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THE AUSTRALIAN Biological
Resources Study, part of the Aus-
tralian Government Department of
the Environment and Heritage, has
developed an interactive website
which can be used to access its data-
base of information on Australia’s
thousands of plants.

It is the world’s first national,
comprehensive, interactive plant
database.

The interactive website was
launched in March by the Parlia-
mentary Secretary for the Environ-
ment, Dr Sharman Stone, at the
Australian National Botanic Gar-
dens, Black Mountain, Canberra,
ACT.

The site can be used in a variety
of ways. 

Key words describing a plant’s
characteristics can be entered on the
website and a list will almost
instantly be produced of the species,
with their scientific names, that
meet that criteria. 

The site features botanical
sketches, distribution maps, and the

conservation status (such as ‘endan-
gered species’) for all Australia’s
plants.

Potential users of the interactive
web site include students, landhold-
ers and landcare groups.

Australia and its oceanic islands
are covered in three separate inter-
active websites:
• Information for 50 plant families
extracted from 11 volumes of the
main Flora of Australia book series
is currently available via the Depart-
ment of the Environment and Her-
itage web site at <www.deh.gov.au/
b i o d i v e r s i t y / a b r s / o n l i n e -
resources/abif/flora/main/>. More
volumes will be added.
• The flora of Norfolk and Lord
Howe Islands, covering 136 plant
families, is available at <www.deh.
gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-
resources/abif/flora/49/>.
• The flora of Australia’s other
oceanic islands, covering 113 plant
families, can be found at <www.deh.
gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-
resources/abif/flora/50/>.
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Australia’s plant life now online

Out of the
Toolbox
ARE YOU looking for a single loca-
tion on the internet that will link you
to a range of resources and informa-
tion about biodiversity conservation? 

The Biodiversity Toolbox was
designed to help local governments
incorporate biodiversity conservation
into their planning and management
strategies, but is also useful to any-
one involved in the planning and
management of biodiversity conser-
vation.

The Biodiversity Toolbox, part of
the website of the Australian Gov-
ernment Department of the Environ-
ment and Heritage, can take you to
examples of biodiversity conserva-
tion strategies developed by coun-
cils. 

Links can take you to strategic
planning guides, environmental indi-
cators, mapping databases and flora
or fauna survey guidelines.

Do you need to know about legis-
lation or policies relevant to biodi-
versity conservation?

The Biodiversity Toolbox lists
these by Commonwealth, State and
Territory – you can easily find those
relevant to your local area. 

The Biodiversity Toolbox contains
links to organisations and groups
with biodiversity conservation inter-
ests, and to regional bodies with
responsibility for developing natural
resource management plans and pri-
orities.

Explore the Biodiversity Toolbox
at <www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/
toolbox/index.html>.

Contact: Sally Stephens, Depart-
ment of the Environment and Her-
itage, phone (02) 6274 2315, email
<sally.stephens@deh.gov.au>.

Envirofund
The Australian Government Enviro-
fund is the local action component of
the Australian Government’s Natur-
al Heritage Trust. It helps communi-
ties undertake local projects aimed
at conserving biodiversity and pro-
moting sustainable resource use. 

Community groups and individu-
als may apply for grants of up to
$30,000. In 2002-2003 it provided
$20 million for local actions.

Envirofund grants help communi-
ty groups to build capacity through: 
• gaining experience in addressing
natural resource management
issues on a relatively small scale; 
• building networks with others
addressing similar issues; and 
• participating in the development
and implementation of broader
regional approaches to natural
resource management.

If you would like to add your
name to a mailing list to receive a
copy of the application form and
guide for round one 2004-2005, call
the Natural Heritage Trust informa-
tion line on 1800 065 823 or email
your name and postal address to
<ciu@deh.gov.au>.


