
 
 

 
INDIGENOUS PROTECTED AREAS PROGRAM  

 PROJECT APPLICATION FORM  
  
 
To be eligible for funding under the Indigenous Protected Program your project must address one 
of the following objectives: 
1. Investigating and/or establishing Indigenous Protected Areas on Indigenous lands by 

voluntary declaration; 
2. Managing a declared Indigenous Protected Area; and 
3. Investigating and/or establishing cooperative (joint) management arrangements for 

government-owned protected areas between Indigenous groups and nature conservation 
agencies. 

 
For projects which are investigating or establishing Indigenous Protected Areas priority will be 
given to those that; 
• are located in regions which are a high priority for conservation and/or are under represented 

in the reserve system, 
• include ecosystems that contain endangered ecological communities or endangered, rare or 

nationally listed threatened species. 
• demonstrate strong Indigenous community support and capacity to undertake the project and 

to manage the area in the long term 
• are ecologically viable in the long term because of either their size or proximity to other areas 

managed for nature conservation. 
 

For cooperative or joint management projects it is essential that proposals demonstrate; 
• a commitment and support from the relevant State/Territory government and, 
• that the relevant State/Territory has existing legislation which enables meaningful joint or 

cooperative arrangements to be developed. 
 
This electronic form can be used instead of a hardcopy form to produce a typed application. Please 
save a copy of the completed form, then print out a copy to sign and send in.  If you wish to 
complete the form by hand you may need to change the layout to give you enough room to write 
your answers. 
 
We would invite applicants to make contact with the Indigenous Land Management Section who 
can provide assistance with filling out an application form.  Ph 02 6274 1880. 
(Please note that the Department for the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) is 

able to accept applications in other forms such as video if it is more appropriate for Indigenous 
applicants.) 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN Q 22 AFTER YOU HAVE  
PRINTED OUT THE APPLICATION. 



  
 

 

INDIGENOUS PROTECTED AREAS PROGRAM 

PROJECT APPLICATION FORM 

NHT PA ref. 

 

(office use only) 

1.  Project title (eg “Your property name” Indigenous Protected Area Project) 

Title 

2.  Organisation details 

a) What is the name of the organisation with management responsibility for the project? 

Organisation                                                                                                 ABN No 

b) Is the organisation an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander organisation?   [ ] Yes   [ ] No 
c) Which of the following best describes the organisation named in (a)? 

[ ] incorporated community 
group 

[ ] incorporated non- government 
organisation or industry group 

[ ] local government [ ] Native Title 
Representative body 

[ ] State/Territory government 
body 

[ ] private individual or company  [ ] regional organisation  [ ] Aboriginal land 
council  

d) What is the name of any partner organisation(s)? (don’t list stakeholders or supporting 
organisations here - see Q22)  

Organisations 

3. Contact person details  

Name: Organisation: 

Position: Address: 

State:                           Postcode: 

Phone: (w)                     (mob)                           

Fax:                                Email:                          
The information provided in this application form may be released to state government agencies working in partnership with 
the Commonwealth to manage the NHT and experts whose technical advice may be sought during the assessment process.   

4. Project summary maximum of 100 words.   (What is the project going to achieve.  For 
example: consultations over a possible IPA declaration; developing a plan of management for a 
potential IPA; or developing Indigenous co-management arrangements on an existing protected 
area. ) 

Answer 

 

 

 

5. Budget summary Use totals from Question 17.  Round amounts to the nearest $100. 

Year DEWHA funds sought  All other funds  Total project budget 
 $ $ $ 
    
    



  
 

Questions 6 to 13 are for New projects only.  
Continuing IPA projects go to Question 14 

 

6. Please provide name and contact phone number of the Native Title Representative Body.  
Is your project supported by the relevant Native Title Representative Body?    

Answer: 

 

 

7. What are your long term goals for the area and how would IPA funding help you to 
achieve them? Maximum of 100 words  

Answer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please answer questions 8 to 11 if your project is about developing an Indigenous Protected 
Area on Indigenous lands 
 
8. Site location.  Please ATTACH A MAP OF THE AREA. 

• Name of town or suburb nearest to site:                        [                                                  ] 

• Direction and distance (km) from town/suburb to site: [                                                  ] 

• Latitude and longitude at centre of site: Latitude [ ]° [ ]’ S, Longitude [       ]° [       ] E 

• Size of the property:                                                       [                      ] hectares 

• What IBRA region is the property in, and what is the IBRA region’s priority rating?   

Bioregion:  [                                                                 ] Priority rating:  [      ]  
Information on IBRA regions and priorities can be provided by  

The Department for the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 



  
9. Biodiversity and cultural Values   

Please describe the natural and cultural values of the area.  For example, are there rare or 
endangered species or important cultural heritage places that you want to protect?     

Answer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Attach a separate page if there is not enough room for this answer) 

9.2 What is the current condition of the property?  Outline its land management history, eg current 
stocking rates etc, if known.  For instance, are there significant weed or feral animal problems 
on the property?  Are there areas affected by salt incursion of erosion problems? 

Answer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10. Regional context.   

Is your project compatible with any existing community development plan or property 
management plan including the relevant ATSIC regional plans or Indigenous Land Corporation 
strategy for the region? 

Answer 

 

 
10.2 Is your project compatible with regional natural resource management plans, catchment 

management plans, bioregional conservation plans or other planning strategies?  Please provide 
details of any relevant plans. 

Answer 

 

 

 



  
 
11. Immediate management requirements   

Are there any immediate threats to the natural and cultural values of the area which require 
urgent on ground works (eg fencing, weed or feral animal control activities)?  Please provide 
details of on ground works which you want to undertake right away.  

Answer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please answer questions 12 and 13 if your project is only about developing joint or Co-
management arrangements between Indigenous interests and local, State or Territory land 
management or conservation agencies on existing protected areas: 
 
12. Cooperative management projects.  

Describe the land owning authority’s commitment and contribution to increasing Indigenous 
involvement in the management of the protected area concerned. 

Answer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13. Please include evidence that your project has the demonstrated support of both Indigenous 

groups and the relevant government authority that manages the protected area. 

Answer 

 

 

 

 

 



  

All projects (new and continuing) please answer the following questions 
 
14. Project workplan Include an additional page if you need to present more information.  

Please note the tasks in Column 1 are provided as examples only – delete the examples and insert 
the activities you propose to undertake. 

What activities are you going to do and how 
will you do them.  (For continuing IPA projects 
the work plan should be based on your plan of 

management for the coming year) 

Who is 
responsible 

for this 
activity 

Est. start 
date 

(mm/yy) 

Est. finish 
date 

(mm/yy) 

Outcome  
 

Activities might include:      

Conduct four consultation meetings to fully 
inform traditional owners of the implications 
involved in developing an IPA on their lands  

    

Conduct six planning workshops with 
traditional land owners and other community 
residents to define the natural and cultural 
values of the key areas and identify on-going 
land management issues. 

    

Develop a Plan of Management in 
consultation with traditional owners. 

    

Transfer traditional Indigenous knowledge 
by archiving recorded information and 
developing a means for the knowledge to be 
available to the Indigenous community based 
rangers in the IPA. 

    

Develop habitat and species management 
plans utilising both traditional knowledge 
and western science  

    

Undertake on-ground fire management of on 
at least XX ha, including conducting 
seasonal burning and monitoring, back-
burning and establishing firebreaks.  
Maintain and enhance fire-fighting 
equipment. 

    

     

     
     

Please add additional rows if there is not enough room 

 

15.  Milestones and Monitoring  
15.1 What are the key outcomes or milestones that you will achieve in the coming year of your 

project?   

Answer 

 

 

 

 



  
15.2 How will you monitor the achievement of these milestones of outcomes and the success of your 

project?  How will you collect and report this information?  

Answer 

 

 

 

16. Detailed project budget  
The Commonwealth requires the proponent to identify any matching funds or in-kind contributions 
which will be provided for the project.  It is desirable that proponent contributions match 
Commonwealth funds sought but there is some scope for flexibility on matching funding depending 
on circumstances. (Please note CDEP & Working on Country funds are eligible as a proponent 
contribution) 

The activities in Column 1 should be the same as those identified in section 14 
Activities 

 
Proponent 

funds 
Other 

contributor 1 
funds* 

Other 
contributor 2 

funds* 

DEWHA 
funds 
sought 

Total 
budget 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
Sub-total project cost $ $ $ $ $ 

 ALL other funds 
total funds contributed to the project 

  

Total Project costs to be transferred to Question 5 (Front page) 

Total Project cost $ $ $ 

* If more than 2 other contributors please add columns.               Round totals to the nearest $100. 

17. Please show the names of all other contributors in the table below (add extra rows if needed). 
Funds from other Commonwealth agencies are not eligible to be matched with IPA project 
funds.  

 Amount Purpose 
Contributor 1   
Contributor 2   



  
 

18. Please provide the details of funds you may be receiving for land management from other 
sources such as Commonwealth or State agencies.  

Agency  Amount Purpose 
   
   
   
   

 
19. Technical advice  

Please provide the details of any technical or expert advisers that you have discussed your project 
with or may have assisted you in putting together your application.  (For example, you may have 
discussed or developed your project with the Indigenous Land Management Facilitator for your 
region, an agency extension officer or consultant) 

Name Position Organisation Phone number 

 
20. Previous funding 

For non-government, regional or local government organisations, has your organisation 
received any previous Commonwealth funding?  

Program Year Name of project Funding received 
    
    
    
    
Explanation if needed  

 
21. Stakeholders and supporting organisations  

Provide the names of the people or organisations/state agencies you have consulted concerning 
your project, and who have agreed to support you in achieving its objectives. You should also 
attach a letter(s) of support from them or get them to fill in the supporting declaration below. 

Name Position Organisation Phone Activity they are 
supporting 

     
     
     

 
22. Additional organisational information  

Please provide the following information about your organisation named in Question 2(a) 
(except for government bodies or educational institutions).  

Number of members:    [          ] 
Name and correct title of the following office holders within your organisation 

President / Chair:   [                                                 ] 



  
Vice President / Deputy Chair:  [                                                  ] 
Treasurer:     [                                                  ] 
Secretary:     [                                                  ] 

 
23. Potential conflict of interest. Provide details of any potential conflict of interest.  
Answer 
 
 

 

24. Proponent declaration  
This declaration must be given by: 
• two executive officers if you are a community group, local government, non-government or 
other organisation, or 
• the project manager if you are a State/Territory agency. 
 
I/we declare that the information given on this form is complete and correct, and 
appropriate group or organisation endorsement has been received to submit this 
application. I/we understand that the information provided in this application form may 
be disclosed to various parties as described. 

 

Signature 

Name:  

Position in Organisation:  

Date [dd/mm/yy]  

 
 

Signature 

Name:  

Position in Organisation:  

Date [dd/mm/yy]  

Please forward the completed application to:   

Att:  Philippa Carmichael 
Indigenous Land Management Section 
Dept of the Environment Water, Heritage and the Arts 
GPO Box 787 CANBERRA ACT 2600 
Telephone: 6274 1880 
 

Note:  The Indigenous Land Management Section will accept IPA project applications at any time 
during the year.  However, if you would like to ensure your application is assessed in time to be 
funded for the next financial year, please forward you application no later than the last Friday in 
March. 
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