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“Our heritage provides an enduring golden thread
that binds our diverse past with our life today

and the stories of tomorrow.”

Anonymous
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AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL HERITAGE




A message from the Minister for the
Environment and Water Resources

The places in Australia’s National Heritage List, with their wonderful stories,
have laid the foundations for what will become a truly magnificent list of our
outstanding heritage places.

The National Heritage List recognises and protects the exceptional natural historic
and Indigenous places that help shape our national identity. They are the places
and stories that, as a society, we wish to pass on to future generations.

The List is truly representative, reflecting the achievements, joys and sorrows in
our lives. The places in the List may represent part of Australia’s extraordinary
national heritage, or we may value them for how they inspire us, what they tell us
or how they reflect our beliefs.

Through the National Heritage List all Australians can help conserve the places
that are of outstanding significance to our nation. For once they are destroyed they
cannot be replaced.

We must acknowledge and appreciate our heritage for its importance in both our
past and our future. Looking back, our heritage brings us a deeper understanding
and respect for what binds us, and for our future we must celebrate our heritage in
the places that will continue to grow with us.

Protecting Australia’s heritage will bring economic, social and environmental
benefits to our communities. I hope this book inspires you to become involved in
caring for our nation’s living heritage.

YA/

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Water Resources
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A message from the Chairman
of the Australian Heritage Council

There are few more exciting or stimulating tasks than to identify the natural,
historic and Indigenous places that are significant to all Australians.

The Australian Heritage Council’s task is to assess nominated places against the
National Heritage criteria to determine if they are of outstanding value to our nation.

When the Council embarks on the listing process it is an intriguing journey through
the issues that define us as a country and a people.

We are relishing the challenges of our role and are inspired by the passion, care and
concern we have seen for heritage in the community.

Despite being relatively new, having only been instigated in 2004, the National
Heritage List is growing rapidly. Places have been nominated by private citizens,
heritage bodies and state, federal and local governments.

The List links familiar and iconic places such as the Sydney Opera House and the
Melbourne Cricket Ground with lesser known places such as Budj Bim, which is the
site of one of the oldest aquaculture systems in Australia. It links sites of some great
national celebrations, such as Melbourne’s Royal Exhibition Building, with places of
sorrow and disquiet such as Tasmania’s Port Arthur.

It also links places of great historic moments such as Captain Cook’s Landing Place
and events that have taken mythological standing such as the site of Ned Kelly’s last
stand at Glenrowan.

These and other places comprise the Australian story. Identifying them, telling their
tales and providing a framework for their protection is the purpose of the National
Heritage List. I hope that what we manage to do with the National Heritage List will
inspire a greater awareness and support for heritage throughout Australia.

. LN

Tom Harley
Chairman of the Australian Heritage Council
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