SOME BASIC FACTS

The building lies within the boundaries of
the Mirarr Gun-djeihmi clan estate.

Bowali is the Gun-djeihmi name for the
creek which drains the area.

The total cost of the project was $4
million. This included building, display,
furniture, signage and fittings, car park
and access road.

There was a two year consultation,
planning and design period followed by a
one year building period.

The building was designed to incorporate
the existing slide show theatrette.

The building is 168m long.

Local Aboriginal associations (Djabulukgu
and Gagudju) and park staff have sourced
rammed earth material, rocks, logs and
display items.

Most timbers used are native to the Top
End including ironwood and tiwi eucalypt.
No rainforest or imported timbers have
been used.

12,000 lineal metres of ironwood and floor
boarding is used in the building.

The pre-cast cement columns were
coloured to match the rammed earth walls,
and textured around the base to match the
local ground texture.

A formalised billabong and creek bed are
incorporated in the Centre to catch and
drain the monsoonal rains.

Airconditioning has only been installed in
the theatrettes, offices and craft gallery,
where it is necessary for a visitor comfort
and storage of goods and equipment.

The cooling system for the Administration
building is designed with a zoning system
for democratic choice between air
conditioning and natural ventilation
through louvres.
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Welcome to the Bowali Visitor Centre.

The Building

The architects, builders and display
designers have worked closely with
traditional land owners and Parks Australia
staff to create a visitor centre of an
international standard.

Rammed earth walls, ironwood floors, and
natural stone features help blend the
Centre into Kakadu’s landscape.

Wide verandahs offer a close relationship
with the bush setting. and generous shade.
The roofline and east-west aspect
encourage air flow.

The building has won numerous awards
since being officially opened in August
1994.

* 1994 Northern Territory chapter of the
Royal Australian Institute of Architects;
‘Tracey Memorial Award’
‘People’s Choice Award’

“ The novel incorporation of rustic
corroded materials of the bush and the
Top End culture is a significant turning
point in NT architecture. Natural
materials are used in their own right to
create a patina of colour, texture and
pattern reflecting the fabric of the
Kakadu bush”, the judges said.

Australian Government

Director of National Parks

BOWALI (A
VISITOR “N&
CENTRE

(pronounced “Bor warley”)

“The incorporation of these
environmental details is masterful,
without being kitsch.”

NT News 25 June 1994

¢ 1994 Royal Institute of Architecture;
Sir Zelman Cowan Award’ for
National Award for Civic Building.

e 1994 - 1995 BHP Sheet and Coil
Products and Metal Building Industries;
‘Award of Excellence’

e 1995 Northern Territory Brolga Award;
“Tourism Development Projects’

The Display

The display illustrates two views of
Kakadu: the Gukburlerri (Aboriginal) and
Guhbele (non-Aboriginal) views. Visitors
are invited to journey through Kakadu’s
habitats, as the South Alligator River
meanders through the landscape, from
source to sea. It is hoped that visitors will
leave the display understanding more
about the park and realising, we all have a
responsibility to look after this country.



“Our aim was to
provide a building
which blended in with
the environment, and
encouraged visitors to
use the park
sensitively.”
Peter Wellings,
Park Manager

“We Aboriginal people
welcome you to our
country. This Visitor
Centre tells you about
our country.” Yvonne,
Nida, Melanie, Annie,
Junior and Valerie
Gangali, Traditional
landowners Mirarr
Gundjeihmi clan
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