COMMENT ON THE NWP FRAMEWORK

I think that the Policy Framework document with its seven key themes has well acknowledged the public comment.  

My concern is that should the framework of the National Waste Policy be based around these themes, there must be a clear articulation of the priorities for the strategies and actions that will be in the Policy.  Those strategies that I believe must be given priority are:

1. Adoption of national standards and requirements for labelling of manufactured goods and consumables in regard to hazardous materials (and applying to locally manufactured products as well as imported ones).  However I would like to see this labelling strategy extended to include compulsory identification of recyclable materials.  In this regard I mean not just stamping with a recyclable marking, but having a detailed listing of a product’s materials (by label, by microchip, or by barcode linked to a publication (e.g. on the internet).  Whilst this is a stretch concept, the Policy should take the opportunity to put Australia into the forefront rather than be a Policy achieving catch up with Europe.

2. The application of an advanced charge to provide a supply chain signal to encourage:

· product re-engineering to avoid waste, 

· waste reduction, 

· the use of less hazardous substances; and 

· design for re-use.

Throughout the Framework, there is mention of innovation.  I would like to see the Policy address how Australia should coordinate research, development and innovation on waste issues i.e. how industry bodies, entrepreneurs, large companies, universities, CSIRO etc should work together to benefit Australia as a whole.

Finally, I would also like to see the Policy not only assign timelines and responsibilities to the strategies and actions, but also indicate the time and financial resources that it would expect State, local government and industry bodies to provide in order to execute them.
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