Atlas Cove ANARE Station (Heard Island) - Summary of Structure, condition and relative significance.

Source: Vincent R, Grinbergs A, 2002 (draft), Atlas Cove, Heard Island Cultural Management Plan (Isolation, Ingenuity, Innovation and Experimentation: lessons for Antarctic expeditions from a ramshackle collection of old sheds, Commonwealth of Australia, Kingston, Tasmania.  

	Structure
	Date
	Building Description
	Extant Building Fabric (before demolition)
	Comparative Significance
	Reason

	Admiralty Hut


	1927

or 1929
	Prefabricated six sided timber structure
	Portions of all six walls remain. Internal space inundated with sand.
	Exceptional 
	Tangible remains of the British claim to Sovereignty

	Cosmic Ray Hut


	1948
	Vernacular timber framed structure clad with asbestos cement sheet and fibre-board 
	Archaeological deposit
	High
	Demonstrates the self sufficiency and ‘shoestring’ funding approach to science of the period

	Met. & Wireless Hut


	1947
	14-sided US Signal Corps prefabricated hut Alaskan Building with vernacular timber framed asbestos cement sheet clad vestibule on eastern side
	Archaeological deposit
	Exceptional 
	Essential component of the station and housed the equipment for making the connection with the outside world

	Geology Hut (Store No. 8)
	
	Timber framed structure clad with asbestos cement sheet and fibre-board. Possibly prefabricated panels similar to those used on the ‘Australian Huts’
	Archaeological deposit
	Exceptional 
	Demonstrates the need to collect essential information on Heard Island and the volcanic activity associated with the Island

	Chippy's Church (Store No. 2)


	1949-50
	Timber framed structure with wide timber board horizontal cladding. Corrugated iron cladding. Construction was started in 1949 and completed by A. D. Riddel, carpenter in 1950
	Only floor and foundations remain
	Moderate
	Store constructed in the Australian vernacular construction of a stud frame with cladding. Proofed not to be a very durable form of construction 

	Kitchen


	1947
	Prefabricated ‘Australian’ Bouden building - same as those used for diesel generator / workshop.
	Almost completely collapsed. Metal components badly corroded and timber, plywood and fibreboard components in very poor condition.
	Exceptional
	Essential component of the station. 

	Larder Store


	?
	Vernacular timber framed structure (incorporating prefabricated components) of two rooms. Part of the living quarters.
	Almost completely collapsed. Internal space inundated with sand.
	Exceptional
	Essential component of the station. This also shows the evolution of the supplies available to the kitchen as a result of winter snows.

	Sleeping Quarters


	1947
	Two 14-sided US Signal Corps prefabricated huts Alaskan building joined by vernacular timber framed vestibule and corridor. Part of the living quarters complex.
	Ruin/archaeological deposit
	Exceptional
	Essential component of the station. 

	Recreation Hut


	
	Prefabricated single room structure.
	Standing. Significant portions of the roof and floor missing.
	Exceptional
	Demonstrates the first purpose design response to this environment. Lead to the evolution of prefabricated buildings for special scientific and climatic requirements by ANARE.

	Mess Hut


	1948
	14-sided US Signal Corps prefabricated hut linked to washroom via vernacular construction timber framed corrugated iron cladding walkway and directly adjoining kitchen building. Part of the living quarters complex.
	Ruin/archaeological deposit
	Exceptional 
	Centre of the early recreational and dining activities. Vital part of the ANARE Station

	Biology Hut


	
	Vernacular timber framed structure (possibly incorporating prefabricated components) clad with corrugated iron cladding and asbestos cement sheet.
	Archaeological deposit
	Exceptional
	Essential scientific component of the station.

	Balloon Shed (Store No. 3)
	1948
	Vernacular timber framed structure possibly clad with corrugated iron cladding.
	Archaeological deposit
	Exceptional
	Essential scientific component of the station.

	Hydrogen Shed


	1948
	Vernacular timber framed structure. Insufficient evidence of other building fabric at time of recording to allow for more detailed description of building.
	Archaeological deposit
	Exceptional
	Essential scientific component of the station.

	Clothing Store (Store No. 1)


	1948
	Vernacular timber framed structure clad with flat galvanised steel sheet. Corrugated iron cladding.
	Missing several cladding panels.  Timbers on western and south-western corner missing.
	Exceptional
	Essential component of the station. In the first year there was considerable problem with locating stores that had to be dug up out of the ice.

	Emergency Wireless Hut


	1948
	Prefabricated panel structure with corrugated iron cladding roof.
	Standing
	Exceptional 
	Essential component of the station. 

Oldest intact building at Atlas Cove from the ANARE period.

	Spare Diesel Hut


	1950
	Vernacular timber framed structure clad with corrugated iron cladding. Built by Riddel in 1950 over the top of an earlier building.
	Ruin/archaeological deposit
	Considerable
	Essential component of the station.

	Tractor Shed / Annex


	1948 
	Vernacular timber framed structure clad with corrugated iron cladding. Caterpillar tractor/bulldozer still in situ.  This building was originally built in 1947 and rebuilt in 1950.
	Archaeological deposit
	Considerable
	Essential component of the station. Originally built by Johnny Abbotsmith from found materials. This was anticipated in the operation orders and instructions.

	Medical Suite/Annex


	1947
	Vernacular timber framed structure clad with corrugated iron cladding and internally lined with asbestos cement sheet and timber boards.
	Standing
	Exceptional
	Recycled use of materials from Corinthian Bay sealers hut. Essential component of the station.

	Coke Shed
	1950
	Vernacular timber framed structure clad with either corrugated iron cladding or asbestos cement sheet.
	Archaeological deposit
	Some
	Evolution of the Cooking. Fuel for the Aga Stove.

	Generator hut / 

workshop


	1948
	A combination of two prefabricated timber framed structures clad externally with fibreboard and internally with asbestos cement sheet and vernacular timber framed 'extensions' (drying room and dormitory). Clad externally with corrugated iron cladding and flat Galvanised steel sheet. This building has a poured concrete slab floor/foundation.
	Ruin
	Exceptional
	Essential component of the station.

	Washroom (right of photo)


	
	Vernacular timber framed structure appended to the prefabricated mess hut building.  It is clad externally with corrugated iron cladding and internally with asbestos cement sheet with the exception of the western wall which is plywood (this wall is the eastern wall of the mess hut). Although the cladding of this structure is in very poor condition the timber framework appears sound.
	Standing. External cladding in very poor condition inundated with sand.
	Some
	Evolution of the living conditions

	Aircraft store


	
	Vernacular timber framed structure externally clad with corrugated iron cladding.
	Standing. Door missing, some corrosion.
	Little
	This building was not in this location prior to 1969.

	Dog Pen
	
	Timber and cyclone mesh enclosure with a number of timber framed ‘kennels’ clad with asbestos cement sheet.
	Ruin/archaeological deposit
	Considerable
	The Huskies were bred up on Heard Island prior to being taken to Mawson Station in 1955

	Store No. 4


	
	Structure appended to recreation hut /washroom. This was a building that enclosed a tank. No sign of this structure at time of assessment.
	Archaeological deposit?
	Some
	Problems were always being experienced with keeping water from freezing. This arrangement proved successful.

	Store No. 5 (Carpenters)


	
	Vernacular timber framed building internally clad with asbestos cement sheet and externally clad with masonite / fibreboard.
	Archaeological deposit
	Some
	

	Store No. 6
	
	Vernacular timber framed building externally clad with flat galvanised iron sheet and internally clad with masonite/fibre-board. Floor is timber tongue-in-groove boards. 
	Archaeological deposit
	Some
	

	Store No. 7


	
	Described as a ‘Nissen’ Hut structure. Only components of the floor and foundations remain - along with significant contents.
	Archaeological deposit
	Some
	The Nissen was considered a successful building type for storage.

	Arbec Hut No. 1


	1971
	Prefabricated galvanised steel structure with wooden tongue-in-groove floor and galvanised steel pipe foundations (some set in concrete).
	Standing. Metal panels corroded at floor level. Metal clips used to hold panels together are in very poor condition.
	Some
	Shows the later use of the site in the early 1970’s. This building has survived for 30 years with a little maintenance.

It also demonstrates the comparative rate of galvanised metal corrosion in this environment.

	Arbec Hut No. 2
	1971
	Prefabricated galvanised steel structure with wooden tongue-in-groove floor and galvanised steel pipe foundations (some set in concrete).
	Ruin
	Some
	Shows the use of the site in 1970’s

	Arbec Hut No. 3
	1971
	Prefabricated galvanised steel structure with wooden tongue-in-groove floor and galvanised steel pipe foundations (some set in concrete).
	Ruin
	Some
	Shows the use of the site in 1970’s

	Arbec Hut No. 4
	1971
	Prefabricated galvanised steel structure with wooden tongue-in-groove floor and galvanised steel pipe foundations (some set in concrete).
	Ruin
	Some
	Shows the use of the site in 1970’s

	Radio Mast
	Possibly 1971
	Galvanised steel prefabricated radio mast with steel guys (approx. 10m high) with north facing solar panel.
	Standing
	None
	

	Loading Ramp


	1949?

 Could be as late as 1985.
	Loading ramp constructed of interlaced heavy timber beams resting on two timber and steel sledges.
	Standing
	Some
	Demonstrates the problem of loading and unloading of DUKWs or LARCs * and the logistical problems of reprovisioning.

	Atlas Cove Slip


	1948

&

1949
	Steel girder and hardwood construction.

Documented in 1949-50 Log.
	Ruin
	Exceptional
	Demonstrates the early sea fisheries research. Relates to the size of the motor launch Betty of 25 feet or 6m.

	Atlas Cove Jetty & Tide Gauge
	1948
	Timber plank construction

Sketch drawing in the station logbooks of 1948
	No evidence (?)
	Exceptional
	Demonstrates the early oceanographic research.

	Windy City Structures
	1950-1955
	Collection of buildings for magnetic variation studies. Early structures were replaced in 1951 with specially designed buildings. They were dismantled in 1955 for relocation to Mawson. Absolute Magnetic building is in use at Mawson.


	Ruin/archaeological site only.
	Exceptional
	Demonstrates the scientific research. Still an active research site. 


DUKW

amphibious barge used for loading and unloading supplies (acronym derived from

US army code letters: D (1942), U (body style utility: amphibious), K (all wheel drive) and W (dual rear axles)

LARC

amphibious vehicle for loading and unloading supplies (acronym derived from landing and            

                             resupply cargo)

