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Executive Summary 

The submission seeks to show that many farms are disadvantaged by the inappropriate actions 

taken on public land by political parties responding to emotional public pressure without verification 

as to consequences. Farmers are then inhibited in their response by such laws and regulation as the 

EPBC Act. Some State Government land management policies have been disastrous not only to 

farmers, the environment, biodiversity and whole rural communities. 

The enclosures span decades and show by using evidence from the Canberra fires the extent of 

damage and cover up. Also the enclosures reveal reasons and information not put before the public, 

possibly explaining why politicians have not taken action and allow single interest groups to divert 

attention away from the main object of environment and biodiversity protection 

Submission 

In lodging this submission as a farmer, backed by other farmers expressing their adverse experience 

on ABC Country Hour and media, it is difficult to establish which Federal or State Government Law 

applies when maintaining a developed farm, or seeking to improve the capacity by making landscape 

change, or culling over populations of native animals without incurring red tape. 

This submission is ex cathedra on matters concerning tree morphology, by having been in the timber 

industry, involved with wood technology, forestry and being a demonstration sight for the NSW Gov 

Trees on Farm Project 1984. 

Under item 1 of the terms of reference the main concern should be for proof of efficiency of the 

EPBC Act and any other Act, Federal or State, being in harmony with the Laws of Nature that have 

evolved in Australia as a result of unique soils, fauna,·flora, diverse land types, all complicated 

further by varying governance under state rights and two levels of land management for private and 

public land. 

The enclosed letters and environmental myths were written in an effort to help the softwood 

industry in its quest for more pine planting and in this context, forestry on private land is part of 

agriculture. 

The letter of 5 Dec 2017 shows lessons have not been learned, with tragic consequences and 

environmental policy is biased towards the impractical and inexperienced wishes of the majority 

who make demands but do not pay the consequences. This action wins votes for political parties, 

but the environmental consequences are ignored. 

The 6 Feb 2018 letter shows the negative effect of political opportunism and no science; however 

the letters advocate ways and means for the necessary changes and fair distribution of costs. 

The extent of damage in Kosciusko Park in 2003 is seen in the photo from NRMA Open Road showing 

the whitened skeletons of trees killed in the fire. 
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The photo of "trees" on private land 10k west of Adelong on the Snowy Mountains Hgw are typical 
of regrowth, 'protected' by Acts supporting carbon capture for the Kyoto Agreement. The purpose is 
to show the similarity of the public land in the Dec 17 letter and that of "trees" on private land. The 
species differ but the crowding is the same both predating the Trees on Farm Project by about ten 

years. 

The enclosed letters, while critical of political opportunism do mention counterproductive 
interference motivated by single interest groups who may feel they have made gains for their cause, 
have in fact made it more difficult to achieve real gains for the environment and biodiversity. 

The latest politically induced scheme is Carbon Farming, advocated In 2008/9. As at 28 May 2018, 
ABC Country Hour had input querying any benefits and risks of the concept where landholders 
undertake not to de-forest their land. 
With nothing learned from the Canberra/ Kosciusko fires and the political interference in Victoria at 

the behest of green groups, provided the fuel for those calamitous fires, the equally hazardous 
conditions of Carbon Farming is presented to financially depressed farmers. 
50 years accumulated the fuel for the Canberra fires, Carbon farmers could face fires in a shorter 

time span and the liability of restitution of fees. 
From the evidence above the whole concept of Carbon Farming is not viable and not worthy of 

protection under the aegis of EPBC Act in its current form. 

Farmers are in two groups where the biggest have representation through VFF, Agforce, NSW 
Farmers' Association etc and NFF. The small farmers dependent on off farm income are unable to 
justify the cost of representation. The consequence is, the input to enquiries, studies, White Papers 
lacks detail covering large and small farm requirements and experience from being chairman of a 
NSW Farmers' district council demonstrates reluctance by rederal and State Governments to 
commit to action where state rights might apply, even when use of COAG is available to resolve the 
problem. 
Also arising out of unequal representation, the true situation facing agriculture as an industry with 
its latent ability to materially assist environment and biodiversity advancement, is not put before the 
public, not understood by economists, only to become the whipping boy for media exploitation and 
emotion based impractical ideas. One of the principle reasons for misunderstanding Agriculture's 
situation was promulgated by the Frazer Government re subsidies. See enclosed Agriculture 
Subsidies Explained. While farmers in Australia do not proclaim that farming is not a normal 
business,( that in fact subsidies the community) misunderstanding will continue. 

Agriculture and forestry need protection under EPBC Act. Under the NSW Forestry Commission 
farms close to forest reserves had grazing rights that increased their financial ability and had a 
positive benefit for the area grazed in reducing fuel load and weed infestation. Now, because these 
areas are national parks the adjoining farms and neighbouring farms are disadvantaged. 

Consideration should be given for the reasons causing such imbalance in management of public land 
that affects agricultural land, the environment and biodiversity. 
Dense populations with the political clout ask for, or demand changes regardless of costs or 
consequences to minority communities. Because there is no cost or inconvenience demands 
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continue to be made and the damaging and negative results are not reported; therefore it is 
necessary to provide a financial link and progress report. 

Ii' uT Such a measure would be a small tax increase through local government for cities and large town_~ 
the reduction in various taxes, the gains in environment and biodiversity in rural areas allows for 
increase in self generated investment that truly gives the desired environmental results. Repairing 
160 years of neglect will take time. 

Recommendation 
(1) Alter the EPBC Act to administer all public land and private land throughout the 

Commonwealth. 

(2) The Act to be in harmony with the Natural Laws of Nature, recognising the differences in the 
unique Australian environment and geography. 

(3) The cost of biodiversity and environment to be shares by all. 

(4) Forced acquisition of rural land to be fully compensated. 

(5) Agricultural land should be for agriculture only as in the UK 

(6) The policy of the law should be for reduction in use of fossil carbon, facilitating new 
industries and methods that achieve that policy 

(7) Onus of care for domestic pets to rest with the owners at all times to facilitate baiting for 
feral animals closer to dwellings 

Enclosures 
Tumut & Adelong Times Feb 25 2003 
T& A Times Dec 52017 
l& A Times Feb b zuis 
Two Environmental Myths 
Agriculture Subsidies Explained 
Photo ex NRMA Open Road 
Uncontrolled regrowth Snowy Mountains Highway- Adelong (Private Land) 
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T'-IC$day, February 15, 2003 

'More burning 
not the answer' 
says Colong ... 1 

Sir, -A1t3cks by Pheasant and Thackeray (4·2·03) on 
A. pttition is about 10 Ihe Colcog Foundation fOT Wilderness, the NPWS and ! 

~ecirc~~~tlhro;i~~:i~: :~: ~:~c l<G~i~~~~~~~o~~/~~r~S~~!~:lc~~ ~chg~.~~~ \ 
uprrssio, concern over less of the damage it would cause. 
Ihr- $iignifi(,l'nf Ion: or ever several wcd.~ the NPWS S4':'. ifk~J A I-'u:,;vu~ . 
public and private prop. asset, Kosciuszko National Park, by undertaking '1ety I 

rt d' h extensive back" hurtling operations 10 prcteer Ihr. 1~1 ~ 
:xt~nsi:~lntu~hrt:5cl~~ community, In this context, blaming NPWS park man' 
the 'IUmut Regfcn. agement for the fires is sh .. meful , 

The petition, a copy of Regarding the lack of -buming, Professor Rob 
which was released to Ihe Whelan, Dean of Science at Wollongong Universuy, said , 
Tlmcs yesterday, calls on "National Parks arc not Inc reason for these fires. Mort: 
the Legislative Assembly extreme hazard-reduction in forests will not guarantee 
to: "Establish an indepen- protection from fires in severe conditions, but wilt 
dent judicial inquiry into ,.. threaten biodiversity ... the reality is that we an: in a 
the causes of fire and the flammable, fire-prone environment. We need 10 acetpt 
degree 10 which lack of that and find creative ways of coping." 
Hazard Reduction mea. While the protection of human life and property is 
surcs by the National one of the Kosciuszkc National Park Plan of 
Parks and Wildlife. MonllGl!mant'3 mlin ebjectivca, it Il!O idcmificl the. 
Service contributed 10 the potential impacts of different burning regimes on envt- 
severity of tho fires," roemems, vegetation communhics and animal habitats. 

One of the organisers One of its Key objectives is the exclusion of fire Ircm 
of lasi week's public plant ccrnmunitles aged between 15·50 plus years This 
meeting in Tumut 10 dis. restriction is in place in order to foster an old growth 
cuss busbfirc i5SUC~, stage, which is currently restricted 10 only lO% of ihe . 
Graham Phcasnnt, said he Park due to Inc damage caused by frequent burning 
expected the petition regimes conducted in the past. 
would he wurmly Graziers conducted regular low intcnshy burns 10 
cmbraceo by lhose who cm:ouriilge the growlh of "green pick" favoured the 
had allended that meeting g!OWIR of shrub species. TJds WOlS' exO!ccrbuled by ttl! . 
~)t~CJJ ~s those \J.ho halt ~~Y~::ln~m:~~~f3~r;Z!~f~~i~:t I~~~~~~ ~ft~idsa;::. ~ 

"Thcre is enormous regrowtlt 01 the expense of gr.Jsses and inlet-tussock . 
local disenchantment with hctbs, thc glaziers were forced inlo ao irreversible cycle 
the grcen brigade which of burning and grazing. Fuel loads increascd due lo che ; 
has conlJollea the fire shrub and fine liner Icvels. 
managcmcnl and access Next, the Humc SnoW)' Bushfire Prevcntion Schem~' I 

policy of thc KosduSlko imposed three decades of fuel feduc.lion, burning 3bou~ -,: 
National Park for far 100 80% of [he Parle II was evtlHuaJJy concluded Ihat lhe.1 
long, !lnd OIl enOrmous regime, aimed 10 prolcct catChments, was aclu31ly deslaf~ 
cost. bilislng [r.em, through reduc1ion of fuels (Hlter and.! 

"Haz.ard reduction was neTbaceou5 cover) below a levc.1 ncc:(!ssary fOT soil pr()·~.i 
the major thing on every· ~~~~~~o~!e~~~~~li~''1~O~~;~!, 1~~~ ~~~c~~v~e ~O:~~il ~~~~s ~i~~/, ~~:~!~:jn~~ blocks.::1 
favour of giving greater More burning is nOI the answer in KosciusUo:; 
conlrol to regional manu· National Park and will lead 10 $Oil erosion. 10$s or bier: ~ 
ilgers and involving local diversity and na~ural beiliuly. A more sophisticatcd~-; 
brig:1dcs in a sensible haz- approach is nceded Ih;n a scorched earth policy. ~~j 
ard leduclion ptogramme YOUfl ctc.\.~ 
utilising Whatever win- K.elth Muit-d 

::'~~ ',,'but seeing is believing results'Of green controM 
Sir, - Having spenl some 14 days encapsulat· 

ed within Ihe Brjndabella Valley by mounlains 
and smoke, I have bad the sad mis((Irtu.n~ to wit· 
ness the worst {ires that have occurred in this area 
for what some science-minded people believe to 
be some 1000 years. This was nol1 bushfire, [his 
was a nolocaust of the most unbelievable propor­ 
tions. 
To those of you that have nOI scen what I have 

seen., open your mind and picture Ihis as )'Qur 
rud: 

Your are standing on a mO\lnlainside;1OO Ihere 
iii notbing but AustraliaD bush in any dirCClion. 
The hillsides that stiU have trees, are blKk aDd 
brown and the leav~ arc ftOUR stif! ill fife pelri­ 
fication. 

Those hilb:ides Ihal exploded jn 1 crowning 
inferno offLre are devoId of bush, wilh onty bare: 
stalks 1S trunks and there are so many of these 
crownc;d fire areas you give up coonting. Wnen 
you look at the ground, Ibcre is no organic male· 
rial al all. none. 

Not a lutt not a tiny little root, ii's just black. 
If you ale lucky enough to find the remnants of 
tufl.\ of growth. WheD you touch it, it disinle· 
graEes into I puff of black ~t, 

1be flies are buzzing about picking the nc.xl 
spol to generale more mag&olS in, from the 
decaying corpses o( wallabies, kangaroos, ring 
toiled possums and l)'lebirds. 
The small mamml!s ~d insects and reptiles 

are gone in massive numbers, vaporised a~d few 
if any 10 be seen. AJtbougb a lot of the decaying 
fauna cannot be ,"n, the ever.pervlding smell of 
this is a constant rcminder of the exauciating 
deaths that took place tlerc. 

The stup hilfside below you, is starling II? 
slide into the creeks and gullies with the slart of 

the rains, chis black morass, the start of 3 liquid 
avalanche beaded to the sea md there is no way 
to SlOp it. 

The huge tre~ burnt allhe base so badly Ihey 
rail unannounced and. wiih them they take young. 
strong smaller ones and hence further exacerbate 
the caJastrophic erOsion problems yello come, 

You just can't believe what you are s.eeing. 
)'0\.1 almost have tears in your eyes, bUI instead 
the anger comes to lhe (ore, you want to strike 
out, you want to just sa-eam at those responsible 
fOllhis,the mos1 horrific act of culpable vandal· 
ism that has ever been pcrpelrate-d on this land. 
And do you know what., it has all bulJ aHowed to 
c;ome to pass by people like Bob Carr and Bob 
Debus and aU those who have allowed these peo· 
p2e to have their greedy lillie green control. 

The abo.,c scenario is real, J have seen it with 
my own eyes, I have smelt il with: my own nose. 
and r have hours of this deslructioD on video 
film. 

I spent hours in a mountain pashUe that had 
been fire managed previO\.l5Iy,.smad: bang iD the 
middle of ohi, iloIOOlUSI, """"",fully fighting 
grass fire atone, io IS paslure tad ol1ly with 
b"""hesofbrush I blokeoffwilh my Nle "'ods 
gathering blisters, whilsl helicopters flew onf­ 
head and waler trucks were no·where to be: seeo. 
One lone person was able to conlain .. od put oUi 
Just short of one k.ilometre of grilSS-a.nd bush edge; 
fire, due 10 $QUnd fire management practices hav­ 
ing bun canied out in tbe luMoo. 

You mgt GrcCllics, do~'t you dare u.ise 
your head, because there are 00 words in the 
Engl;sh language tbat an exo~rale you iIInd 
)'our ilk for the deiith and destruction thac the 

. bush. the wildlife, (be fanners of NSW lod 
Vicwria and people oJ Canbena have hId 10 

.. :" 

endure because you and your cohOltS in politics, 
with Mr Debus aed Mr Can at the (op of thai piJc, 
bave succumbed to untested I:molionaJ bUDkum 
tb1l bas resulted in historic, c:atJstrophic dcstruc· 
lion of our litnd and tnimals. 

We scoff at the arn:IenlS burning witches J! tb~ 
Slake, but hundreds of years laler you attempt to 
blame God for the murder of OUf wiJdlifc thaI you 
are entrusted 10 care for, not once man cnO\lgb to 
admillhat you "'Got il Wrong". 

If Mr Carr and Mr Debus had the courage ()f 
their convicliollS they would lcsigrt immediately 
from paJities 3.fler apologise..s to lhe public of 
NSW for sucb gross mismatlagemenl, but DO, it's 
electiOn time and suddenly there 100 million dol· 
Ian Iv.:Iilable (or farmers 10 saVe trees 00 their 
property. 

What? Ooo't you have any left in our parb? r 
know that tbe farmers art feeding your wildlife 
whilsl wffering a drought. [.know one farmer 
who is aUowjpg 40 odd walJablcs to ~t off his: 
tiny lucerne p;addocl:, when this farmer can le&5t 
afford to do w, because after seeing the destruc­ 
tioD be. cannot briDg himself to eonsider tbe alter­ 
native for these poor Hille guys. This lucerne p.ut. 
dock bas never su(fered such wild grazing 
before, not even pre-rue during this very dlOl,lgM. 
~ the movie says. this is one of the thousand ~o· 
ries. 

Mr Debus, I briDg 10 your aUenlion Hansard, 
May 29, 2001. when you wae so quick 10 cruci­ 
fy Trans&rid. I complny and a departmeDt that 
understAnds ccologic.a.l suslainability in conjunc­ 
lion with modem man'5 needs. 

To quote you in part Mr Debus from this 
HaTlSi1rd me: 
"If the illwstigalions sJr~ llult prmccu· 

lions tlre lWIrrilnUd. ,}ley wilJ ~ ItluncMt/ and 

tllryont! f~nd culpable will/ace the full canst! 
queNus oJ theiT irresponsible actions. I . 
dellr III/liMe GC1Yernm~1f1 apects all 0/ 
c~ to comply .,..ith all cm-;ronmCftaJ requjrt· 
mUlts, 1/ they do nor, rhey must expecl to be prof; 
«urtil like iI"Y ot1u:r orgllniJalion Dr indillidUQ 
TIre HOUJe (,4n ~ a~ureJ llull the dilffftlge d 
by rJUs operolion will I>< m;iifiui, II>< ptop 
responsibre for it will be MId acc(}Untable and ~U 
gOlo'entJ7t.ent ag~nt:ies wUl work closely logdh6. 
to l!rulln thai :such enl'irottlruntal vaJCdDJisi{ 
does not ocOl.1again.. .. . 

What do YDU have to ~)' M. Debus? WiU y 
have: an enquiry into your position and coDside 
the actions you should take ilgainst yourself, 
you indicate should ~ppen in Hansard? As 1li 
Attorney General, are you capabte of mKinC 
such decisions? I UJick: not ' 

In reality, a geDlleJDaIJ of honour and inlcgtilY. 
v.'Ould fall upon bis own sword to clear the way 
(or a better future for us, the people you uc- SYp": 
posed to be s.erving, bUI politics is a dirty ga 
and to me looking in from the C)lJtside Hke mil~ 
liDos of other Australians., politics lost ils booour 
and inlc:grily a long time ago. So just go rjght .. 
ahead and bribe the farmers wilh our $100 mil· 
lion, forthis time it just may not work. 

People DC NSW, make you:r vote count ~ 
March 22, because this State aDd this Country, 
jusL cannot nford 10 suffer such a travesty pf 
environmen(al VJ.ndalism as we have: just had to 
eodure again. 

God help us aDd our cnvironmeDt, bec.suse our 
politicians certainJy seem 10 have no intention 0 
doiog 50 • 

( 

an 
h.\ 
rm 
ide 
sn 

I 
inv 
6hi 
dre 
cin 
10<: 

C 

Ell 
B, 

im: 
Co, 

Sh 
De 
Sc. 
Ell 
Co 
eat 

00' 
po. 
arc 

1 
is 
ye 

b. 
PI 

Ih 
in. 

., 
ch 
so 
Ih 

wi 
flu 



NEWS TUESDAY. DECEMBER 5. 2017 
TUMUT & ADELONG TIMES 

New approach to environment is required 
sm,· Itvway of prologuc: 

"10 err Is to be human", the 
best counter is to learn from 
experience and best of nil. 
other people's experience. 
The Tnmur and Adclong 

Times' recentarticle, "Negou­ 
nuons begin on forestry Iu­ 
rure" should he more than 
passing interest to readers. 

It is not forestry future, it is 
also agriculture. roong eco­ 
nomic imbalance, tourism 
and equity for (IlL Three 
agreements need re-wruing 
which makes it urgent and 
any reforms in N~W could 
well aflecr other States. 

Minister Toole did not im­ 
press in local government 
and now with forestry. nnd il!! 
COJ11plic .. ued and poluicised 
past, he is IWI in a position 10 
make [he decisions Ihal will 
gjV(> (rue sustainability and 
{he ecological balance 
achieved hy Aboriginal com­ 
munitfes. 

'The Australian population 
have several problems lead· 
ing to imhalance. The diMri· 
bution of population is nOI 
Iik.e other advanced 
economics because the con­ 
centration ofpo1i[ical power 
is in eWes where prnctical ex­ 
perience of dealing with rhe 
vagaries of \,,;dc opcn spaces 
is an unknO\\7l quantity. Nat­ 
urnUy, city Jleople wanl to in­ 
fluence outcomes Illrough 
political action, based 011 
wlltil (he~' hav~ ~een or heard 
ofTY. radiu or journafs. 

\,Vh<tl is 110t realised over 
the last 40 to 50 Vcars, much 
of the information aY;IiJablc is 
imported and inallpropriate 
for our conditions, or is based 
on sClphisrn where the lie told 
often cnough becomes lhe 
Iru1h. {Nazi propaganda ad­ 
vocated by Joseph Goehbcls 
has worked well for single in­ 
teres1 JjToups). 
City people demand old 

grm...,h forests, no rcmovil] of 
forest waste whcf(~ logging i5 
permiucd,lilJlclclearing is 
deemed vandalism and for 
national parks [he policy is 
lock the gilte and throwaway 
the key. 
Having introduced dlesc 

cJlaJlges, who checks on 
progress orprohlcms? Criti­ 
callv. lhcrc h a benchmark for 
COIllpilTison; it is his[ory, ~d­ 
t'llrl:' iUlU l.:UIIIJlIt)lI M:'IJ~C, 
'llle situacion is fll\Jdc 

wor~e WiTh totally inadequa{(t 
funding for the 40% of the 
Slale in puhlic ownership. 
This was not qUilt> so ba,d 

when the bulk of public land 
was under forestry and funds 
could be allocated from roy­ 
alties. Politics stepped in and 
most of the state is national 
parks relying on uco- tourism 
to sec <t mass of exotic weeds. 
feral animals and fuel accu­ 
mulation Icr the next big fire. 

It i\ nOI fair {(J blame cltv 
vQ(ers for mayhem and . 
tragedy, when for political 
reasons infcrmatlou 11> with­ 
held by government and 
nothing learned. Likewise. 
when dealing \'.'11h forests, 
not pJi'lIWHinno;-, inclll';Ir;, 
comrihuws to public disgust 
by logging in coups 
The history bebtnd the 

Eden affair goes back 10 when 
settlers making use of a good 
harbour and requiring build: 
ing materials from the forests 
found iba: a large proportion 
of (fees had spiral f\ v rist (<I ge­ 
netic problem), therefore 
only the suaiglnesr grained 
trees were felled leowing by 
the 1960s <I foresl useful only 
(oTwood chips. Trials were 
made oflogging in small 
coups Ulat were virtually 
'land clearing' " .. ith quick ~e­ 
SuJ1S in regJQ\.-vt.b ohIle sante 
mix of species and retaining 
the mix orbrowsinginsccts 
and animals. 'umber trade 
maga7.ines showed pictures 
of saplings ill ~bund3nce and 
wallabies lJ~ing the ~PRC(.'. 
From ",hal we know now, aU 
those ycarsoflogging the 
straightest grained nec.Ii have 
fm'ollred the rctellIion ora 
genetically favoured spiral 
grained (ores(. 

Industry has brougnt 
odium on itsclfby using 
Inrger coups in areas where 
traditional methods sumc~d, 
but were more costly lhan 
operaling in coups. 

EucaJypts have a very small 
seed of long viability. so grow­ 
ing carrots and need TO thin 
the seedlings is the same for 
eucalypts. Circa t860s lhe 
Aboriginal practise of burn­ 
ing every four or five years 
ceased. The resuh now is that 
ulere are more trees than be· 
fore whitt seltlemenl. a view 
held by historians and rea· 
sonable probability sup­ 
porled by those trade 
magazine photos and con­ 
finned b)' a glance as readers 
J. ive uyTumur State forest 
beside the SnowyVaJley High, 
way. Those SJplings ar<! about 
fifty years old. compared wil.h 
trees plantetl19R6 forule 
-crees on Filml Project" th3t 

A lyrebjrd. kjlled in tile 2003 fires. 

were spaced at six metres as 
sheller belts, single trees have 
mere than sixteen times the 
volume for holding carbon 
than the 20cm diameter 
specimens in Tumut Stale 
Forest 
Thus the futility nflocking 

up agricultural land to grow 
more trees, particularly 
where in pas! decades large 
areas of rural land has for var­ 
iOlLS rc(som created tin: con­ 
ditions fer silviculture 
activity, 10 restore balance 
30<.J utilise. the land (0 the 
best advantage. All the h}11C 
and euphoria about lowi>ring 
water tables, locking up car­ 
bon to save: climate change 
succeeded in conning North 
Coast Iandholdcrs entering 
Imo contracts co gro\\' small 
areas of forests ns a supple­ 
mont 10 a retirement fund. 
The problem now is what 10 
do willl UlCSC plantations 
hereft of markets. Some of the 
problem Is small areas too 
costJy to harves[ and actual 
users too far away. The Abo­ 
riginals kept lar~e areas for 
grassland 10 harvest seed for 
making floor and growing 
yam daisies. The forest areas 
were Icept clear ofliuer, used 
for cooking and ceremonies 
with the result orno cata­ 
strophic fire5 and trees able 
(0 grow for cwo to three thou­ 
sand years.. 

For elw benefit of those nu­ 
meroussinglc issue lobbyiSTS 
covering elhics, wilderncss, 
anima] righls, sustainabilit)'. 
national park sllpponers, di­ 
mate change, elC, please nOle 
the following. 
The Canberra/Kosciusko 

fires were il wakeup call si­ 
lenced by a perceived need 
for the Government responsi­ 
ble to avoid responsibiliry, 
\"ihal happened was a dis­ 

aster ma( should have called 
for examination of why it 
happened, Ihe eXlenl of dam­ 
age and nO\.'\l such a tragedy 
was not u~ (0 prevcn an­ 
other incident from ever hap­ 
pening again. The 
consequence was that six 
years later 152 peopl!! in Vic· 
[orlalost lheir lives. The re­ 
sultant enquiry on the 
Victorian fires found th:n t]lCY 
started from power poles, bUI 
to have a rire of Ihal magni­ 
HIde required fucl3Upplicd in 
part of the innucnce of single 
issue groups having legisJa­ 
lion prevenling removal of lit­ 
Icr from roadside trees and a 
building code n01 providing 

Lessons weren't learned from the Kosciuszko Natiollal Park fires, 

adequate fire brenk clearance. 
How ethicall)' responsible 

is it to back a policy of Jocking 
up an area resulting in such a 
build upoffuel (,cephoto) so 
deep thai hor$,e riders could 
not ride theTe. 
The dead Iyrebird gives 

.some indication of the hun­ 
dreds of dead canopy 
dwcUing smalL birds incincr­ 
alcd before falling to the 
ground. The heat so intenSe 
at group level that 7Smm of 
soil \V3S sterilised, mile after 
mile ofmounlaln ash trees 
killed by the. heat and Then a 
few days later a storm washed 
the sterilised soil lnlo the 
('..oufr River, 
There is a host of opportu­ 

nities for doing better for our 
environment tf onl~' \\o'e as a 
socictycan accept that mis­ 
takes have been made and a 
new approach along Aborigl­ 
nal Uncs is called for. The 
necessary financing has been 

co\'ered elsewhere and is South of Sydney to lhe Vic- 
equally impOrt3n(, if only the lorian horder blackberry, 
Government \\~IJ accep! 1he priveT ilnd 51 John'sWart in~ 
chaJlenge. feCI the parks and rorc..lit areas 

For the future ofule limber \'lith an overflow onto 3gri· 
industry, using Ms Maree Mc, culturaJ land. 
Ulskills figures on the size of As stated above, finanCing 
The forest estate, the logical is the key and as much Oflh31 
action for the next 60 10 100 has to come from Those noisy 
years is to return much afme single interest groups living 
old Forestry Commission's es- in cities, who demand but 
late back to its original goal of cannot pay because there is 
harvesting in perpetwty ala..---.no pro\isioo at (his stage for 
percentage rale depcnd~nt payment. 
on the growth raleoflhe for- Transforming tSO yea.rs of 
est. various levels ofncglecl on 

Much of the forest estate public land will require differ- 
on the North Coast has hetn ent action depending on 10- 
infected \'Vith lantana, Sou~h cation, From wme areas 
American tobacco bus.h and where silvicuIture removes 
camphor laurel !Tees. To hand \'ege(a~ion ehc wa51C ma), be 
Ihis legacy over to national feedstock for an indusl~' ce- 
parks a!l pan ufwi t.dediull Illadllg fussil fLU!')5 ,l.11d in 
campaign shows cynical dis- whidl agriculturc could pJay 
regard for true conservatjon. a part. 
or complete ignorance of Yours ctc, 
hm'i 10 QVCrcome such a silu- Jim Beale, 
alion. Gilmore 

Private cree planting (left) vs lrees al the Thmut state forest. 
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LETIER TO THE EDITOR 

Lock it up and throw 
it away approach 
isn't working 

Stn- IN response to Dr 
Mcbreen Faruqi's leuer 
"National Parks under 
threat", one has to agree 
that parks aro under­ 
funded, but how extra 
funds should be spent is 
debateable. 

By changing [he rating 
base of local government 
(under scrutiny by IPAHT), 
funds would become avail­ 
able to assist parks. 
forestry, agriculture. 10 stan 
restoration orpcbtic lands 
awny from the existing 
scrub of exotics, feral ani­ 
mals. over population of 
native animals and iroui­ 

-cally, native trees becoming 
weeds unto themselves 
thrcugb ovcrcrcwdlng. 
The tried and proven 

Aboriginal practise of fuel 
reduction, tree species of 
the provenance, spaced for 
normal growth, with pas· 
torcs and hcrbage con· 
farming to their agriculture 
is the example to adopt. 

In (he JOIst 160 years, with 
no Aboriginal input,land 
management has been in 
decline and seemingly 
made VJorse since 1967, not 
because grazing leases wece 
cancellcd, rather the policy 
of"lockjt up and throw 
away lite key". The conse· 
quent build up of rue I for 
disastrous fires, led to the 
wiping aut tbe koal ... popu~ 
lation ofKu·ring·gai Na­ 
lioo<11 Park and further loss 
ofllie of endangered wild 
lifc and humans in the Can­ 
berra and Victorian fires. 

Weed species have 
spread [rom public land to 
farms lowering productivity 
imd increasing costs. Har­ 
bouring ofwHd dogs with 
resuhant cruelty to fiJrm 
and native animals is not 
an issue with the general 
public, These mistakes are 
due to public land being 
managed to a lower stan· 
dard than private liind and 
the few paying for the rna.· 
jority in our society, hence 
the need to change Ule 
local government rating 
basco 
There is no sensc in hay· 

ing huge fuel loads along­ 
side our aU-important pine 
planl~tions, TIle loss or 
damage to any planta,ioJ) 
ilt a time when more 
should be established is an 
unacceptable risk. Consid­ 
ero.ble time and effort is 
spent discussing renewable 
energy, carbon trading and 
subsidies provided, bU( the 
long standing industries 
based on solar power have 
every obstacle put in place 
to impede progress. 
To build a. house and fur· 

nishings from timber, re­ 
quires 60% less energy than 
using brick and metal. 
Products using wool or cot­ 
lOn are free of fossil carbon, 
N\'\fPS werc given an im­ 

possible task, when ror po­ 
liliC.l1 reasons only.l¥rge 
lrncts of forest land was 
1Illnsferred_ TIle Forestry 
Commission were always 
belter able \0 care for land 
in their charge using in­ 
come from roy.;tlties, Who 

wants to visit a landscape 
of exotic weeds and trees 
stretching the length of the 
Slate? It. was a very poor de­ 
cision. 
Clear felling in coups at 

Eden with the underlying 
genetic problem in those 
forests was justified, but to 
do it anywhere else, other 
than In plantations. is a di­ 
vergence from harvesting 
in perpetuity. If politicians 
can make bad decisions, so 
too can industry, 
Learning from society's 

mistakes, complying with 
the laws of nature and basic 
Ilnancial management, fu­ 
ture operations will be dif­ 
ferent, but not greatly 
different. A change to the 
rating base or local govern­ 
ment with iTS projected ex­ 
pendi(urc for Ihe 
environment for lhcyear 
ahead would be thc mosr 
noticeable impact. National 
Parks could have a com­ 
mercial arm to help estab· 
lish and maintain them as 
truly Auslraii3n, selling 
bush lucker, 
Parks are tOO big and 

should return forcstry areas 
to forestry because by 
doing thm forestry has a 
clear hand in establishing 
fuel reduced areas adjacent 
to pine plamations, Such 
silviculture activity would 
produce waste that should 
~e ~s~ as bio-fucl.lltc ob­ 
Jecttve IS not to grow more 
trees, but to gTmo.J trees that 
can act effiCiently. "Young 
trees sequester morc car­ 
bon' is a fallacy, Look at a 
mature tree and observe 
the branches and leaf cov­ 
erage is many 'young' trees. 
There was an estimate of 

The roo poputation at 60 
million, or three times what 
it was in 1860. To prevent 
mass cruelty when the next 
drought comes, harvesting 
of this resource and other 
animals is humane and es~ 
sentia] for balance, 
It is conceivable that ex­ 

panded forests would need 
mil transport and ifpow~ 
ered by bia·fuel then there 
is a rcal contribution to 
slowing climate change, 
We do not necd con­ 

cocte'd fabrications making 
OUl that we are the worst 
poUU[ers per capita be­ 
cause we have so many ani­ 
mals as contended by three 
academics. all animal iibcr­ 
alionists, A herd of animals 
ea(s tonnes of carbohy­ 
drates, converts the 
herbage into other life sup­ 
porting carbohydrates and 
emits warer and methane 
at ground level near to bac­ 
teria thilt convert methane 
to carbon dioxide, 
A jet aircraft has tonnes 

of fossil hydro carbons to 
lly it and does so at an alti­ 
tudc that spreads the con· 
vencd fuel to water vapour, 
carbon dioxide and as a bye 
product nitrous oxide, all 
three green house gasses, 
Let us get our priorities 

right. 

Call for greater transparency in LG 
NEW South Wales local government parency in local government," Cr Scott 

councils' could do more to demon- said, 
strate how well they are delivering "We look forward to working with 
services in their reports to the public, the OLG too, improve reporting t~cal 
~rrnrrlinB fn ", repnrr r ... l~ ..... rci laxr communmcs. ,/ 
week by-the Auditor-General for New "Councils are legally required to use 
South wales. MargaretCrawford, the OLC's Integrated Planning and Re- 
Many councils report activity, but porting Framework~IPR (The Auditor 

do not report on outcomes In a way General said OLC's mework fo- 
that would help their communities as- cused on outputs ile remaining 
SC'5S bow welt rhpy 1'Irp pprfnrmine, the silp.nl nn ,,~pp.r.(!Y fundamental 10 
Auditor-General's office said. transparent reporting on service dellv- 
Most councils also did not report on cry". '/ 

the cost of services, making it difficult "The Audi(or~Gelleral has recom­ 
for communities to sec how efficiently mended ,die OLG develop a more 
they are being delivered. And councils transna?ent system that focuses on 
are not consistently pubJishing targets outC;dmCS for residents and ratepayers 
[0 demonstrate what they are striving apd we welcome this support for our 
for, the report found. .catls for a better system, 
The report recommends the Offic~/ "1 welcome the fact that a number or 

of Local Government (OLG), as t.b~ councils, inch.tdingTweed Shire, Shell­ 
regulator of councils in New Sntnh harbour, Liverpool CilY, Dungog, Eu­ 
Wales. issue additional guldance to robodalla and Albury City, are singled 
councils. OLG should devel,Pp a per- aut as 'better practice' examples," 
forma nee measurement framework - LGNSW and member councils have 
with associated perforr.o(nce indica- been working together to promote the 
tors - to support more transparent importance of data and reporting, 
and informative reporting. Cr SCOIl said that councils strongly 
.. The report also recommends OLG support being able to beuer inform 
work. with NSW Government agencies the community about their good 
to help streamline and consolidate work, 
local government reporting require- '"The 2012 audil of thc OLG found 
ments, the public rcpor~ing system required 
LGNSW President Linda Scott said of councils did not include adequate 

the sector had been calling fora bener information to judge council perform­ 
reporting system for marc than five ance, and although OLG commenced 
years-and was still tooking forward to 3. review of the Framework in 2013 it 
the NSW Government's response to an was deferred, with revised gUidelines 
April 2016 I PART report which exam- due last year," she said, 
ined the reporting and compliance "This report from the Auditor Gen- 
burdens on loc.d government. eral is a timely reminder to the Gov- 

"J welcome calls ror more trans- emmenl that if they are genUine 

about council transparency and ac­ 
countability to ratepayers they need (a 
gel cracking 10 work with the sector on 
new guidelines and a response to the 
lPART inquiry," 
Cr Scott said the state's 128 councils 

provide a wide range of services under 
67 Acts, administered by 27 different 
NSW Government agencies, so moves 
to consolidate and coordinate the re­ 
porting system were well overdue. 

"lGNSW will continue to work 
closely with the Auditor General to 
improve approaches to comparative 
reponing. which currently don't ade­ 
quately acknowledge that councils 
need to tailor their service rypes.fcvel 
and mix [0 the needs of their local 
communities," she said, 

"As the Audit Report says, (he cur­ 
rent output-recused approach risks 
'unjustified and adverse interprcra­ 
nons of performance' - an issue that 
arises rcgularly In debates over (he fi­ 
nancial sustainahility or individual 
councils, 

"LGNSW urges the Gavernmemand 
the Ole.; to accept the Auditor Gen­ 
eral's recommendations that they 
adopt 3. partnership approach to the 
development of a better reporling sys­ 
tem. and that they consolidntc the raft 

Of'~lC~l~~(~~fl r~~~~~~e~~~ernment to 
remove the secrecy provisions so the 
Auditor General can share her draft 
findings, so the cntire sector can work: 
together to build a smart reporling 
system that is able to clearly demon­ 
slIatc when councils are efficiently de­ 
livering the outcomes their 
communities want and need," 

Yours etc, 
Jim Beale 

Tumut 

CJub treasurer Hannah Speers said 
the scoreboard was a great example of 
the ~ommunity pulling lOgether, 
"It wouldn't have happened wit.hout 

so many community-minded busi· 
nesses and individlJals worldng to­ 
gelhcr," Ms Speers said. 
The projecl harks back 10 2016 

when the Adclong Cricket Clubl on 
thc back of a successful year, decided, 
to put some money back into the fa­ 
cilities at the growld. 
They secured S2000 gmnts from the 

The new scoreboard at theAdelong Showground. 

Scoreboard's official 
unveiling Saturday 

T'HE latest example of Adelong's 
generous community spirit wHl be 
unveiled on Saturday when the gTilnd 
opening of the Showground score· 
board takes place, 
The occasion will include a barbe­ 

cue and the scoreboard will then be 
put to rhe test when the Elders Cup 
cricket clash involves Adelong and 
Vlyangle takes place, 
Various contractors and businesses 

have provided funds. labour and time 
to the project and "delong Cricket 

Snowy Valleys Council Sporls Com­ 
miltee and ,heAdeiong Bendigo Bank '0 go with the dub's own $2000. 
Other users or the showground, in­ 

cluding thc Gundagai-AdelongJunior 
Rugby Loague, Ad.long Touch and 
Adelong Junior Crickel organisations 
also came on board. 
There's been a raft of contributions: 

from various sectIons of the commit­ 
tec since. and ,on Saturday, all that 
hard work will be recognised al the 
opening. which begins at 12 noon, 



Two Environmental Myths 
Myth one: Young trees sequester more carbon than old trees. 
The proposition is based on what the observer can see; a seedling becomes a sapling, then a tree 
after 30 to 40 years, but to 60 years there is little change and is illustrated with a bell curve graph. 
The observer does not see or connect with the mathematical constant: twice the diameter four 
times the area and for cylinders, volume. 

The observer cannot see the cell structure of the sapling is thin walled containing starch, sugar and 
water that will change as the tree grows from the centre outwards to true wood gradually increasing 
the cell walls to the species ultimate density. 
Depending on which species and its density, will determine its apparent growth rate. A ribbon gum 
will be bigger than a round leaf gum in the same time span because of the difference in storing 
carbon in harder, more durable cells in the round leaf gum. 

The observer should note that the 60 years plus tree has a canopy consisting of many seedlings and 
saplings, with sapwood gradually changing to true wood. 
The canopy is the driver for capturing carbon and the cambium layer ultimately converting it to 
wood, so that the 100 year old tree has a canopy the same as a 3000 year old tree with a steady 
ongoing storage of carbon. The gradual increase in diameter and height is hard to estimate. There 
was evidence of Murray River red gums in the early twentieth century of stumps left by the settlers 
measuring over thirty feet in circumference or three metres in diameter. 

For a tree to reach its full potential, space between the trees is important for the canopy and 
utilisation of rainfall, but also for Australian natives, the canopy must be browsed by leaf eating 
insects and animals, the litter, small shrubs under the trees should be removed to prevent hot fires 
and replicate Aboriginal practice. Young trees have to grow, to sequester and store carbon. 
The aim of growing trees should be, not quantity, but quality and compatible with the specie's of the 
provenance. 

Myth two: that Australians are the worst polluters per capita. 
The authors were three self confessed animalliberationists, one a mathematician and two 
professors. In support or their argument was that while we produce huge quantities of coal it is used 
out of Australia, therefore not counted against the population. 
Sheep, goats and cattle were targeted because they produce some methane in their digestive 
system and can be counted in tens of millions and worse if outdated figures are used, as against 
twenty million humans. 
The problem for global warming, ocean acidification and/or climate change, is the ever increasing 
use of fossil fuels by an increasing human population, while a reasonably static population of animals 
use organic based herbage. All the animals are counted in with no credit for the large percentage 
exported, or the fact that the population of cattle in Australia is about 4% of the world total. 
Sydney University was quoted after the claim as having found soil bacteria in the Snowy Mountains 
capable of neutralising all the methane our animals produce. 

March 2018 



Agriculture Subsidies Explained 
Definitions 
Ex Funk and Wagnalls; pecuniary aide directly granted by governments to an individual or private 
commercial enterprise deemed beneficial to the public. 
Ex Readers Digest Oxford Complete Wordfinder; a money granted by the State or public body etc to 
keep down the price of commodities etc (housing subsidy) b money granted to a charity or other 
undertaking held to be in the public interest c any grant or contribution of money. 

Therefore 
Subsidies are for the benefit of the public NOT the recipient. 
In Australia economists and media infer subsidies shore up inefficient farmers in time of natural 
disasters. 
Size of subsidies to EU farmers is highlighted in our media compared to minute payments to 
Australian farmers. 
The basis for EU subsidies is food production, reward farmers to keep farming, compensate for 
partnership with tourism and environment protection. 

Differences 
UK Government (EU Governments Similar) has accepted agriculture is not a normal business but is a 
partner in the total economy that provides services beyond the value of produce sold and those 
services are for the public good. 
Consequently, no taxes on Agricultural land. Rural land, is for agriculture and forestry use only. 
Building activity confined to alteration of existing structures. 
National parks are managed in harmony with agriculture land. Wildlife controlled. 
Droughts are centuries apart. Floods, wind, snow are main natural disasters. 
Soils, geologically young, crop yields higher, longer daylight in growing season. 
Animal husbandry requires shedding over winter and stored food. 

Australian farming, the evidence shows, is treated as a normal business. Its support communities in 
rural towns and cities are subject to the same conditions. Power, fuel, water for towns and irrigation 
cost more on the basis of supply over long distances with no consideration that there is a benefit to 
the 70% of population living in seven cities and that those extra costs should be shared equally. 
Rural land is taxed at inconsistent rates depending on which local government area, but produce 
sold at same commodity price. Result: 60% of farms rely on off farm income, small farms near towns 
worst affected. 
National parks are underfunded. Management policy "Lock it up and throwaway the key" while 
other public land is managed to an inferior standard than private land. Consequently private land is 
adversely affected with weeds and animals, feral and native. 
Drought and fire is common, floods can be massive but mainly local. 
Soils are geologically old, highly erodible, nutrient deficient requiring inputs. 
Animal husbandry requires storage of food and water, but for prolonged drought is beyond the 
capacity of the farm.Conclusion: Australian farmers subsidise the public. 

31 April 2018 
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Location: 37km from Jlndabyne I Elevation: 13bSm 
Thredbo is a 40'minute drive from Jindabyne on gently 
winding and weu-rnalntalned roads. In winter, when the trees 
are covered in snow, it can be a Iairv-tale drive. Its slopes are 
the steepest of all the ski resorts, attracting thousands of 
skiers and snowboarders in winter. 

Thredbo has also become increasingly busy in summer. When 
snow gives way to grass, the area becomes Australia's number 

alpine flora and the path is lined with native billy buttons 
sprouting cheery yellow flowers. Here, at the top of Australia, 
the air is cool and, even in summer, snow drifts can be present 
in shaded areas. In winter, the track is covered in snow and can 
only be taken on with cross-country skis. 

Once you reach the summit, you'll enjoy a 360"degree view of 
the 700,000 hectare Kosciuszko National Park that makes the 
effort to get here worthwhile. The park is a conservation area 
that has been named a UNESCO World Bio~nhp.rp. Rp<PrvP ~nrl 

ALPINE WAY 
Location: 121km from Jindabyne to the Upper ML 
We leave the bright lights of Thredbo and turn ont. 
Way - the 121km road that connects Jindabyne to t 
Valley on the NSW and Victorian border. 

Within minutes, we're driving through a forest 01 
the skeletal remains from a catastrophic bushfire t 
through the national park back in 2003. Forty-five 
fires burnt across the area, destroying 400 hectar 
almost two-trurds of the park. They also 'razed 24 t 
cattlemen's huts and the flames were so fierce tha 
eucalypt trees, commonly known as alpine ash, stil 
regenerated, and small saplings are only now start 
The fires even reached Thredbo's outskirts and thr 
snow-makers were turned on to keep the flames at 

This part of the Alpine Way is both bleak and bee 
head over the range and begin our descent to Corr 
the alpine ashes grow tall and thick, thanks to a we 
airstream that flows through the valleys. Motorists 
about the hairpin bends and steep descent; signs c 
trucks to use a low gear. The roads may be closed i 
to the snow and, on the Corryong side, a sign warn: 
road might not be suitable for caravans. 

Despite the ominous warnings, in summer the ro 
navigable through its smooth and windy sections, \ 
every corner. It's the type of road that makes you E 
- real driving - again, provided you take the bends, 
certainly an improvement on peak-hour conqestior 
in Sydney. We encounter just two other vehicles on 
down and when we open the sunroof and wind dow 
windows to breathe in the fresh mountain air, we fE 
and invigorated at the same time. This leisurely 90 
is one of the highlights of our road trip. 

"(0 \[J 1"')1'<0 nONe: ANt' P Rk. HE 
Snow can block the Alpine Way in winter. It's the lall 
vehicles must carry snow chains and it's recommen 
4WD vehicles driving in the park also carry them in 
extreme weather. Entry into Kosciuszko National p, 
npr v~hirl~ n~r rl::l\l ",. ,?Q nor \/ohirlc nor rI=a\1 in ,. 



Uncontrolled regrowth Snowy Mountains Highway - Adelong 




