
Comments

As an individual I see this framework as providing high level guidelines around the issue of waste / resource management and I strongly support a National approach to waste / resource management. Unfortunately leaving waste management in the hands of councils develops a disjointed approach that does not facilitate and Australian culture of managing our resources.

What is missing from this frame work is how we build a culture in Australia that shares the vision set out in this statement. The word culture is only used once in the entire document. The document only mentions the word education twice with a focus on ‘decision makers’. The ultimate decision makers are I believe the everyday public and this is where the culture needs to be built and people educated.

Why is it the everyday public? Because they make purchasing decisions that influence business strategy. Because it’s the everyday person that works for business that will carry over their personal habits into the workforce.

If the right culture is established with kids at school they will teach their parents. If the parents have the right culture at home they will take that with them to work and with them when they buy goods and services.

I don’t believe there are enough methods of education around what can and cannot be recycled and this is partly due to national inconsistency. Recycling is not reinforced in public places such as shopping malls. If you go to a food court rarely can you recycle cans and bottles. Companies like KFC which sell aluminium cans do not provide recycling facilities for what they sell. Businesses and managed facilitates are not required to provide recycling facilities. 

To further assist the culture at the household level there needs to be more support for the business of collection and reuse of resources. Many usable resources go out in council collections to be put in land fill rather than go to charities or to second hand stores. Like wise hazardous materials often go in the bin due to a lack of collection times to dispose of the material safely.

In conclusion the framework needs to focus more on how we make a cultural change to support the transition of seeing waste as a resource. I believe that this will come from a focus on individual households but should be supported by nationalising of standards and through legislation that forces business to provide resources so that individuals can recycle and reuse.
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