The Department of the Environment, water, Heritage and the Arts
Dear Sir,
As a permanent resident of Australia I am very much interested that Australia is up-to-date in the waste management.  For this I would like make the following suggestions in Managing Waste in future.
Managing Waste to 2020
In Australia landfill is still the common way to dispose waste which includes municipal waste. This may be still the most cost effective way, but in longer term it is a waste of resources and energy.
In Germany, a country with the highest population density in Europe, all bigger cities got their own garbage incineration plant or plants. These plants burn also waste collected and transported from neighbouring towns and villages.
These incineration plants burn the waste, generating electricity and/or heat for further consumption. This way to reduce waste can also be introduced in Australia in a bigger scale in the country side.
The benefits to burn waste in incineration plants are:

· Less landfill

· Generating energy (electricity, heat)
· Creating jobs in
· waste handling and managing
· transport (e.g. from intermediate storage facilities to the incineration plants)
· the building industry (e.g. new plants, intermediate storage facilities, roads and rail)
· the transport industry (e.g. new bigger garbage trucks or rolling stock for rail)

· research (e.g. development of more efficient incineration plants, reduction in exhaust gas pollution, utilisation of ash and heat)
I hope and wish that Australia will be one day the forerunner in the waste management technology.

Yours sincerely
Helmut Kater 
