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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

INCLUSION OF A PLACE IN THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST

I, Peter Robert Garrett, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts having considered,
in relation to the place specified in the Schedule of this instrument -

(a) the Australian Heritage Council’s assessment whether the place meets any of the
National Heritage criteria; and

(b) the comments given to the Council under section 324JH of the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; and

being satisfied that the place described in the Schedule has the National Heritage values
specified in the Schedule, pursuant to section 324JJ of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, include it in the National Heritage List.

Dated 15/01/2008

[signed]

Peter Robert Garrett AM
Minister for the Environment,

Heritage and the Arts
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SCHEDULE
STATE / TERRITORY
Local Government
Name
Location / Boundary
Criteria / Values
NEW SOUTH WALES
Waverley Municipality

Bondi Beach:
About 65ha of land and water, comprising generally the beach, surf life saving clubs, pavilion,
parks, promenades, cliffs and ocean waters between Ben Buckler and Mackenzies Point; being
the areas enclosed by a line commencing at the southern end of Notts Avenue then proceeding
north-westerly along the easterly edge of Notts Avenue to Campbell Parade, then northerly and
easterly via the seaward edge of Campbell Parade to its intersection with Ramsgate Avenue then
easterly and southerly following the southern and western edge of Ramsgate Avenue to the
northern boundary of 77 Ramsgate Avenue, then westerly and southerly along that boundary
and the western boundaries of 77 to 111 Ramsgate Avenue to the southern boundary of 111
Ramsgate Avenue, then via that boundary to Ramsgate Avenue, then southerly via the western
side and alignment of Ramsgate to the cliff top at Ben Buckler, then easterly via that cliff top to
the eastern alignment of Ramsgate Avenue, then northerly via that alignment to the southern end
of the road reserve on the south side of 168 Ramsgate Avenue, then easterly via the southern
side of that reserve to the eastern alignment of Brighton Boulevard, then via that alignment
directly to low water mark at Ben Buckler, then via low water to the most southerly point of Ben
Buckler, then south westerly directly to the most easterly point at low water on Mackenzies
Point, then westerly via low water mark on the southern side of Marks Park to the alignment of
the eastern boundary of 25 Kenneth Street, then northerly via that alignment to the southern
edge of Kenneth Street, then easterly via the southern edge of Kenneth Street to the eastern edge
of Marks Lane, then north via the alignment of the eastern edge of Marks Lane to the northern
side of Fletcher Street, then east via the northern edge of that road to the cliff top to the south
west boundary of Lot 1/715 DP752011, then easterly and northerly via the boundaries of Lots
1/715, 714 and 713 DP752011, so that they are excluded, to the southern end of Notts Avenue.

Criterion Values

(a) the place has
outstanding heritage
value to the nation
because of the
place's importance
in the course, or
pattern, of
Australia's natural or
cultural history.

Bondi Beach is significant in the course of Australia's cultural history as
the site of the foundation of Australia's first recognised surf lifesaving club
in 1907. From Bondi the surf lifesaving movement spread initially through
NSW, subsequently to the rest of Australia, and then to the world. Along
with the 'digger' and the 'bushman', the lifesaver has achieved an iconic
place in Australia's cultural imagery. The lifesaver grew to become an
accepted feature of the beach and a symbol of what was seen to be good
about being Australian.

From its inception, Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) has remained a
voluntary organisation and a significant contributor to a well-established
tradition of volunteering in Australia. Today SLSA is Australia's largest
volunteer water safety organisation, with a national membership in 2006 of
120,000 members representing 305 clubs (SLSA 2007). Surf lifesavers
have rescued more than 520,000 people in the 80 years since records have
been kept, with the number of rescues each season in recent years
fluctuating between 8,000 and 12,000.
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(g) the place has
outstanding heritage
value to the nation
because of the
place's strong or
special association
with a particular
community or
cultural group for
social, cultural or
spiritual reasons.

Bondi Beach is significant because of its special associations for
Australians, having a central place in the development of beach culture in
Australia. Bondi Beach is one of the world's most famous beaches. With its
golden sands, parks, and blue waters framed within rocky headlands, it has
come to be seen both nationally and internationally as part of the
Australian way of life and leisure. It is where Australians meet nature's
challenge in the surf and is strongly associated with the Bronzed Aussie
myth of easygoing hedonism and endeavour balanced with relaxation.

The beach and the surf lifesaving movement established at Bondi Beach
facilitated a movement away from the restrictive attitudes of 19th century
morality and the beach became the source of acceptable healthy pleasure.
During the Depression the Australian notion of beaches as egalitarian
playgrounds took root and Bondi, with its strongly working-class
constituency, became the epitome of that idea.

The developing beach culture reinforced an already strong myth of
Australian egalitarianism, of a nation where ‘a fair go’ was available to all.
The Bondi Icebergs contributed strongly to this development. To many in
Sydney they were seen as inheritors of the Anzac spirit – fun-loving
larrikins not taking themselves too seriously, while still displaying the
essential ‘Aussie’ characteristics of a fair-go, generosity, and mateship.
Egalitarian in nature, the beach and surfing had a profound effect in
changing our way of life, and developing our sense of national identity.

The central role of beaches, and Bondi Beach in particular, in Australia’s
self image is reflected in the use of the beach by painters, filmmakers,
poets and writers in exploring this new self image and reflecting it back to
Australian society. Bondi has played a central role in this process, and has
come to be viewed both within Australia and internationally as the
quintessential Australian beach.

Bondi Beach, Bondi Park and the headland reserves, the Bondi Surf
Pavilion, the Bondi Surf Bathers Life Saving Club and North Bondi Surf
Lifesaving clubhouse, and the Bondi Pool area and Icebergs building,
together constitute an iconic place that is emblematic of the Australian
beach experience

For a description of any references quoted above, and more information on each of the places
please search the Australian Heritage Database at
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl using the name of the place.


