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Surf Lifesaving Australia

Sydney’s Bondi Beach is one of Australia’s most treasured places. The

1.5 kilometre stretch of shore and its buildings have played a major role in
the development of our beach culture. The site is also important as the place
where the surf lifesaving movement officially began and home of the famous
Bondi Icebergs winter swimming club. Bondi Beach was included in the
National Heritage List on 25 January 2008.

A day at the beach

e For over a century, Bondi has been a living symbol of the ‘Aussie Summer’.
Seen as the quintessential Australian beach, it has a special association for
many local and international visitors.

e Because of its popularity and renowned setting, the beach has been
celebrated in numerous songs, films and TV shows.



Founding of surf lifesaving

e Australia’s first formally documented
surf lifesaving club — the Bondi Surf
Bathers' Life Saving Club — was
formed in 1907. The movement
has since been adopted across the
country and around the world.

With over 120,000 members, the Bond Icebergs
surf lifesaving movement has grown

to become the country’s largest water safety volunteer organisation. It has
rescued more than 520,000 people in the 80 years since records were kept.

The Bondi Icebergs
® In 1929 a group of winter swimming enthusiasts formed the Bondi Icebergs.

e The Icebergs — who must complete a minimum of 75 ‘winter’ swims to be
eligible for membership — meet every Sunday from May to September to
swim in the chilly waters of Bondi Baths.

e The Icebergs have become synonymous with the culture of Bondi and have
been likened to the Anzacs with their spirit of mateship and dedication.

Today, Bondi Beach is one of the world’s most famous beaches. It is one of
the top three destinations in Sydney, attracting millions of visitors each year.



The National Heritage List recognises and protects our most valued natural,
Indigenous and historic heritage sites. It is a snapshot of the nation’s most
important places.

The List reflects the story of our development, from our original inhabitants to
present day, Australia‘s spirit and ingenuity, and our unique, living landscapes.

Each place in the List has been assessed by the Australian Heritage Council as
having outstanding heritage value to the nation, and is protected under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. This means
that approval must be obtained before taking any action that may have a
significant impact on the national heritage values of the place. In this way,
we can retain our heritage for future generations.

To ensure ongoing protection, each listed place should have a management
plan outlining how the heritage values of the site will be conserved and
interpreted.

The National Heritage List enables all Australians to celebrate, value and
protect our unique heritage.

For further information visit www.environment.gov.au/heritage



