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P R O T E C T I O N  O F  M O V A B L E  C U L T U R A L  H E R I T A G E  A C T  1 9 8 6   FORM PMCH 5 
 

E X P E R T  E X A M I N E R ' S  A S S E S S M E N T  F O R M  
 

 

Details of Application 
 

Brief description of object(s) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Name of applicant…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Application for: 
 

 Permanent Export 
 

 Temporary Export 
 

 Exemption Certificate 
 

Was the object(s) physically examined? 
  

  Yes   No 
 
Comments:................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................………………………………………………………
… 

               

Details of Expert Examiner 
 

 
......................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………… 
  Family Name   Initials    Title     (Example:  Mr, Ms, Dr) 
 
Position:.......................…………………………… Institution……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
......................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………… 

Street Number   Street Name   Town or Suburb  Postcode 
 

Telephone:  (................).................................................    Fax:  (................)................................................................. 
 
 

Australian Protected Object Status 
 

Is the object(s) an Australian Protected Object (ie, does it meet all the criteria, of at least 1 Part of the 
Control List, including where applicable, the Significance to Australia criteria)? 
 

 Yes     No  
If yes, complete the remainder                                      If no, sign the form and return it 
of the form.                                                                    to the Secretariat. 
 

Recommendation on cultural loss to Australia 
 

Your recommendation to the National Cultural Heritage Committee should be supported by completing Parts A and B of this form (overleaf). 
Please note: that an export permit can only be refused where it can be shown that the cultural heritage of Australia will be significantly 
diminished by the export. 
 
Will the export of the object(s) described above significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia?   

 Yes     No 
 
I further recommend that the following conditions apply to the export (if appropriate): 
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
I declare that in assessing this application I have no known conflict of interest. 
Signature of Examiner  .........................................................................................    Dated............................................ 
Signature, Head of Department   ....................................................………...........   Dated............................................ 
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As an expert examiner you need to identify the object and then determine the significance of the object to Australia (under Part A). You will 
then need to identify whether the object is so important that its export will significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia (under Part 
B). Under the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 this is the only reason an export permit may be refused. 
 

PART A 
Assessment of significance of the object to Australia 

 
 

Identification of Object(s) 
 
 
Which category of the National Cultural Heritage Control List applies to the object(s)? 

Part:

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

… 
 
Please identify and describe the object and briefly summarise sources consulted during the assessment process. In the case of natural 
science objects of Australian origin you should include details of the specimens down to species if possible. 
 
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 

 Provenance  ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 

 Exhibitions  ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 

 Literature  ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 

 Consultation  ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 
   ....................................................................................................................... 
Expert Examiner Assessment of approximate value of object(s) where a monetary threshold applies or if you recommend that the object or 
collection not be permitted to be exported: 

From $.................................................   to $................................................................................................................... 
 
 
Is further research necessary to identify the object in order to assess its significance ? If so please provide details including questions to be 
asked, estimated time and cost for further research and possible bodies to undertake the work. Please Note: Further research should only 
be suggested if you can demonstrate that it is necessary to assess the significance of the object 
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........................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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Assessment of significance 
 
Explain your assessment of the significance of the object(s) to Australia. In your assessment you should refer specifically to some or all of 
the criteria listed in the guidelines for expert examiners: 
 
1. the contribution, or potential contribution, of the object to yield information that will assist in an understanding of the prehistory, history, 

natural history, and/or culture of Australia and Australians; 
 
2. the contribution, or potential contribution, of the object to the development of Australian culture, and to the recognition of that culture both 

in Australia and overseas; 
 
3. the association of the object with a notable Australian person, business, association or enterprise; 
 
4. the association of the object with a notable event or period in Australian history or prehistory; 
 
5. the object's importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative, scientific or technical achievement at a particular period of Australia's 

history or prehistory; 
 
6. the existence, relevance and quantity of other similar objects, which are held in Australia, or are represented in Australian public 

collections; and 
 
7. any other circumstances which may be relevant. 
 
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 * ‘Australian person’ within these criteria includes Australian citizens (including Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders) and residents of 
Australia. 
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PART B 
Cultural loss to Australia 

 
 

In what way do you consider the export will or will not result in a significant loss to the cultural heritage of Australia? What is the relative 
significance of the object in relation to other comparable objects in public or private collections in Australia? If the export will result in a 
significant loss to the cultural heritage of Australia, you will need to identify how the object can no longer contribute to Australia's culture 
while held in another country. 
 
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................… 
 
 

When completed return this form to: 
 
 

Secretary, National Cultural Heritage Committee  
Environment Australia 
GPO Box 787 
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
 
Telephone (02) 6274 1810 
Facsimile (02) 6274 2731 


