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Standards: Inaugural Technical Committee Meeting Held

Degradable plastics have proliferated in the Australian marketplace in the past few years.
A lack of commonly agreed definitions and expectations about the behaviour of
degradable plastics in different disposal environments is the driving force behind the
development of new Australian Standards.

The first meeting of the new Standards Australia Technical Committee EV-017
Degradablity of Plastics was held in Sydney on 20 May 2004. Committee members
agreed that their first priority would be the adoption of a set of standards for compostable
plastics.

The European Standard EN 13432 is being reviewed with a view to publishing a similar
standard in Australia by the end of the year, following public consultation. It is expected
the Australian Standards will support the establishment of voluntary certification and
labeling schemes, aimed at assisting Australian consumers to make sound purchasing
decisions. Overseas certification programs use a ‘compostable’ logo to demonstrate that
the product has been properly tested and independently verified as meeting a voluntary
compostability standard.

The technical committee is comprised of individuals nominated to represent the interests
of major stakeholder groups — such as waste and plastics industry associations, state
and federal governments, recreational fishers and environment groups. The Australian
Conservation Foundation and Keep Australia Beautiful are among those represented.

EV-017 was formed by Standards Australia in response to a request in October 2003
from the Environment Protection and Heritage Council (EPHC), a council of all Australian
Environment Ministers that develops solutions to national environment priorities, including
waste challenges. The Ministers’ request to develop standards followed from the
recommendations of two consultancy reports Degradable Plastics: Developments and
Impacts and The Impact of Degradable Plastic Bags in Australia.

Failure to improve clarity around these new materials could result in the failure to
maximise their potential, and risk harming the environment, wildlife, consumer confidence
and businesses - including those involved in composting and recycling, and the
degradable plastics industry itself. [

We hope you enjoy the first edition of this newsletter!

Welcome to the first edition of Degradable Plastics: Breaking News Down Under. This quarterly electronic
newsletter aims to increase community understanding of degradable plastics issues relevant to Australia. We’'ll
keep you updated on events, research, product applications, standards and certification; and keep you in touch
through links to key information sources.

You can subscribe online at www.deh.gov.au/degradadableplastics and provide feedback or suggest story ideas
via email to plastics@deh.gov.au
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