
of the place's
importance in the
course, or pattern,
of Australia's
natural or cultural
history.

Echuca Wharf reflects the importance that the Port of Echuca played in
the economic growth experienced by the colonies of Victoria, New
South Wales and South Australia in the second half of the 19th century.

The construction of the wharf and railway at Echuca in the late 1860s
facilitated the movement of goods to and from the pastoral districts of
the Riverina and western NSW to the ports of Melbourne and Adelaide.
More direct access to markets led to a rapid expansion in the scale and
value of these pastoral districts, and in turn to increased river trade,
requiring the extension of the wharf.

The Port of Echuca became the pre-eminent port for Murray River trade
(estimated to be £5 million per annum in 1882), and Victoria’s second
largest port up until the 1880s. The wharf and railway at Echuca were
crucial in the process of Melbourne wresting the status of Australia’s
economic capital from Sydney.
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Criterion Values

(a) continued The massive red gum structure of the wharf in its current configuration,
the timber remains showing the longest extent of the wharf and the
visual dominance of the wharf within a relatively undisturbed setting
together provide evidence of the importance of Echuca as a pre-eminent
trading port.

The cargo shed, cranes, jib, fence and railway track, although not
original, contribute to an understanding of the functioning of the port,
the use of the wharf by paddle-steamers, and the relationship between
the port and the railhead.

For a description of any references quoted above, and more information on each of the places
please search the Australian Heritage Database at
http://www.deh.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl using the name of the place.


