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INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE BUSHWALKERS
IN KAKADU NATIONAL PARK
Walking is a great way to experience Kakadu.  There are many walks throughout the park, including a wide variety of short and easy day walks as well as some longer, more challenging full day walks for those that want a higher level of difficulty.  Extended overnight bushwalks are also available, however these require a high level of experience and are far more physically demanding.  They also present a much higher level of risk to visitor safety.  For these reasons, a permit is required for anyone wishing to do an overnight bushwalk and this requires that people intending to bushwalk meet certain criteria.  

What to expect from an overnight bushwalk in Kakadu:
Kakadu’s overnight bushwalking routes are unmarked, are highly challenging, and extend through very remote and rugged country with harsh climatic conditions.  The routes cover terrain which varies from flat open areas to uneven ground covered with dense vegetation and steep slopes which means that bushwalkers need to have the ability to scramble over boulders, walk in areas of soft sand, do steep climbs, cross creeks and more – all in hot and often humid tropical conditions, and all while carrying a pack that contains food, utensils and cooking equipment, water, camping gear, a first aid kit etc!    

Planning and experience are essential:
It is essential to plan in advance and be adequately prepared for an overnight bushwalk in Kakadu.  For visitor safety, permits will not be issued to people who are inadequately prepared or who do not have an appropriate level of experience.

In order to do an overnight bushwalk in Kakadu, it is essential that at least one member of your bushwalking party (your group leader) has the ability to navigate using a topographic map and a compass.  When you submit a permit application, you will also need to submit a 1:50 000 or a 1:100 000 topographic map outlining your proposed route and proposed campsites together with this application form.  

Effective advanced planning of your trip will consider the needs of everyone in your bushwalking party, seasonal considerations and risk management strategies.  This includes, but is not limited to, the following considerations:
· How many people will be walking, and what are their respective fitness levels?  How much time do you need to complete the walk?
· Who among your bushwalking party has first aid training? Who will be carrying a first aid kit, and are the contents of those first aid kits appropriate for remote area you will be walking in and the variety of situations you may face?
· Do any members of your bushwalking party have any medical conditions which may require treatment during the bushwalk, and what are the associated treatments?
· What equipment will you take?  Are all members aware of the appropriate clothing and footwear required?  
· How much water will each person be able to carry? How much food is required for the duration of your walk?
· What will you do in the event of an emergency?  How will you get help?  What will you do if there is a fire on the route you are walking?
· What will the weather be like at the time of your planned walk?  Will access to the route be available at that time?

Inexperienced bushwalkers who do not have the appropriate skills or who have not planned effectively should consider the range of day walks available – all of the routes are marked and throughout the park they cover a wide range of landscapes which offer a wonderful variety of experiences and challenges.  

There is something for everyone, and the Kakadu National Park Visitor Guide (www.environment.gov.au/parks/publications/kakadu/visitor-guide.html) provides detailed information on each of the available day walks.  The staff at the Bowali Visitor Centre can also assist you with further advice on (08) 8938 1120.  
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)PERMIT APPLICATION FORM
BUSHWALKING IN KAKADU NATIONAL PARK	

NOTE:  Please allow a minimum of 7 days for your permit to be processed.  
	Please ensure the information is legible.
	OFFICE USE ONLY
	Permit #:

	

	Is this application for a: (please tick) 
	[bookmark: Check1]PRIVATE GROUP |_|
	
	[bookmark: Check2]CLUB |_|
	
	[bookmark: Check3]COMMERCIAL GROUP |_|
	
	[bookmark: Check4]SCHOOL GROUP |_|
	

	Name of proposed permit holder: 
(individuals, partnerships, companies, associations or other commercial entities)

	
	[bookmark: Text92]     
	

	Contact details of proposed permit holder: 

	

	address/
PO Box
	     
	

	

	suburb
	     
	state
	     
	postcode
	     
	

	

	e-mail
	     
	mobile
	     
	

	

	day phone
	     
	After hours ph
	     
	fax
	     
	

	

	

	Contact details for applicant (if different from proposed permit holder):

	name
	[bookmark: Text11]     
	

	

	address/
PO Box
	[bookmark: Text12]     
	

	

	suburb
	     
	state
	    
	postcode
	     
	

	

	e-mail
	     
	mobile
	     
	

	

	daytime Ph
	     
	after hours Ph
	     
	fax
	     
	

	

	Proposed bushwalking dates:

	Start
date 
	[bookmark: Text27][bookmark: Text28]    /    /    
	start time
	    
	AM/PM
	finish 
date
	[bookmark: Text32][bookmark: Text33]    /    /    
	finish time
	    
	AM/PM
	

	

	Please provide details of the area(s) you are applying to bushwalk and camp in:
NOTE:  You will need to submit a 1:100 000 or 1:50 000 (preferred) topographic map outlining your intended route and intended campsites along with this application form.  Please indicate the route name and provide a six-figure grid reference of each of your  intended campsites (and the date(s) you will camp there) using the space provided below. Attach separate page if space required.
We cannot progress your application without the above information.  For more information, please contact the Permit Officer during business hours, (Monday to Friday) on 08 8938 1140 or via e-mail:  kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au.

	
	[bookmark: Text34]     
	

	

	Will you be taking a satellite phone on your walk? (delete whichever doesn’t apply)  
	YES/NO 
	What is the number?
	     
	

	

	

	Will you be taking an EPIRB or a PLB (Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon or Personal Locator Beacon) on your walk? (delete whichever doesn’t apply)
	YES/NO
	If a 406MHz beacon, who is the registered owner? 
	     
	

	

	

	Does any member of your group have a first aid certificate? (delete whichever doesn’t apply) 
	YES/NO
	Which level?
	[bookmark: Text38]     
	

	

	



	

	Total group size:
	  
	Group leaders:   1
	     
	2
	[bookmark: Text42]     
	

	

	

	

	Member 1
	[bookmark: Text43]     
	Member 8
	[bookmark: Text50]     
	

	

	Member 2
	[bookmark: Text44]     
	Member 9
	[bookmark: Text51]     
	

	

	Member 3
	[bookmark: Text45]     
	Member 10
	[bookmark: Text52]     
	

	

	Member 4
	[bookmark: Text46]     
	Member 11
	[bookmark: Text53]     
	

	

	Member 5
	[bookmark: Text47]     
	Member 12
	[bookmark: Text54]     
	

	

	Member 6
	[bookmark: Text48]     
	Member 13
	[bookmark: Text55]     
	

	

	Member 7
	[bookmark: Text49]     
	Member 14
	[bookmark: Text56]     
	

	

	Vehicle Details: (Please list all details of ALL vehicles to be used by the group.  If you are using a hire car, you must contact the permits officer prior to commencing your walk to advise details)

	

	Make 
	[bookmark: Text57]     
	Model
	[bookmark: Text58]     
	Registration
	     
	Colour
	[bookmark: Text60]     
	

	

	Make 
	[bookmark: Text61]     
	Model
	[bookmark: Text62]     
	Registration
	     
	Colour
	[bookmark: Text64]     
	

	

	Make 
	[bookmark: Text65]     
	Model
	[bookmark: Text66]     
	Registration
	     
	Colour
	[bookmark: Text68]     
	

	Emergency contact details: (Please provide the name and all contact details of a person who will not be participating and who can be contacted in the event of an emergency)

	name
	[bookmark: Text96]     
	relationship to permittee
	[bookmark: Text70]     
	

	

	e-mail
	     
	mobile
	     
	

	

	daytime Ph
	     
	After hours Ph
	     
	fax
	     
	


	Medical information and other information: 
(In the event of an emergency, is there any information that Park staff or Emergency Services may need to know about any of the members of the group, such as elderly, or young members, medical conditions or physical conditions)    

	
	[bookmark: Text76]     





	

	What methods are proposed to be used to comply with the EPBC Regulations and to minimise your impact on Kakadu’s natural and cultural values? (please tick)

	
	[bookmark: Check5]|_|
	Ensure you understand the permit conditions
	Use sand/scourers instead of detergent for dishes
	[bookmark: Check14]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check6]|_|
	Explain permit conditions to all group members 
	Not use soaps in waterways 
	[bookmark: Check15]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check7]|_|
	Avoid picking fruit or breaking branches
	Conduct toileting at least 100m away from camp and water
	[bookmark: Check16]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check8]|_|
	Dispose of food scraps properly and carry out rubbish 
	Take only what you brought
	[bookmark: Check17]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check9]|_|
	Check your campsite is clean before leaving
	Never touch artsites or artefacts
	[bookmark: Check18]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check10]|_|
	Use only dead and fallen timber for fires
	Remain on roads, marked tracks & approved routes
	[bookmark: Check19]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check11]|_|
	Never leave your campfire unattended
	Look out for animals on the road
	[bookmark: Check20]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check12]|_|
	Extinguish all campfires and disassemble fire rings
	Check your vehicles to limit weed spread
	[bookmark: Check21]|_|
	

	
	[bookmark: Check13]|_|
	Never light fires in rock shelters or caves
	Have contingency plans in event of emergencies
	[bookmark: Check22]|_|
	

	

	Please provide details of your level of experience with bushwalking, and specifically on unmarked walking routes: (attach separate page if additional space is required)

	

	
	[bookmark: Text77]     

	

	




DECLARATION
	

	I,
	[bookmark: Text78]     
	, the applicant for this permit, declare that the information in this

	application is correct to the best of my knowledge AND that I and all of the proposed permit holders have read and understand all of the standard permit conditions enclosed AND that neither I nor any of the proposed permit holders have been convicted[footnoteRef:1] of, or are subject to proceedings for, an offence under: [1:  Part VIIC of the Crimes Act 1914 includes provisions that, in certain circumstances, relieve persons from the requirement to disclose spent convictions and require persons aware of such convictions to disregard them.  
The applicant is taken to have been convicted of an offence if, within ten years before the application is made, the applicant:
has been charged with, and found guilty of, the offence but discharged without conviction; or 
has not been found guilty of the offence, but a court has taken the offence into account in passing sentence on the applicant for another offence.] 

1. the EPBC Act or Regulations; or
1. another law of the Commonwealth or a State or Territory about the protection, conservation or management of native species or ecological communities; or
1. section 6[footnoteRef:2] of the Crimes Act 1914 or sections 11.1. 11.4 or 11.5[footnoteRef:3] of the Criminal Code, in relation to an offence under a law mentioned in a) or b) above; or [2:  Section 6 of the Crimes Act 1914 deals with being an accessory after the fact.]  [3:  Sections 11.1, 11.4 and 11.5 of the Criminal Code deal with attempts to commit offences, inciting to or urging the commission of offences by other people and conspiracy to commit offences.] 

1. a provision of a law of a State or Territory that is equivalent to a provision mentioned in c) above.
If you cannot make this declaration because a proposed permit holder has been convicted of, or is subject to proceedings for the relevant type of offence please contact the permits officer on 08 8938 1140 for further advice.  These matters do not exclude a permit being issued but can be taken into account.


	Signed
	
	Date
	[bookmark: Text80][bookmark: Text81]    /    /    
	

	

	In the presence of
	[bookmark: Text82]     
	(witness’s name)

		 	The witness must be at least 18 years of age.

	Witness Signed
	
	Date
	[bookmark: Text84][bookmark: Text85]    /    /    
	

	
Send this application and the signed conditions on the following page to:
Permits Officer
Kakadu National Park
PO Box 71
JABIRU  NT  0886

or fax to 08 8938 1117

Providing your application is approved, please indicate your preferred method of receiving the permit documentation:

[bookmark: Check23][bookmark: Check24]Mail:  |_|  Email:  |_| 


	In order to assist us in developing more efficient permit administration, please provide an estimate of the time taken to complete this form, including the time spent by the applicant and any other persons in reading the application form, collecting the information and answering the questions.


	

	  
	Hours
	  
	Minutes

	




CONDITIONS FOR A PERMIT TO BUSHWALK AND CAMP IN KAKADU NATIONAL PARK (EPBC Regulations 12.09(1), 12.28 and 12.55)



Interpretation
In these conditions, unless the contrary intention appears:
Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and any Regulations, management plans and instruments made under it, and includes any Act that amends or replaces it.
Director means the Director of National Parks, and includes any statutory successor to the Director and the Director’s delegates.
Emergency contact means the person nominated as the Emergency contact on the permit application form.
management plan means the management plan in operation from time to time for the park under the Act.
member of park staff means a person employed by the Department of the Environment and Heritage in relation to the Commonwealth reserve or Territory in respect of which this permit is issued.
park means the named Commonwealth reserve(s) for which this permit is issued.
permitted activity means the specified activity for which this permit is issued.
permittee means each person (individual, company or other commercial entity) to whom this permit is issued and includes, where the context permits, the permittee’s staff and all people participating in the permitted activity. 
ranger means a person appointed as a ranger under s392 of the EPBC Act.
Regulations means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000 and includes any Regulations that amend or replace them.
warden means a person appointed as a warden under s392 of the EPBC Act.

In these conditions:
The singular includes the plural and vice versa.
Where a word or phrase is defined, other grammatical forms of that word or phrase have a corresponding meaning.
Where one of the words ‘include’, ‘including’ or ‘includes’ is used, the words ‘without limitation’ are taken to immediately follow.
Where the word ‘must’ imposes an obligation on a person to do or not do something, the obligation is taken to mean that the person must take all reasonable steps to do or not do the thing (i.e. steps that ought to be reasonable to a person who possesses the faculty of reason and engages in conduct in accordance with community standards).

General Permit Conditions
1. The permittee must not conduct the permitted activity before the commencement date or after the expiry date shown on the permit.
2. This permit cannot be transferred to another person, except in accordance with regulation 17.11 of the Regulations.
3. The permittee must comply with the EPBC Act, the EPBC Regulations, the management plan, these permit conditions, and any other signs, notices, information, guidelines, codes of conduct, protocols or directions issued by, or under the authority of, the Director relating to the park.
4. The permittee must comply with all Commonwealth, State or Territory laws relating to the permitted activity.
5. The permittee must hold all permits, licences and other authorities required by law for the conduct of the permitted activity.
6. The permittee must carry a copy of this permit and these conditions at all times while carrying out the permitted activity and must produce it for inspection when requested by a ranger or warden.
7. The permittee must not walk off track or use any road, track or area that is permanently, temporarily or seasonally closed or restricted by fences, gates or signs, unless specifically authorised by this or another permit.
8. The permittee must not:
 (
Please forward application and signed permit conditions to:  
)behave contrary to the Regulations or any warning or regulatory signs; or
pick fruits, flowers or branches, or otherwise damage any native plants; or
interfere with, feed, handle or disturb any native animal, or damage or disturb a nest or dwelling place of a native animal; or
touch or interfere with any rock art, sacred site or cultural artefact; or
impede public access to any part of the park.
Activity Specific Conditions
9 The permittee must not camp or light fires in rock shelters or caves. The permittee must ensure all fires are completely extinguished before leaving a campsite.
10 The permittee must not make a record of, or disclose to any other person, or allow or cause the recording or disclosure of, the location of any art sites viewed in the course of the permitted activity.
11 The permittee must not reproduce, and must not allow or cause to be reproduced, any images of art sites captured during the permitted activity (including images captured by photography or filming) other than for his or her personal use.
12 The permittee must not publish, allow or cause to be published, (including on the internet) any images of art sites captured during the permitted activity.
13 The permittee must walk and camp only on the approved route as shown on the attached map.
14 The permittee must carry out all litter from the area/s covered under this permit and dispose of in an appropriate litter receptacle.
15 The permittee must ensure that a compass and a 1:100 000 or 1:50 000 topographical map of the area/s covered under this permit are carried by at least one group member at all times while carrying out the permitted activity.
16 The permittee must carry a First Aid Kit appropriate for tropical conditions at all times while carrying out the permitted activity.
17 The permittee must ensure that the Emergency contact knows the details of the permitted activity planned to be undertaken, including where the permittee will be walking and the expected return date.  The Emergency contact must notify the park on 08 8938 1100 or 08 8938 1120 in the case of an emergency, or if the permittee fails to return within 24 hours of the planned date and time.
18 The permittee must park in the designated bushwalking carpark when walks originate or terminate from the Jarrangbarnmi (Koolpin) campground. 
19 If the permittee is killed, injured, becomes ill or goes missing while in the park, a member of park staff must be notified as soon as possible and the permittee must comply with any requests or directions from a member of park staff in relation to the safety of that person or any other person.
20 The permittee must have appropriate experience and fitness to competently conduct the permitted activity.
I fully understand and agree to abide by these permit conditions.
	Signed:
	

	Name:
	[bookmark: Text88]     

	Date:
	[bookmark: Text90][bookmark: Text91]    /    /    
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