


Common name FLATHEAD GOBY

Aboriginal name Unrecorded

Scientific name Glossogobius giuris
Distribution Indian Ocean, Timor Sea, Gulf of
Carpentaria and north-east coast drainages; also
in Papua New Guinea and the Indo-Pacific arca
from east Africa to the Pacific Islands

Habitat All three habitat types in Kakadu

Size Up to 35 cm, usually 8-12 cm

Diet Insects, crustaceans and some small fish
Notes During the breeding season the male builds or selects
a nesting site and will guard and aerate the eggs. There are
another two species of goby in Kakadu. One of these, the
square-blotch goby, is yet to be described. Gobies are often
difficult to see as they are well camouflaged against the
substrate.
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Common name SLEEPY COD

Aboriginal name Djurludj

Scientific name Oxyeleotris lineolata

Distribution Timor Sea, Gulf of Carpentaria and
north-east coast drainages; also in Papua New
Guinea

Habitat Floodplain and lowland waterbodies
Size Up to 50 cm, usually about 30 cm

Diet Insects, fish and larger crustaceans

Notes This fish appears very sluggish but can be surprisingly
fast when striking at prey. The flesh is reportedly good eating
although it is not a sport fish. There are another two species
of Oxyeleotris in Kakadu. The black-banded gudgeon,

O. selheimi, is very similar to the sleepy cod and is more
common in billabongs and swamps.




Common names FRESHWATER LONGTOM
Aboriginal name Burrugulung

Scientific name Strongylura krefftii

Distribution Timor Sea, Gulf of Carpentaria and
north-east coast drainages; also in southern Papua
New Guinea

Habitat All three habitat types in Kakadu, rarer
in escarpment perennial streams

Size Up to at least 75 cm, usually 30-40 cm

Diet Mainly fish, some crustaceans and insects
Notes A voracious carnivore that can be seen ‘ploughing’
into large schools of small fish and lurking under
overhanging vegetation and amongst tree roots. The long

pointed jaws have needle-sharp teeth; prey is bitten sideways
and then turned end-on to be swallowed head first.

Common name MOUTH ALMIGHTY

Aboriginal names Na-rranggi or Djabelh
Scientific name Glossamia aprion

Distribution Timor Sea and Gulf of Carpentaria
and north east coast drainages; also in southern
Papua New Guinea

Habitat All three habitat types in Kakadu

Size Up to 20 cm, usually about 10 cm

Diet Insects, crustaceans and fish

Notes A very slow moving fish that often hides from (in
order to ambush) or slowly stalks its prey. Breeding may
occur all year round. The male scoops up the eggs (200-300)
which are laid as a bundle enveloped in a fine membrane,

and then incubates them in the mouth. This fish is reputedly
good eating in spite of its generally small size.
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Common names DIAMOND MULLET,

ORD RIVER MULLET
Aboriginal name Madjabarr
Scientific name Liza alata
Distribution Timor Sea drainages of north
Western Australia and the Northern Territory
Habitat Floodplain and lowlands, and
sometimes headwaters
Size Up to 57 cm, usually 35-45 cm
Diet Algae and detritus
Notes Catadromous. Large numbers of this species and
other mullet may be seen around estuarine river crossings
such as Cahill’s Crossing. Aboriginal people catch mullet
which leap over these crossings at tide changes, by ‘whacking’
them with sticks. They then hang the ‘stunned mullet’ on a
waist belt.

Common name TAILED SOLE

Aboriginal name Unrecorded by linguists
Scientific name Aseraggodes klunzingeri
Distribution Patchy within the Timor Sea
drainage from the Victoria River across to
Kakadu; also in Papua New Guinea

Habitat Lowland sandy streams and waterbodies
Size Up to 14 cm, usually 8-10 cm

Diet Microcrustaceans and aquatic insects

Notes Soles and flounders are different from other fish,
having both eyes on one side of the body. When hatched the
eyes are on either side of the body. One eye migrates to the
other side as the fish matures. This fish is well camouflaged,

having a remarkable resemblance to a fallen leaf. It is also
nocturnal.
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