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PULP MILL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT DEADLINE EXTENDED

Environment Minister, Peter Garrett, today said that Gunns would have until
January 5, 2009, to complete the Environmental Impact Management Plan
(EIMP) for its proposed Bell Bay Pulp Mill.

Mr Garrett said he had given careful and thorough consideration to Gunns’
request for an extension of time for the lodgement of the 16 modules that form
the EIMP.

“Along with my department and the Independent Experts Group which advises
me on the EIMP for the proposed mill, I've been concerned that with just four
modules currently approved and a further 12 yet to come before me, Gunns
would not have the EIMP satisfactorily completed by October 4.

“Gunns were advised of this last month and subsequently sought an
extension to the assessment period to provide them with an opportunity to
satisfy the stringent environmental requirements for the mill.

“The EIMP requires thorough and rigorous examination and an extension will
enable Gunns to address the issues raised by my department to date and will
also give my department, the IEG and me an opportunity to ensure that every
finalised module fully addresses all of the relevant environmental matters set
out in the 48 approval conditions for the proposed mill.”

Condition 7 of the previous government’s approval for the mill says that an
extension of time can be granted by the Minister for the purpose of completing
particular elements of the EIMP.

‘| take my responsibility to exercise my powers and obligations under the
EPBC Act very seriously. It is not unusual for major projects to need
additional time to ensure that all environmental matters are fully investigated
and properly addressed. The comprehensive assessment of every aspect of
the Gunns EIMP by both my department and the IEG must not be rushed.

“Gunns must now ensure it finalises the remaining modules in time so they
can receive the same diligent evaluation by the IEG and me as the four
modules already approved.”



