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Introduction 


“We are at war with Japan” 
John Curtin, Sydney Morning Herald, 1941 

During 1942 Australia faced what many feared was its darkest hour, following 
Japan’s sudden entry into the Second World War on 7 December 1941 and the rapid 
advance of Japanese forces southwards through Asia and the Pacific. As they came 
south, the Japanese appeared invincible, even attacking the Australian mainland with 
the bombing of Darwin and northern Australia, and the submarine attacks in Sydney 
Harbour. Despite a deep-rooted historical fear of Asia, Australia was ill-prepared for 
the Japanese thrust when it came.  

When Japan entered the war, all three of Australia’s services were dispersed to other 
areas. Most of the warships of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) were either serving 
around Singapore or in the Mediterranean, or were on convoy escort duties. The 
aircraft of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) were only suitable for training or 
were twin-engine aircraft used for maritime and reconnaissance roles. Most of the 
RAAF’s trained personnel were serving in Britain or were being trained in different 
parts of the Commonwealth through the Empire Air Training Scheme. The land forces 
were in an equally poor state. The four trained infantry divisions of the 2nd Australian 
Imperial Force (AIF) – except for one of its infantry brigades, whose battalions were 
scattered around Rabaul, Ambon, and Timor – were in the Middle East and Malaya. 
There was an AIF armoured division in Australia, though it had few tanks. Australia’s 
defence instead relied on the part-time soldiers of the Militia, men who were either 
too young for the AIF or who had been called up for military service.  

“Well, it has come,” said Australia’s Prime Minister John Curtin when he woke early 
on 8 December 1941. The next day Curtin announced to the nation that “We are at 
war with Japan” because of Japan’s “unprovoked attack on British and United States 
territory”.1 The Allies fared poorly during the first months of the Pacific War. The 
victorious Japanese moved quickly through Malaya, captured Singapore and the 
Philippines, and occupied the Netherlands East Indies. Hundreds of thousands of 
Allied servicemen were captured, included 20,000 Australians from the 8th Division, 
captured on Singapore and the islands. Forecasting what he felt sure was to come, 
Curtin described the Fall of Singapore as “Australia’s Dunkirk”, which heralded the 

1 Sydney Morning Herald, late edition, 9 December 1941. 
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opening of the “battle for Australia”.2 Such fears were reasonable but fortunately that 
battle never eventuated. The Japanese had no firm plans to invade Australia. 

At the start of the year, some Japanese naval officers had pressed for an invasion of 
Australia, but army planners disagreed, arguing that the army had too few troops for a 
successful invasion of Australia. The army estimated that it would need up to 12 
divisions to occupy the country. The Japanese army was already heavily committed in 
China, where it had been fighting for years, and now it had to occupy the territories 
recently captured in the Pacific. The army also wanted a reserve in case the Soviet 
Union attacked in Manchuria. The navy, too, soon realised that there were too few 
merchant ships to transport an invasion force, and they had too few warships to 
protect them. The idea of an invasion of Australia had been dropped by March 1942. 
The Japanese plans to invade Australia were never more than an idea discussed by a 
handful of officers in Tokyo.3 

Japanese intentions, of course, were not known to either American or Australian 
military commanders nor to the general public at the time. For most Australians, the 
threat of a Japanese invasion was real and imminent. In March the battle-hardened 
AIF, and its commander General Thomas Blamey, began to return to Australia, and 
the American General Douglas MacArthur arrived. MacArthur was greeted publicly 
and privately as a “hero” and the “saviour of Australia”.4 His arrival signalled 
America’s support for the war against Japan. MacArthur was appointed Supreme 
Commander of the Allied forces in the South-West Pacific Area, and Australian 
forces were assigned to his command. The relationship between Blamey and 
MacArthur would prove difficult. But it would take time for the Americans to arrive 
in large numbers, so for most of 1942 and 1943 Australian troops carried the burden 
of the fighting. Until the Allies were in a position to counter-attack, the war would be 
fought on Australia’s doorstep, in the island barrier to Australia’s north – New 
Guinea. 

During the war, eastern New Guinea was divided into two areas. Papua, with its 
capital Port Moresby, had been Australian territory since 1906. The Mandated 
Territory of New Guinea – which included a wide arc of islands from the Admiralties, 
New Britain and its capital Rabaul, New Ireland, and Bougainville – had been 
mandated to Australia from Germany by the League of Nations after the First World 
War. 

The first Japanese attack on New Guinea began in January 1942, quickly capturing 
Rabaul. Rabaul had been the administrative centre of New Guinea; the Japanese 
rapidly developed it as their heavily fortified main base in the South Pacific. The 
Allies were to spend much of the next two years carrying out operations to reduce and 
isolate Rabaul. 

Two months earlier, Papua and New Guinea had been backwaters. Australia had done 
virtually nothing to prepare defences in either territory until 1939. In December 1941 
the military commander in New Guinea, Brigadier (later Major General) Basil Morris, 

2 Sydney Morning Herald, 17 February 1942.
 
3 Bullard, Japanese Army operations in the South Pacific Area, pp. 78-82. See Stanley, Invading
 
Australia and Wurth, 1942 for the debate over the extent of the Japanese plans to invade Australia. 

4 Manchester, American Caesar, pp 280-288.
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called up the local Militia unit and was also able to raise another local unit, the 
Papuan Infantry Battalion (PIB). The PIB consisted of Australian officers and non-
commissioned officers (NCOs) and Papuan soldiers. Morris’s largest formation was 
the 30th Brigade, which arrived in Moresby in early 1942. But the brigade’s battalions 
(the 39th, 49th and 53rd) comprised young militiamen who were poorly trained and 
ill-equipped. They were soon in action as the first Japanese air raids against Moresby 
began in February. Morris also later received two more Militia brigades; one went to 
Moresby while the other was sent to Milne Bay to protect the airfield that was being 
built there.      

The Japanese, rather than invading Australia, adopted a strategy of isolating it. They 
planned to attempt to blockade supply lines with the United States in an operation 
known as the FS Operation, under which Japan would invade New Guinea, New 
Caledonia, Fiji, and other islands in the South Pacific. The invasion included Port 
Moresby and the southern Solomons, “thus bringing the Coral Sea under control and 
smashing enemy plans for a counter-offensive” in the region.5 The Japanese planned 
to form a defensive ring around the Greater East-Asia Co-prosperity Sphere and did 
not want Australia or Papua to be used as a base for an American counter-attack 
against their recently won territory.      

The Japanese had scheduled the FS Operation to begin in mid-May. Following their 
losses during the battle of the Coral Sea earlier that month, however, the operation 
was postponed, and then cancelled after their defeat during the battle of Midway in 
June. Rather than taking Moresby in a seaborne landing, the Japanese instead started 
to devise plans to take Moresby by land, across the rugged mountains of the Owen 
Stanley Range.  

The Kokoda campaign fought between July and November 1942 was part of a larger 
campaign fought in Papua. During August and September, Australian forces defeated 
a Japanese amphibious force at Milne Bay, while at the end of the year, from 
November to January 1943, Australian and American forces fought the bloody 
beachhead battles of Buna, Gona, and Sanananda which cleared the Japanese from 
Papua. Beyond Papua, Australian forces were also in action against the Japanese in 
New Guinea, fighting in the mountains between Wau and Salamaua, while in the 
Solomon Islands, American and Japanese forces bitterly contested the island of 
Guadalcanal. 

It is the Kokoda campaign, however, that holds a central place in the Australian 
public’s consciousness. Often described as a “battle that saved Australia”, Kokoda has 
come, during the last ten years or so, to rival Gallipoli as a focus of national 
commemoration and reflection. The attributes of those diggers who fought the 
campaign – such as loyalty and, above all else, mateship – have come to be closely 
associated with supposed “Australian values”. The commercial and critical success of 
Peter Brune’s (2003), Peter FitzSimons’s (2004), and Paul Ham’s (2004) books on 
Kokoda, as well as Alister Grierson’s feature film (2006), demonstrate the wide-
spread interest in the campaign.6 So too does the ever growing number of trekkers 
who walk the Kokoda Track each year. Even for those people who are not interested 

5 Miller, Victory in Papua, p. 13; Bullard, Japanese Army operations in the South Pacific Area, p. 86.
6 Grierson’s Kokoda was released in the United Kingdom as Kokoda: 39th Battalion. 
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in its military history, the physicality of the track and its formidable reputation as a 
test of endurance hold a certain allure. 

It is this passionate interest in the Kokoda Track, and an awareness of the need for its 
preservation and management, that have motivated the present historical study. This 
study was funded by the Department of Environment, Heritage, Water and the Arts 
(DEHWA) as part of the Joint Understanding on the Kokoda Track and Owen Stanley 
Ranges signed by the Australian and Papua New Guinean (PNG) governments. The 
PNG government has placed the Kokoda Track and the surrounding Owen Stanley 
Ranges on its World Heritage Tentative List as a mixed cultural and natural site, with 
a view to developing a formal nomination later. Similarly, the Australian government 
has placed the Kokoda Track on its List of Overseas Places of Historic Significance 
because of its importance to Australia’s wartime history.  

One of the key issues relating to the Kokoda Track is the location of its actual route. 
The modern route used today by Papua New Guineans and trekking tourists is very 
similar to the main wartime track, but there are some subtle variations. The aims of 
this desktop study of the Kokoda Track has been to provide a discussion of the 
original wartime routes of the track, as well as providing a concise history of the 
military campaign that was fought along it. This study serves more as a “fact file” on 
the Kokoda campaign rather than a single study or narrative. It is envisaged that it will 
be more dipped into than read.  

The first chapter is a brief narrative of the Kokoda campaign, looking at why the 
Japanese decided to invade Papua and the key events of the campaign. This chapter 
relies heavily on Dudley McCarthy’s volume in the Australian official history of the 
campaign, South-West Pacific Area first year: Kokoda to Wau (1959) and the 
Japanese official history, the Senshi sosho (War history series), recently translated by 
Steven Bullard as Army operations in the South Pacific Area: Papua campaigns, 
1942–1943 (2007). When writing Japanese names, the author has followed the 
traditional Japanese order, that is, family name followed by personal name.  

The second chapter describes the different tracks that were used during the war, as 
well as the history of the mapping of the Kokoda Track. Before the war there were 
few maps of New Guinea’s interior and virtually none that were of any military value. 
It was not until September 1942 that the Australian army was able to produce good 
quality maps of the Kokoda Track. By the end of the year the battlefronts had moved 
on to other areas of New Guinea, and the military were only able to produce one 
thoroughly surveyed map of the track from Uberi to Nauro. The specific route of the 
war track, or more correctly tracks, has received scant attention until recently. Little 
research has been published on its route apart from Bill James’s excellent Field guide 
to the Kokoda Track (2006 and revised in 2007). 

The vexed issue of the debate over the terms “Kokoda Track” and “Kokoda Trail” is 
discussed in the final chapter. Both names were used almost interchangeably during 
the war, although the majority of Australian soldiers who fought the campaign at the 
time would probably have called it a “track”. The use of “Kokoda Trail” as a battle 
honour by the army in the late 1950s started the official recognition of it as a title; this 
was confirmed in the early 1970s when the PNG government formally gazetted the 
track from Owers’ Corner to Kokoda village as the “Kokoda Trail”. I have used 
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“Kokoda Track” throughout this study because this is now the preferred term of the 
Papua New Guinean government.  

The study’s brief conclusion discusses the public’s growing awareness of the 
significance of the Kokoda Track, and also makes some observations and 
recommendations for further study. The appendix lists the principal Australian and 
Japanese units involved in the Kokoda campaign, sets out the known Australian and 
Japanese casualty figures, and lists the major memorials along the track. There is also 
a detailed discussion of Australian and Japanese war graves and cemeteries located 
along the track and in Papua. 
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Chapter 1 
The Kokoda campaign, 1942 

They were met with Bren-gun and Tommy-gun, with bayonet and 
grenade; but still they came to close with the buffet of fist and boot 

and rifle-butt, the steel of crashing helmets and of straining, 
strangling fingers. 

Ralph Honner, “The 39th at Isurava”, 1956 

A convoy of Japanese cruisers, destroyers, and merchant ships steamed towards Gona, 
on Papua’s north coast, throughout the day of 21 July 1942. The convoy had been at 
sea since the previous evening when it had left Rabaul, New Britain, which had been 
captured by the Japanese six months earlier. The Japanese thrust had earlier occupied 
much of south-east Asia and the Pacific, and had established bases at Salamaua and 
Lae on the New Guinea mainland. From these bases and Rabaul, Japanese aircraft had 
been attacking and bombing Port Moresby since early in the year. Japanese forces 
were now about to come ashore in Papua and menace Moresby by land.  

Early in the afternoon, a beach patrol from the Australian government station at Buna 
reported an approaching aircraft. A few minutes later, a low flying Japanese 
floatplane circled the station at tree-top height and fired several bursts from its 
machine-guns. The aircraft returned four more times that afternoon, and at about 5.15 
pm Captain Alan Champion, the officer in charge of the station, reported seeing the 
convoy heading towards Gona. Fifteen minutes later, the Japanese warships fired a 
few salvos into the foreshore east of Gona. Soon afterwards, Champion received a 
report that the Japanese were landing troops in the Sanananda area.  

Four months earlier, on 10 March, Champion, with two Australian signallers and two 
Papuan police constables, had driven off a Japanese floatplane that had landed in 
Buna bay after having bombed and machine-gunned two small vessels belonging to 
the missionaries. In that “first battle of Buna”, as one witness called it, the fire from 
the five rifles had been enough to drive off the lone Japanese aircraft, but Champion 
knew it was pointless to try a similar stand against the Japanese landing force. 
Collecting codes, ciphers, and other official records, Champion burnt the documents 
and then destroyed the radio set before he withdrew his small party. At Soputa, he 
received a report from a corporal from the Papuan Infantry Battalion (PIB) that 
Japanese troops were coming ashore in barges. Champion’s party arrived at Awala 
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early the next morning, where he reported to Major William Watson, the PIB’s 
commanding officer.1 

The Japanese met little resistance as they began to land their troops. At 5.30 pm the 
convoy was attacked by a single B17 (an American-made four-engined heavy 
bomber) and five Mitchells (two-engined medium bombers), which claimed a hit on 
one of the transports.2 As the Japanese opened up with their screen of defensive fire, 
the Reverend James Benson, an Anglican missionary at Gona, heard the deafening 
barrage. It seemed as “though hundreds of guns were spitting fire” from the destroyers 
and transports; and 

the deep woof! Crump! Crump! of bursting bombs a mile away, gave me a 
queer feeling in the pit of my stomach. But we still continued to sit on as 
though it were all a play.3 

Benson and two mission sisters watched the attacks on the warships until they saw 
boats being lowered over the sides of the transports with hundreds of men tumbling 
into them. It was only then that the missionaries, with a few of their possessions 
hastily thrown together, started to make their way towards Kokoda.4 As the 
missionaries fled Gona, the small Australian force in the area began to concentrate 
between Kokoda and Awala. Watson had 105 Papuan soldiers, with three Australian 
officers and three Australian NCOs, under his command.5 

By the end of the day, 430 men from the Japanese 5th Sasebo Special Naval Landing 
Party and naval base units had disembarked at Giruwa, five kilometres north-west of 
Buna, where they soon began constructing a base. Meanwhile troops of the 
Yokoyama Advance Party, consisting of about 900 infantry and combat engineers, 
had landed at Gona. One of its forward units moved quickly towards Kokoda as soon 
as it had landed. Early the next morning, the main strength of the Yokoyama Advance 
Party pushed inland to prepare roads and supply lines for the imminent advance of the 
main invading force.6 

1 Report of the Japanese invasion of Buna, by Capt F A Champion, ADO, ANGAU war diary July– 
August 1942, AWM, AWM52, item 1/10/1; Prologue by James Benson to “Lost Troops” by Seizo 
Okada, p. 20, AWM, MSS732, item 1. 
2 McCarthy, South-West Pacific Area first year, p. 132. 
3 Prologue by James Benson to “Lost Troops” by Seizo Okada, p. 20, AWM, MSS732, item 1. 
4 The missionaries eventually met a small group of five Australian soldiers and five downed American 
airmen led by Lieutenant Arthur Smith from the PIB. Smith tried to lead the group to Port Moresby but 
they were ambushed by the Japanese, who killed four Australians. Smith and the two female 
missionaries, Miss Mavis Parkinson and Miss May Hayman, were captured by the Japanese and were 
executed. Benson was captured but survived; the Americans were killed. The missionaries and civilians 
from Sangara Mission and plantation, including two priests and two sisters, were also captured and 
executed by the Japanese. The Australian government had encouraged women and children to leave 
New Guinea and the territories as early as March 1941, and by the end of the year 600 women and 
children had been evacuated to Australia. A number of women remained behind, though, including 
missionaries and nurses. Prologue by James Benson to “Lost Troops” by Seizo Okada, p. 21, AWM, 
MSS732, item 1; McCarthy, South-West Pacific Area first year, p. 42, p. 132 and p. 139. 
5 McCarthy, South-West Pacific Area first year, pp. 123–24. The strength of the PIB should have been 
about 20 or 30 officers and 280 other ranks. It is not clear what happened to the other half of the 
battalion and why they were not with Watson. New Guinea Force Headquarters and General (Air) war 
diary, June 1942, New Guinea Force Operational Instruction No 18, 15 June 1942, AWM, AWM52, 
item 1/5/51. 
6 Bullard, Japanese Army operations in the South Pacific Area, p. 124. 

7 



 

 

 

 
  

 

   
 

 

                                                 
 

  
  

 
  

 
   

  
 

Throughout 22 July the PIB patrolled the area and tracks around Awala. The first 
major skirmish occurred in the afternoon of the 23rd when a small patrol engaged a 
group of Japanese just east of Awala. The Japanese, armed with mortars, machine-
guns and a field piece, eagerly returned fire and the PIB patrol largely melted away. 
At about this time a platoon from the Australian 39th Battalion’s B Company arrived 
at Awala. The platoon was to have held Awala, but after exchanging fire with the 
Japanese fell back to Wairopi. Here, Watson tried to organise what was left of the 
PIB, which now consisted of just a few Australian officers and NCOs and a handful of 
Papuans – the rest having “gone bush”. By the morning of the 24th, the Australian 
platoon and Watson’s small group were on the western side of the Kumusi River, 
having destroyed the bridge behind them. B Company’s two other platoons were 
deployed between Kokoda and Gorari. 

Since May, prior to the Japanese invasion of Papua, Allied intelligence had been 
aware of the Japanese interest in taking Port Moresby by land.7 On 9 June General 
MacArthur wrote to General Blamey saying that there was increasing evidence to 
suggest that the Japanese were interested in developing a route from Buna through 
Kokoda to Port Moresby and that minor forces might try either to attack Moresby or 
use it as a base to support a seaborne operation. Three days earlier General Morris, 
whose command was now called New Guinea Force (NGF), had decided to send 
Watson’s PIB to Kokoda on foot. The PIB were not specifically to engage the enemy; 
theirs was a reconnaissance role to observe the different approaches to Kokoda from 
the coast.8 

Several days later Blamey ordered Morris to take further steps to defend the north 
coast and secure the Kokoda area, and on 22 June Morris received orders to “send 
white troops” to defend the overland route. The code name for the operation was 
“Maroubra”. The following day, Morris told Brigadier Selwyn Porter that a company 
from the 39th Battalion of his 30th Brigade would be sent to Kokoda. The rest of the 
battalion was to follow. Maroubra Force, as it became known, was to consist of the 
39th Battalion, the PIB, and attached supporting units. The force was to delay any 
enemy advance from Awala to Kokoda, and stop any Japanese movement towards 
Moresby.9 

Morris was sceptical that a Japanese overland advance on Port Moresby across the 
mountains could succeed, but did as he was ordered. As far as he was concerned, the 
track to Kokoda was suitable not even for mules but only for men, who would have to 
carry their weapons and equipment with them. He was more concerned with securing 
Moresby’s coastline, as he considered that the real threat of invasion would be from 
the sea. When Morris handed over command of  NGF to Lieutenant General Sydney 

7 On 19 May Allied code-breakers in Melbourne intercepted a Japanese radio message which 

mentioned they intended to take Moresby by land but that they considered the Allied “air strength in
 
the Australian area at present will make it impossible to keep Moresby supplied by the sea route 

between Rabaul and Moresby after the latter is occupied.” Bleakley, The eavesdroppers, p. 43.  

8 McCarthy, South-West Pacific Area first year, p. 114; New Guinea Force Operational Instruction No. 

16, 12 June 1942, New Guinea Force Headquarters and General (Air) war diary, June 1942, AWM, 

AWM52, item 1/5/51. 

9 New Guinea Force war dairy, 22 and 23 June 1942; New Guinea Force Operational Instruction No. 

16, 12 June 1942, New Guinea Force Headquarters and General (Air) war diary, June 1942, AWM, 

AWM52, item 1/5/51. 
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Chapter 2 
The track’s wartime route 

“Track slippery some places had to crawl hand and knees. 
Hills & yet more hills” 

Warrant Officer George Mowatt, diary, 27 July 1942 

The track to Kokoda is becoming increasingly well trodden. Thousands of Australians 
each year are making the pilgrimage to Kokoda, to follow in the footsteps of the 
soldiers who fought along the track more than 60 years ago. Most of what they walk, 
from Owers’ Corner to Kokoda station, is still along wartime tracks. There are some 
variations and deviations, but the route of the present-day track or tracks can still be 
considered “authentic”. 

The track’s historic route 

After completing the draft manuscript of South-West Pacific Area: first year, in 1953 
the historian, writer, and former soldier Dudley “Mac” McCarthy returned to Papua to 
explore its battlefields.1 Before the war McCarthy had been a patrol officer in New 
Guinea and volunteered for the AIF in 1940. He served in the infantry in the Middle 
East and held a variety of staff appointments in Australia and in the islands. As an 
author of the Australian official histories of the Second World War, McCarthy had 
complete access to all official records as well as the comments, letters, and diaries of 
the principal participants. Yet, despite this unrestricted access and his own military 
experience, McCarthy felt compelled to visit Kokoda for himself. He needed, as he 
put it, to “test the correctness of [this] narrative against the ground”.2 Shortly after 
returning to Australia, McCarthy wrote a brief article about his trek to Kokoda. This 
article later formed the basis for his description of the track’s route which featured in 
his history. McCarthy’s article began with the following introduction: 

Running through the centre of Papua like a spine is the towering Owen 
Stanley Range. On the coast, south of these dark mountains, Port Moresby 
lies. On the coast, north of them, is the Buna–Sanananda–Gona area. Through 
the mountains between the two is only a faint track, a native pad. So it was 
before the war. Few then passed over this track – only the barefoot natives, 
now a missionary, now a patrolling officer of the Administration, now one of 

1 McCarthy walked the Kokoda Track from Owers’ Corner to Sanananda as well as the Wau–Mubo
 
tracks in New Guinea. Letter Douglas McCarthy to Gavin Long, 26 November 1953, AWM, AWM93,
 
item 50/9/3/4B.  

2 McCarthy’s account was broadcast on ABC radio on 12 November 1954. McCarthy, “Kokoda Re-
visited”, p. 11.
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those lost and wandering white men ... And then come thousands of soldiers, 
climbing, toiling, sweating, panting, trembling, retching, fighting and dying 
along the track. Now few traces of their long agony remain – and as the track 
was before they passed, so it is again.3 

McCarthy’s description evokes the physicality of the terrain as well as the human 
drama of the campaign. It also helped establish the now widely held belief that before 
the war the Kokoda Track was an almost forgotten “native pad”. Elsewhere, 
McCarthy refers to it as a “primitive foot track”. Such comments are now common. 
Sections of the track were routinely described as being “badly formed”, “poor” or in a 
“bad condition”, as in a September 1942 Australian engineers’ report.4 The track was 
unknown to the young soldiers and their officers who had to traverse it during the war 
but, as Hank Nelson has pointed out, the track was well known to New Guinea 
residents and was far from “forgotten”. Nelson has asserted that the Kokoda Track 
was probably one of the “best known tracks” in Papua, as it had been used regularly 
for nearly 40 years prior to the start of the campaign. This is a point that has often 
been forgotten by Australian historians, writers, politicians, and other commentators.5 

The Kokoda Track runs 60 miles (97 kilometres) from Owers’ Corner, on the 
southern side of the imposing Owen Stanley Range, across the mountains to the 
Kokoda plateau in the Yodda Valley. From Kokoda, the track slips down towards the 
sea on Papua’s north coast. Before the start of the campaign in July 1942, the only 
airstrip along the length of the track between Port Moresby and the north coast was at 
Kokoda. Control of this grass airstrip was thus essential for any military operation 
conducted on Papua’s north coast or in support of an overland push towards 
Moresby.6 

The track across the Owen Stanley Range was first used by Australians during the 
1890s to reach the Yodda goldfield on the north coast. In 1899, the government 
surveyor H.H. Stuart-Russell spent three months marking out and mapping the track. 
The track came into regular use in 1904, when a government station was established 
at Kokoda. An early visitor to the area described Kokoda as a “radiant spot” with the 
Resident Magistrate’s house being “native, rambling and picturesque”. The Resident 
Magistrate, Charles Monckton, reported that the site had been selected in part because 
it allowed for “regular and rapid communication with Port Moresby”. With the 
establishment of the government station, a mail service between Port Moresby and the 
north coast began. The mailbags were carried by members of the Armed Native 
Constabulary, who operated the service until 1942. Before the overland route, mail 
was sent by ship around Papua’s coast to Moresby; it took about six weeks to receive 
a reply. The mail route was used regularly by government officials, missionaries, 

3 Kokoda Re-visited, p. 1, AWM, AWM67, item 13/73. This narrative was the basis for a radio 
broadcast by the Australian Broadcasting Commission (ABC) on 12 November 1954 and was 
subsequently published in the RSL journal Stand-to. 
4 See Track, Uberri–Alola, 16 September 1942, from Lieut Gossip – 2/6 Aust Field Coy, att 21 Inf Bde, 
AWM, AWM54, item 863/4/5.
5 Nelson, “Kokoda”, p. 115. 
6 There was also an airstrip on the Yodda plateau which was opened in 1934, two years after the 
airstrip at Kokoda. The airstrip at Yodda was used to fly in heavy equipment for the mine. When the 
Kienzle homestead in the Yodda Valley had to be abandoned following the Japanese landings, Herbert 
Kienzle disabled the airfield by digging holes into the strip and dragging boxes of stores across it as 
obstacles. Information supplied by Soc Kienzle. 
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called the Golden Staircase. They 
led down, down into a sort of 
blue, wraith-like pool.”24 

On 21 July Captain Geoffrey 
“Doc” Vernon, a medical officer 
attached to ANGAU, was making 
his way forward to the 39th 
Battalion at Kokoda, when he 
came across a group of soldiers 
cutting stairs into the long and 
steep descent down the north side 
of Imitia Ridge. Talking to the 
men, Vernon, a Great War 
veteran who had served with the 
Light Horse, recorded that the 
“road gang” had been told to have 
a rest because some of their stores 
had not yet arrived. But rather 
than “knock off” they volunteered 
to continue putting in the steps so 
as to make the trip easier for the 
carriers. They said “they pitied 
the poor B........s scrambling over 
the slippery hillsides, so they put 
in their spare time to help them. 
This is the true digger spirit and a 
fine way of showing their consideration for our hard pressed carriers.”25 

This famous photograph in McCarthy’s official history, 
South-West Pacific Area first year, is captioned as showing 

the Golden Stairs, leading up the southern side of Imita 
Ridge. AWM 026837 

Although it is debatable whether the Golden Stairs were cut into the southern or 
northern slopes, most sources locate the stairs on the southern side of the ridge. It is 
reasonable to assume too that the “diggers” would have given a nickname to the first 
staircase they came to along the track. Either way, this particular staircase was only a 
foretaste of the difficulties to come. The climb up to Ioribaiwa was longer and steeper 
than the climb to Imita. Ioribaiwa was over 2,700 feet above sea level. Osmar White, 
another war correspondent, walked the track in August. He later wrote that there were 
about 1,000 steps up to Imita Ridge and about 4,000 steps up to Ioribaiwa.26 The 
number of steps on various climbs often varies in different accounts. Doubtless many 
men would have tried to count each step but they would soon have lost track through 
exhaustion and the need to go on. The number of steps in each staircase is probably 
just best estimates.   

The track continues 

From Ioribaiwa, the track makes a brief but steep decent before crossing Ofi Creek 
and then makes a long climb over the crest of the Maguli Range; it is then a long 

24 Reading, Papuan Story, p. 39. 

25 A war diary. The Owen Stanley Campaign: July–November 1942, p. 3, Salmon papers, AWM,
 
PR00297, item 16–17.  

26 White, Green armour, p. 190. 
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The map of the “Kokoda Road” showing the route patrolled by Lieutenants William Palmer and 
William Young. This map was traced from a print of a map of Road Recce by NGF Survey Section on 

21 June 1942. AWM, AWM54, item 587/7/25. 

It was not until September, when the Australians had fallen back to Imita Ridge, that 
they received better quality maps. The first of these was the Kagi–Naoro [sic] Area, 
one inch to one mile, map issued to Brigadier Kenneth “Ken” Eather’s 25th Brigade. 
This map, dated 8 September 1942, was produced by the 2nd Field Survey Section 
and was soon superseded. 
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Military maps were frequently updated and revised using track reports, information 
from people who usually had some first-hand knowledge of the ground, and aerial 
photographs. It was not until the arrival of American photographic squadrons that 
runs of tri-metrogon photographs could be produced. These photographic runs were 
taken from an aircraft mounted with three cameras that took overlapping photographs 
from one horizon to another. Yet even with aerial photographs, annotating, 
heightening, and compiling topographic material for the Owen Stanley Range still 
proved to be very difficult. Tracks between villages disappeared into the dense jungle 
while villages themselves could prove difficult to locate. Cloud cover was also a 
problem. Villages and track routes were identified through close examination of 
photographs and through discussions with patrol officers, “old hands”, and those who 
knew the ground well.51 

51 Viccars, History of New Guinea Survey Section, later 8 Australian Field Survey Section, p. 8. 

38 



39 
 

 



 

 

  
 

                                                 
    

 

 
Surveyors used aerial composite photographs, such as this one of the 


Imita Ridge – Kagi area, when producing their wartime maps. 


During August, for 
example, the section now 
titled the 2nd Field 
Survey Section and 
based at 
Seventeen Mile, worked 
to produce a map of the 
Kokoda–Gona area at 
two miles to an inch. 
This map was compiled 
from aerial photographs 
and additional 
information supplied by 
ANGAU officers who 
identified the villages 
and tracks. Major Allan 
Cameron, who had 
recently temporarily 
commanded the 39th 
Battalion, contributed by 
identifying villages 
along the track between 
Kokoda and Myola. The 
section also produced a 
revised map at two miles 
to an inch of the Kokoda 
area, often called the 
“K11 map”.52 

Plotted from oblique 
photographs and 
Cameron’s comments, 
the map of the Kokoda 
area was completed in 
early September. The 
section’s war diary 
admitted though that the 
“accuracy of the work” 
was known to be 
“doubtful”, as the 
section’s surveyors were 
unable to inspect the 

ground. Due to the high tempo of the campaign, the emphasis was on producing 
usable maps quickly. “Extreme accuracy” was “NOT required”, the section was told. 
Their survey work was instead to focus on constantly improving each map as new 

52 General report, 1 Aug 42 to 31 Aug 42, 2nd Field Survey Section war diary, July to September 1942, 
AWM, AWM52, item 6/1/18. 
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information and details came to hand.53 In mid-September, the section completed a 
revised version of the Kagi–Naoro [sic] Area map, which the 2/1st Topographical 
Survey Company, located in Toowoomba, Queensland, reproduced in colour. The 
company printed 3,500 copies of the map.54 

53 General report, 1 Sep 42 to 30 Sep 42, 2nd Field Survey Section war diary, July to September 1942, 

AWM, AWM52, item 6/1/18; Survey policy, HQ NG Force, 15 Oct 42, 2nd Field Survey Section war
 
diary, October to December 1942, AWM, AWM52, item 6/1/18. 

54 2/1st Army Topographical Survey Company war diary, 12 September 1942, AWM, AWM52, item
 
6/1/21. 
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During October, the section began 
working on sheets of the Uberi 
and Efogi area at a scale of one 
inch to one mile. The idea was to 
join all the available information 
between Port Moresby and Buna, 
but this proved to be more 
difficult than had been anticipated 
and again, there were some 
concerns over accuracy. The 
section’s war diary described the 
work as a “thankless task”, with 
the tie-up between the existing 
maps being based on “guess 
work”. The topographical features 
were based mainly on the Kagi– 
Naoro [sic] Area map, detailed 
plots from the oblique 
photographs in the Alola to 
Myola area, and river features 
around the head waters of the Goldie and Hiwick Rivers. 55 

A section of the 1943 Wairopi one inch to one mile scale map. 

Although the section worked on these sheets, it is not clear if they were produced or 
printed in large numbers, as by this time the Australians were pressing the Japanese 
further back towards the coast. Shortly after the completion of the Uberi and Efogi 
sheets, the section also finished a scale map of Wairopi at one inch to one mile, which 
covered the tracks running from Kokoda to Wairiopi and on to Buna. From November 
much of the section’s work was taken up with revising and updating the sheets of the 
beachheads area. Plans were also being made for future operations in New Guinea; 
the section worked on a large series of sketch maps for places such as Lae, Salamaua, 
and the Markham River – all areas that were to see fierce fighting during the 
following year.56 

The only area along the Kokoda Track to receive thorough attention was Uberi. From 
October to February 1943 the section, now titled the 8th Field Survey Section, 
surveyed and completed a detailed map of Uberi and its surrounds. This one inch to 
one mile scale map covered the road from Sogeri through McDonald’s to Owers’ 
Corner, and from there the track up to Ioribaiwa and on to Nauro. Sheets in the same 
series were to have also been produced of Myola and Kokoda, but they do not seem to 
have been completed. There is no mention of the section working on these sheets in 
its war diary, nor does the Memorial have any copies of them in its map collection. 
With the fighting now having moved on to other areas of New Guinea, there was no 
longer the immediate need for such detailed maps, nor could the army afford to have a 
detachment of their skilled surveyors spend four or more months working on an area 
that was now a rear area. A one inch to one mile map of Kokoda was reproduced by 

55 General report, 1 Oct 42 to 31 Oct 42, 2nd Field Survey Section war diary, October to December 

1942, AWM, AWM52, item 6/1/18. 

56 General report, 1 Nov 42 to 30 Nov 42, 2nd Field Survey Section war diary, October to December 

1942, AWM, AWM52, item 6/1/18. 
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the 2/1st Army Topographical Survey Company in March 1944 which was largely 
based on the earlier Wairopi map.   

A section of the 1943 Uberi 1 inch to 1 mile map. This map covers the beginning of the Kokoda Track 
from Owers’ Corner through to Nauro. It took several months for Australian army surveyors to produce 

this detailed map. 

During 1944 and 1945, Allied operations were carried out in New Guinea and 
beyond. No new survey work was carried out along the length of the Kokoda Track, 
although some of the earlier maps, such as Uberi and a map of the Kokoda area, were 
reproduced during 1944. Australian signallers would have used these maps as they 
maintained the lines of communications across the Owen Stanleys. 
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A section of the 1944 Kokoda, one inch to one mile map. This particular map seems to have been based 
on the earlier Wairopi map. Note how the location of the villages of Habuari, Missima, Kaile and Siga 

have been amended. 

During the campaign, army signallers had followed closely behind the Australian 
infantry, building a tree-slung signal line along the track from Ilolo to Kokoda. This 
signal line was operating the day after the capture of Kokoda. The line was later 
extended to Dobodura. During 1943, communications across the Owen Stanleys were 
improved when the Americans began developing airstrips along Papua’s north coast. 
Australian signallers from the line sections of the 18th Line of Communications 

45 





















 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
  

Chapter 3 
“Track” or “Trail”? 

“That terrible track which is now known as the Kokoda Trail” 
George Johnston, New Guinea Diary, 1943 

In recent years, many hours have been wasted and much ink has been spilt debating 
whether the foot route across the Owen Stanley Range, connecting Port Moresby with 
Buna, should be called the “Kokoda Trail” or the “Kokoda Track”. Both terms were 
used interchangeably during the war and at the time they were not considered to be 
mutually exclusive. “Track” was probably more prominent in the Australian diggers’ 
lexicon, while “Trail” received official sanction with the granting of the battle honour 
“Kokoda Trail” and its subsequent gazetting by the Papua New Guinean government 
as the formal name.  

Whereas the use of the terms “Kokoda Track” and “Kokoda Trail” once coincided, 
the “track” versus “trail” debate has now become impassioned and at times almost 
belligerent, as Kokoda takes an ever-increasing prominence in Australia’s military 
pantheon, second only to Gallipoli in the nation’s sentiment. Supporters of the 
“Kokoda Track” object to the use of the word “trail” on the grounds that “trail” is 
considered to be an American word, whereas “track” is strongly associated with the 
language of the Australian bush. Take, for an example, a letter of complaint published 
in the Australian War Memorial’s magazine, Wartime. Writing in response to an 
article that used “Kokoda Trail”, Jim Eastwood of Guilford, NSW wrote: “When did 
‘track’ become ‘trail’? I have always known the Kokoda Track as just that, the term 
‘trail’ being an Americanism: are we losing our identity to the USA?”1 Eastwood’s 
complaint is typical of the criticisms levelled against the use of the word “trail”.   

The Australian wartime use of both “track” and “trail” has eclipsed a third word – 
“road”. In his work on the history of the Kokoda Track, Canberra researcher Geoffrey 
Dabb has shown that pre-war colonial records in Papua often referred to it as a road. 
In Charles Monckton’s Last Days in New Guinea (1922) the route from Port Moresby 
across the Owen Stanley Range to Buna is marked as a “road”.2 (Monckton served as 
a resident magistrate in Papua between 1897 and 1907, and was instrumental in 
establishing the government station at Kokoda Plateau.) The British New Guinea 
Annual Report for 1921–22 stated that there was “a pedestrian road” from Port 
Moresby across the Owen Stanley Range and noted that “the scenery en route is 

1 Eastwood, “Off the track”, Wartime, p. 4. 
2 Monckton, Last days in New Guinea, p. i. 
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magnificent”. The annual report for the following year noted that the “natives” 
maintained the “main roads, in addition to and as an extra, to the ordinary village 
roads”. In the 1930–31 annual report, the Lieutenant Governor Hubert “John” Murray 
wrote: 

I have been visiting Kokoda, of course on foot, ever since 1907; and I walked 
there again this year. But this will, I think, be the last time, for the station is 
now linked to Port Moresby by aeroplane service. It is a pleasant road from 
Kokoda back to Buna so long as one passes through the forest.3 

These roads were really pathways that were used regularly. The use of the name 
“Kokoda Road” continued into the campaign. When Lieutenants Palmer and Young, 
from the 3rd Battalion, carried out a reconnaissance patrol along the trail during June 
and July, the sketch map they produced identified the route from Ioribaiwa to Kokoda 
as the Kokoda Road.4 The term road is also used in a report written after the campaign 
by the 30th Brigade’s commander, Brigadier Porter.   

The Kokoda Road is the name given the mere goat track which threads along 
the steep side of the … valley. It was apparently aimed at the lowest portion of 
the silhouette of the Owen Stanleys but, like all native pads, it makes no 
attempt at contouring the incidental spurs encountered, with the result that its 
altitude alters like a switchback.5 

According to Bill James, locals today still refer to the route by its Motu name Dala or 
Dalama, as in the Buna Dala or Kokouda Dala, meaning the Buna Road or the 
Kokoda Road. Dala, however, can also mean “path”, “track”, or “way”.6 Although 
dala has survived, with the influx of Australians new to the territory during 1942, the 
description “road” was largely replaced by “track”.  

As Stuart Hawthorne showed in his history The Kokoda Trail, the use of the word 
“track” has had a long history. The first written use of the word “track” to describe 
any unformed path in Papua appeared in the Journal of the Royal Geographical 
Society, published in London in 1876. By the early twentieth century, the use of the 
term “track”, either alone or with other words, was a regular occurrence. By 
comparison, the earliest written use of the word “trail” to describe paths in New 
Guinea was in the entomologist Evelyn Cheeseman’s account of visiting Papua during 
the early 1930s in The two roads in Papua (1935).7 

During the Kokoda campaign, the routes across the Owen Stanley Range were 
marked on the wartime maps as “tracks”. The Kagi–Naro [sic] Area, one inch to one 
mile map, used by the 25th Brigade for its advance across the range, shows the Old 
Kokoda Track and the Main Track as well as other paths such as the Police Track. 
The use of “track” also applies for the Kokoda Area K11 1:126,720 scale map, the 

3 Dabb, “A short explanation of the name ‘Kokoda Trail’”, p. 6.
 
4 Recce report Sogeri–Kokoda Track,  NGF Intelligence Report no. 34, AWM, AWM54, item 5877/23.  

5 Notes on Japanese tactics etc, and lessons learnt Kokoda–Alola Area, AWM, AWM54, item
 
577/7/28. 

6 James, Field guide to the Kokoda Track, p. 32.  

7 Hawthorne, The Kokoda Trail, p. 233. 
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is not possible to give a definitive ruling for one over the other. The most appropriate 
choice would be to follow the examples of the official historians and let authors use 
their own preference. Rather than debate the name, it is more important to remember 
the service and sacrifice of those Australians, Papuans, and Japanese who fought and 
died along its path. 
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stemming from a period in which the history of the country was decided by Australians 
acting specifically in Australia’s interests. This was a deliberate move to position Australian 
nationalism away from Gallipoli, where Australian forces were a junior partner in the larger 
British Empire, to Kokoda – a battle fought and controlled largely by Australians, on 
Australian territory, and fought, it was thought at the time, to defend the Australian mainland 
from invasion.3 

Much of this emphasis has centred on the experiences of Australian soldiers along the track, 
the spirit of mateship and the struggle against the odds, which are seen as central to 
Australian national identity. This connection between the digger and an Australian national 
type was evident during the war. In his Soldier superb (1943), Allen Dawes argued that 
Kokoda was the “ultimate test” of  “Australian grit and guts.” It was “Australian courage and 
resource and sheer physical endurance [that] eventually beat the Japanese back to the coast.”4 

The war correspondent George Johnston, in New Guinea diary (1943), had already realised 
the importance of the campaign. Johnston was sure that the name 

“Kokoda Trail” is going to live in the minds of Australians for generations, just as 
another name, Gallipoli, lives on as freshly today, twenty-seven years after it first 
gained significance in Australian minds.5 

Both are still strongly remembered. Keating’s push to elevate Kokoda’s profile has certainly 
been successful, and it is now probably the best known Australian campaign of the Second 
World War; but it is yet to seriously challenge Gallipoli’s central position at the heart of 
Australian sentiment. Others maintain that the “spirit” shown by the Australians and Papuans 
along the track can serve as inspiration to overcome the adversities of everyday life. During 
each trekking season, sporting teams, corporate groups, and other organisations walk the 
track in search of mystical bonding in the mountains. The ordeal of the track can even bring 
on a spiritual awakening in some trekkers. One young trekker later described her epiphany 
after having completed the track: “Kokoda has given me my spirit. I can recognise it, and 
although I cannot yet describe it, I know it.” In addition to the memories, through photos of 
her trip she “will forever hold a part of Kokoda inside” herself. “I have the spirit now. It has 
shown me who I am … I now know what matters in life.”6 

Findings: The Kokoda Track holds a special significance for Australians. 
It was a bloody campaign fought on Australian territory that brought 
home the menace of Japanese invasion of mainland Australia. There are 
still many areas of the campaign that require research.  

Recommendations: Original research into Kokoda needs to look beyond 
narratives of the campaign and the experiences of Australian soldiers. 
Areas that require attention include Australian war graves along the track, 
an analysis of the Japanese perspective on the campaign, and a study 
assessing the cultural significance of the Kokoda Track to the peoples of 
Papua New Guinea. 

3 Nelson, “Gallipoli, Kokoda and the making of national identity”, p. 162. 

4 Dawes, Soldier superb, p. 13.
 
5 Johnston, New Guinea diary, pp.1–2
 
6 Lindsay, The spirit of Kokoda, p. 12. See also Lindsay, The essence of Kokoda. 
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War correspondents were the first to write about the campaign, initially in newspapers and 
then in books such as Johnston’s New Guinea diary, Osmar White’s Green armour (1945), 
Geoff Reading’s Papuan story (1946) and Raymond Paull’s Retreat from Kokoda (1958). 
McCarthy’s South-West Pacific Area first year was published the following year. McCarthy’s 
and Paull’s are still the most comprehensive histories of the campaign, although Paul Ham’s 
Kokoda (2004), even if written in journalese, is a thorough work. Peter Brune, in Those 
ragged bloody heroes (1991), was the first author to extensively use oral history to write 
about the soldiers’ experiences during the campaign. Since then, many more works have been 
published on the campaign and several documentaries have also been produced. Much of this 
work though has concentrated either on soldiers’ reminiscences, biographies of the 
commanders, or narratives of the campaign of mixed quality and originality. 

A subject awaiting study is the issue of war graves along the Kokoda Track. As is discussed 
in the appendix, after the war there were just over 200 Australians who had no known grave 
along the track and surrounding areas, including the beachheads. There were also the remains 
of several thousand Japanese in those areas. Panels dedicated to the missing in Bomana War 
Cemetery list the names of 160 Australians killed during the campaign. Given lobbying and 
the Australian public’s interest in trying to locate and identify the remains of the “missing” 
from the First World War, particularly the recent discovery of the mass grave at Fromelles – 
given also the numerous searches for HMAS Sydney (II) lost during the Second World War, 
and the veterans who have taken it upon themselves to find and repatriate the six missing 
Australians from the Vietnam War, it is only a matter of time before someone starts asking 
what happened to Kokoda’s missing.  

A similar issue has already surfaced once before. In 1992 journalist and author Patrick 
Linsday, producer of the documentary Kokoda – the bloody track (1992), went public with 
claims that there were the remains of more than 70 Australians buried at the site of the 
Brigade Hill cemetery. This issue received much media attention and was hotly debated. 
After an investigation, the Office of Australian War Graves was able to confirm that the 
remains of 52 Australian soldiers buried at Brigade Hill and 20 buried on Mission Hill had 
been removed and re-interred in Bomana War Cemetery in 1944. Doubts, however, remain.7 

During the past 12 years a number of bodies thought to be Australian have been discovered 
along the Kokoda Track and around Sanananda. More recently, in November 2008, the 
remains from two graves found at Buna were assessed to be Australian soldiers.8 Virtually 
nothing has been published on the work of the Australian war graves units or the war graves 
service during the Second World War. Further research into this topic would provide a 
clearer understanding of how and where war graves were located along the track, and 
hopefully will identify the exact number of Australians who still have no known grave. 
Possible partnerships for this research include the Office of Australian War Graves and the 
Army History Unit, both based in Canberra.  

While there are still areas of the Australian campaign that can be explored further, little has 
been published in English on the Japanese campaign. Apart from the McCarthy’s official 
history, for a long time Lex McAulay’s Blood and iron (1991) was the only history that 

7 For more on the story and newspaper cuttings see, “The myth of Brigade Hill”, 
http://www.warbooks.com.au/Kokoda%20Trial%20Page_files/Kokoda%20History/Brigade%20Hill/Myth%20o
 
f%20Brigade%20Hill.htm, <accessed 13 November 2008>. 

8 The remains of the Australian soldiers are stored in Australia’s High Commission in Port Moresby. “Forensic 

team to probe possible soldiers’ remains in PNG”, 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/01/19/2469149.htm?section=world, <accessed 14 February 2009>. 
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provided a detailed discussion of the experiences of Japanese servicemen during the 
campaign. To do this McAulay made extensive use of  captured Japanese letters and diaries 
that were translated by the Allied Translator and Interpreter Service (ATIS) during the war. 
Paul Ham used a similar methodology for his Kokoda. He also conducted a number of 
interviews with surviving Japanese veterans. The translation of the Japanese official history, 
published as Army operations in the South Pacific Area (2007) has now made the Japanese 
story far more accessible, while the critical success of Shaun Gibbons’s documentary Beyond 
Kokoda (2008) and the commercial success of Charles Happell’s The bone man of Kokoda 
(2008) demonstrate the widespread interest in the Japanese experience. These works though 
are just the start of integrating the Australian and Japanese histories of Kokoda. New 
scholarship could continue this further, particularly if more Japanese sources, such as 
regimental and unit histories, were translated into English. Organisations that could be 
approached to assist in carrying out this work include the Australia–Japan Research Project 
(AJRP) a joint enterprise between the Australian War Memorial and the Japanese Embassy in 
Canberra, and the National Institute of Defence Studies (NIDS) in Tokyo. 

While these historic studies can look at the importance of the track from an Australian and 
Japanese point of view, a specific study addressing the significance of the Kokoda Track to 
the people of Papua New Guinea also needs to be carried out. While much of the archival 
material is in Australia, time is running out to record the oral histories of the remaining few 
carriers who are still alive in Papua New Guinea and to record the shared experiences of the 
villages at war. Such a study would need to include men and women from all over Papua 
New Guinea, including Rabaul, and not just those villagers who live along the track or 
around the Buna area. 

Findings: There is no definitive answer to the “Kokoda Track” versus 
“Kokoda Trail” debate. Both were used during the campaign. The 
Australian soldiers who fought the campaign called it a “track”, but “trail” 
became increasing popular and eventually the route was gazetted the 
Kokoda Trail by the Papua New Guinea government.  

Recommendations: Both Kokoda Track and Kokoda Trail are historically 
correct. It is at the user’s discretion to choose either term. 

Findings: The Kokoda Track has become a site of pilgrimage for 
Australians. The current track largely follows the main wartime track from 
Owers’ Corner to Kokoda station. Other tracks were used or at least 
patrolled during the war. The areas where the modern track deviates 
largely from the wartime track are: across Imita Ridge, the track to present-
day Efogi, and the track from the Isurava battle site towards Deniki.  

Recommendations: Field research is necessary to confirm and compare the 
wartime route of the track with the modern track. This work needs to 
confirm the UTM coordinates of various locations along the track that 
have already been published, and new readings need to be made of other 
tracks significant to the campaign.  
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Identification of the wartime routes and locations of the Kokoda Track can only be confirmed 
through field studies. Much of this work has already been carried out by Bill James for his 
Field guide to the Kokoda Track (2008), but it can be taken further; for example, identifying 
the UTM coordinates for the Golden Stairs, the path from Kagi to Templeton’s Crossing, the 
track to Myola, and the original track between the Isurava battle site and Deniki. Similarly, 
James’s coordinates need to be corroborated. It is really only with field research – walking 
and plotting the track with experts who know the ground and with local land owners – that 
the actual wartime tracks can be identified. To understand the significance of the Kokoda 
Track, one needs a stout pair of boots. 
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Appendices 

Principal units involved and their commanders 

(Note: names in brackets indicate replacements in chronological order.) 

New Guinea Force (NGF)1 

Major General Basil Morris 
(Lieutenant General Sydney Rowell) 
(Lieutenant General Edmund Herring) 

7th Division headquarters 
Major General Arthur Allen 
(Major General George Vasey) 

16th Brigade 
Brigadier John Lloyd 

2/1st Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Cullen 

2/2nd Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel Cedric Edgar 

2/3rd Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel John Stevenson 

21st Brigade 
Brigadier Arnold Potts 
(Brigadier Ivan Dougherty) 

2/14th Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Key 
(Lieutenant Colonel Hugh Challen) 

2/16th Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel Albert Caro 

2/27th Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel Geoffrey Cooper  

25th Brigade 
Brigadier Kenneth Eather  

1 List of units and their commanders is based on the document Officers commanding Aust units which 
were engaged in the Owen Stanley–Gona–Sanananda campaign, AWM, AWM54, item 557/6/9. 
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2/25th Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Withy 

(Lieutenant Colonel Richard Marson) 


2/31st Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel Colin Dunbar 

(Lieutenant Colonel James Miller) 


2/33rd Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Buttrose 


30th Brigade 

Brigadier Selwyn Porter  


39th Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel William Owen 

(temporarily Major Allan Cameron) 

(Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Honner) 


53rd Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth Ward 

(temporarily Major Allan Cameron)  


3rd Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel Albert Paul
 
(Lieutenant Colonel Allan Cameron)  


2/1st Pioneer Battalion 

Lieutenant Colonel Arnold Brown 


2/6th Independent Company 

Major Harry Harcourt 


14th Field Regiment 

Lieutenant Colonel Herbert Byrne 

(Lieutenant Colonel Walter Hiscock)
 

Papuan Infantry Battalion (PIB) 

Major William Watson 


2/5th Field Company 

Major Bruce Buddle 


2/6th Field Company 

Major Douglas Thomson 


2/14th Field Company 

Major Ronald Tompson  
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55th Cavalry Regiment 3rd Company (less one platoon) plus 55th Cavalry Regiment 
Pom-pom Gun Squad 
Lieutenant Kawashima Seiki 

55th Engineer Regiment 1st Company plus Materials Platoon (part-strength) 
Captain Takamori Hachirô 

55th Supply Regiment 2nd Company 
Lieutenant Sakigawa Toshiharu 

55th Division Disease Prevention and Water Supply Unit (part-strength) 
Medical Captain Yamamoto Susumu 

5th Mountain Artillery Regiment 1st Battalion 
Lieutenant Colonel Hozumi Shizuo 

55th Division Medical Unit (one-third strength) 
Captain Akao Hamakichi 

55th Division 1st Field Hospital 
Captain Bandô Jôbu 

15th Independent Engineer Regiment 
Colonel Yokoyama Yosuke 
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Casualties 

McCarthy considered that the Japanese had committed at least 6,000 troops to the 
Kokoda campaign, while against them the Australians pitted three experienced AIF 
infantry brigades and an ill-trained Militia brigade. It was only towards the end of the 
campaign that more than one Australian brigade was in action.  

An Australian infantry battalion of this period had a nominal strength of just over 700 
men, all ranks. When going into action, a component of a battalion, usually 100 men 
or more, would be left out of Battle. When the 21st Brigade began moving up the 
Kokoda Track in August 1942, the 2/14th and 2/16th Battalions were each about 550 
men strong.4 When the 25th and 16th Brigades moved up the track in September and 
October respectively, each of their battalions was around 600 men strong. Sickness, 
injuries and fatigue, in addition to combat casualties, quickly took a toll. When the 
2/1st Battalion, for example, moved up the track on 7 October, it was 608 strong. A 
month later it was down to 443 men. By the end of the Kokoda campaign, on 17 
November, the battalion was down to 349 men.5 

From 22 July to 16 November 1942, 103 Australian officers and 1,577 men were 
killed and wounded in New Guinea (this figure does not include casualties from the 
battle of Milne Bay, 26 August to 7 September 1942, or those sustained on 
Goodenough Island). From this figure, 39 officers and 586 men were killed. These 
casualties were nearly all sustained during the Kokoda campaign. Accurate records 
for Australian casualties caused by sickness during this period do not exist, but it was 
thought that between two and three men were hospitalised through sickness for every 
battle casualty.6 

McCarthy, similarly, does not provide figures for the number of Australians who were 
described as “missing” during the campaign. At any time during the fighting, 
particularly during the Australian withdrawal, the numbers of men missing varied: as 
men who had been cut off or were lost rejoined their units; when the bodies of those 
men who had been killed were later discovered; or even if men deserted. The 2/1st 
Battalion from Brigadier Lloyd’s 16th Brigade, for example, counted eight men 
missing as to 22 November 1942. Two weeks later, the number of missing from the 
battalion had risen to 18. This included two officers and 11 men who were “missing 
believed killed”, two men “missing”, and three men “missing believed illegally 
absent”.7 The single largest group of missing came from Brigadier Potts’s 21st 
Brigade, which included the 2/14th, 2/16th and 2/27th Battalions, which had 99 

4 21 Aust Inf Bde Report on Operations: Owen Stanley Range 16 Aug – 20 Sep 1942, p. 61, 21st 

Brigade war diary, August–October 1942, AWM, AWM52, item 8/2/21. 

5 2/1 Aust Inf Bn, daily strengths – New Guinea campaign 1942, 2/1st Battalion war diary, October–
 
December 1942, Narrative New Guinea Campaign, AWM, AWM52, item 8/3/1.  

6 These figures also include the small number of casualties sustained during Japanese bombing of Port 

Moresby and those incurred in New Guinea by Kanga Force in the Wau area. McCarthy, South-West
 
Pacific Area: first year, pp. 334–35.  

7 Following figures as at 0700 22/11/42 16 Aust Inf Bde, 16th Brigade war diary, November 1942, 

AWM, AWM52, item 8/2/16; 2/1st Battalion war  dairy, 4 December 1942, October–December 1942, 

Narrative New Guinea Campaign, AWM, AWM52, item 8/3/1. 
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officers and men posted as missing up to 11 October 1942.8 While researching his 
guide book, Bill James established that there are 160 men who were killed during the 
campaign whose names are listed on panels to the missing in Bomana War Cemetery.9 

Japanese casualties were far higher. More than 5,000 Japanese died in Papua. From 
the limited number of sources available in English, however, it is not possible to 
divide the Japanese casualties between the Kokoda campaign and the beachhead 
battles of Buna, Gona, and Sanananda, nor is it possible to know the exact number of 
those who died. 

Abbreviations:  O Officers ORS Other Ranks 

Australian casualties – Kokoda to Imita Ridge 
22 July – 25 September 194210 

Killed in 
Action 

Death 
presumed 

Died of 
Wounds 

Wounded 
in Action 

Total 

O. ORS O. ORS O. ORS O ORS O. ORS 

21st Brigade HQ - 2 - - - - - 2 - 4 
25th Brigade HQ - - - - - - - - - -
30th Brigade HQ - - - - - - - 2 - 2 

Papuan Infantry 
Battalion 1 1 - - - - 1 - 2 1 
39th Battalion 3 27 2 17 - 7 2 65 7 116 
53rd Battalion 4 8 - 2 - 2 3 20 7 32 
2/14th Battalion 4 73 1 28 1 2 6 128 12 231 
2/16th Battalion 4 56 - 6 - 3 4 90 8 155 
2/27th Battalion - 35 - 2 - 1 3 44 3 82 
3rd Battalion 1 6 - - - 1 1 6 2 13 
2/25th Battalion - 8 - 1 - 3 5 47 5 59 
2/31st Battalion - 12 - - 1 2 3 19 4 33 
2/33rd Battalion 2 1 - - - - - 12 2 13 
2/1st Pioneer 
Battalion - - - - - - - 2 - 2 
7th Division Signals - - - - - 1 - 3 - 4 

Total 19 229 3 56 2 22 28 440 52 747 

8 21 Aust Inf Bde Report on Operations: Owen Stanley Range 16 Aug – 20 Sep 1942, p 60, 21st 

Brigade war diary, August–October 1942, AWM, AWM52, item 8/2/21. 

9 This figure was compiled by counting the names of those men who are listed on panels (rather than 

plots) in Bomana, from the tables naming those killed during the campaign. See James, Field guide to
 
the Kokoda Track. 

10 Battle casualties Owen Stanley campaign – Kokoda to Imita, 22 July – 25 September 1942, AWM,
 
AWM54, item 171/2/48. 
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Australian casualties – Imita Ridge to Wairopi 
26 September – 13 November 194211 

Killed in 
Action 

Death 
presumed 

Died of 
Wounds 

Wounded 
in Action 

Total 

O. ORS. O. ORS O. ORS O ORS O. ORS. 

HQ 7th Division - - - - - - - - - -
25th Brigade HQ - - - - - - - - - -
16th Brigade HQ - - - - - - 1 - 1 -
21st Brigade HQ - - - - - - - - - -

2/25th Battalion 3 26 - - - 2 5 59 8 87 
2/31st Battalion 3 28 - - - 3 4 61 7 92 
2/33rd Battalion 2 23 - 1 1 5 3 63 7 92 
3rd Battalion - 22 - - - 5 1 28 1 55 
2/1st Battalion 3 48 - 4 - 7 8 109 11 168 
2/2nd Battalion 2 37 - - - 5 2 88 4 130 
2/3rd Battalion - 28 - 1 - 10  5 106 5 145 
39th Battalion - 1 - - - - - - - 1 
2/14th Battalion - 8 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 11 
2/16th Battalion - 1 - - - 1 - - - 2 
2/27th Battalion - - - - - 1 - 2 - 3 
2/1st Pioneer 
Battalion - - - - - 1 - 2 - 3 
2/1st Field 
Regiment - 1 - - - - - 1 2 
2/6th Independent 
Company 1 1 - - - - - - 1 1 
7th Division 
Signals - 1 - - - - - - - 1 
1st Mountain 
Battery - - - - - - - 1 - 1 

Total 15 225 - 7 1 41 29 521 45 794 

11 Battle casualties Owen Stanley campaign – Imita to Wairope, 26 September – 13 November, 1942, 
AWM, AWM54, item 171/2/47. 
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Japanese casualties – losses for the South Seas Force12 

Mobilised 
in Japan 

Reinforcements Killed or 
lost 

Survivors 

55th Infantry Group 
headquarters 180 155 253 82 
144th Infantry Regiment 3,500 1,150 3,264 1,386 
55th Cavalry Regiment, 
3rd Company 130 30 130 30 
55th Mountain Artillery 
Regiment, 1st Battalion 900 257 905 252 
55th Engineer Regiment, 
1st Company 300 50 310 40 
55th Supply and 
Transport Regiment, 2nd 
Company 145 30 140 35 
55th Divisional Medical 
Unit (one-third strength) 220 80 250 50 
55th Division Disease 
Prevention and Water 
Supply Unit (part 
strength) 50 10 45 15 
55th Divisional 
Veterinary Workshop 
(part strength) 21 5 20 6 
55th Division 1st Field 
Hospital 140 30 115 55 

Total 5,586 1,797 5,432 1,951 

Estimated 
strength 

Killed or lost Injured Returned 
to 

Rabaul 
41st Infantry Regiment13 2,200 2,000 100 200 

12 The figures above for the South Seas Force were compiled by No. 1 Demobilisation Bureau after the 

war and include those casualties sustained during the invasion of Guam and Rabaul, as well as Papua. 

The force lost heavily in Papua, where its commander and most of its officers were killed. Bullard, 

Japanese Army operations in the South Pacific Area, p. 244. 

13 Koiwai, Record of war in New Guinea, p. 270. 
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Note: Updated figures for Japanese casualties have been supplied by the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs and added to the report by DEWHA with the author’s 
permission. 

Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) and Navy (IJN) casualties in Papua from July 1942 to 
January 1943 cannot be known with the same degree of accuracy as Australian, 
American or Papuan casualties. In a short engagement the Japanese numbers can 
sometimes be known precisely, but the larger the time frame or subject, the less 
accurate the figures are. 

Total IJA and IJN casualties for Papua on land, and in sea and air operations directly 
related to Papua, were 19,250 of which 13,600 were killed or died of illness and 5,650 
were evacuated sick or wounded. 

Imperial Japanese Army Imperial Japanese Navy 

Killed in action 8,400 Killed in action 1,800 

Evacuated wounded 2,000 Evacuated wounded 650 

Died of illness 3,100 Died of illness 300 

Evacuated sick 2,000 Evacuated sick 1,000 

IJA total casualties 15,500 IJN total casualties 3,750 

Narrowing the view to the Kokoda campaign from July 1942 to November 1942, it is 
important to remember that the figures below are not total Nankai Shitai (South Seas 
Force) casualties, as half of the force did not participate in that campaign.  Rather they 
are figures for units that were at some point west of the Kumusi River, so did 
participate in the Kokoda phase of the fighting in Papua.  

Kokoda - Casualties in the Japanese 
Kokoda - Casualties in the Japanese 

retreat to the end of Oivi-Gorari, 13 
advance to 16 September 1942 

November 1942 

Killed in action 405 

Wounded in action 480 

Died of illness 50 

Currently sick 480 

total casualties advance 1,415 

Killed in action 618 

Wounded in action 643 

Died of illness 110 

Sick since 16 Sept 2,300 

total casualties retreat  3,671 

* The sources for Japanese casualty figures given are:
 
a) Japanese unit war diaries and other official documents held at the National Institute of Defence
 

Studies in Tokyo. 
b) Regimental archives, usually held in the Regiment’s home town. 
c) The private papers of Japanese veterans of the campaign. 
d) Senshi Sosho- the Japanese official history. 
e) Allied Translator and Interpreter Service records at the Australian War Memorial. 
f) Japanese monographs at the National Library of Australia. 
g) Various collections of immediate post war interviews with Japanese officers. The best known of 

these is that in the United States Strategic Bombing Survey. It should be noted that the Japanese 
officers interviewed in Rabaul in 1945-46 generally had no idea of casualties in Papua in 1942 and 
their estimates are best ignored. 

75 









http://www.dva.gov.au/oawg/about_OAWG
http://www.cwgc.org/search/cemetery_details.aspx?cemetery=2014300&mode=1




http://ajrp.awm.gov.au/ajrp/AJRP2.nsf/530e35f7e2ae7707ca2571e3001a112d/e7daa03b9084ad56ca25










 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Bibliography 

Archival material 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra 

AWM52 2nd AIF (Australian Imperial Force) and CMF (Citizen Military Forces) unit 
war diaries, 1939–45 War 

3DRL/7137 George Mowat papers 

3DRL/6643 Thomas Blamey papers 

AWM54 Written records, 1939–45 War  

AWM67 Official History, 1939–45 War: records of Gavin Long, General Editor  

AWM76 Official History, 1939–45, biographical files 

AWM93 Australian War Memorial registry files, first series 1919–1993 

MSS0732 Seizo Okada papers 

PR00233 Albert Long papers 

PR00297 Alf Salmon papers 

PR00961 Pat Lee papers 

PR86/105 Clemont Makings papers 

National Archives of Australia, Canberra 

A452 Correspondence files, Department of Territories 

A518 Correspondence files, Department of Territories 

Imperial War Museum, London 

18384 Phillip Rhoden interview 

Articles, books and pamphlets 

Allied Geographic Section, Main routes across New Guinea, 18 October ’42: 
Southwest Papua and Fly River (Brisbane: Allied Geographic Section, Southwest 
Pacific Area, 1942) 

86 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Army Council Secretariat, The official names of the battles, actions & engagements 
fought by the land forces of the Commonwealth during the Australian campaigns in 
the “South-West Pacific 1942–1945” and the “New Zealand campaign in the South 
Pacific 1942–1944” and the “Korean campaign 1950–1953” (London: Her Majesty’s 
Stationary Office, 1958) 

Victor Austin, To Kokoda and beyond: the story of the 39th Battalion 1941–1943 
(Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1988) 

Australian Corps of Signals, Signals: story of the Australian Corps of Signals 
(Sydney: Halstead Press, 1944) 

Australian Military Forces Standing orders for Australian War Graves Service 
(Melbourne: Land Headquarters, 1945) 

Kevin Baker, Paul Cullen, citizen and soldier: the life and times of Major-General 
Paul Cullen, AC, CBE, DSO and Bar, ED, FCA (Dural: Rosenberg Publishing, 2005) 

Theo Barker, Signals: a history of the Royal Australian Corps of Signals 1788 – 1947 
(Canberra: Royal Australian Corps of Signals Committee, 1987) 

Jack Bleakley, The eavesdroppers (Canberra: Australian Government Publishing 
Service, 1992) 

Stuart Braga, Kokoda commander: a life of Major-General “Tubby” Allen (South 
Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 2004) 

Peter Brune, A bastard of a place: the Australians in Papua (Crows Nest: Allen & 
Unwin, 2004) 

Peter Brune, Those ragged bloody heroes: from the Kokoda Trail to Gona Beach 
1942 (North Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1991) 

Steven Bullard [trans.], Army operations in the South Pacific Area: New Britain and 
Papuan campaigns, 1942–43 (Canberra: Australian War Memorial, 2007) 

John Burns, The brown and blue diamond at war: the story of the 2/27th Battalion 
AIF (Adelaide: 2/27th Battalion Ex-servicemen’s Association, 1960) 

C D Coulthard-Clark, Australia’s military map-makers: the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps 1915–96 (South Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 2000) 

Williams Crooks, The footsoldiers: the story of the 2/33rd Australian Infantry 
Battalion, A.I.F. in the war of 1939–45 (Brookvale: Printcraft Press for the 2/33rd 
Australian Infantry Battalion, A.I.F. Association, 1971) 

Robert Darby and Elena Taylor, “A strange encounter at Owers’ Corner”, Wartime, 
no.2, April 1998, pp. 41–44. 

87 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allan Dawes, Soldier superb: the Australian fights in New Guinea (Sydney: F H 
Johnston, 1943) 


David Dexter, The New Guinea Offensives (Canberra: Australian War Memorial, 

1961) 


Jim Eastwood, “Off the track”, Wartime, no. 19, 2002, p. 4 


Bill Edgar, Warrior of Kokoda: a biography of Brigadier Arnold Potts (St. Leonards: 

Allen & Unwin, 1999) 


Douglas Gillison, Royal Australian Air Force 1939–1942 (Canberra: Australian War 

Memorial, 1962) 


S N Gower, Guns of the regiment (Canberra: Australian War Memorial, 1981) 


Steve Gower, “Command in New Guinea”, 2002 History Conference – Remembering 

1942, Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 


Paul Ham, Kokoda (Pymble: HaperCollins, 2004) 


Charles Happell, The bone man of Kokoda: the extraordinary story of Kokichi 

Nishimura and the Kokoda Track (Sydney: Pan MacMillan, 2008) 


Stuart Hawthorne, The Kokoda Trail: a history (Rockhampton: Central Queensland 

University Press, 2003) 


Saburo Hayashi and Alvin D Coox, Kōgun: the Japanese Army in the Pacific War
 
(Quantico, Va: Marine Corps Association, 1959) 


J J Hoffman, Return to Kokoda, November 1942 (Port Moresby: Returned Services 

League, Australia, 1967) 


R Honner, “The 39th at Isurava”, Stand-To, July – August 1956, pp. 7 – 15 


David Horner, Crisis of command: Australian generalship and the Japanese threat, 

1941–1943 (Canberra: Australian National University Press, 1978) 


Garrie Hutchinson, Pilgrimage: A traveller’s guide to Australia’s battlefields, 

(Melbourne: Black Inc, 2006) 


Imperial War Graves Commission (Anzac Agency) War cemeteries and the care and 

marking of war graves (Melbourne: Imperial War Graves Commission (Anzac 

Agency), 1948) 


Bill James Field guide to the Kokoda Track, (Lane Cove: Kokoda Press, 2006 [reprint 

2008]) 


George H Johnston New Guinea diary (Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1943) 


88 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark Johnston, The proud 6th: An illustrated history of the 6th Australian Division 
1939–45 (Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2008) 

Mitsuo Koiwai [Steven Bullard trans.] Nyûginia senki (Record of war in New Guinea) 
(Tokyo: Nihon Shuppan Kyôdô, 1953) 

Patrick Lindsay, The essence of Kokoda (Prahran: Hardie Grant Books, 2005) 

Patrick Lindsay, The spirit of Kokoda: now and then (South Yarra: Hardie Grant 
Book, 2002) 

Gavin Long, The six years war (Canberra: Australian War Memorial and the 
Australian Government Publishing Service, 1973) 

William Manchester, American Caesar: Douglas MacArthur, 1880–1964 (Richmond: 
Hutchinson, 1978) 

Lex McAulay, Blood and iron: the battle for Kokoda 1942 (Sydney: Hutchinson, 
1991) 

Dudley McCarthy, “Kokoda revisited”, Stand-To, vol 4, no 6, November-December 
1944, p. 11–14 

Dudley McCarthy South-West Pacific Area first year: Kokoda to Wau (Canberra: 
Australian War Memorial, 1959) 

R R McNicoll, The Royal Australian Engineers 1919 to 1945: teeth and tail 
(Canberra: Corps Committee of the Royal Australian Engineers, 1982) 

Samuel Miller, Victory in Papua (Washington: Office of the Chief of Military 
History, Department of the Army, 1957) 

C A W Monckton, Last days in New Guinea: being further experiences of a New 
Guinea resident magistrate (London: John Lane, The Bodley Head, 1922) 

Brian Murray, “Trail or track? An army surveyor’s view”, Wartime, no. 22. 2003, p. 4 

Hank Nelson, Black, white and gold: goldmining in Papua New Guinea 1878–1930 
(Canberra: Australian National University Press, 1976) 

Hank Nelson, “Gallipoli, Kokoda and the making of national identity”, Journal of 
Australian Studies, no 53, 1997, pp. 157–169 

Hank Nelson, “Kokoda: the Track from History to Politics”, The Journal of Pacific 
History, vol 38, no 1, 2003, pp. 109–127 

Office of Australian War Graves, War cemeteries & memorials in the Papua New 
Guinea & Indonesia region (Canberra: Office of War Graves, Dept of Veterans’ 
Affairs, 1994) 

89 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Raymond Paull, Retreat from Kokoda (London: Panther Books, 1969 [reprint 1958]) 


Alan Powell, The third force: ANGAU’s New Guinea war, 1942–46 (South 

Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 2003) 


Geoffrey Reading, Papuan story (Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1946) 


Sydney Rowell, Full circle (Carlton: Melbourne University Press, 1974)  


Royal Australian Survey Corps, Topographic atlas Papua New Guinea (Canberra: 

Royal Australia Survey Corps for National Mapping Bureau, Papua New Guinea, 

1980) 


W D Russell, The Second Fourteenth Battalion: a history of an Australian Infantry 

Battalion in the Second World War (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1948) 


Peter Stanley, Invading Australia: Japan and the battle for Australia, 1942
 
(Camberwell: Viking, 2008) 


Frank Sublet, Kokoda to the sea: a history of the 1942 campaign in Papua (McCrae:
 
Slouch Hat Publications, 2000) 


Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, Reports of General MacArthur: The 
campaigns of MacArthur in the Pacific, vol. I (US Government Printing Office: 
Washington, 1966) 

Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, Reports of General MacArthur: 
Japanese operations in the Southwest Pacific Area, vol. II (US Government Printing 
Office: Washington, 1966) 

Yukio Toyoda, “Consoling the dead: Japanese battlefield pilgrimages to Papua New 
Guinea” in Yukio Toyoda and Hank Nelson (eds) The Pacific war in Papua New 
Guinea: memories and realities (Tokyo: Rikko University Centre for Asian Area, 
2006) 

“Track or Trail?”, Wartime, no 19, p 3 

Jack Viccars, History of New Guinea Survey Section later 8 Australian Field Survey
 
(Canberra: J S Viccars, 1988) 


Allan S Walker, The island campaigns (Canberra: Australian War Memorial, 1957)  


Osmar White, Green armour (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1945) 


Lionel Wigmore, They dared mightily (Canberra: Australian War Memorial, 1963) 


Bob Wurth, 1942: Australia’s greatest peril (Sydney: Pan MacMillan, 2008) 


90 






