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1 - without  a petiole, blades narrow linear 

2 - Pandanus aquaticus fruit 2* - Pandanus spiralis fruit 

1* - with a petiole, blades not linear 

3* - palmately dissected 
3 - pinnately dissected 

5 - Livistona inermis 

petiole 

5* - Livistona humilis 
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Group keys A to M 

GROUP A 
Palms 

 

 1 - Leaves without a petiole [3.3.7]; blades narrow, 
linear [3.3.10f], not divided into fingers or leaflets .........................   2 

 1* - Leaves with a petiole; blades not narrow linear, 
at least partially divided into narrow fingers or 
leaflets ...............................................................................................   3 

 2 - Fruit large spherical, composed of many small 
pointed segments, somewhat jackfruit-like; plants 
restricted to sandy creek lines and the margins of 
billabongs where they may form dense thickets ...............................   Pandanus aquaticus 

        [Water Pandan] 
 2* - Fruit large spherical or slightly cylindrical, 

composed of many fused segments, somewhat 
pineapple-like; plants not restricted to creek 
channels and billabong margins ........................................................   Pandanus spiralis 

        [Screw Palm] 

 3 - Leaves pinnately dissected (feather-like) [3.3.10i] .........................   Carpentaria acuminata 
        [Carpentaria Palm] 
 3* -  Leaves palmately dissected (fan-like) [3.310k]   4 

 4 - Robust palms, stems > 200 mm diameter; always 
associated with swamp forests or floodplains ...................................   Livistona benthamii 

        [Cabbage Palm] 
 4* - Relatively slender palms, stems mostly < 100 mm 

diameter; associated with woodlands and open 
forests in well drained situations.......................................................   5 

 5 - Blades divided almost to the base; lobes < 2cm 
wide; flowers white; inflorescence and fruit clusters 
contained within the leaf canopy.......................................................   Livistona inermis 

        [Fine-leaved Fan Palm] 
 5* - Blades undivided in the basal 1/4 to 1/3 [3.3.6a]; 

lobes usually > 2cm wide; flowers yellow; 
inflorescence and fruit clusters on a long stalk 
extending out of the leaf canopy .......................................................   Livistona humilis 

        [Common Fan Palm] 

 




